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A COURSE IN “VARIABLES"
HE suthorizntion by the Board of Edu-
ention of 3 NrwW  Cinirsd n "fecuarrent
geography '’ for elghth-grade popils lays tow

and pressing obligntions upon  their in-
atructors,  “'Current geography' will be as
variable a« politicluns, the weather wnd

some algebraic roots,

As it is the ohject of the econrse to direct
the students’ attention to u'--ngr:lp:m-u] it -
tors dominunt in the marel of world events,
there is a convineing probubility that news-
paperg may be called upon to serve as text-
books. The static assurance of Mitehell or
Tarr and MceMurray cannot b in the lenst
belpful when the pupil ix asked to bound
Bllesia, define the status of Yap, to elucidate
the British control of Mesopotnmian oil.

A correct answer today may prove coldly
erroncous tomorrow.,  School children, how-
ever unstudious in temperament, will seldom

forgo any amount of trouble that may be
iovolved in confuting their teachers. 1t
would seem thut many little tricks of this
sort can be turned by diligent perusal of
positively last editions,

If the instructors are wise they will

rigldly date thetr examination papers nnd in
returning them with marks will rule out
all entries based on later dispatehes from

abrond. Rufficient unto the duy is the
eurrent geopraphy thervof,
THE. DEBTORS' PLEA
NE cannot help wondering what the
Sheflicld steel manufactirers expeeted
to accomplish when they appeared before

the Senate Finance Committon to plead for
& reduction in the steel tariff in the Ford-
mey bill, on the ground that if the pro-
posed dutics were levied their business
would be injured.

ereé never has bedn a time when Amer-
fean tariffs were framed for the benofit of
foreign producers. There have been times
when wavering Congressmen were brougit
into line by the assertion of foreign pro-

ducers thnt n proposed tariff would de-
erease (heir profits,
The Sheficld manufacturers profess to

ask for no specigl favors, but they do nsk
*to be allowed to live and to pay you what
we owe you."

This plea will have nn effect unlexs Con-
gress has come to a full realization of the
fact that the debt of Furope to the U'nited
States cannot be paid exeept in goods, and
that Europran goods canuot come here un-
Jess we have such a tariff as will

permit
them to enter. This newspaper hns boeon
iInsisting for xears that, while the tariff

should be drafted primarily for the protec-
tlon of native industries, it should take ae-
eount of the fact that the United States has
become n creditor nation amd that its trode

Jawa must be frumed with n view to the
protection of the ability of its debtors to
meet their obligations, 1f Congress hos

h“ul‘.'l to perceive the coundness of this view
it will #ive such consideration 1o the plea

of the Shefficld steel men as it deserves.

TWO MOBS
RESIDENT HARDING paturally dis-
likes the thought of an luvasion of Wost

Virginia by Federal troops nssigned  to
establish order in the soft-eoa!l countrs
Yet, on the whaole, sinee affairs in tie

mining regions have been permitted o drift
from bad to worse, regular army officers nl
regular soldiers, imsuune from the sort of
hysterin that usually sweeps mobs on to
acts of wild destruction, are the only ones
who may be depended on to avert general
bloodshed in the zone of trouble,

Facing each other now are twn wmobs,
undisciplined, without rationnl leadershi
or a fixed purpose and animated by hntr
Recumulated passion and moonshine whisky
If a clash oeccurs a genernl slanghter mny
follow. The correspondents have ulrondy
begun to talk of “‘sectors’” nnd “<plivprs '
There is no certainty that the miners who
obey the terms of the President’s proclianin -
tlon and start peacefulls for their bomes
may be able to cseape artack vord
random battles with straggling groups trow
the opposition force.

Every influence that contributes to seq
nomic disturbancs in the 'nplud
flery union spirit, bad industrial mannge
ment, hatred for imported steike-brenkera
faulty civil administration and discregurd for
the constitutional rights of individunls
been Joined with moonshine whi N
the trouble in West Yieginia mare thriatin -
fmg. Firm handx and level Lepds are wecdid
now to save West Vieginla from the conse-
quences of incradible folly on the paret of
the nnions, the canl operators, the strike-
breakers nnd the State Administration ltself,

St

AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY

EPORTS that the recently signed trontios

between the United Stutes und Austria
and Hungury respectively follow the lines
laid dowu in the Dresel-Ilosen pact with

Qermany are at onve lofermutive and ob-
cure,

Interpretation of the Ferlin agreemont
was made comparatively easy by ik pe
peated references to o doenment widely
ently discussed in this countey —1he
ty of Versallles, Muost Amerivans pires
to a certnin familiarity with its mue
: ked contents.
'.Dut negotiations with Austrin and Hun-
eannot  consistently  rely  upon  the
of the major treaty with Germany,
ghe separate Treaty of Bolnt-Germain
Allies determined their relntions with
and in the equally distinet Trents
ianon mautters relating to Huugary
authoritatively consldervd,
m “internationally  minded
are far from intimate wequaintanes
the 1-_'|:pll.l'il terms of thexe pucts,  Tle
treatios pever ronched the Sennte for
and hepee have not been Muminated
fleree white light of publicity wlifeh
U‘ the Versailles contract with all the
s of a movie close-up.

lil opposition to the new Ameri.
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be efitirely eaty to denlore offhand such
referonces to Trianon and Saint-Germain
as they may contain, The bulk of the publie
hns not been taught to regard these Furo-
pean arrnngements either with respect or
distrust,

It is no mean task Lo start A quareel
nbout something that is in a general sense
unknown, a fact upon which Fresident
Harding and Secretary Hughes may have
reflected in their expeditious direction of
negotintions In Vienna and Dudapest,

MR. BECK'S DARK VISIONS
OF A WORLD OFF ITS HEAD

A Clever American Imitates the Anclents
by Declaiming That All Good
Is In the Past

' TO the moment of our going to press

James M. INeck had revealed no dispo-
kitton to quit bis job in the Department of
Justiee and pack his things and buy a ticket
for nnother faraway world wherein there
would be no grecdy capitalists, no diseon -
solute proletarinns, no free thinkers, no free
verse, no cubist pietures, no young ladies
with bobbed hnir and no young men con-
tetnptuous of authority, Hut after a read-
ing of the address which Mr, Ileck delivered
yesterday before the American Bar Associn-
tiom at Cincinnati ene eannot but wonder
how lie hns managed thus far to endure the
company fnto which he is thrown upon this
misfortunnte planet.

Mr. Dock in always enrnest.  And he has
gifts, He is so elogquent with words that
he ean charm and interest folk who would
dip in their teacks rather than wsgree with
him about anything. Nowadays he appears

to be rending the wrong books or viewing
his world in a defective light. Nothing.
[y ¢, Is ns it ought to be, Mutterings of
" ition trouble his ears—eries of dis-
satirfnction! Hits so experienced o mnan
vt to lenrn t these sounds express pud

wore than the desire for prog-
and terment that is constant in
men's minds?  Daoesn't he kuow—hasn't he
beenn able to learn in Washington—that what
Americans of all sorts seek Is not revolu-
tion, but better order in their own affairs?

There is no enduring respect for au-
thority anywhere, says Mr. Beck despnir-
ingly. That is not true, There is respect
for nuthority, awmd it is linked with a de-
termination to estubllsh the sort of authority
thit will be worthy of respect, That i«
what all the noise {8 nbout, The spectacle
of Hussin is peculinely distressiog to this
newest eritie of clvilization.  Russin ix, for
him, a cause of despnir, a cause of «durk
forehoding Yot to any one gifted with a
little patience and a little philosophy the
Russia of roday, sad and deplorable as its

menn nothing

riess

eircumstances are, promises far more than
the Nussin of the Caars —the Russin which
appenrs to have been wholly t to
Mr, Heek From bolshevism the n be
rocovery, at least.  From the svetem which

it displnesd nothing bt eatastrophe eonld
be expeeted, for it was a destructive system,
and yetr it was self-perpetuating

need not quaree]l with Mr. Beck.
Ogie needd only recommend to him the com-
fort of sober thoughts, In very
foreoful and pleturesque langunge he in
formed the Bar Assorintion that all beanty
#nd symmeotry are vanishing out of painting

(e

seeond

and lterature befors the onslaught of un-
diseiplined and uninformed spirits, Wall,
well' It would be good to know whnt

books a solleltor in the Department of Justice
rends in bis idle hours and what exhibitions
of the plastic arts he is accustomed to at-
tend. Iroos he grieve for the passing of
the Vietorian painters in England aod the
eclipse of the Bouguerenns in Franee? If
he does hie will grieve nlone. Do the con-
tented complacency of Mr. Howells and the
ineffable smogness of Mrs. Ward seem to
Lim like qualities of literature without which
the world c¢unnot survive? There hns been
something of a revolution in literature nnd
in puinting.

Windy platitudes carry ne poet very fur
nowadays., The writers swho belivvid thut
writing was o busipess at which you eould
do nothing but arrnnge sentences in pretey
ir dav, nnd It over, ln-
ive the maguil sviu
the stately ha n uf

1

v rlear and

patterns= had th Is
stend of them we |
bolism of Conrad,
IKaut Hams=un and his school,
noble eriticism of men like ver, which
swoepis the world like a clean wind out of
the morning. The world is silled with gond
with

writing — writing that is eoncernd i

life's netualities,  Upon the general earrent
of American and English Hterature the foee
verse 1 irks Mr. Beck's sounl is senttered
fonm it is direct. 1t has meaning as

well ag sound.

Hns honor gones out
palities and out nf men, as Mr
the Bar Assoclation  belism
aronml the country, v
it hax?  The shysters nnd the profiteers
are plwavs about, Imt they are not new
aud thes are growlng fewer,  Urooks do
ot sureive What appears to bove
wilsled Mr, Beek s the plain onnd frank
movement of IMsUTEence Rrotg the young
of  thee lnnd Youth making i
turbunee everywhere liternture, the
nrts, in public 1tfe, Tt
lias through? Can a
in uf Justive mo
sonn forget the strains voutl
“the horror of the experiences in-

of husiness, ont
ek wao
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tieted npon it by the elders of the world,
the tuin that wuas wwde deliberately of irs
fuith and it= hrightest illusions™®

Youth will be buisterous and Inquisitive
and frreverent for n long Bota o rome,
Tt will T susplitaons nmil chn ()48 114 I
will write gstonishing bhooks and paiopr as-
tonishing pleturss and  devise astonishing
verse expressive in one way or another of
i1ts stienee with ald aceepted things by
which it wus led blipsdly into o trag Rt
vonth is mot all the world,  Mr. Deck soen
te bellewe that it s Aod there ar m
whoen Bt seems that the future woonld b

afer IE Do wes

Sinee the t

formnlly  monrusd the

the decline of virthe and the goodiess wnd
gluey of older rimes.  Mr. Bock s at leust
in distingulsted ecompany.

REGISTRATION DAY THOUGHTS

AHE comparatively light regisrestion of

Tuesluy I8 not ngecssarily noosurprising
index of publie apatify A Talling off from
the enrollment fizures of last yenr was to
have been I'L['f<"l'li The Ly e nf eitizen
whio delights thar he “only votes in o prosy
deatinl contest™ is no novelty st how
he cxpects ta b 1o warded for his palitlenl
pheteminusness s not elear, but thepe
little dombt that Le segards suvh conduet
we meritorions.,

Allowing, bhowever, for this familiar aud
warped conception of fraochise dutivs, there
s still @ econsiderable shrinkage to be ex

plained,  Withpnt gaing into the sulitletiex
af denls mpd maneuverings, whieh play
apparently Inevitable paet in loeal pollt
allanirs, there® s ane which
mnrks of plausibility and is far from recon-
dite,

The registration days this yenr are ex.
ceptionnlly early.  Prior to Labor Duay the
town cannot be snid to have quit vaention
ing Pletter posnlts muy be hoped foar next
woerk, but even the last enrollment
Beptember 10, will
wome lnte sajourners o the

It is ensy enongh to za
be equal to the strain of muoking n teip 10
town, but such argument sgalts theory iy
the face of fuct. The lmportance of regis-

tration is so vital t!.hrluthwm

WnsEwrp henrs

ny

prove fneonvenient for
countr

that they shonll

should be adjusted to the habits of the
publie, '

This is eortainly not the eass this year.
Theatrical managers are perfectly nware that
business would be slack In Auvgust should
they open their thentres then, Must it be
dedueed  from the early enrollment dates
that the absence rather than the presence
of the public is earnestly desired In polities?

SMOOT, TAX SIMPLIFIER

HE ideal tax is one which touches the

consumer in the fewest possible ways,
The present internal tax law is ircitating
boeatike of the multiplicity of its imposts,
The child who buys a plate of fee eream has
to pay u tax to the Federal Government.
Every one who travels by railroad s taxed
on the cost of his ticket, If a man busys a
drink at a soda fougtnin or buys a ticket
to o theatre*or o movie show he has to pay
a tnx. There are at Jenst thirty such un-
noying tnxes in forees at prosent,

It has been agreed In Washington that
gome of them are to be repealed. Senntor
Smoot has just proposed that they all be
repenled and that the revenues of the (Gove.
ernment be raised by six taxes, to the ex-
clusion of all others, They are a tax on
incomer, the maximum of which is not to
exeeed 32 per eent; a 10 per cent tax on
the net profita of corporations, a tax on to-
baceo, an inheritanee tax, a & per cent tax
on manufacturers’ sales and n tax on im-
ports,

The Sennter estimates that these taxes
would yield nll the revenue noeded.  All but
the tax on manufacturers’ sales are included
in some form in the bills now before the
Senate Finance Committee, The tax bill levies
12 per cent on the pegfits of corporations,
or 214 per ernt more than the Utal Senator
proposes.  Iis income tax is substantially
the same ax that of the bill, and he pro-
posts no chonge in the inheritance taxes,

The proposmd snles tax ix controversial,
Senntor Smoot hns  been wrging it for
maonthe,  The prineiple of the tax Las re-
eently been indorsed by the United Stntes
Chdmber of Commerce after a referendum
to ils members. In the form in which the
Senntor proposes it the tax wonld yield an
estimated rovenue of £1.200 (00,000,  1ts
opponents will raiwe the objection that it is
practienlly impossible to declde who ure
mantufacturers and who are not.

There are many completed articles in the
make-up of which several independent
manufacturers are concerned. Take the au-
tomoblle ns an example. The magneto is
made by one compnny, the carburetor by
another, the lighting system by another, the
soelf-wtarter by n fourth, the tires by a fifth
and, in many cases, the wheels by a sixth,
Now, s the automobila manufacturer to
pay 3 per cont tax on the wholesale price of
the ear as a completed article, or is he to
deduet from the tax the amount paid by the
manufactorers of the different parta? O¢
take a suit of elothes composed of woolon
vioth, ecanvas etiffening, silk or woolen or
cotton lining, buttons, thread and wadding.
Is the elothing manufacturer to pay a tax
on the value of the completed suit or is he
to pay a tax only on ths =n've of the work
which he puts inte ., nlus his profit?
'nder one arrungement there would be a
tax of G per cent on part of the manuface.
tursd goods and of 3 per cent on the re-
mainder,

If Congress ir disposed tp levy snch a
sales tax ns is proposed there are no in.
superabie obstacles in the wav, It is not
impossible to draft the law in such a way
#us to prevent double triple  taxation,
The manufacturers will ohjeet to it ns &
mutter of course. but the plain people. whao
are {rritated by the grasping fingees of the
tanx colleetor feeling for their pennies when
they ninke trivinl purchases, would be de.
lightedl by any plan which would raise the
needed in snch A way as to dis-
tribute the burden as widely as possible.

or

revenie

THE IMMIGRATION BOGIE
HIE doubling of the imwmigration tigures
the year ended June 30 justifies,
periaps, some of the congressiongl anxiety

comrerning the expected post-war flood,

for

It is worth noting, however, that the
forecast of influxes by the millions was not
rog limedl From 1910 to 1204 more than a
million tmmgrants anoualiy made their way
to these shores The total for the lust

Governmoent year was SO0, 208 s compared
with 430,001 for the previ
) miay argue that there has not

15 twelve months

been time i the warld confliet for the
tide to reach its pictured proportions, Por
thnt reason, it was maintained, the new Inw
uf tas was authorized,

Itat the fnconvenienees and technical diffi-
st that
i oalready has hevome a subject for

The fart seems to he that while
- hag been flourishing, imagion-

eitlties of this net gee now so munif

fts revisl

tion= hove been more so,
The principle of restriction meets with
ronside favor, but the Nation as a
lins no immedinte enuse to be dis-
1 over the unloading possibilities. The

plexing law that apprarcs to bave been

o e
framed In & moment of panie.

TAX REVISION FIRST

USINESSK, men wiil be ul to know

plras
.

thut the Sennte Finance Contittee has
declde] to give the Internul Tax Revision
Bill precedence over the Tarl® 1311
The twportanece of this Eas been prged
it Congress sinee the beginnlug of the
present  Mlministeation,  bur for  reasons
whilel seemmd good to the Wavs and Meuns
ot 1 uf the Mopse the Tarifl B was
taken upe first Both 1t amd the Tuternal
Tliwe Bl are now o the Lunds of the
Ny ottt ee,
imperative necd just now is for a
rediuction in dnternn! taxes The tnx hill
will Fndse S3000L0000L000 or more In rey-
whilel 18 abevie hanlf n Wi Hon less than
ne tothat warlld T produaesd by the
w =i " The Taetff Bill wi
! tore ni half n mont ths
litehiest estiinte It §s wibivis v of greater
tanee tor eeidure the internal taxes by
Wnlf o Billion than toe revise the tael®, fm-
poptnnt ok that rfevisjon i Fortununtely,
the present Congress I8 committed ta hotl
o nx, and, fortunntely n , the Ben-

ate eommittee has pereelesd th
aud is plapning 1o meet 3

Breiter need

Frunk Vanderlip

Strategy R trin's position

Trigmphant = nat itlins Ry
needs fowd, nmil to get

forid  shie peeds eredits,  Glven these her

strntey trereinl position will enahle
L 10 o lierself, 1But her “strutegl

end et ! n'" te dute has been
1 b pmtir tited by conntries thine

refuse to tende with her,  Artomns Ward iy
wosimiblpr vose, it will be pememnbered, nnilod
evie in the fist of an opponent und the
grouw] New ape amd hit Wim,

While Prestdent Mard-
Juhis for the ing Ix wrestling  wihih
Jubless thv unemployment prob

HiTh stites, MItivs
and munleipalities are In n pesition o hely
on the goml work Willlam Rowen, presi

dent of the Boned of Edueation, hns pointed

vt the waoy in 'hidadelpliin Y
time to bulld pew sehoolhouses, N
hons many ot work boihling  new  ronls
There are other pubifie works possibly, ) he
thie for p hnprovenents Is gt o i
of general v prlos et

I the suggestion of 0 Now York papn -
graplier that the Vongresstongl  Recaed b

puk vnon paying business by wdding 4 comie
supplement s acted upon we suggest Con-

-

l
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WHY IS IT THAT
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OUR LUXURIOUS YOUTH

Full Equipment Needed for Play Now-
adays—An Official Exemplification
of “Let George Do It"”"—The 8er-

vile “Thank You" Overdone

By GEORGE NOX McCAIN
OYD HAMILTON, of Harrishurg, dean
of the resident legislative correspondents
nt the capital, eame to the clity yesterday
to meet his two sun-tanned hoys,

With their kits they resembled, minus the
khakl, a couple of junior Infantrymen headed
for the Philippines.

They were returning from two months in
a boys' eamp in the wilds of Pike county.

“Tt'e astonishing.' commented the stal-
wart Hamilton, “‘the advantages city boys
enjoy todny compared with what we had
when 1 was a youngster,

A corner lot wae o peach of a place for
a ball game then. Now a regulur diamond
Is 1 part of clty recreation,

“'Sehool yards with swings, bares, ‘horses'
and instructors; community centers, school
nurses I'Illd doctors,

JIn the summer Doy Beout and other
camps, protected snlmm[‘;:g holes and every-
thing n boy could wish, plus the element of
instruction and safeiy.

“When I waos g kid the greatest sport
I knew was to camp out for two nights on
an island in the Susquehanna Iiver, where
our principal nmusement was to spend the
nights fighting mosquitoes,"”

—

IRECTOR ERNEST TUSTIN, of the

Department of City Welfare, says that
Charles T, P'reston, chief of the Bureau of
Correct@ne, died from overwork,

It Is not often that the puolic hears of an
official of that kind,

But *'Charlie’ P'reston had a keen sense
of his responsibllity as a city official,

It was his first big job, though he had
been In politics for a generntion.

He wanted to make good,

There was the ambition to demonstrate
that he had it in him to live up to his re-
sponsibilities.

It waus the aspiration of a man of good
family and good instinets,

Linprovements aud reforms at the Houss
of Correction will long be a monument to
his name,

iy | P —rai
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~—Disasters such as these so powerfully strike the imagination of the world—
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IN RUSSIA
MILLIONS OF
LIVES LOST

="

g™ 000 LIVES
—-"--‘.-.
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GI-I"II{}F: F. ROSENBERGER Dbefors
he turned farmer was a chef. 1lis
specinlty was sea food,

Nearly every resort along the const be-
tween Cape Henlopen and Sawdy Hook has
been the scene of his activities,

He served lis apprenticeship to men who
were experts In thelr line,

As n resnlt the Rosenberger elam ohnw-
der, when he condeseends to pesume tem-
pornrily the snowy cap and apron, Is a
delight,

For years Mr. Rosenberger lins made the
elxty gallons of chowder that i« consumed
annunlly on clambake day by the business
wen and favmers of the Perkiomon Valley.

This year Iosenberger, Jr., who Inherits
his sire’s culinary ability, made out the Jist
of ingredients needed for the chowder bn bis
futher's nhsenice,

Before it went to the Commities on Sup-
plies it was submitted to Rosenberger, Sp,

Seizing n pencll, he ernsed  amd mdided
u‘m:; the list was literally xhot to pleces,
Turning to the boy, in u wildly reproving
volee hie sald

UMy son, this stuff is for elam chowder
that is to be enten—not solid,"”

Do you cateli the fine distinction?

VAN

~—uwhile disasters of this sort arouse so little interest? ’

SHORT CU7S

Smoot wants the business of the coun-
try to run on six eylinders.

NOW MY IDEA IS THIS

Daily Talks With Thinking Philadelphians on Subjects They
Know Best

The trouble with the Ku Klux bird ia
that it neither coos nor clucks,

ILLTAM A,

DUZER, mninte-
nance engineer of the State Highway
Department, is the excmplificntion, in ofi-
cinl life, of the fumous ““George” in *“‘Let )
Lreorge do It."

EUGENE E, HOGLE
On the New Gasoline Tax
OTORISTS in particular and others in- »

One thing in favor of beer—Nobody

- H - L) H
proposeid revision of the Constitution, ever takes it through a strayw.
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