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I A.M,1 the ac-ma- "for I must seo

hU City of Wt, this A-l- ur of yours,

Ld search there for ray lost mate, even

f.L,h you believe that there. Is little

jWe that I find her. And you, Om-ji- t,

do you come with us?"
"Why now obkcu iu iimij .
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.He lalr of my tribe He In the crags
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Fiat feared that I might become chief.

find who knows oui wi -- i ""
ftlht. But ran-at-lc- it Is she I seek

first, even before n cmeitainsmp.
'f, "We three, then, shall travel

said Tnrzan.
"And fight together, atuieu xn-uu-

"the three ns one," and ns he spoke he

drew his knife and held it above litit

hid.
The three ns one." repeated Om-n- t,

v drawing bis weapon and duplicating 'la- -

den's act. "It is spoken I"
"The three as ono!" cried Tarzan

Uf the Apes. "To the death 1" and his

blade flashed in the sunlight.
"Lotus go, then," said Om-a- t; "my

iinlfn Is drv nnd cries nloud for the
I'blood of Es-sat- ."

The trail over wmen rn-uc- n nun
Om-- led nmi which scarcely could be
dignified even by tuc name or trail
irns suited more to mountain sheep,
monkevs or birds than to man ; but the

tjthrca that followed it were trnined to
fujts which no ordlnar.v man mlgiit es- -

UT.
Now, upon the lower slopes, it led

through (ler.to forests where the crounil
Ti3 so matted with fallen trees nnd

vines and brush that the
ny held alwnjs tc tne swaying branches
tijh above the tangle; again it skirted
jawnlng gorges whose sllppery-lacc- d

toclu gave but momentary foothold even
to the. bare feet that lightly touched
tbem is the three leaped chamois -- like
hem one precarious foothold to the
ncit. Dizzy and terrifying was the
way that Om-a- t chose across the sum-
mit as he led them nround the shoul-
der of a towering crag that rose n
ahecr 2000 feet of perpendicular rock
above a tumbling river. And when at
last they stood upon comparatively
level ground again Om-- nt turned nnd
looked at them both intently nnd espe-
cially at Tarzan of the Apes.

"You will both do," he said. "You
are fit companions for Om-n- t, the Waz-doa- "

"What do you mean?" asked Tar-u- n.

"1 brought you this way." replied
the black, "to lenin if either lacked the
courage to follow where Om-n- t led. It

hero that the young wnrrlors of Es--
corao (o prove their courage. And

jet, though we are born and raised
tpon cliff Rides, it is considered no dls-ipa-

to admit that Pastar-ul-vc- d, the
Jathcr of Mountains, has defeated us,
for of those who try it only n few
uccccd the bones of the others lie at

we feet of Pastar-ul-vcd- ."

Tn-,lf- lnnr.lm.1 NT 1.1 ..v.. .uugMuu. A WUUUI nut uuru
tocoine this way often," he said.

Ao," replied Om-a- t; "hut it has
wrieneu our journey by nt least n full

yT. So much the sooner shall Tnrznn
look upon the Valley of

i!?ra A"(1 Ilp lci1 the way upward
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MH there lny spread below them a
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JP bliio lakes and crossed by th" blue
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cm:s--a city which even at so great n
"."wnrc evidenced a htinnge, ot aitis-ic- .
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will dominate and their king will be
klngof ." ,

"Pcrhans you aro rliAt ' nilmlttil
Orrf-n- t. "It Is becauso our nolghborii
lire fools, each thinking that his trlbo Is
the grenteat nnd should rule among the
Wni-do- They will not admit that tho
warriors 01 my trlbo are tho bravest
nnd our shea the most beautiful,"

Ta-de- n grinned. "Each of tho others
prcscntB precisely tho same argument
Ihnt you present. Om-at,- " he said,
"which, my friend, is the strongcsl bul-
wark of defense possessed by the Ho-don- ,"

"Come!" exclaimed Tarzan; "such
discussions often lend to quarrels, and
we thrco must hnvo no quarrels. I, of
(tiurso, nm Interested in learning what
I can of the political and economic
iondltions of your land I should liko to
know something of your religion j butnot nt tho expense of bitterness between
my only friends In n. Possibly,
however, you hold to the snmo god?"

"There, Indeed, wo do differ," cried
Om-n- t, sdmowhnt bitterly and with n
traco of excitement In his voice.

"Differ I" almost shouted Tn-do-

"and why should we not differ? Who
could anree with the preposterous "

"Stop!" cried. Tarzan. "Nov, In-
deed, have I stirred up a hornets' nest.lid us speak no more of matters politi-
cal or religious."

"That is wiser," agreed Om-a- t; "butI might mention, for your Information,
that Uie one and only god hns a long

"It Is sacrilege," cried Ta-de- n. lay-in- g
; his hand upon his knife; "Jod-bon-Oth- o

ImBno tail!"
"Stop!" shrieked Om-n- t, springing

forward; but Instantly Tarzan inter-
posed himself between them.

"Enough I" ho snapped. "Let us betrue to our oaths of friendship that wemay be honorable in the sight of God
In whatever form we conceive Him."

"You arc right, Tailless One," said
Ta-de- "Come, Om-n- t, let us look
after our friendship and ourselves, se
curc '"the conviction that .Tndben-Oth- o

is Rufflclently powerful to look nftcrhimself."
"Done!" ngreed Om-a- t, "but "
'No 'buts,' Om-at- ," admonished

Tarzan.
Tho shaggy black shrugged his shoul-

ders and smiled. "Shall we make ourway down toward the vnllcy?" he
asked. "The gorge below us is unin-
habited; that to the left contains the
caves of my people. I would sec Pan-at-I-

onco more. Ta-de- n would visit
his father in the valley below and
Tarzan seeks cntrnnce to A-l- In
search of the mate that would be better
ucnu mnn in tuc clutches of the Ilo-do- n

priests of o. How tdiall weproceed?"
Let us rcmnin together as long as

possible," urged Ta-de- "You. Om-n- t,

must seek Pnn-nt-le- e by night nnd by
stealth, for three, even we three, may
not hope to overcome Es-s- at and all his

At any time may we go to
tho village where my father is chief, for
Tn-d- always will welcome the friends
of his son. Hut for Tarzan to enter
A-i- is nnothcr matter, though there
Is n way and he has the courage to
put It to the test listen, come close
for hns keen cara and
this he must not hear," with his lips
close to tho cars of his companions
in-uc- n, uie xnii-trc- c. of
the Lion-ma- n, unfolded his daring plan.

And nt the same moment, n lmnrlreil
miles away, a lithe figure, naked but
ior a loin cloth nnd weapons, moved
silently ncross a thorn-covere- d, wntcr- -
lcss steppe, searching nlwnys along" tho
ground before him with keen eyes and
sensitive nostras.

CHAPTER III
Pan t-Leo

Mght had fnllen upon uncharted
A slender moon, low in

the West, bathed the white faces of the
chalk cliffs presented to her, in n mel
low, unearthly glow. Black were the
shadows in Kor-ul-j- n. Gortro-of-llon- s.

where dwelt the tribe of the same namo
under Es-sa- t, their chief. From un
aperture near the summit of the lofty
escarpment a hairy figure emerged the
head and shoulders first nnd fierce
eyes scanned the cliff side in every di
rection.

It was Es-sa- t, the chief. To right
and left nnd below he looked ns though
to assure himself that he was unob-
served, but no other figure moved upon
the cliff face, nor did nnothcr hairy
body protrude from nny of the numerous
envc mouths from the high-flun- g nbodc
of the chief to the habitations of the
more lowly members of the tribe nearer
the cliff's base. Then he moved out
ward upon the sheer face of tho white
chalk wall. In the hnlf-llg- ht of the
baby moon it appeared that the heavy,
shaggy black figure moved across the
face of the perpendicular wall in some
miraculous mnnner, but closer ex
amination would hnvc revealed stout
pegs, as large around ns a man's wrist,
nrotrudlne from holes in the cliff into
which they were driven. Es-t-at- 's four
liandliko members and his long, sinuous
tail permitted him to move with con
summate ease whither he chose a
Bicantic tat upon n mighty wnll. As he
progressed upon his way he avoided the
cavci mouths, passing cither nuove or
below those that lay in his path.

The outward niiprnrancc of these
caves was blmilur. An opening from
eight to ns much ns twenty feet long
b elcht hich and four to six feet deep
was cut into thu clmlklike rock of the

HIT. In the back of this Inrco opening.
which formed what might be described
ns the front vernndu of the home, was
nn nneninir about three feet wide and
six feet high, evidently forming the
doorway to tho interior apartment or
nnartmeutH. On cither side of this
doorway were smaller openings which
it were ensv to nHSiime were windows
through whiih light and air might find
ihi.ii- - to the inhabitants. Similar
windows were also dotted over tho cliff
fncu between the cntrnnce porches, sug-
gesting that the entire tnee of tho cliff
was honeycombed with np.ii tinents.
From many of the fee xumller apertures
uninil Mtreiiiii.s of water trickled down
the cbcarnmeut. and tho walls above
others was blackened as by smoke.
Where the water ran tho wull wns
eroded to u dcptli of from a few Inches
to ns much as n foot, suggesting that
some of the tiny streams had been
trickling downward to the green carpet
of vegetation below for ages.

in thlr. prlmeuil tettlng the greut
i iiiiPfiintliriiiiuH nrmiKod no jarring illf- -

cord, for he was as much a p.ut of it
us tho trees thut grew upon the summit
of the cliff or those Ihnt hid their feet
niuong the dank fems in the bottom uf
the gorge.

Now he paused before un entrance)
way and listened nnd then, nolsolosBly

tin. moonlkht upon the trickling
waters, ho merged with the shadows of
thu outer porch. At. mo cioorwny leuu-i.- ur

iiitii tho Interior lie paused nguin.
listening, and then ciuiutly pushing
imhli. tho henvy skin that covered the
aperture, lie passed within u largo
i.imnilier hewn from the living rock.
From the far end, through another
(iixiruii). shone u llsht, dimly. Townrd
11,1m he event with utmost stealth, his
nuked feet giving forth no bound. Tho
knotted club tiint hail been hanging at
1,1a buck from a thong about his neck lie

now removed ami carrieu in ins ieit
hand.
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