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Jim Kendrie, & davil-may-cars, wholes
hoarted American, (n a Mexican gams
bitng Joint meets flulz Rios, an old tival
and enomy, with his companion, a hands
fome womun In man's Attirs, who winm
U gams at high stakes from him, 1lan-
dric has made a paot with hie old chum,
Harlow, to g0 on & voynes for scms myss
terious  Mexionn treasurs, At tho plos
furesque peene of thelr explolt In the
Mexican mountaine, araln In mals nttirs,
to their amazemont appears ZAoralda.
| It mppours the tronsure-hunting party In

In the powsr of the strangs woman and

her eoterle. In a martling Intorviaw

#ha discioses that ahp s the last of the
| Aztea princennen, and iays elaim to the
| Ireamure of the Monterumas, which Kene
| drie s meeking, She profferm him har

fova and im bitter when he snys he ham
no titma for love, Meanwhile he has right
of an Amerlonn girl, Hetly Cordon, who
in llt‘ll'l! held for ransem, ‘Kendrele's
friend, Want, has o ranch nearby. #or-
rida permite him to vist Weat, on con-
dition he returne to har headguarters,
West profters help, Zoralds shows har
powar hy having FHarinw, wha has come
under har spoll, badly ghot and burnihe
down Waent's ranch Kendric, kesping
hiw word, returns to Zoralila’s pluce,
but sho 1 away, and ha docidan to make
A getuwny, Hae andn Hetly tiordon and
promises 1o ald her., and Tn oftared
nea by HRioa for a ble price,
ter Zoralga and Ler L1sanyrs,
0 (o got u rival out of the way,
nly Zorulda returns, hringing Wanrt,
] han successfully “vampaed,”
olin Kondrie I renlly a
“"["r‘l"llu dancer

AND HERE IT CONTINUES

LR
Riom

that Ratty

SRR APPEARS to be."" Bruce jerked

his srm away and began moving
restlossly up and down, looking Rlways
townrd the door through which Zornida
hnd gone, Kendrie turned toward Betty

She hand not sticred; lier
a very great denl of uneavory
of the Indy Bruce mistook her for,

her lips had changed :

the little kid of mixto
tuken her to be, During the
with Rulz Ries he )
lind a wind of her own

nosgesslon he now spw ndderd an Ameri-

Lean ghel's flery temper.
I Then Zorafdn and Rios returned, He

wnd  uncertain: the
towanrd  hey  eonsin
terenr nd woll as lonthing,
Pand tooked importand
rroantil the
| tinding ilruee

My friond,””

frighteneil

slip  eiLs|

room, her

Werl'™s nrm,

7
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cheeks were
still burning, Apparently she had heard
report
Yuly
the expression in bor eves and about | ment

now it was one | Hejgee's
of passionate anger. The look surprised
him. e began to think of Tetty in
faltercd torms, She wisn't just the baby
he hnd named her and she wasn't just
n hie had nt Iirbtl
Interview |
vl lenrened that she | '””',"'i expectuntly toward him, *'Senor-
To her other [0 Zovaida implores mo eloquently for

"fore 0 word wns spoken Kendrie knn'.'l
that Liv was to he treuted to wome mors
niny-neting. Zoraldn hud elected to lnok

glanes

spoke of

Nios glared |
Swiftly Zornida |

hejeweled fingers

wle whispered so that
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you forgotten that? Your herds were
raided. Even old Twisty Barlow, once
i square man, followed Zoraida Castel.
mar into that! And Zoraida herself
wans one of the eaiders!"

“How do you know?' demnnded
And nlways he lald signifieant
stress on the word of certainty,

“I saw the horse she rode. I heard
the whistle whieh she wents on a chaln
nbout her throat. I even saw the white
plume In her hnt."

*'Is there only one swhite horse in
Mexieo? And only one whistle? And
only one white plume? These things, 1f
it had been Zorvalda, she would have
left hehind. In the dark you guesmed,
I am afruld you bave guessed all along
the line."”

“Then tell me how the devil it came
about that Zoralda showed up at your
place? A pretty tall coincldence,'

““Nothing of the kind, The
thing wns engineered by Rios, She
overbeard a ltthe, guessed It all. Dan-
gerous thaugh the effore was, she tried
to be In thoe to warn me, She came
just too late'’

Kendrie stared at his friend incredu-
lously, First Borlow, then youn
Bruee West drawn from hin side ant
to Zoralda's. She required men, men
of his stamp. And she seemed to hnve
the way of drawing them to her, He
felt utterly baflled ; he could at the mo-
think of no
- Infatuation would pot thrust
aside. Whero he would deplet a henrt-
less, ambitious advonturess Hreuee wonld
aee i glorified and heroie superwoman,

Rion eame to the door.

Went, " sl

whaole

YNenor e nn

ward witlh

you that T have consented.

| tor _\'n\;"'
o With Ries” words he forgot Kemdrie's
neguments and Kendrie's very presence,
]!_.. went out, his step eager.
Riox folliwedl Liim Kendple ralled
“Where iy Miss Goprdon ¥

“Gaone to her room, sopar. 1 vou
whil look nr your watich you will note
that it is rime,™

It was well ufier midnight and Kern-

urgument which |

[ you will step this way sha will come |

Bruee required no socond Invitation,

they |

Wifore |

and were more wistful than he had
ever thought they could be. Ter breast
rosn and foll in a profound sigh, All
of the triumph and mockery went out
of her, -

“Why are you so unlike other men?
ghe asked, And her volee, too, had
goftened and grown tender. ,

“What do you mean by that?’ he
neked,

“'Fseobar hated me, but he would have
followed me through fiee had I beck-
oned. You have seen the look in your
friend Barlow's eyes when he turns to
me, and this after only o few days,
n fow emiles] You glimpsed just now
the love that has sprung up in DBruce
West's heart like n flower full blown,
There hove been many, many men, my
friend, who have looked upon Zoralda
Castelmar ag they ook, Until you
eame there has been no man who turned
hi# head nway,”* Agnin she sighed un-
hiddenly, Her eyes melted Into his,
yearning, promising, besecching. And
to you I have offered wlut would _T!n\'e
made any other man mad with joy.

e lnoked into her eyes and It seemed
impossible that they could spenk shame.-
losn llew, For the moment at least she
had the appearance of a young girl
without wsophisticatton, withont the
skill to hide her thoughts. Her eyes
seemed  unumially lnrge, wide open
frankly, as Innocent s spring violets.

tiust in, to glve the best .Tﬂ
him!" . t1 i

Zornlda gasped, Utter a
filled her eyes., Then came h"?rwlu]iu.
she would not belleve, Fut whpy “;
snw the seriousness of hin eyes, hes

mazem,

passion burst out upon him, Her tuy
handg rowe and clenched thameselvey s
her panting breast, her eyes \lmt thagy

shadow of amazement and grew briljjyy
with anger,

“That little baby«-faced dol) 1 s
erfed, “'She has dared make eyey g
ou, And you, blind faol that yoy are
ave turned from me to her!"  J,,
voice shook, her whole body tremple
visibly, then stiffened. In n flnsh a1
girlish softness was gone; she Jgq
as cold and cruel as steel. 1 pu,

thought to let her go when the ran
eame, Now I nlugl have other pr::
for_her."

Kendrie stared,

““In the firet pince,’’ he sald with gy
asmumption of carelessness, ‘‘vou hag
overshot the mark ; Betty Gordon hany'y |
made eyes at moe at oll and I'm py
in love with Ler and have no Intentiggy
of being. Next, I fall to see what hy,
happened that would alter your pley
in her regard?"’

Zoralda laughed her disbeliaf,

“Any girl in her place would maks
eyes at you,'' she retorted. *‘And g
for my plans, perhaps you may |y
allowed to watch the working out
them! Would you enjoy,” she taunts
him, ‘‘the sight of Hetty Gordon in »
steel ecage into which we allowed 4y
enter A certain pet of mine?'""

At firat he did not understand, The
ha stared at her speechlessly, W,
of Juanita, spoken fearfully that mory.
ing, recurred to him: *'She would gl
me to her eat, her terrible, terribly
cat, to play with!'"" He opened hjy
mouth to lift his voice in hot protes;
then he bit back the words, ravagely
calling himuelf a fool for the mad
thought, LEven to Zornlda's lawlems.
ness thers must be a limit; even thy
cold cruelty looking out of her obliqy
eyes now could not carry her so far,
And yet the laugh with which he ag.
swered her was a trifle shaky,

“Wa are talking nonsense,"’ he sald
nbruptly. “‘And Biruce 18 expecting you,
When you finlsh distorting facts for hiy
consumption 1'd like a word with him,"

Zoraida's foce went white,

“It fs In my heart,'" she said in g
dry whisper, ‘‘to give orders that yoy
will never xee nnother sun vise !

“Glve your ovders then,"' Lie snapped,

'v /
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