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BARZAN THE TERRIBLE

By EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS ,
Author of the “Tarzan” Stories and the “Martian” Stories l
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CHAPTER XVI
The Temple of the Gryf
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not dismayed, since he had eounted
upon  nothing different,

It ths bare would ot vield to his
cunning they wonld yield 1o his glant
strangth if there proved no othier menns
of Ingress, but first he would nssure
bimuell hat thin lntter wis the case,
Moving nntirely around the hullding he
txuminoed it ecarcfully,  There were
cther windows, but they were simi-
Inrly barred.  He stopped nften to look
and Jisten, but be waw nn one, aml
the sounds that he beard were ‘too far
rway to canse him any apprehension,

He glaneed obove him at the wall of
the building,  Like s wany of the
other walls of the city, palace and
temple, It wax ornately  carved.  and
there were, too, the peculiar ledges that
v sometimes in n horizantal plane
pml again wers tilted at an mngle, Riv-
ing o ttimes an impression o frregn-
lnrity nnd oven  erookedness to the
Fuildings. Tt was uot o diffieult wall
to ¢limh, nt least not difhee 1or the
e -man,

Hut he found the bully ang nwrward
liead-dross o cons’derable hundieap, and
#u he Inid it aside upon the ground
at the foor of the wall. Nimbly he
ascended te find the windows of the
recond flonr nat only barred, but ones

| tnined within,  He did not dolny long

nt the seeamd floor, sinee he had in
wind an ddea that he would fined the
cuslest entranee throngh the roof, which
b had  notieed  wns roughly  dome
shaped, like the throne-room of Kn-
tun,  Here there were gpertuees,  He
Lad ween them from the ground, and
it the construction of the interior res
sembled even  slightly  (hat of  the
throne-room, bars would nat be neees-
sary upon  these apertares, sinee no
one eould reach them from the floor
of the room

There was but a single question :
wonld they be laree onough to mlinit
the beond shoulilers of the npw - man

He paused ngnin ot the thivd Noor
and bere, inoapite of the hangings., he
saw that the imterior vwas lighted aml
shimulinneons's there come o his npse
treils from within o seent that stripped!
trom him temporaci's any pemmant of
civitization that might hove  romained
and left him n ficvee and terrible bull
of the jungles of Ierchiak, 8o swidden
mnd complete was  the metamorphosis
that there almost broke from the savage
s the hideous challenge of his kind,
but the eanning brote mind saved him
thi= blunder,

And now he heard voleed within—
the voire af ]__nqlnn e conhil  have
sworn, lemnnding,  And houghty and
lisainfal ame the an=wering worils,
thotgh utter hopelesspess spoake in the
tones of this other voiee which hronght
Torzan to the pinnncle of (ronzy.

The Jdome with its possible apertures
wor forgotten, Fvery eonsiderntion of
stenlth and aquiet war enst psiide ns
the ape-man drew back his mighty fist
nl strock a single terrific hblow upon
the bms of the small window hefore
Iin, n Dow that sent the bars nmd the
ensing that held them clattering to the
floor of the apartment wibin,

Tustantly Tarzan dived headforemost
through the aperture, carrying the hang-
ings of untelope hide with him to the
floor below. Leaping to his fect he tore
the entangling pelt from about  his
head only to fiud himself in utter dark-
ness and in silenee. He enlled alowd a
pome that liad not passed his lips for
many wenary months.  ““Inne, Jane,™
he opjed, **where npe you'?"' But there
was only silence in reply.

Agnin nud agnin he enlled, groping
with ountstretehed hands  through the
Ntyginn  blackness of the room. his
nostrils assailed and his brain tantalized
by the delieate eMuvin that had first as-
wured him that his mate had been with-
in thisx vers room. Amd he had heard
lier dear voice combnting the boase de-
mands of the vile priest. Ah, if he had
but peted with greater enntion ! If he
nod but eontinued o move with quict
| o stenlth be mizht oven nt this o-
['ment be holding her in hix arms while
| the body of Lu-don, beneath lils foot,
| spoke eloquently of vengennee achioved,
But therg was no time now for idle
self-ropronches,

e stumbled blindly forward, group-
ing for Lie knew not what, till suddenls
Iilm floor benenth him tilted and he shot
downward into a dorkness even mere
nutter than that nbove. He felt his
| body strike n smootl surfoee and he
| realized that he was huetling down-
’u-nrd ns through a polished chute while
from above there enme the moeking
tones of a tuunting Inugh nod the voleo
of Lu-don sereamed after him: *'Ie-
|l|.1ru to thy futher, O Dor-ul-ttho!"'

| The ape-man cnme to a sudden and
painful stop upon a rocky floor. Di-
rectly before him was an oval window
erossed by many bars, and bevond he
=aw the moonlight playing on the waters
of the blue lake below, Simultaneously
he was conkclous of n fawiline ador in
the nir of the chamber, which n quick
glunece revealed in the semi-darkness as
of considerable proportion,

It wax the faint  but unmistakable
odor of the gryf, and now Turzan stooml
silently listening. At first he detected
o sounds other thay those of the eity
that come to him theough the window
overlooking  the Inke: but  presently,
faintly, as though from n distanee, he
heard the shufing of pudded feet along
ln stone pavement, and ns he listened he

wak awira that the sonmd ag |\|‘lr:r|']lu|.|

vven the beeathing of the heast was
nudible,  Evidently  nttracted by the
noise of his deseent inte s eavernons
retreat it owas approsching to investi
gate, e could not see it bat he knew
that 1t was not far distant, and then,
deafeningly there veverberutoed through
those gloomy corridors the mmd bellow
of the gryf

Aware of the poor evesight of tlhe
beast, and hix own oxes now grown qe-
rustomed to the darkness of the envern,
the mpe-man sought to slude the in-
furinted charge which he well knew
no living creatore  voull  withstand,
.\i‘i”lll'l' did he daee pisk the chunee of
experienting upon this strunge gryf
with the tacties of the Tor-o-don that
he had found so efficacions upon that
other oceasion when his life and liberty

t mishap at last to the llr"nh,lhllll been the stakes for which he east.

n.: roneer
(]

I many respsets the conditions were
! dissimilar.  Defore. in broad doylight,
he had been anble to approach the gref

I etate, and the gref itself was one that

Lof mun, or at least of manlike crenture

but here he was confronted by an fm-
| prisoned benst in the full swing of a
furions charge amd he had every reason
to suspect that this geyf might never
have felt the resteaining influence of
authority, confined ag it wax in this
gloomy pit to serve likely but the single
purpose that Targan had alrendy geen
so graphically portrayed in ik own ex-
perience of the last few moments.

To elude the creature, then, wupon
the possibility of discoveriog some Joop*
Lole of escape from  his  predicament
weemed to the ape-man the wisest course
to pursue. Too much was nt stake to
risk an encounter that might he avoided
—un encounter the onteome of which
there WOl eyery reason  to apprehend
would seal the fate of the mate that
he had just found, ouly to lose ngain
s harvvowingly. Yet ligh as his dis-
appointment and chagrin ran, hopeless
s his present estate now appeared,
there tingled in the veins of the ravage
Jord a warm glow of thanksgiving and
Lelution,  She lived!  After all these
weary months of hopelessness and fear

the bare refuspd he bad found her, She lived!
but again Tarsan wey'
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