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| Matsinger, W. Phila,,
Is When Rum Was 127/,
Cents a Quart

4 —

D WAGES WERE $8 A DAY

——

I
|
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‘B story of daye when West Phila- |
P wan farm land s told by Mi.
8l Matalnger, who has lived In an old
houre at Forty-second stroot and
Mand avenie seventy-nine veare. |
¥, Matsinger was born in the an-
dwelling, and, although he does
£ how old the house actually s, |
B8 Belfeves it was bulit before the birth |
parenis, |
han been purchased by William
» and Is to he torn down soon
@ room for a garage.
e, Matsinger ix stlll nctively en-|
in business. belng a building con-
Fhile wing up with West Phila-
fhin, lﬂ:nlntlrest in the dn'rslnumrnﬂ
farm and waste Innds wout of |
Rl rhuylkill was digtracted, appar-
BREy, by the development of the move-
el for prohibition. For, when asked
RN . e “old days'" and how timen
A Ay changed, hie first thonght was|
o hbout the passage of the Eighteenth
aendment, i
‘“Them Were Good Okl Days'’
“When I was a young man,'’ re-
ed Mr. Matsinger, *‘you could buy |
for twelve and a half ecents o

nd darn good whisky 1t was, |
was unthought of In those days.
‘ place we had ale and porter.

At lnlr'n the time [ have sven the har-
. oom of the old Mahlonville Tavern
and maybe only one or two men |

]
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: those days Forty-third street was
known ns the Old Mill Creek
wan the dividing line between'
Ing and Blockley Townships
in still a twelve-foot enlvert um‘rr
reet. It empties Into the Schuyl- |
ver. Woodland avenue was then
as the old Darby road, a part
King's Tlighway.

Got War Rates Even Then
“*They cnll &8 n day good money now,
a number of us fellows used to gL
& day for unloading eval barges fifty
ago for old man Mnhlon, whe at!
time owned n sawmlill, grist min,

ﬂ.ﬂd lumber yard nnd fce houses
A the creek. The barges used to

up to where Woodland avenue
erosces, nnd on the other side of
ptreet wns the les house.

e road from what i now Thirty-
street to Darby was all planks.
*s the time I have seen scores of
marched over {t by thelr masters,
in Rlockley Township, we had to
Sixty-ninth street to vote, Which
inds me :
_""Did you ever hear why DPresident
A anan got the name of Ten-Cent
= J" he queried.
- "Well,"" he continued, drawing con-
iy on his pipe. *‘Buchanan sald
f he was eclected the people would
able to buy for ten cents as much as
y were then paying $10 for. And, by
M, he was right!"
fy. Matsinger sald thdt he built the
trolley trncks between this city and
and drove the first horse car
the road. It war then known as
Road Company,
father was n munufacturer of
baskets, mupplying nearly all of
eotton region. They had thelr own
gardens. Ome winter he made
sleigh bottoms,
. Mntvinger werved in the Penn-

 mlvania Volunteers daring the War of
3 and was in some of the thickest

Scientist Stalks |
~ Antigonish ‘Ghost’

DPantinsed from Page One !
the horses and purchased another
e, which, despite his eareful guarding,

* plso received the same treatment at the
of the *‘spooks.”” Then the mys- |
18 oeccurrences ocensed, and Mr,
nn’l.“ld dismissed the incident from

[t wag not until the following spring

the strange happenings were re-

Chainy and splkes were used

bewlldered farmer to fasten his!

in their stalls, but were of no-

would be found lonsed !

n their stanchions, or placed in an- '

Bee gtall five minutes after the barn

. n vacated, trembling with fear,
: EH In perapiration,

Weird Blulsh Lights

4 Another 1ull cama In the ghostly per-
gmances. During the Interval welrd
| lights are reported to have leen
by a fisherman who passed the
early one evening, Convineed
some one was in the stable he in-
ted, but found It unoecrupled,
ling to arouse the occupantg of
house, which was In darkness, the
continued on his wey greatly
, and not until a recent startling
of events, which resulted (n the
nald family hel:)l‘g driven from
home in the dead of a severe win- |
w, did he make any statement of what
seen, N i
Again the curious happenings ceasel,
) gvil spirit bad evidently been sub- |

the morning of January 6 of this
the first of the lutest serien of '
said to be supernatural events
f Entering the kitchen of )ila
to light the fire, MacDnald was
wised to find cinders on the top of
! e. Looking up at the m-rllm;
- ered that during the night a
@ patch had been burned, His first
ht was of wo
Boards had not-burned more readily,

M the fire destroyed the house,
A minutes later,
; the upholstering of n chalr,
nine feet awny from the stove,
the chalr ont into the snow,
~entered the house, only to find a
ablaze un the opposite side of the
. The couch followed the clinle
X tol the snow, where the fires were
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No Bimn of Incendlarism

‘was then that fear for their lives
| wonal property eniered the
gats of the MacDonald family, The
ﬂl. wan nllnwl-al tor g0 out lute
ternoon, and a thorough search
house for any evidence of In-
arlsm’ wos conducted, Nothing
1 wan discovered, and reussured,
mily retired,
¥ in wns Me, Macldonald that
attemnted to gronse hlm o hnll
jor, saying that she smelled
war unwilling to investigate,
» however, he wua prevalled on

5
%

a search, and discovered lire |

[ blaxlug in the boards abuwut the

ehimney, which had been cold |

“hours, e haud only veturnml
& short time, when he wan called
aputher fire In the some

another investigation
MV 5 were

the hevor,

Ty

il

' kitehen eompletely dumfounded,

nderment that the |

he notlead n |

|
|

79 YEARS
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PHILL IS ON VERGE
OF BULDING BODM

Starting of Big Projects Seen
as Indicating End of Mori-
bund Period

LABOR WILLING TO HELP

““For the first time In years, we can
tell an optimistic story of the bullding
construction outlook.'" — Henry C.

, secretary Master Builders’ Ex-
ehnlgle.

“Building activities in Philadelphin
durl the present year wiil ma'tlr
ex those of 1021,""—Jobn G. WIil-
lams, president Philadelphin Real Es-
tate_Hoard.

““There in a_slight tendency toward
 betterment,”*— A, $tone, Master
Bullders' Company,

“Uncertainty anl the demands of
labor is hulllll\mbnek $50,000,000 worth
yof work, which would otherwise start
within the next ninety days.''—J. W,

Pearce, former president Master Build-

had thoroughly searched the premises,
ﬁ"‘ fumlly retired In fear and trem-
iing. |

Three times Mre, MacDonald warned |
her husband that she smelled smoke he- |
fore he would eonsent to arie, Fipe !
wins fonnd round the stovepipe aguin
anid extinguished, amd Mr, MacDonald |
cat down in the fey eoldness of the
1

AMmost immedintely n fire hrake out
over his head, and scareely hnd he ex-
tinguished it when another was dia-
covered, Tu all five fires were extin-
wnished before the Jdawn broke, Mon-
day wnx uneventfnl, and when Tuesdny
eame Wthout recurrence of the fires the
fonlly began to hreathe sasier.

Spooky Fires Persist

Late on Tuesday afterncon My, Mac- |
Donnald went out to the =table to nttend |
to his stock for the night, and in his
ahsones Mres, Macldnall dlseovorsd p
fire In the wallpaper in the dining room,
She extingnished it with n pan of wuter |
and sent Mary Ellen to ecall her foster |
father, Within n few minutes another |

ire wak discoversd In the game room,
(nnd again the boards over the ceiling

Lroke nto Aamex. The hoarmls which |
wore on fire were thrown out Inro the
snow and MaeDonald statm] that small,
pleces of eotten adhered to them, al- |
thongh they had heen thoroughly swept |
ont the #unday hefore,

Flres were discovered in rags {n an queries he referred to the Mayor,

upstairs room, on various places op the
bare wall, where (t is reperted cotton
was fonnd under the burned spnts, ltl-|
though the paper had been on the wall
for years, and bore no evidenee of belng |
disturbed untll the fire broke onr,

Torrified lest they should lose their
lives and convinesd that some supernat-
nral force had set out to destroy thelr
home, it wns deaided to send to thelr
nearest nelghbor for assistance, Mrg,
MacDonald and Mary Ellen grurted out,
but the aged woman found her deelining |
strength too feable for the ordenl and|
collepsed before half the distance had |
1ien covered, Leaving her fostor maother |
wliere she had fallen in the snow, Mary
Fllen ran on, |

Hearing her erles, Leo and Dan Mac-
Gilliveay, and  Dunean  Maelhnuld, !
neighbors, ran to hér assistance, and
made ready to accompny her on n re-
turn journey, Mary Ellen stayeid with
her foster mother while the men ran
on to the house to assist Mr., MuecDon-
ald.

MacDonald Dazed With Fear

They found him dazed with fear and
hewllderment. He had seen three more
fires break out. While Mr, Muachon-
ald went to assist his wife the three
men watched the house,

ILater In the evening a roaring fire
was built in the kitehen stove, and all
snt around it for warmth. Leo Me-|
GUlllveay was sittlng where he com-
manded a complete view of the dining
room and parior. Suddenly, those pres-

‘ent sald, the whole honse was {llum-|to know the temperature before T jump

inuted by a bluish white light. Leo saw)
that It ecnme from the parlor and
dashed in there., A window shade was
burning from top to bottom. He tore it
down and put the fire out with his
hands. There was much blaze and
smoke, but lirtle heat. From that time
until the following morning the fumily
underwent a most terrifying experience, |

Thirty or more fires are snld to have
broken out, The majority of them were
in odd places, behind plctures on the
wall, on the hare wallpaper, In hoxes
under sofas, and In upholstering, .
cushlon which had been left upstairs a
few moments earller wos found bluzing
in the parlor downwetairs.

A disheloth, which wna lying in a
pool of water on the floor, almost com-

letely saturated, is sald to bave burned
vaun the eyea of the watchers, glving
off a red light. A plece of puper, sat- |
ueated with water, was plekad off the
floor and pluesd on the bare kitehen
table, where It ulinost fmmediarely hurst
inte flnmes, The same story of the
horrors of that night Is twld by all whe
were present.

Nuked Arm and Hand

Just at daylight  Michoel  MactGils
luvry and John Kenny  reached  the
house, When ten foot from the dwell-
Ing they buth ussert they saw a nuked
arm and hand projected from an up- )
stalrs window wnd slowly wnve a white
eloth ag though sigualing. Three times
the cloth was waved, and then the hund
was withdeawn, Investigation revenled
no teace of the hand or Its owner, Soon
afterwnrd the little party =et out for
the MeGillivary home, whers the wit-
nesses of these strunge happenlngs were
glven shelter, ) |

Such singular hippenings withi nu
suituble soluthon, led the Halifax Hee-
ald to procure the seovievs of o teninel
erlminal  investigator, 1. ¢ Caroll,
retired Chief of Pollee, wnd o detective
with a fiest cliss veputation.  In lute |
yeurs, Mre. Carroll has soived two of the
| most baMing murder mysteries in this
gpetion of the country, Accompanicd
by Horold Whidden, Herald reporter,
Detective Carroll went to Cuatedowda
Mills, und slept two mnights in ihe
honse of mystery,

]

Alexander Mac- |
s Donald, who bad left with his wife and
foster daughter, returned und spent the |
two nights with the detective anid the
| reporter, ;

Carcoll stated that jwe was confident |
thut within a short time he wouliq hav
the person responsible for the fires und |
other happenings  under  areest,  and
this conviction wns strengthiened on his
arrival by the fact that throughout the
first night, nothing unnatural happened,
e found no clue, however, to jusiify
his firm behef that the flires were of
limman origin.

| The second night wun hitterly volile= |

well about the house, that when  so eold thnt the oceupants of the houst | 4y with newspiaper editors and puhe |
: Fully dressed, |

wure unable to sleep,
andd wrapped in blimkets, they lay down
| to rest in the kitehen, Stronge sounds
conunenced ut once. Foolsteps  were
heard in a upper eroom; shortly after-
wurd, Whidden received a sharp slap
on the arm, e questioned Carroll as
1o whether he had struek him, and
'urroll roplisd In the negative, stuting

that he, too, had been slapped,
MacDonald, while not asleep, seemed
im a stupor, Mysterlous tappings on
| the outside walls of the house were
d duriug the night, it was de-
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ers’ Exchange,

| *‘Labor is not impeding the construc-
tion of bulldings in Philndelphia, Every
member of our union s an American
citizen,  We have done all we could
to come to an understanding with the
master  buflders,"'—F, X. Sulllvan,
secretary  Bricklayers; Masons and
Plasterers’ Union No. f

All bullders, contractors nnd archl-
teels who are in close touch with the
butlding construction situntion in Phil-
nidelphin agree that there Is o forward
maovement, but there is some difference
of opinion as to the extent and strength
of the movement,

Some of the bullders nnd contractors
nssert that labor wnlons, becauss o
wage demands, have retarded bullding
plans and still are causing a feeling of
uncertninty, They say tgat the labor
unfons will have much to do In decid-
ing whether the approaching season is
one of great -bullding activity or one of
cantious and eurtatled construction,

What {8 needed, they declare, is a
definite, binding agreement, signed by
officers of unlons, fixing for the season
certaln reductions which have already
bern accepted to a large extent,

Labor leaders, however, deny that
the unlons have impeded building plans
or cnured uncertainty to any greater
extent than the contractors and build-

Michael Matsinger and the house

at Fifty-second street and Wood-

land avenue In which he has lived
for seventy-nine years

Rosewater Is Fair
I:ublicity Head

he would eall a meeting of the Pub-
lielty Committee to act on the appoint-

bullding on the Parkway of the Frank-
lin Institute and the construction of
the ten-story Atlantie Refining Com-
pany DBullding at Broad and Spruce

wtreets,

“‘Some of the old hulldings are belng,
or will be, nitered and improved at afn-
giderable expense, such as the old Bap-
tist Publishing Bullding, at Beventeenth
and Arch streets and_ the Parkway

|ing activity on a scale not seen h
llm- slx years.

lare returning to normal, but thix does
| not mean

|

{ings nre houses that would sell at about

{| varried forward this season,

ers themselves, They declare that the
workmen want to see grent bullding
activity, and are ready to do their part
to spesd construction. They askert that
the real difficulty is disposition on the
part of bullders and contractors to hold
uloof from the unlons, |
Prices Golng Down i
One of the la contractors ll-|
serted that some bullding material, such !
as structural steel, had actually dropped
to pre-war prices, and that unnua?ﬂem
about Inbur alone was keeping persons |
who contemplate epecting  structures
from eloging contracts. To thig, leaders
of the workmen engaged in bullding
eginlntive matters construction replied that there was cer-
A, Van Volk b tainly ns much or more unensiness con- |
woA. dan dalkenburg, a member of | corning the prices of material, which
rlllmtll ublicity 'l”"'l"'::t""- "“"“i'm"""ml"“rnhab'ly would be advanced whenever
it he peceived a letter some time ago R
either from Mr., Nosewater or fru‘m .,-‘.l,:'}:lln‘ I8 SENIR under way o & latge
!Iml;ll‘”""'-‘ writing in Mr. Rosewater's | (i ndication of strong bellof among i
WAL .
'y . builders and contractors that the coming
i i\llr[:m\'nn ‘\ :_lllu_»mmrg said he ﬂlod'"ﬂmn will be & busy one i that the !
1 't away with o number of ap- I \(aet0r Ruilders’ Company {s making re- |
lteattons for the directorship and that | powad offorts to end fhe dispute with the
e expected the matter would be '-’k"“'llrlclxluyem' Union wlﬂehlhnu be gull
:]1:;1:“ & meeting of the Publicity Com- ling on for ten tﬁmlfhs The ::uft:;'
. [huflders have sent a communication to
To my knn“ll"'l’:l; there I.'lns been RO the Bricklayers' Unlon, asking that the
meeting of the Publicity Committee," | pambors of that organizntion vote next

he said, **At least 1 have never re- » 3
eefved notiee of one.  The appoint- ?:;::il“ﬁ,.n:,f:;:]o:.%r: ssw proposition of-

ment was a complete surprise to me,
I knew nothing about it until the ‘can-
ned copy’ announced it last night."’

Seeks National Recognition
Mr. Rosewater sald his work s to
get national recognition for the fair.
“1 am feellng my way and [ want

ment.  He alse was onsked |f his com-
mittee had ever held a mecting. Doth

John H, Mason, algs a member of
the Executive (Committee, apparently
hud the impression an executive com-
mittee mecting was  held yesterday.
Owing to pressure of business he was
unable to attend the meeting, he said.

Surprise to Committeemen
Mr. Mnson, president of the Com-
mercinl Trust Company, sald My, Rose-
wanter's qualifications had heen looked
up and that he was fitted for the pub.
licity directorship becaure of hix ex-
werience with other expositions and with

May Reach Compromise |

The offer indleates a disposition to
|{m,\- the £1.25 an hour demanded by the I
| Bricklayers' Unifon, or a compromise |
(seale between this and the 81 an hour
offered by the builders. But to get the |
wage concession, the unlon ik asked to |
{ngree that there shall be no sympathetie
strikes and no penalties fmposed upon
brickluyers working during strikes; and
nlso that the terwination of agreements
as to wages and hours shall be in Jan- |
uvary and not in May, as in the past,

The contract for the new public Ii-
brary is sald to have cansed some com- |
plieation in the situation here. The
successful bidders are =mald to have
large contraets outside of Philadelphia,
on which during the last ten months
numbers of the striking Philadelphia
brickinrers have found work,

If the contructors, in doing the work
on the lbrury, try to ndhere to the ruled
'Inid down by the master bulldees be-
leaum of the strike bere, it Is sald, they |
mny have steihes an thelr jobs outside,
For this and other reasons It i de-

in to swim,'" he remarked after con-

ferring with Mayor Moore at City Hall,

“What salary will T receive?'’ he re-
peated,  “Well, I'll say I am not get-
ting as much as 1 ought to get.'' Then,
in more serious veiln, he suid the salary
questinn was a subject for the Execu-
tive C‘ommittee to make known,

Mr. Rosewater Is below the average
height, but is solidly butlt. ITis black
hair is strenked with gray. Today he
waore 0 dark green cloth hat, a soft col-
Inr with n dark four-in-hand tie and a
durk overcoat,

Mr, Rosewater diselosed that he sug-
geated himself for the publicity director-
ship six monthé ago. While bis fame
{ly were at Atlantie Clty he came to this
city and talked with Mayor Moore, He
suw the Mayor agaln three woeks ago. | dead to hnve the treonble with the union

Mr., Itosewater sald his fumily s In pricklayers tettled before the bullding
Omnha, where his #=on und daughter are | weanwon 10 In full swing,
attending seliool, e hinted he will Mr, Wosds I one of the most optl =
extublish o residence and bheing his fam- |mistle of the men In touch with the
ily here,  Mr. HNosewirter was n"k"ltl'!l“{l'll‘lllhlll sltuation.
about hiz plans, : | “The outhwk,” he wnid, *i« for a

*“The first thing to do,’" he begun. prosperons senkon.  That s if Jabor
“in o get the peaple nlr-l‘n.-ml to ""‘-‘,Wl“ be sntlsfied with a lower senle of
hnportunee  of the Sesqui-Centennial, | wages,  High wages have hended  off
It must be remembersd that thix expo= many men when they have thought of
sition will be the first importane one bhollding, snd it will be best for lalor
sinee the St. Louts Fair In 1904 Kinee and for every one else if satisfactory
104 there has heen o wonderful ad-  swage ngreements enn be reached,
vanee in puny lnes, "Phe antomobile . “Present indications are encouraging,
I developed pemarkably,  ‘The wirves | Controctors and workmen shoubd have
less amd the submarine are other de-  busy year if nothing ocenes to mur
velopmments of this era of invention, prospivcts ps they now nppear,

“1 i not pushing sites or anything YO envconraging thing 1= that the
Hke that,” e eeplied to anothee ques- pumber of bullding permits jesaed Just
tlon, My job i to bring this to the month was greater than In any other
attention of the Nutlon, February in the history of the eity,

SAWIHE T o to Europe to advaner The estimoted eost of the work to be
plans for the esxposition?  No, that §5 done was nlso greater than In any other
My Job Is o get mitionnl February,
recognition fop the fale,  Onee thar I« “)hgollings and npartinents are being

Cobtadned it will be up to the Preshlent plugned In sl parts of  1hiladelphia,

pii] the Seegetary of Seate to extend in= | Aq gn example in the Oluey and Mil -

vitativns to the other natlons,' [Twoitene seetions they are preparing to
Mr,

Washington Monday to arrange for na- ejpy,
tionul  pablicity. It i® ner probable paw dwelllngs in Oloey aud 1006y,
thor b will be at the White House Millbourne.  That Is o total of 245 In
andlenee, Prestdent Harding hos grant - just two parts of Phtludglphia,

wil to Muyor Moore and other fale “Put the movement ro glve the sity
hosters. the homes thut ave needwd s general in

tine of the most aetive hoosters i« 11 parts,

Jumes M, Dteek, Bolleitor Geneeal of oA pnumber of tmportant pleces of
United Btates, He eame from work are  also  under  conslderatiog,
Wushington twday and confereed wich Puke, for esample, the tearing down of

| the Muyor on the White House meeting e old Bingham Hotel, ar Eleventh pil

Muonduy, Murket streeets, amd  the eonsteaetion
A sketeh of the appointes’s eareer, (oan the site of an offiee bullding ol theg -

prepared by the Mayor, reads: tee,  That 15w S6.000,000 yndertnking,
“Vietor RMosewnter, whe s fifty-one i YOthers are the proposed B2 000,000

vears old, hnd much to do with the :

| tion, should prove n very groat
{tn an increase of netivity throughout | .

Hosewnter subd he will b 4o i what might be deserilbed s o opgew
T'ermits were tiken out for 1450

Building, at Broad and Cherry.
u.l_mn act, the signs all lm;l?alo build-

ere
““There Is also indication that prices

re-war prices, It does mean,
however that there is an end of infla-
tion and that prices are Mnralnz to a
rational level, of the new dwell-

Large Contracts Let

Mr, Stone sald: '‘SBome falrly large
econtracts have been placed recently,
but the large bulldings declded upon
are not up to expectations. Much
other work is under consideration, or
discuesion, and some work Is out for
estimates, The majority of the work
under way or contracted for is of small
proportion, dwellings and garages, and
much of this is speculative,

"OIP the l;!lﬂll situation, it ean be
sald that there Is a slight tendency
toward betterment.

“Mortgnge money is better than nt
this time last year, which may have a
tendeney to stimulate bullding,

“Unemployment s greater at pres-
ent than it has been for some time, but
this {8 sensonnl.'’

Mr, Stone sald that, roughly spenk-
Ing, the work that seemed to be as-
sured for the coming building season
would enll for the expenditure of §7,-
000,000 or £8,000,000, He wald that
the Board of Education probably would
have work costing from $2,000,000 to
£4,000,000 done tgln year; that the new
I'ublie TAbrary contract ealled for the
expenditure of $1,300,000, and that tho
Atlantle Refining Company Building
would cost nbout $1,000,000, The ad-
dittonal hulldings of Temple Univer-
sity, costing §800,000, and the Presby-
terinn Hospital, costing $500,000, were
other Important pleces of work to be

Willlams Is Optimistie

“"An_president of the Philadelphia
Real Estate Board,”" sald Mr, il-
liams, ‘1 have been studying the bulld-
ing stntistics for the last two months,
but in expressing the opiniom that the
bulliding activities of 1022 will greatly
exceed those of the previous year, I am
not gulded wholly by the great increase
tn the number of building permits for
the first two months of this year over
the corresponding two months of 1021,
which represent a total in cost of three

‘on for mearly a year, yet there
E:'. no violence, no disorder. The
master bulldors have brought in about
400 non-un men. We have not
‘picketed,’ Instead, we have found
work for our men wherever we couud,
More than 1000 are working outside of
Philadelphla.

"Evety

American citisen,
at all times as America

1d,
“?“‘\th the truth ia told of the pres-

of our union i un
and wo have ncted
n cltizens

no fear of of public esteem, e
strike has been long, but it looka as
though & settlement must come soon.
We have been always willing to meet
the manter bullders for the' discussion
of a working ent. But they will
not meet representatives of the union.
They are disposed to lay down the law,
without considering that workers may
have something to say.

“We are not afrald of arbiteation
or any other open and lawful step to-
ward an understanding.

“And we belleve that an understand-
ing should be reached on such a basle
that it would be lasting, This would
be best for the employers, the workera
and the tmmb‘:nln,ti in lvinrulﬁ No
a nt ¢can asting unicag all ¢on-
umu satisfied, ’Igl reach such an
agreement, m‘rluf;:u and workers
should meet and discuss matters, That
is the only way In which they can
understand one anothers A lasting
agreement cannot be reached through a
uystem, such as that adopted by the
master builders, in which one slde snys:
‘Here's what we will do. Tuke it or
leave it." "

Hopes Parties
Won’t B_l-eak Up

Continned from Page One

sist domination by the Executive as
the farm bloe does, but may even of-

White House to the Hill, The awing
todny is unmistakably in that direction,

This, briefly, is the ferment that Mr,
Haording sces, though thls may not be
the way he sees it. It has been respon-
slble for the chief disappointments of
the year, the failure of any large legin-
lative program, the adoption of policles
upon n hand-tg-mouth basis,

Legislatively, there have not been
fruitful results, and the public blames
Congress, with the chance that a Dem-
ocratic House will succeed the present
Republican House. In other respects
Mr, Harding has done well. 8til], you
have in the results of this year the lim-
its that are set to Cabinet government,

times greater than those issued In the
same period in 1021,

“T have noted with satisfaction a very ’
healthy return of contidence and the !
very evident demand for homes which |
will =ell for from $0G000 to S7000. |
belleve many hundreds of these will be
bullt during the present year, and I |
lonk for nctivity In  commercial and |
genernl business construction. [

“Dwelling construction will attain
normal activity, in my opinion, with n |
return of confidence among the publie
that prices have been stubilized. My
close touch with the situation con- |
vinces me that present prices represent
about the normal level of the future and |
that home buyers ean safely invest
todny. ;

““The present cost of lnbor and ma- |
terinl is lexs thon that of the peak of
1020, and would seem to represent
about the new price level, and that ne
further drastic lquidation in  these
lines ean be looked for. .

“‘Another thing responsible for the |
present hopeful bullding market is the
fmprovement in the finanelial situntion. |
There is more money available for|
finnncing bullding construction than for |
some time past, and Indications point
to a gradual but steady betterment of
this situation, All these factors, namely,
returning confidence, stability of prices |
and betterment of the financlnl situa-
stimulus |

the year,"
Labor Denies Slurs

“1¢ is unfair to charge or intimate
that labor unions are holding up im-
portant work,'" sald Mr,
“Iabor s not In any way impeding |
the construetion of new bulldings in
Philadelphia. The bricklayers are not
on strike, They were locked out lnatt
May. Since then they have merely re-
gisted arbiteary actlon on the part of |
the master bullders.

“'Refore the lockout, the briolﬂayern|
offered to nceept a reduction of wages |
to avold this dispute, They were got- !
ting $1.30 an hour, The master build- |
ers cut this to 81 in a high-handed |
way, At that time, we were willing |
to toke $1.15. The master bullders |
wonld not even arbitrate, We pro- |

wed as arbiteators teveral prominent |
men, including two Judges,, but thin
proposition received no attention, |

“We reapeet public opinfon and have |
done nothing to sacrifice the good ogtlw |
jon of the public, This strike has .ﬂli
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HARRY R. RUST

Contractor, Carpenter and Builder
Store and Office Fixtures

Sollivan, |

Important policier do not soriginate
in the Cabinet except forelgn policles.
All other Important policies originate
in Congress or in the co-operation of
Congress  and  the Executive, The
Cnbinet ir made up of administeative
officern. Mr, Harding has an excel-
lent Cabinet, but {t has not contributed
much toward the solution of the bigger

ent situation in Philadelphin, we have ||

cou

tive weaker,
business as a guiding principle div

d ‘amsure 'and  Congress perhaps
he meaps of expression |
1 life of

dienees

evolving into t
of new forces in the politica
the country

and a tﬂ
sty

arity.
wﬂ.’ not lu{)lnd or |
honest, sensible and well
he has done all that could be
in the
stances are unfavorable.
are di

wolubility,
function,

=

March
fect a shift of power away from thel.
Mareh

Mareh 190—8in
Doea Ood

Maorch 86—

Avell e R
Other

Apell 18—0u
The Me

remaln unsolved and perha
in the immediate future.
peace of Europe In any
the word,
left uncertain by the

fusoluble
ere & no
real sense of
Houndaeles of nations were
Parls peace, or

so established that mo one regards

them as permanent.
Indemnities Still Unsettled

Indemnities owed by vanquished to

victors are still the subject of dispute.
Upon these questions the Administra-
tion hag shown a disposition to turn

u()u domestie difficulties of an eco-
nomle pature seem to be relat
Europe

administeation could.
with the governmental system
unworkable as it is with the Execu-
party authority gone

and unsure

Mr. Harding retains, after a
ing year at that—of I
profits, all his personal popu-
He is emphatically a good
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problems before the country and the
world, It k& not tn a positlon to do
#0, except so far ax forelgn relationx go,

In foreign relations Mr. Harding
has been remarkably successful, The
Arms Conference accomplished more of
what [t set out to do than any other
internntional gathering in history. It
established the peace of the world upon
securer foundations, And it pointed
the way to settlement of disputes
among DPowers by the conference
method,
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Sat., March 25th, 1922
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