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VICTORY HALL POSSIBILITIES

ROKPECTS of an architectural competi-
tion for the Vietory Hail on the Park-
way reflert a commendable intention on the
part of the County Commissioners In chinrge
of thik work.

Public buildings (Musteating an expendi-
ture of money disproportionate to  the
amonnt and degree of artistie discretion em-
ployed are already abundant in thix com-
munity, It is a matter of urgent necessity
that the combined Memorial and Conven-
tion Hall, which is to be incorporated in
the exposition as one of Its mujor fen-
tures, should exemplify beauty of design as
well as patrotic purpose,

The uses of this structuee for the fair
will be manifold, 1t wonld doubtless be
etuployed for great assembluges and cons
elaves, and perhaps also for approprinte
spectacular  und  dreamatie  entertainment,
The Intter possibilities are of particular
interest, sinee It is coneeivable that, owing
to the distinetly urban loeation of the falr,
footlight entertainment, musical or dramatie,
will be muet more eonsplenonsly fentured
within the grounds than in great exhibi-
tions of the past, _

To he vightly comprehensive recognition
shonld be ncearded the development of the

drama within the last fifty years, a period |

marked by the rise of the distinetively
Ameriean stage, The opportunity to ems
phasize  whnt  hus  been necomplished, a
teansformation which, despite mueh froth,
has been healthy and encouraging, is at
Band if the Hull of Vietory is intelligently
designed.

Architectural  ingennits  has  discovere
means of sdapting large auditoriums to th
presentution of plays,

If the competitive plan system is adopted
it will ennble the promotors of the enter-
prise to examine all its possibilities for
public servies, The welfare of the drama
and irs relation 1o the soclal fabrie are ns-
suredly well within the scope of a univer-
sal exposition.

ROUGH ROADS TO KNOWLEDGE
DUCATION of any =ort worthy of the
name cunnot be aeyuired in the open
market lke o =it of elothes, It eannot
be supplied by a grafting process, nor can
It he packed into an unwilling brain. Dr,
W. H. I'. Faunce, president of Brown Uni-
versity, wis, we suspeet, irritated by fresh
eviflence of this general truth when in A
bacenlaurente sermon ot the Drown eom-
mencement lie abserved that at lenst
per ecent of the young men who gn to
universities woul) bhe better eitizens nnd
happiler if they vemained ar home.
Intelleetunl cagerness anid

a quality of
mind that makes for morality In its broad
sense, Dir. Founee sald, nre necessiary pres
liminaries to education.  More amd nore
peaple ure coming ndmit that enloaree
cannot be arquirad, sven in the luxurious
Amerienn universities, withour effort, lubor
or appreciation on the part of the person
seeking culture.

While D, Faunee was tulking o the
student bady at Drown University, a voung
man {n New York wus giving a trinmplant
demonstration of what teae eduentlon menns
and costs, and showing how Httle It has to
do with fraternities, commenceinent ora-
tions and what 15 ealled the college spirit.
Alfred Floegel, a lodger in o blenk gurrert,
won the rize of Rome.  The I'rlze of
Rome ix an endowment under which voung
artists who prove their talent amd willing-
nesk to wark are ennbled to study for three
vears in lraly,

Young Mr, Floegel diddn't go to colloge,
He had only casual training in art sehools
IIe labored in his garret for nbout seven
yveurs, and he labored for the most puer at
night, since fie had to work for a living,
And it happens that the artlse who won 1!

Prize of HNome in the preceding  conrest
worked guite as hoard as Floegel did il
wax nx often hungrey,  Both of these valng

men have ncquired a sort of edueation (line
ls not to be bought with woney,

MR. HUGHES ON HATE
HAT dil Secretary  of
mean by his anti-hate

University  of Michigan

State Hughes
speech e
Yoestepdny ¥

the

Armageddon inevitable or, at least, to
render preventive understandings impossible,

The world now is far worse off In this
respect than it ever was before. The old
popular dislikes are bardening or being de-
liberntely hardened by diplomatic processes.
It was easy for war propagandists to pump
excesses of hute Into the minds of natlons,
It is far loss easy to get that hate out
angnin after it hos seeved the temporary
purpose for which it was intended.

Tt is to be hoped that Mr. Hughes was
recommending, as ho seemied to recommend,
n better and saner understanding of the
problems of plain people in one nation by
plain people in others. There is, of course,
in some isolated divizions of the newspaper
press persistent, reckless eampaigns of In-
ternntional incitement, But, on the whaele,
the discussion of foreign affairs in Amer-
jran newspapers has been patient and tem-
perate.  Amerfenn newspapers have been
doing their hest to give Internntional nffalrs
a thorough airing. And who will presume
to deny that forelgn affairs needed it?

ONLY PRACTICABLE WAY TO
GET BETTER RAPID TRANSIT
The Mitten Plan of Clty Ownership and
Company Operation of New
Lines Will Work
MI{ MITTEN, in his statement to the
stockholders of the Philadelphia Rapid
Transit Company  yesterday  afternoon,
eluboruted his plan, outlined some time ago,
for the city to build all future extenslons of
rapld transit lines and lease them to his
compiany 1o operate. 1o ix confident that
he ean curn enough in the long ran to pay
the interest on the cost and o provide a
fund for rotiring the bonds when they fall
due, and also to pay dividends on the shares
of the Rapid Transit Company,

The declarntion of a dividend of 3 per cent
on the shares of the compuny ps the firet
installment on a yearly dividend of § per
cent promised in December, and paid ont of
earnings, Indicites that Mr. Mitten {s uble
to do what he says he ean do. 8o when he
says that he can pay rentul to the clty for
new lines, he 18 not merely talking for effect,
but s spenking with demonstruted Kknowl-
edge of what he has already done.

He proposes a war to solve the transit
problem and to provide for the growth of
the city, No better wuy Lus yet been sugs
gested,

The merit {n Mr, Mitten's suggestion thar |

the city build all new car Ynes and leage
them to an operating company les in the
fuct that the fixed charges, {f the ¢ ity hullds
the lines, will be less than if they are bullt
by the Rapid Transit Company, The olty
can bhorrow money for 4 per cent. 1t is al-
most {imposeible for any public service cor-
poration to horrow any money nt the present
time, and if it {s fortunate enough fo find a
lender it has to pay a high rote of interest.
The Pennsylvania Railrond Company had to
pay ¥ per cont on {ts last issue of bonds.
Now if the city lays the tracks in the
Roosevelt Baulevard at a cost of £1.000.000
and leases them to the Rapid Transit Com-
pany on terms similar to thoze on which it
las leased the Frankford line, the fixed
charges would be much less than if the rran-
sit company got a franchise and Iald the
tricks ftself,  And the same would be true
of other extensions now under consideration.

The argument of economy is unanswer-
able. The old practlee tonk no considern -
tion of economy. The cur riders of the
present are stlll paxing interest on the eost
of the old horse cars, and on the cost of the
Lorses long sinee dead, and on their feed,
and it {s said even on the =traw that used to
he strewn on the floors of the cars in the
winter to keep the feet of the passengers
warm, There plan of  retiring
honds issued. Whenever
unything had to be bought new bonds were
fesued and added to the obligatinns of the
ronds, and the riders suffered from poor
service fnoorder that the moner they puid in
might go to pay the (nterest on the bonds
and the dividends on the watered stock, The
results have not heen satisfuctory.

Complete private control of transit faeili-
ties has produced such n mess that the heet
opinton years ago began to faver the in-.
vestment of public money In car lUnes. The
voters of this clty commirted themsslves to
it a few yenrs ago when they authorized the
issue of bonds for careying out & plan for 4
syetem of high-speed lines, If it i right
for the eity ta build elevared lines nnd sub-
waye nnd surface lines to extend the clevated
lines, I Is just as right for it 1o build other
surfare lines to provide transportation where
It is needed,

The them if we are
to linve them rendy to accommadite the tpaf-
fic of the coming falr, for the Rupid Transit

was nn

onee they wern

vity will have to hui)

Compuny {8 in no position to g0 into the
cpen market to get the pones
Mr. Mitten would 1lke the <itx ta hur the
existing lnes and lease then o him on e
basts of 0§ per eent of thetr row Rt it is
NOr NACCKRATY AL present o oonsder this
| question.  Tndeed, it mare not he wise 1o
| consider 1t nt all until the needed extAnSInn,
are huilt and until they Lave Legian 1o enrn
| enough under the leases 14 carry the interest
1. and nmortization funds Then the honeds
| fxeued Wil cease 1o run sgainst 1he limited
dlebit of the ciey and the

Likee |

Secretary Weeks at Western Resoryo Uni- |

versity o duy or twa uga, My .lllign-’:-' cliose
w vantage polnt In the Middle, or mope-gp-
less Middie, West  fram which to deljver
a message of unusuul and browl menning,

Mr. Weeks «wung o lght but shurp Insh
over those people who have by care Ing n
passion for reform o 0 point of
fanaticism.  Mr. Hughos was loss expllcit
than his (udiyer volleague, Al his refor-
ences were Lulireer gud meant. appiarent]y,
for the ecars of thore aceustomed 1o the In-
terpretation of profound ahstractions.  Thgy
Is not like the Secretary of ®tate, who pop.
mally speoks from the shoylder in lang
that anybody can undersinml

What we kuow s that Mr. Hughes po-
grets the sort of eriticlsm and liseysslon
which tends to encourage Intersintional hate
and susplelon,  And, reading lLetween the
lines, It appenrs that the persistence of wap
paychology and {ts  expression in cop-
remptuous and disdainful tirades aimed by
the people of one nation at the people of
another muake the decent  sottloment of
important Internationul issues difficult for
officers of government at Washington und
everywhere ¢lge,

It Mr. Hughes has Legun the eampaign
of reasoning which is necessary to gor the
polson of war fever ont of the internationn!
ntmosphere and the internntional mind he (s
to be commended for attacking o diffioult bue
highly necessary job. Al that he suys—ar,
to put it more directly, all that he implies
In true. The Germans and the British, the

wo i

uange

1

| which the boulevayd ran

French and the Germans, the Prussians and |

the Russlans, the Americuns und the Eng-
lish didn't like each other any oo well be-
the war. And it i not too muech to
Ignorance and il
a8 much as anything else to make

praper trentment of
the alder lnes ean b tiken up dn rhe light
of the of with the
newer Hies

lesson the oxperimoent

The thing todo now s o ggree o g defi-
nite progream of extension into the disteiets
nil now wel ervedd, ind rnegy tn lllfliie nr-

il
the least possihie delay.

The Roeaxevelr Bonlevard line swill naryp.
ally vome fiest, for the nead of thge je Ben-
There s wleendy a consid-
popuiation n the disepint through

<and there are Inrge

Fangements 7ol b

2 e new lines with

erally aditted
erahle

business  establishiments

thiere whicli need
serviee, Bt the boulevard 18w beayrity
thoroughfare which van be snjoyed at pres-
ent only by the owners of niotor velifcles,

As soon n& u street-car line beging 1 Oper .
ate along It there will he ‘I"'-l'.'l'[‘t-.l i ]IIl"P
amount of pleasure riding by peaple who
wish to get nto the open coungry i tben
eitien such boulevards are pude aroeaxibls
to, the of the peaple in thiy wqy
There 18 no gowld reason why the Penple nf

Hiss

thix city should nat enjoy the same priyy.

leges

MARS PASSES BY

: ahout ax ditleult (o neasure the
I Hwbts of hmnn credulity as to futhem
the depthis of infinite spare. We gre reudy
to believe anything, and in times pust en
have gone to war over differences on the
niast  preposterous  theories, the extablish -
ment of which dnoany event wus heyond
human ability,

Just now we #@re hearing much gbout the
possibility of communlvating with  Mars,

p

I=

which on Sunday reached the point in Its
orbit nearest to the earth. Even then It
was more than 40,000,000 miles away,

It is, of course, impossible to commus«
nicate with Mara or for Mars to commu-
nieate with the earth In the accepted means
ing of the word unless Mars In inhabited
by living creatures with n language and
with some Inventive Ingenulty.

But the most powerful telescope does no
more than magnify Mars so an to make it
look as it wonld appear to the naked eye
if it were only 25,000 miles away, Now
any canul vielble to the naked eye at a
distance of 25.000 miles would have to be
pretty large, so much larger, in fact, than
nny artificlal work of mah thaf the crea-
tures who dug it must be giants or pos-
sesked of dredging mashinery of remarkable
efficiency.  Of course, Mars may be In-
habited —~- the astronomers may it has an
atmosphere which would sustaln life—but
it must be admitted that the possibility of
getting evidence of life on the planet is
remote indeed,

Now, ns to communieating with the living
crentures there, the first essential in a lan-
gunge understood hoth on the earth and on
Mars. It (s possible for men spenking
different languages to learn how to com-
municate with each other on the earth,
and it also is possible for learned men to
decipher inseriptions in a forgotten lan-
guage, but it tnkes a long time in each in«
Etanee,

Let us assume that the inhabitants of
Mars nre sending wireless messages to the
earth and that they can be received on the
instruments we have; how are we to know
what the words mean when we have no key
to the language? OFf courss, no one thinks

| that the Martinns speak English or French

or Chinese or Sanserit or even German.
They do not know what the Morse code (s
and we do not know what thelr code is, if
by chance they tolegraph in code instead of
sending the volee over the intervening dls-
tance of 42,000,000 miles by telephone.

Yet in spite of all this we are likely to
continue to rend about messages from Mars
and the efforts of Marcon! and the others
to get Into communication with the planet.

MR. PINCHOT'S CITIZENS' COM-
MITTCE
By GEORGE NOX MeCAIN

ITFFORD PINCHOT'S Citizens' Com-

mittee to study the Income, expenditures
and approprintions of the Commonwenlth,
which lolds its initlal meeting In this city
today, will inaugurate a new era in the
fiscal affnirs of the State. And a new era Iy
not only due, but is absaliutely essentinl to
the honest and economical administrntion of
our finances,

The practically limitless lihernlity of past
Legislatures, partienlarly the lust one, and
the unsavory revelations concerning affairs
in the former State Trensurer’s nnd Audi-
tor General's offices have left no deubt in
the mind of every honest cltizen that the
time for n new and up-to-dute system in the
State’s fiscal management i« at hand.

The selection by Mr. Pinchot of a com-
mittee of lending eitizens, under the chaire
manship of Dr, Clyde 1.. King, of the Unl-
versity of Pennsylvania, natlonally known
as o publicist, hns heen the most far-sighted
movement ever inaugurated by any candi-
date for Governor.,

Granted that 1t is unofficinl, that t is
without express sanction of Legislature or

| direction of law, yet its membership earries

no salary or emolument of any kind. It
will agk for no appropriation, For these
reasons it will command the support of that
great body of ecitizens who believe that
economy {8 {nseparable from clenn politics,

A briefer and more appropriate designa-
tion for it would be the Budget Commin-
sion, for, after all, ull of its recommenda-
tions will be In that direction.

It must have an intelligent appreclation,

an understanding of the detail work, of
every depurtment on Capitol Hill, An im-
partial and  searching inquiry inte the

| methads that have provalled for years must

be made, for it is generally acknowledged
that present financial methods at Harris-
burg are antiquated, obsolete, ineficlent and
extravagant.

The State is burdened with a multipleity
of commissions.  They are not only ex-
pensive,  but  unnecessary, They were
created to supply jobs for politieal parti-
sans.  They should be abolislied, Their ac-
tivities should be ecentrallzml in depart -
ments already in existence.  What is true
in thix respect I8 true of other bureaus and
directorntes,

Every Chief Executive in the histors of
Pennsylvanin, no matter what his pre\:ioun
experience with finunclal affuirs in Henate
or Housge hae been compelled to undergo
a wsort of training which only reached a
point of cffieiency atout the time he was
preparing to retire from offive,

Gifford Pinchot's cxperiones of affalrs at
Whashington, and in latrer years at Harris-
hurg, his knowledge burn of Intimate con-
tact with the inxide of things, particularly
tinuneial economy in wdininistration, {n.
spired the appointient by lim of the com-
mittee which meets hore today,

If the publicespirited men and women
who eompose it perfurm their dutles T -
estly, impartially and intelligently, with a
comprehensive report of their findings nnd
reeommendations, Gifford Pinchot will have
been educated for his job of Governor Instend
of being educared by it. He will be in pos-
sesslon of fuets wnd recommendations that
eould not posslbly be acquired within a
vear after the time of lis innuguration as
Governor.

He will, or chould, Lave {n the findings
of this commirtes wn usset nevep possessed
by any ane of his predecessars,

Its importance, therefore, eannot Le un-
dervalued, either in it relationship to the
incoming Governor or the henefits which will
acerue to the taxpayer from fis netivities,

THEATRICISM AT THE HAGUE

F'RAYMOND  I'OINCARE continues

much longer his polley of protest and
l"l"l'lll"f‘ﬁ“i'-ll, his  eapacity  far frightening
Europe by a simulntion of French irrecon -
cilahility will be under serjous suspicion,

After many warnings and threats of re-
pudiation, the Government of Franee hns
annonnes] NS entranes  into The Hngue
procecdings, to begin on June 26, on Lerins
virtually identical with those of every ol
nation exvept Russin, '

It is emphosized in Paris that (e Frenen
delegates ' will adhers to the French poliey
us autlined at Genon and will stick elosely to
the French vcontention that the Sovier ny-
thorities must  recoznize the principla of
respocting private-owned property and the
paviment of foreign debts,'”

Whereln does this dietum differ from that
whieh Mr. Lloyd George hag from time to
time lnid down?  In what way s it in con-
filet with the prineiples upheld by other so-
called copitnlistie nations?

Of course, it would never do for M. Poin-
vare to state baldly that he was in yecor)
with the Reitish  Prime Minister,  The
Lienlth of the present curious Government
in France is apparently dependent upon the
pretense of independent initintive and (e
stage gestures of truculence.

The conl sirike lhns
Insted eleven weeks, It
. tloesn’t seem that lone,
does it No, it doest't sevom that long.
Exvept, of course, to the wminer's wife, 'Fu
the midner's wife 1t seems very long indeed,
I'. B, —The reader may string this out inte
free verse if he wants J0.

O1' hing Coal

THE STORY OF DAN AHN

A Poor Korean Farmer's Sen Whe
Did In Two Years the 8choal Work
- of Four, Besides Supporting

Himaelf by Tell

By GEORGE NOX McCAIN

PENNIMAN, of the "niversity of
In Omwake,
E. Bparks,
ent  emeritus of Etnte College; 1)1'i
L)
. and ull the rest of the digni-
taries amd divines who head the univerpities
And e?nlcu of Pennsylvania are breathing
rare b

l;ennllylvanu: George
president of [lesinus: Fidwin

Tunt, of  Bucknell; Dr.

Aydelotte,
Rwarthmore

it rniny days in June.

Théy have nent
into ¢
allotted tamks, |
In n few brief years, however, the afore-
rald  world-menders and advisers to
Architeet of the Universe will discover just
where they get off,

It I an age-old story.

It begam, possibly, with the first gradu-
ating class Tlmm Oxford SN years or so 0.

It will end when the last cluss of the last
university on the lust continent of this old
earth fumbles itx Imitation sheep sking and
starta forth on its tinal mission,

Great is youth!
(ireater far, however, are ita dlsillusion«
menta,

SUMMON the cheer
heralds of academic

leaders, the mock
activities!

The aglle instigntors of the rhﬂhm‘l,;

ululationg of the undergraduate body
every University, college, prep or high school
that has earned the right to put a team on
the turf or a sprinter on the cinder path.

This iy a recital of toil, not sport.

Educationalsannals overflow with storles
of American boys who, defying lack of op-
portinity or funds, have fought their way
to tue front.

Remark that T say American boys.

They have everything in their favor.

They are at home. They speak the plain
llr)ﬁ:up of triumphant democracy.

ey are to the manner born, though poor,

obscure, unsung.

HIS8 is the story of Dan Ahn.

The cheer leaders will pote that the
name is rhythmie.

Tdkewise that it is delightfully indefinite,

In the nomenclature of the nations it
might be either German, Danish, Jeelandie,
Maya, Portuguese or IMitch.

It in neither. 1t ix Korean. It is the
name of n bﬂi who had n glorious faith in
Amerien and her opportunities,

Immtigrants like Joseph riestley, philoso-

her; the elder Belmont, finaneier: Carl

hurz, soldier and statesman, and Michael
Pupin, sclentidt, and other brilllant men
whose natural talents were fashioned in the
Iathe of American opportunity, cume here
with hereditary ability that singled them
out for distinction.

Daniel H, Ahn i& of another breed and
color., He 18 a poverty child of the dreamy
Orient,

The men T have named above were of the
Oceldent; the blatant, sclf-assertive, arro-
gant Uccldent,

ANIEL H. AHN, of Haiju, Korea, I8

twenty-four yonrs old,

He s sturdy, dark-skinned, dark-eyed,
coarse-hnired, muscular, eager, intense,

When I saw him he was one of forty-
geven graduates to receive diplomas at the
hands of the prineipal of one of the leading
preparntory schooln of the East,

He is the son of a poor Korean farmer.

Tle is the only boy in a family of seven
in the sunrise land.

In the oceaslonal periodical Hterature of
his native country he had read of Amerles.

It was only cusually, because the heel of
Japan has been heavy on the neck of this
subject ruce,

Like Priestley and Pupin and all the rest
of that brillinnt array of Oeccidentul gen-
fuses, thiz Korean furmer's body yearned for
knowledge.

E LEFT Halju in the hope of securing
an education.

Ignorant of English, he shipped on an
Amerlcan vessel and arrived in San Fran-
ciseo six years ago nbsolutely pennllens,

He did odd jobs along the Barbary Coast,
San Franeisco’'s waterfront famed in fact
and fiction.  He finully landed a job in a
paint factory.

It war dusty, unhealthy and disagreeable.
That's why he got it.

He worked there for four years, mean-
time taking a course in English at the free
night schools of the eity,

FE HAD heard of the great schools of

the Fast, but his ideas were indefinite.
He reached Philadelphin to find his expenses
had eaten up his xavingw, -

In this eity lie had n chance meeting with
a fellow countryman that changed the whole
course of his life,

His friend was a graduate of the Perkio-
men School, where they help deserving boys
along the highway to higher educatlon,

Kim, his chance friend, told him the
uill;ocl authortties would uld him. And they
did.

Constantly working and studying, in two
vears the young Koreun completed a course
to which the uvernge American boy usually
devotes four years,

ANIEL 11, AN has only begun.

He intends tn take civil engineering in
one of the leading universities of the Fast,

By working on u farm or doing anything
in the way of honest offort that will bring
bim un extra dollar this summeg, he rxpects
to enter eollege this fall and ultimately
graduate with his degree of ', B,

Al this summer, while the rest of his class
are having a1 good time, this lad will be
working by dny and studying by night.

After the completion of his course at col-
lege he plans to return 1o hig native land
and put his engineering knowledge into
pr clive.

1: will be a strange thing if Daniel H.
Ahn does not become one of the great engl-
neers of Koren

HE oddest feature of this litg)e story Is
ne which | usk the cheer leaders to
emphasize,

Dan Ahuo i< alse n Pennsylvania Duteh-
man'! )

Oh! but he's w rare bipd,

In nddition 10 mustering
language perfectly he lus ae
murkable proficvieney in the
Duteh dinleer,

He can converse as tluently with the na-
tives "fl [:m;k'- tid Montgomery Countles l:n
Pennsylvanin German  us thougl | ;
one of thelr number, &h: 9 “were

To the cheer leuder: Fverybody t
Rah ! Rah! Rah' To0dy; tousthiey

vDepencl-es] Aolop,*

e —————————

Wheh  Chief |
Looking Pleasant ‘ot wus l.n-.m-ldu ‘wh‘:

London  camoramen  1h
look pleasant. he replied:  *That g the
caslest thing 1 do.” We onn wel) imugine
that the “'":'.]"" wire accompunied by the
sTaft smile. A whitkical good Lumor
of course, prompted the pemark; pluppe
ness (to be dbereet) and physical fitnesy
doubtiess made 11 sooth: but buck of jr 4
ix the phitlosophy that hus cultivated cheer-
fulness even under adverse clrewnstaneps
and this 1t s that endears the great Amer.
wenn jurist to his fellow countrymen.

the English
ulred a re-
ennsylvania

- The career of  Miss
Wateh Miss Rott 1, o0 voest Cape May,
N. J., will be wutched
with interest.  Boys Luve been common |n
the Itott family for genceatlons past, but
she s the first buby givl to be born in it
for 112 years. It is u sign of the timey,
Woman at last is coning Into her own,#
The New York police have discovered
an ordinance that bans the ballyhoo, and
hepenfter Coney Islund shows will be minu
barkers, Does not thix suggest the hoe-
vl thought that  sooner or later the
guardianx of the Inw will insist upon mus.
aling the hot dog?

nt week is a thing of the past.
the world-menders out
sireas and storm to perform their

the

“FULL SPEED ASTERN

\

NOW MY IDEA IS THIS!

Daily Talks With Thinking Philadelphians on Subjects They
Know Best

HOLLINSHEAD N. TAYLOR
On Revising tes Buillding Code

THE building code of the City of Phila-
delphla is in need of conmsiderable re-
vislon, says Holllnshead N, Taylor, chair-
man of the Industrinl Committee of the
Chamber of Commeree and a director of that

organization. )

“While the building code of Philadelphin
is not much more severe thun thoxe of most
of the other large cities,’’ sald Mr. Taylor,
t'gtill it contains some rather antiqunted
rovistons, and it Ix these which we would
ke to see changed. There ean besno doubt
that it has neted in an unfavorable manner
in the case of some industries which we are
considering loeating in this eity, even fo the
point of eausing =ome of them either to loente
outside the city limits or {o go to nltogether
different loealities,

“URome of these building lawe tend fto
rajse the cost of building eonstruction in the
eity unneeessarlly and some of the others
are objected to by probably a majority of
those interested in the building construction
industry. Therefore a reasonable revision
of them would have a generally favorable
action upon the building progeams In the
eity at large and would encourage the erec-
tlon of more ptructures,

The Area Limits X
“For example, the nrea of buildings wit

undivided floor space is limited to 23, feet
in first-class bulldings, 15,000 feet in sec-
ond+class buildings, 7500 feet for third-class
butldings having two-inch plank floors and
000 feet for third-class bulldings of ordi-
limit on area

nary conatruction, with no
for one-story bulldings working In non-
combustible materials.

““These provislons requive reconsider-

ation, and certalnly the matter of one-story
buildings, which the Bullding Bureau now
fnterprets so that o one-story building used
for working non-combustible muterials,
which vovers the bulk of manufacturing in
the City of Phlladelphia, 18 restricted to
15.000 gecond-cluss and 705 and 0000
third-clars. 1t is very doubtful whether this
wak the intentlon of the law when it was
drafted, and it (s also questionable whether
the proportionate areas referred to for the
various olasses of building construetion
correspond to the relative fire bazard of
these classes of construction.

“The Thiludelphia code, differing from
that of many other cities, allows no credit
on floor areas or on classes of construction,
ete., ariging from the lmproved fire bazard
due to sutomatic-sprinkler systems, Ir is
altogether likely that a third-clusy bullding
equipped  with sprinklers  for combustible
contents is quire as good from thisx stand-
point as n first-class building which s not
cquipped with theso devices.

The '‘Sandwiched’’ Bullding

s Another matter which needs rendjust-
ment is that no conslderation as to type of
construction or size is given for the location
of a building, #o that the same liwmits apply
to u bullding sandwiched in bhetween two ad-
jneent factories ns 1o a building with three
distinet street frontuges. This is particy-
larly unwise when npplying to bulldings
wtanding free in lurge factory sites, uy iy
the case of so wmnny modern factorfes.

sophe Phlladelphin building laws do not
allow temporary construction of any sort,
and all bulldings must be construcied in
full necordunce with the code, Temporary
LS of bulldings, Intended for ure for g
limited time, might reuxsonably be constryete
under & bonding system.

“The party wall is another thing which
might well be modified to some extent, I'ho
Huilding Department interprets the building
code on party wulls to meun that under y
connideration can a first-class struciare he
bullt to the party line, but must be kept
at least six nnd one-half inches awuy g
permit the ndjoining owner to build an ol4.
fashioned party wall.  Now, on 4 twenty -
foot lot, keeping uway slx and n half (nehoy
on each slde wenns w loss of nopre than 3
wr eent of the ground areu. The cade shouly
w ko modified 08 1o permit each UWNEE (o
bulld to his own line,

Dependent Upon Improvemenis
**An Injustice Is nlso practiced by the ofty

authorities, Including the Building Bureay.
in refusing to grant bullding permits nt or

adjacent o Intended clty improvoments
which mls not at tlat time have been fully
determined upon. Thug, in the case of pho

»"7 Parkway, which was delayed in coustruetion

for six or elght years, many of the adjacent
woperties were rendered practically value-
Im dyging that entire time.

““The bullding code also requires certain
thicknesses of walls in Erﬂrortlon to the
length and the width of a bullding, Irrespec-
tive of the londing, 'This is an obsolete
provision dating back to the time of =olid
hriek walls, nnd should be modernized. The
Building Bureau already makes concessions
on thix matter, permitting pilastey and pier
econstruction, but it would be better if this
were elearly outlined in the code, The exits,
stalrways, ete., of all buildings are at the
diseretion of the chief of the burenu. With
the present chief, who ix n very competent
man, this does not work a hardship, but
this mnrter should also be clearly covered in
the code,

“The code at present recognizes nothing
but brick fire walls in muking subdivieions
of lnrge areas; less expensive amd cumber-
some types of construction should be per-
it ted,

“Plastering is another paint which should
be revised, The code demunds three-coat
p-astering, whereas In actusl practice one,
two and three couts ure used, It also re-
quires terra-cotta buildings to be plastered
on the outside, an unnecossary burden,

As to Re-enforced Concrete

“The Il“‘ﬁ‘un re-enforced conerete re-
quire an engineering inspector to be paid
for by the owner, With such construction In
the hands of competent firms this is un
unuecessary nnd large expense, and with a
dishonest or incompetent contractor it glves
lttle if any protection.

*‘In obtnining a building permit at the
r_mu-m time the sanction of the Bullding
fepartment, the Hurenu of Health, the
Burenu of Surveys, the Bureny of Highways,
the fire marshal and in many coasey the Art
Jury I8 required. It would save much
time, expense and confusion if one office ot

authorlty could fssue u permit cov
these sphicres, r Rreries all

Our cominittee lins 1
up with the eity officials
clded dispositiun minong
laws confurm to the be
elty. The members of
consisting of Charles
Swlth wnd John I,
', Flunnery,

aken these matters
and we find u (Je-
them to muke the
ot interests of the
., our sub-committee,
F. Bower, Arthur D,
I, assisted by Fdward
have gone thoroughly Into the
whole muatter and have devoted a grent
deal of time and effort toward sug-
gesting such changes an will make the code
more acceptable 1o those who desire 1
locate plants in Philadelphin, Wig), the
changes which they have suggested, | belleyve
that this result will be wecomplished, ' ¢

What Do You -Know?

Quiz
1. What tropical possession of the United

Stiten I8 devoted almost e
the production of ulus.m-"m““mle .

- Why Is u greyhound so called ?
« What 15 o succedaneum?
o In what opera does the f
known as the
Who wrote the
Agonistes"?
Who s Camille Flammurion?
What ix meant by a “modusg operand|"?
. What color is sable In heruldry #
wt'ul;lbl\;{.;u- the Urcat Prophets of the

When did the monurehy of Nopwyy
come sepsrated frtnuytiwwm:.‘i“") be-

o

o8 amous nu
Misercere” uuuur?mh"

dramatic poem, “"Samson

-]

= m - ;m

10,

Answers to Yesterday's Quiz

1. The Bleilian Vespers 1a the N
the mussacre of the l}-‘,-:..::(!}‘]" i:‘lh:i.'n-l:“
an Naster Monday, 1289, Wt the -lu. Y
uf the vespor bell, owing to the n“".'",u]
Hes they Bad committed uydep Ol Pk
of Anjuu. The phrase hyg |,m.0::‘”'"‘
BYNONYM for 0 geberal musgyore "
hilll'i!ﬁ'l‘h.nrf"i A Midsummer N ht!
l'l‘--l;lu. I’uttl'h declures, vy ‘IH‘;I“::
ol e L 1
mlﬂl‘ uround the eurth gy forty min-
wamipan ds w
river bont,
1 The Island of Muauritiue s fy g,
Ceewn cast of Madugascar
Lo Grent Brituin )
b Leopold 11 wias the predeve s
ad Khng of the Belgluns
%, tiurn-l'ul liuuru;' ll:.
anious Confederate oy
Huttle of Gettysburg 1 1?‘1?:; o
N :l\hm-rlu :T a Iwm-)-hunm-pl, :
., The Latln phrase, “noy : ‘e W
nienns ‘ilt i not tlnuuul.“”“ mventuy,
. Mosquito 18 u word lmported fyp
Npunisl 1U bs u diminutive ' fopm e

1A Chinese Mat-bottamed

Indiun
L belongs

woul Albepy
Pickert 100

= @@=

“mosca fly, and hence meany Illornll;

Mitle fly,
10, Juguar shuuld be promoficed “Jug-wap,"

SHORT CUTS

Canton s secing Bun's spots.

The tune Pan plays upon his pipe tl
pleages most js "Cgerﬂeu ::ore ripe."

It may even sometimes ba that the
ture of a ronfession depends on the im
tive powers of the administrators o
third degree,

That portion of the population of
lnnd that marches under the red flag caw
not expect either kympathy or support
the world at large.

The Young Tady Next Door But (
says that when the poet spoke of *!
delight'* he was Jnrnblhl!‘ referring to ¢
gundies, volles and crepes,

When the Irish Constitution (blis
free from the eomplications a waiting
feared) is finnlly ratified, statesmanship ma
put n green feather In its cap.

Morvieh hag heen beaten by Whisk
away: which, somechow, s suggestive
of a horse race than a round of vodka ch
by the spirit of departed hooch.

Why go thirsty? You can get a botthl
of champoagne for twenty-two million
in l'rt.mgmd. Then again, why not
thirsty? Why go to Petrograd?

Clothing designers are to meet in
city next week. If they can design so
1lun§ conservative with well-lin PO
they'll make n hit with family heads,

German statistician has figured that
cost Columbus 87250 to discover Amerlen}
und the chances are all his relatives scold
him for the way he wasted his money.

By the time every office bullding |
ecquipped with a parking space equal to
needs of its auto-driving tenants soid tens
ants will have switched to air fllvvers,

The \'ounk Lady Next Door But Om
surmises that Key positions are held in the
‘Treasury Department only hy thnse who an
able to sing the *“'Star Spangled Banner.

Men are to be asked to help plck lﬂ
“twelve most {fmportant women.'' Bou

to be a fiszle, Most men hnve trouble lu
picking one; nnd some of them pick wron.

" .

If the effort to displace the Tariff Bl
with the Bonus Bill were to result in
bills being jolted out of existence the country
would perhaps be better off than {t has 8
right to expect,

Dr. Marriott, of Bwarthmore, sass that
in the course of six months or so we an
llable to learn what, (f anything, the astrone:
mers saw on Mars last week, But why this
unseemly haste?

The Chieago Judge who after tryin
8500 divorce cases denles that marriage I
n fallure has not allowed a speck on
glasses of daily experlence to distort bl
vision of a falr field.

local restaurant pinched because of
nlleged game of chance for large stakeh
Presumably if it had revised its &
and made it large steaks chance would
heen eliminated and there would lave
uo trouble,

I'rocess of de-inking newsprint Hl"
newly discovered, may make it possible @
salvage much of the 2,200,000 tons of papt
annually consumed. And this, in its WA,
is going to huve un jmportant bearlog 08
forest conservation.

It is naturally the aim of all students
of the shipping situation that the $50,000.
000w year which the Government 1%
losing on its shipping sball not he lm’l’“ﬁ
uted, but there is some slight difference
opinion us to the means to be taken.

I'vride hns many curlous lnanlhmllolll:
Elisubeth, N. J., man hos written the A
dietown, N. Y., anthorities for a (%@
pound chunk of a cottonwoud tree reﬂﬂm
eat down, his reason being that an e
‘was hanged thereon in revolutionary !

N chickens

Neventy - five

Imaginative hatched by the mmlll
Incubator eggs thrown on o e
huve aroused, it i sl

the vul!mniurm{ ul’I resldents lI'lE Nt'\‘\":;l'-
The owner of the eggw e wiu
thoughit them infertile, but nothing mli
kind bas been alleged of the huaglod

the fuithful corresponglent. -




