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™ IHE FORTUNE HUNTER |
By RUBY M. AYRES

¢ Bachelor Husband," "The One Unwanted,’ ete. |
Copyright by Wheeler Byndicate, lie

L Author of “Th

'l_lﬂf"_\'. "Tommy s rather sensitive,
01 must not take any notice of hia
lttle ways,'* but his eyes wought the |

THIS DEGINR THE STORY

b but eut of
Toun nl_‘ poed Iaofﬁr':g. TUTE__acToss
ek, ':‘ Forfune, "::ur tha Thames,

an's Ao e fha identity, he AnAs | young man's fa |
o diseover ] 8 facet sharply for an in-
from o oirl, who {4 Wel me | Stant before he changed the wubject.
an backe v *“‘".‘“;.“'}23.'.:’ gm'?;, "“ hen dinner was ended the Fortune
15 o .
man e atmi (5 ke e Tr:::."r made another attempt to find

vhe h fallen fram a
e She Inalats
where, (m-

8 John

0 “Iat me go and look for him. |
Where I8 ho lkely to Le?" '
Anne ghook her

end., "1 don't know. |

I ——— L e Tel S

# o |Ho wanders off by himself for houts
' odge and the girl &y Annd.  iat g time. [Lerve him nlone, John,'
lacoviars fhat Anne e ¢, John,
ﬁ:’}z{’ ﬁt.;'l:: :r.: enpaged to be | Ahe smiled, middenly. *“'If rou want to
eprried, An eocenirie ':'\"l:f:?;:’;- 'i:;'“;‘ be particularly nice to him when b
w:l&f'h'd"w,’_ O farding, Anne's |COmes in lunt nr the bearskin.' [
8 I on (ntermien, clarifies the The Forfune Hunter flushed and
"!,,'.:;'.'.:;":‘:I n::-m'll'o:::'= {nnovence r"'wm"!' ..b‘.“ he  anawered quietly
inat sha \na Aeivesx fo a greal for- 1'11?_uth. Very well, If he really wants
% ' Anne aflrms her faith ond says it

their maorrioge n his
e Boas no vght, the
tana of rieh Goef-
Aa Anne

They wandered out inta the garden
together again, and sat down on the
narrow stepa that led down to the river.

“It's very dull here In Somerton,'' |
Anne sald muddenly.  'T wonder how
soon vou will be ticed of jt, John?* |
"“When you are tired of me, por-

ime_ of
'mut‘hwnr‘. e

fer i
F:r'.“n rejected muitor.
reaanuring N, her life s endaspered
8 runaway harae, l
AND HERE IT CONTINUES

E Fortund Hunter let the horse get

Jeyel with him, then he swung | haps.*" !
o vound, eatching the fiying bridle, *run- She leaned lier chesk ngainst his |
aing beside it. shoulder.  ““You know you are quite

hung on with grim stren th, not

n ; safe i:l-\ making that remark,'’ she rm-|
fiest to check the ani- |swered, '
'ufppil;,;‘ndu put making 1t feel hin There was a little silence when the |
mal'n wpecd, Fortune  Hunter broke, “What e

It and proesence.
lll:::: hid her face. 1Te would be killed.,
she thought wildly, and huppd that she
would die, too, Hhe could feel the hot
breath of the horse, as it snorted past
per; afraid now of its own strength ;
"d the ring of the lioofs deaden again
an it crosed the bridge and gained the
pendway onee more, and then suddenly

gtopped.

ple do here alk dny ? People who live
iere, T mean,” he anked.

T don't know ! T look after the house
for unele and go about with Tommy,
and rometimes we play  tennis, a
sometimes we go to dinner at the Foad-
ters or other people,’ |

"“Yes, but T mean ordinary people -]
| nman like Fernie, for instanes,”’
“Ob—Fernie!''  She gave a little |

the Fortune Hunter|

fhe lonked ups {shiver of distaste. *'1 don’t know what |

By iy ¢ 1 1 ! | now what

hdmthl'lrh“ll'l-““'“‘j'l’l:!' ‘n-:l:::-.:'.‘llu{ln:t" :E::: lie does. He's a kind of mystery llllmi
o It, @

gether. S8ome people sny he ix vory eieh,
and that liin little house in n regulnr |
treaxnra island ; other people say tha! |

ing to it soathingly. The man Fer-
:.i:.klh‘:.l .-prnrl to the ground: he was

m : | I
Wi ke ho eauld not fnd bis| LT LY St T A
foo W w;:'I : ]\t'\hn “You are not I'he  Fortune Hunter picked up nl
8he loo '_!f "“' "1 ‘was efrald you | *mooth little stone nnd threw it dly |
Iurt].d h: h:ﬁ-?""-“ ’ into the river, ““Where does he Hee?" |
tn}nl’ jaughed. *'Tt war nothing ! h"_\"]"‘:;:d' inted. d )

N Fernie.  “What frigh A . Dointed  down the  river,
tugned brute? he nsked. ['here's a little cotiage on the bank
ﬁ;.llﬂﬂ:: f:mnrf hin voire with an effort, lnbmll hnif o mile along. It's n tumble-
'nernl " only knows: euesed brulv?|'|.°“'" place, but rather picturesque,
n'" n‘ewor done it before ™’ Fernie won't do anything to it, of
H: wiped hin swenting, face with n course; (hey call it Long FEnd Cot-
haking hand, “Will you lead her back ! ‘n!‘e"‘ I g
e, o for me? he usked, ) ''And he lives there alone?

% Fide her again.” Thoy walked back | She looked away from him across the
ver the Lridge together, the Fortune r"‘..:l;'- ] " "
unter leading the trembling horse, aud ‘i WA awn (nnl.t..

thing taore wan anid till they reached | rather a hard volee, “'Ile had a wife,
1M t fbut she ran away from him. [ don't

He |
tened |

Wi

she said, in

|| GownG YO DO WEW

THE GUMPS—The Old Gump Spunk Is Up

[ WELL DEAR- WWAT ARE WOV
THAT YoU'VE PRIED VOURSELR

You BETTER GET A TiN HORN
YouR KMITTING AND WE'LL

EVENWNG -

BVE? Now
MY FELAT\VES«DON'YT You “THINK ‘YWAY .

Mo ‘HE MORGUE AwD SPEND ‘TME

WELL= IT'S NO TASAPPOINTMENT W Mk =
WE'LL STAY AT MOME- NEW YeAR'S
EVE 'S SUCKERE MeW'YY ANYWAY- THAT'S
THE MENT ALL T™MHE AMATEURS ARTE
OUT= MeY TAKE THME\R BouGH
AWRY UKE A Suction FAN« LEAVE
MMEM LIGHY IN POCKEY AND
HEAUY H WEAD =

Awax vrom )|

AND “TAKE
GO ovER

SOMEBODY'’S STENOG—The Rescue

1 TeLL You WHMAY WELL PO PEAR~
:%;u- Go OvVT A‘w Gg:ngtw LEMONS
NP A LITTLE BVG MAKE .
LEMONADE - Fi‘um WE'LL 3UT AROUND AND
DRINK IT= BLOW A LOT OF WHIRTLES -
RATTLE A LOT oF TIN PANS= THROW CONFETHA
AT BACN O'HER-~ PUYT 4 or & Nl.s.n
AROND AND WEEP WANDERING TROM ONE To
ANOTHER =~ |'LL ‘TREAT YoU NICE- AL LUKE
I BION'T KNOWYoU AND PRETEWYD WE'RE
KISONG A LOT OF TTRANGERS ~ “THEN
WELL HAVE NBUYEAR'S EVE AQ \B -

NO!Y riL rooL Wem- UL
CALL Uv FRAMK BEWRING AW
LL GET A TERERVATION- ILL GEY
THE DESY TABLE M ‘THME HOU‘I!,;"
| DON'T CARE IF \T ‘TAKEY €
FAMILY JEWELS -~ \'M GONNAM
BVUST LOOBE FOR ONE WIGH'T-
Ll SHOW “THATY 0LD KANGAWeO
THAT HE CANY BCK MY
FAMILY M DRY PoCw onW
NEW YETAR'D BVE -
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BOARD ALL

1922 | WOAIDER WHAT 'LL HAPPEA
THIS YEAR! SAME OLD LONG
=" GRIND I Guess '
CHASIN LETTERS UP
AN' DOWAN THE WE'r-

, THE LOAG \WEARY
AAOAIO TOAIOUS GRIND |
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THE SUBMARINE ATTACK -

then ol Fernie, looking np n L ) ] vkt ¥ i ‘
;‘;:nin:lllulr:w“.\"mi who have T to thank know, but they way he wis awfully The Young Lady Across the Way . = BU FONTAINE FOAX SCHOOL DAYS - - By DWIG vl
Btor—to; the fact that 17m =till alive?® | =ruel to her, At any ratd xhe ran away e !
. Thn wolea was faintly ironies!, but ah, years ngo ,—and took thelr chlhll e
® Miiis eyes were not unkindly an he looked | Wwith her, I wr To 3
st the voung man's flushed face, S"Well, you ean hacdly blame her | e e .
- Anne eame forward, “This is my Wien you ook at the old mnn,' thel A .
s Biance, Mr. Fornie,'' she snid quietly, | Fortune ““"_‘" ndmitted “llilll"it‘l“.f-'i ‘,__:a_- “
. “Mp, Jolin Smith. “V‘“I"l)ﬂl" to his foet. o e —————— — —
3 There was a moment's sllence, then Bhall we go for a walk?" Tt was| VHATCHA GOHNA | — |
e Wthe old man bowed with rather exag- [ Retting dusk ns they walked through | SWEAR OFF 2 | f T\ TuougdT "I
. Wgernied courtesy, 5 TII"; NILM:i.unnlll i'mt"t the r“'nmll “‘gwrﬂ : - l QuiT rauRDER | :
" “T am pleased (o meer you, Mr,  Jolin Smith had been  found. Anne —— gl o |
= B Iohin Smith, and perhaps some day you | Stopped ot its entrance with a httlt" A TRa™ ROBBIN | :
- By be glad to remember that we have I -‘hl.l_';fr. . | I T ok i | L g Nean~ 1 -: Ty, :
* B met—for the first time in such nus- used to love the woods,”" she R = L e \ |
 Wpiclous cireumnstances,’” he said deyly. | #ald, “but now I don't belicve I shall , QU fomiM i T Pee 1
= “Fernio’'s n rum chap,”” the Fortune | ever want to go there again.”’ l"wu- T AT
- T Hunter sald, as he and Anne were| The Fortuns Hanter made no reply: ' i
| walking home again, A\ queer cuss, | he was womilering what she yould bave :
‘ nnd yer, vou know, somehow he in. .{n-ltl hfm] Iul- t:l»lnl :!-.'r thot it was he L\'hu
terests e, hid found the dead man lying thero
'i; Annn shiversil,  “*Does he? 1 gever | under the bracken and who that dead
."‘ feel that T trust Lim,"™ | T Wwas, 1
i The Fortune 1Munter Inughed (i, b |_lt|' :I.’nlu-n-cl down at lh"] Iari‘li,\!' f.'u:(l‘ 1 '
e | rome. e was civil enougi 1hiv after wside him—grave now and o lttle snd | y
; n'' unil a throb of jealousy touched his | {
. “Waw he? There's something about | heart.  Was it he for whom she cured |
l" his eyes—"" she broke off to add after [ o the dend mun? He put an arm |
= Eamamont, “'don’t let us talk nhout hin | nrowml Ill"l nand drew her to blmin with [
- funid, Jolin——— Lo fierce Hitle movement,
" "It sou—if you could make it up Ty it me you love," he usked., “‘or
L‘ with Tommy.”"  Her voies was besi- | the nan you thought T was—all lesq‘ ‘
milng, almost anolngetic. | yeurs HFM" !
A The Fortune Hunter frowned vexadly, | She looked up, Bushing sensitively ; |
I' “1 never meant to upset him, I lost my “:"—'“ l“"l' eyes feil. 1 think it's you,™ |
{ Btemper, T admit. ' find hi lin o | Whe sald at last, "*becanre since vou've
f npb ¢ o HvE T e been here somehow 1 seein to have for-
get baek.
P, 'ilug Tommy wan newhere sbout. and ’\tl.“r““rntrll“wm Lnppened—all  those
. grfter novain senrelt for Litn the Foriune YOUrs ngo. "
o RHunter went up to the disured ,.,m“" al | \tlh-!l you rould forget utterly,’
" # toy of the hoose where thes lind | lu.'- nnh‘l b tlllfll he let llf:r ®o, and hiy face =
g r-lh-nl dohn Smith's luggnge to be out " Il["l ‘ll.--";l,\l nln “'f"’. \unlktjr}l UE g The young lady ncrows the wayr
: ! rlttlwr:;m'l" forl ! t ! “"'1"‘1"';*"";1‘!' hir:r ;tmutimlnlz !Tl::‘ : 1r‘1‘llr|llll:hr rayn the weather bureau is almost
i i 0 forloe T il h - v - '
b W sial By ».u»].li;r:-._‘:I.-:-Il_».x:;llli';illlT- he was bitterly angry with lilmself t nlwars wrong amd here it reports /
B Fhieh NGl steuggled ounc from behind that liitlc rorue. With ln{tmu': he liked I¥ ane inch of rainfall wl -
o ralh elouil finfng dows on it awil the boy, and had not wished to huret only one inch of ralniall when many
| W, N ineg v n i N .
-~ Butlining the wany labels and the dewd ::“";I'hr::“” from the tactlessuess of wuch | of the puddles were four or fier =
- Y i i 2 " = . X a di
Ml” WIENER wilN painfel disjingt- “Doex Tomnmy often stay away like |  inches deap. - - TN- GOOD INTEMDERS
Opa of the boxes hud been opened f-'-lh'-"' :'Plur«k'id !Ill-r;srl:h'. and Anne (——— — e = Ben. M-
. - i 1 € * v mabtaitted that he v before. r # ] Y » m— ————— _
l‘!'lfl ;'tr". foreed back, Wt none of the | ] II\‘\‘I‘-': h'.J“””l'l ..::‘::m‘l:::::' N‘lIl:llllI(.‘.’l;\]‘“ PETE} —rllﬂt 8 bo”let""‘g ,} (. I I . ht
nge biud ox yet beon disturbed, Theee | she added uneasily: I daresay he's . 7] « . olg
- 'lf: I""f;“l f'll'll_if'h‘lwnn;- -~]:-Inrmi ul;lrh- | -lrimn ot Long End Cottage with Fernte, I c 0 ! i = | - = # -
1 ooied oW i they had never been | He has o wonderful collection of curlos | = GOSH. =—=\WHY DID - y ) |
orn, and o lot of puyers thrown un- | theee, you know, and Tommy loves - = " S . — | (| e | .
*dih’ li-ga-llhl-r. The Fortune Hunter got | lhf:{n." . ' | | LET TI“AT \WOM AL \WHAT A rm" i ‘ -r. _A . BY ’ | / N S
“lrll:;: :ﬂl::.:\:: II::. :'::‘I‘;\:II]l:.';lfl“];:‘;\l"'[‘]‘- llllul '_‘”]1!: llt};::;:\’_r_ :l;)?‘rt|':.Illj':.llll.-nf:"b=il]::.lll:1; MaAKE ME SWEAR OFF \ATHAT A FOOL " | HE WA — { .\ ' I i
| ) ¢ . \ Vornie, ' |
n;i'ninlmm-«l it down aguin, .~.-;i.I dryly. Anne shook ler head, '*No, | SMOVIHG — How DiD - SHE MAEY ME f \NHA*( Dip You | .k. / L
¢ bad uo use for n dendd man's | they are quite felends."’ | . 2 ) ) . 4 |
‘I"“l“- anl n vogne wave of sunerst!- I vy went back through the garden | T EvER HAvaH AN WA Ii(.) mE 'DA?MEDE&'T = ‘)WEAN UFF Forx | 1’ I '-1( - CLE \ L-
on wwept through him, a2 he turped ' and into the drawing room, Annp‘ — \NH\(_ QH_WHY!"H ‘HIHGS*—-——- Tﬁ b ~ ” | AN NC
b baek on thenr and went down the | walked over to the plano and sat down, | bk p = E MEW BAaRr UP (‘ 3 F—
tales sgain to his own room. Wy turniog over the pages of n soug ™~ [ AA‘RQ-T.‘!H.' | —= GA“ N ‘
_"“ felt quiteter now und ashinmel of ihi_ﬂ" stool on the rack. l| L — 1 — - - "
;l‘ mll!!n_lv-.r of temper, Mo supposidl [N l""ll'l.nl'u' vaitnter stood at the | ) N\ | ] A%HE‘ o4 "—_—__--___
WRLY that he had been unwise ang o open window, smoking, and watching
arl probikiy wmude an enemy for Hfe of  her across the room. : I »
n\l;rﬁ!'r-"”""' ' penny for your thonghts,”” he r——
el U ovould unt be hielpel, 11e | sabd suddenly.  Am she did not ANGWer
brogged hin shoulders philosonh i he wovel noros
r wibders philosophileally (CER IO nevoss and  took the song |
ith every waonnt he seemed to b | from hee hnods, readiog the words on |
.kant nore seanly into .| he mairee s the  the open page nloud ; ) ey
Iy thinz wia tu go on until he either | “When vou're | i i d l
i W ' RO 0N unti “NFou ré Jog, Jog, joggin lon
n I:\l‘:;']“.‘! nr r1.-1|' |[1 m.an;wr him. : W *t!w white road " - . )
) r““l_ll od, and he went down th your luck all upside down, =
) J.n"l"’. o fnd Anne ot the tuble Well, xou don't muel care if vou're | 1
[’ The Fortune HMunter looked  round, \\']m;:“ l\lll:|rri:htt:::::sjl for nowhere | I |
L r’.r,_“‘ pvery  one--your ynele— town. -~
- ml[l:w' _ . “T'm just sy bappy In the bywnys. iy : |
. llll!llﬂ\ Will not coine In la lllllnﬂr. WY S —
Oul;hf‘l;':| '\'\P--'!!I\.:IHH \-\'I.I J,.Il,n_ e : Wherever T may be
U would be pleased i he man- | For there's no  feiend waiting ol
fll;:nfl" oven. the box It wne rather the highways ‘ Vg - hiong [ ——
e ].: Of you to hehave ax you did.” [ For g vagubond like s * * ' ¢
whepane Huntee Sushed crimson, He lnughed, shrugged bis should
Y ere i the |,.,‘\-.. |l go and find e, ] ! Tk ‘mll ors, :
Im." He styrr and lakl the musie down again on the
n arted ta the door, bu piano, It might bhave been writte I -
.;“:.l“‘l.lnl‘l‘ Wm. **No, pleaso. don't, ||h|‘uLI me, "t e sadd u":hi“ki:ml‘:-“nl:]:; "' -_; o . PR e s e — — B R\ —
" in T i, ) e o Bimselt when | went back to the window and stood | G ASOLINE ALLEY—Back to Normalcy s
W over 1t anor v him so well ; he'l] Jlooking into the garden with moody — I;U IN i"ﬂ
W'l The l‘1"""i1.l1vI”lmtt‘l' lies e ; i 5 T — F
- sitated, then  ~ What was he doing here when th GREAT JUMPIN' JEHOSEPHAT! ABSOLUTELY e
o BPok his wont gt the table. “'Very well. | rond wus lLis plice—the rond 1(‘:_‘}"'"‘" .m NOTHING WITH STARCH or. Listan SKEEIX! You've GorT A 1 ™ I TRYING To THINk oF
e l.u:nuurrl_vhaf Fupset bim. | oam sfeald o spite of many hardships, he had | E LAST TIME ON THE ScALes FATS IN FOR ME, RACHEL ! ' OM TO WAKE ME UP AM HOUR A . WHY SoNt You ! SOMETHIN - y
s rolt::- *r i bad-temipered devil ! | known much simple happiness during | WEIGHMED 217. A DiEeT FROM NOW ON ! BERY Mc > Us RUER | SEEM TROUBLED! @ To u,og._tq
bl ol rough and avhamed, hie wanderings? NO \ . ACRMN NG M JETTING , , | ABouT, NOTHER. (VE GOT
b hu!.l_. tmiled. “*You never uved to be, “What are you thinking about, W I'm yP To — = WHAT'S THE MATTER < /| o G E‘“ '
' u\:o.‘. { Joehn®' Anne asked, She wos watehing — o 5
: l‘her’ - "'”|""l8h"ll. ruefully, meer.  him oeross the voom with teoubled
Bich v oo s not the only wav iy | #yes. He turned abruptly, not daring
i hl::;“ u1!rl tind I have changed,”" he ,h!- trust himself to look ut her. ‘I was [
f, kuels, thinking that T must get Tommy's
B]:l'lmll:' "|1'-|| <';m-' round. and lald l""Ti‘Nkin." he said. "
— o his shoulders, standing be- & went upstairs to the attic, where
: B bim 4o that he could not ,",,: I::r i:‘llu- moonlight 7‘:‘!'“ nohin’ inquisitive
e ngers among John Smith's boxes, the
e I don'y mind how much vou | words of the song ringing in hi -
" 1 e K In his ears ;
" ﬂl‘:-“ the sald. "“It's vou 1 love, | ""For there's no friend waiting along
E; u.’ fu‘ the highway -
:‘ llril’l:d bis head with a quiek. For a vaganbond like ms,’
wement, wnd brushed her Would that ba true of |
i 4! d with his Hpa. "You're an Jol3 A ue o Hin ugain
. ungel !"' | some day? he wondered. 1t alinomt
- .:.Id'l;::_ni';'“""“'.‘- weemed ns if it lay with him ml IE};'..,'
| ‘ame in ar that mo. moment to choose, as he stond there
it 3 1 ; 00 re,
'm'lorlg.-lr' am 17 he said, brinkly, | hesitating to open the closed lid of the | -
3 reall Y. my dear. The time fiion so; | box  before him: then, wsuddenly he fl
el '-{‘Fﬂ:”."'rr‘" me."" He looked mnred. ?twplml nnd Htlmg back the 1id, |
nd, re's the boy and, golng down on his kneew on (e
_— iHh ' BOL coming in to dinner, Jfo, W0oden fodr, began slowly to take ou
‘; |'|'1;| bungry.” 1t wan Anne the contents,
— I @, but the Fortune Hun 2 Clothes ; most of them new. aud an
, . e ia 'Flruntly unworn; a few books: 1
- Am afraid he 18 angry with me. |1®% Dhotographsx of towns and wide |
X “uinu keys and opened the—my |Ptretehes of prairie, a number of letters
, .“;;. ].:"“DM his heud off, 1i's|%0d a diary on loows sheets of paper.
Y A —
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