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f. U'LL give i, fast enough!"
. Ford's hatsh, dry lsughter rang

o[ don’t know whether it will help you
not, for 1 haven't the slightest iden
fo killed Creveling, but ' give you all
hole totten bunch of them! T kept

ut
’,:'ﬂﬂ of forlorn hope that they'd be
hite enough to tide me over even after
oveling himuelf had  welehed, but
pen Cutter threw me down cold

| up and 1 will!

oy customers’, but if 1'd had it yet I
ould have wenthered the storm.
conldn’t kick if the game had been

anvinesd it was crooked and I've been
| v‘;““'b,, siucker, God! Even a tin horn

nning to glimmer throngh hix con-
o5,

1'?‘(1)?:0““#_ 1 wag on my way to
pelng a rich marl'l nven m“! ene uky-
| ing daye, but it's all gone over
:ﬂ"‘?‘in table of Cutter's, damn
him!'* Ford stopped ubruptly and the
age in his face {'“e way to a look o
e derision.  'You fellows at head-
uacters are mighty smart, but you
idn't know that the biggest games in
ue city are pilled off and have been for
benrs In that respectable-looking house
of bls down on the avenue. He 1a
pathing mors nor lesa thun a profes-
wional gambler. only he does things on
a ecale that's never been known before
eran in the Big Town, .
A gumbler! The connecting link at
].!;']:pvr; the memory of @ chanee remark
of Dennis’ on the previous evening re-
turned to make his chagrin complete.
When he told his friend what be had
senrned from Mies Frout about the Kip
woman and how she hud been broke one
day and tlush the next, Dmuin _re-
marked “Like a gnmbler! I-m.-:!
then he hod not tumbled to the truth!

it a1l seemed wo obvions now in the
light of this ravelntlon! Those (wo
dissipated rounders, Waverly and
Creveling, seeking 1o stimulate their
jeded menses with the exciterment of the
gamo; this ponev-mad Ford, to whom
all of life had been a gamble ; John
Cavanaugh O'Rourke, with the hot,
reckless, sport-loving blood of his fore-
bears in hln veins, and Cutter silting
eold and inscrutable in tie midat of
them ! But what of the women ? \\rhpr_e
did thor figure in this scheme of things?

“I'm not sellow!" Ford went en.
of wouldn't ery ‘crooked @' just e -
canse 1'd been stung, but looking back
now 1 cnn see how 1 was DIIJ'I'HI. like n
wrout in a stream, and they're dohlz
the same thing to O'Rourke. They'l
ean him and his wife, too, hefare
thes're through—Cntter and Waverly,
and Oreveling was  belping it alon
when he got his! He stoad in, Iil‘id
was just beginning to see it that's why
1 went to him first when 1 saw what
was coming. 1 wasn't a beggar, I only
wanted @ loan of some of my own bac
apd Creveling had got most of It. He
understood, lie knew 1 was on to the
game and he told me he'd see me
through: made an appointment with
me for Thursday snd then at the lnn[
minute took baeck his word, wolchn!.
He thought he conld bluff me, but 1'd
have gone back yesterday and gotten il
from him eomehow, only mtﬁellxnls else
got to him fest, with & 441" p

McCarty was scarcely listening.
“They'll clean him nnd hls wile, too!
were the last words which bad pounded
thamaelves Into biw brain.

“Dio vour mean that Lady Mar—that
Mes. OV Roonrke plays, too? That Mrs.
Ford and Mre. Creveling and M
lave been golug up against A
pme llke thut?”

Ferd Isughed ugnin, mirthlessly.

Thes'te worse than we ore! Not
thmt my wife 18 nn loveterate gambler;
w a matter of fact the poor kid hasn't
any card senwe at all aud doesn’t even
are for (1. Hhe only piked ulong be-
case 1 1 compelled her to

“You?

Fard nodded

“Oh, 1 oadmit e been w fool in
more ways thau one, but I'm coming
clean to you now for | want yon \u
iinderstand the situution and fix Cutter
end hin outfit!’ he declared fraulkly.
“T was making mopey nud we were
bappy enough b few years ago with our
own jolly little crowd, bot when I
bought ms wsent on the exchange Mre.
Pord got ambitious wocially. Hhe met
M. Craveling ot pome chavity affair
and got in with her, and Creveling in-
tradacel me to Cutter. That was the
beginuing of it, aud T don’t mind tell-
g vou that 1 epcouragad Mrs. Ford
to trasel with that bunch: I thonght
I'd get in myself through them with
big monayed interests nod T didn't reu-
'sa I was practically umng my own
wifo us 0 ecapper, the way Cutter is
using Mrs Daillle Kip. She's just a
dnd of grown-ap little girl, my wite, is;
e loven to spend money and be taken
b by tbe swell people and she never
ean tealize that there might be wonother
motlve bebind the Aattery of other men
Tottars like Catter. He nade w sort
ul pl.\- far Lier n YOUr or %0 HEO andl
“he came to me like n big kid and tald
me; |1t b know where he got off
and wirer thar sha wasn't hothered, but
they had 1 in for we. You see the
R@e now, don't you, MeCarty?"'

McCarty nodded slowly iy his turn
fed Bis vxprevsion was very grim, but
he Rl”“” .‘ph,.“l spesking.
are j'ﬁ‘ Ureveling an‘tl Mra. \le'nverl,r
b erent . they !w.tm_g by r|,ht of
b oand thelr old, withered family
™. Ther don't bave to struggles to

\

N

"t wurwbero and in another way they
e Just wa jaded aw their husbends,
They ve cxbuusied  every allowable

,:'r:::’ of umuning therone{ves and they

\ lo the game for what excite-

Bt they could ger out of it, and il

ot them— (ke fuscination, | menu

00 ¥e wien them, of course®’
Yes, wir

. They're hoth benutiea

Mrs Creve-
ung lo w cold

aloof sort of wav and

Wre. Waverly in m dovilish wrink
' y
:";'; . Both miguty attructive nnd each

erentl type, get me?
O mean that Cutter s usiog than
?::'hg“ Sleerarn, Loo”' Mrl‘arn-‘: hon -
‘m“::“:'_" were  filled  with  shocked
l-%illn;l 1’ Luldam like rthem, wilt
iy 0 tne highest sociely und more
I;fh ban they can wpend !’
ourse. } Wuhout theiy iuuwludgo. of
Cutter u:ll their hushandm stuod 1n with
ronstuntly Il-tn-m becuume they were
kel ) % #l Lis houns, ar the w0 -cilled
:n:a'l".':";_"*:l""' dinners  and  afteynoon
whie |-.-nlil. Wan kupposed to give, bt
ot o elly masked the games which
s wn.ul llc‘-‘ und night. The rest of
certalr runic outsiders neked only on
linga r.l ":"“"*”"d, nights; only the Creve
terent -\I:\.; e W '_\""‘1.‘w et nll the dif.
wred her. ve 1o groups that gatl-

¥ anpoew ""“"'1 e the secret of Cut-
H ot i 100 >
don'y think 1.--‘ Y lmmanity You

made h_in millions out

ind on)y L”I;I'I.hl. Wikl those exceptions,
Iy <utppe

" morg of *red 1o people who could

L T T

flaly of M 1he rcandal wod note-
Lhan n‘rm-“ taid than ho could More
dollyr .I,”!‘r”n' devil has lowe biis Juwt
1hat " |I|||: ",'r‘! timsell in (hat Voun
baek of ¢« Uk conservatory ut the
that i II:.-F U uouse, and Ul woger
theen iy o " vuey lias changed hands
Aty 1 ..-l:‘l.t‘:‘. I!-.I:rlh of time than
W the

osnine  period !

Lt and then was as quickly suppressed. |

I shut vesterday because T had !

sade up my mhul‘ihlt I'd show them |

«They got the money—my own, not

z| country.
tralght; 1'm not & poor lower. but I'm

ol ' .
“game?’ MeCarty repeated, a ll‘htl

| But no weandal haw ever attuched to
Cutter, his syatemn was too perfect for
that ; the poor devila who did themselyas
in were spirfied home and the papers
immle a big funs later over their deaths
| from mceldent or appendicitis  opora-
| tionk, or some such liv. Of course their
| familien were ns eager to conceal the

information You want about the|truth ay Cutter: that's where he played

| enfe, ¢ worsl part of it is that he
i a real aristoerat, if there is such o
thing in this country: his family ia
one of the oldest wnd he has alwars
kept his wocinl position impregoable,
though 1 understand he inherited noth-
ing but the house and some votten un-
| costor's  gambling  iostinet!  Poople
ldon't dare nTmnl on him, for he has
clients and victims among the connee-
| tions of every promipent family in the
He thought 1 wonldn't dare.
"either, but I've got nothing to lose

| now.""
i "1 wonder he didn't take that into
consideration,”” McCarty  remarked,

sharp whl stake you to cigarette, «y J
?;;l" :.!'{:'r Wie's stripped sou of your| ou eay he refused to Jet you have

n loan to tide yon over when he knew
it meant ruin to you.''

Ford colored painfully.
| *There was mn persona! matter in-
| volved and it warped bis judgment, 1
| lll'ﬂ!l.:: he mumbled. "My wife, you
| know.
| Y1 wee."" MceUarty strove to make his
voice swympathetic, but he was filled
with loath nﬁ for the unprincipled wenlk -
ling before him. He'd borrow money.
if he could, from n man who had in-
wiulted his wife and if he couldn't, well
rI.||m out! The ex-roundsman's foot
tingled to administer n kick to the cow -
ardly swneak, but he must learn more,
“IE Mrs. Waverly and Mre, Crevelin

Juyed juet becausg ther were bored an
Mrs, Ford becuuse you wanted her to,
why did Mrs, Kip and—and Mrs,
O'Rourke wit in the game?'"

“Oh, Connie Kip is 2 born adven-
turess; a professional gambler in n
way, like Cutter,"" replied Ford care-
lesely. “‘She’'s too shrewd to jeopardize
the social position she has wormed her-
welf into by any indiscreet flirtation, but
the cardn are her means of a livelihood,
aud 1 could swear I've caught her chent-
ing more than once; though f Cutter
koows it he doesn't mind her counting
hersell in on his graft, for she's populnr
and useful to bim ns & steerer. It ia
through her that he gets his elutches on
the young nsses in society with more
money than braine, '’

“Was she at Cutter’'s on Thursday
evening?'' asked McCarty suddenly.

“*No, only the O'Rourkes. o ox-
Eecle:l Creveling, but he phoned that
e couldn't make it, so we hnd a five-
honded game; tame enough, too, with
neither Creveling nor Waverly there.
They were the plungers and helpin
along Cutter's fleecing of O'Rourke,
suspect, T might have warned him, 1
suppose, but 1 had my own fish to fry
in trying to win my money back from
them or get an loan, and then misery
loves company, you know !’

|

“But Mrs.  O'Rourke?’ persisted
MceCarty. “What possessed her to
play?"’

“For the same reason that her hun-
Iband did: w sheer love of the game,'
| responded Ford with non odd nole of
respectful admiration in bis tone

MeCarty rose, He felt suddenly stifled
and, ns though hix breakfast had not
pgreed with him, This cheap renegade
might be useful to him in the future,
und his native caution warned him to
o before Lhe ecxpressed himeall openly.
Not for the Jife of him could he listen
to another word concerning the Ludy
Peggy, even in praise, from such lipa.

“Thank you, siv. I guess you've told
me all [ nead to know to work on now
and I won't pester you uny longer, [
won't give you away, but there'll be no
more feecing of Mr. (V'Rourke nor any
one vlse, I can promice you that,"’

“‘1 don't give n damn about thai, 1'mn
done!"" Ford followed him to the door.

M«Carty breathed deeply when he
reached the street once more, ns though
to clear hig luags from & fetid at-
mosphere, but he felr that he bnad ae-
complished more in the past Lour than
at any time since he had undertuken the
case.

He waw on the inside now, looking
out, wnd nithough he had learned noth-
ing which pointed to the actuul solu-
tion of .the erime there wos o chance
thut the right thread wow in his hands
at lant,

During his interview with the bank-
rupt broker an idea had come to him
which completely revolutionized  his
enrlier plan of proecedure, and be lost
po time in finding a telephone hooth
aud calling up headguarters,

Inspector Druet was already ol his
desk and informed bim that Yost re-
ported no trace of the missing Hildreth
woman, and Martin, when he wos re-
lHeved at the Creveling house, wnid that
Hill had betrayed nelther protest nor
snrpries at finding himee!f under goord.
nor had he made the least mova to
escape esplonage. The report of the
chief medicel exnminer on the autopsy
bed come in also, and he had reversed
the opinion of his sssistant ;. Creveling
could mot bhave killed himwelf, 1t bad
been murder.

“Perbaps ic's just as well, siv."" Me-
Carty's tone was humble.  “1—k've
chunged my mind, thinking over the
dope you've got against Hill, and more-
over T've dug up a few things this
morning that look like they might moke
the cnke vomplete, '

1 thought so!"" the inspector laughed
jubilantly., *‘Good old Mae! You're not
nfraid to admit you've made o mistake,
are you?''

“No, sie,”” MceCarty responded siyly
'*Not being vegularly eounected with the
force  anv longer, promotion don’t
bother me aund there's nothiog to hold
nie back when 1'm in 1he wrong from
nm)-inr so, and starting over. ['ve been
thinking that os long as yon've got the

and the stations and ferries nnd roads
watched so thot she ecan't make her
getaway from the city, we're bound to
land her in Viens and there's no use in
waiting for her to try to get in touch
with Hill before we run him in again.
I think I've got & way to make him alk
niter n day or two in the Tombs, but
1'd like to make the arvest myaselfl.’
“Go w it!"" rhe inspector: sald
heartily, " Your mind was so set op it
that he wasn't guilty, I thought 1'd give
you u few days to find out that xon
were barking up the wroug tree, but
the Hildeeth woman is too clever by half
to give hereelf awny by trying to com-
municate with bim. Come down hero
and 1'l} bave n warrant ready for you, '
“Uouldn’'t you send it up to e at
the Craveling house ' McCarty asked

deaguet ont ufter that Hildeeth womun |
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“I'm oon my way there now, sir, and [
don’t want to lose any time |

AN right I'N howe it theee in half
an  hour'" lospector Dwruet added:
“Hnve you seen unylhing of Terhune?' "

“You, sir. He broke inte my rooms |
Inst night and Denny aod me found
bim sitting there as calm as you please
when we came up from headguariers !’
McCurty almost choked over the recol-
lection. *“*He's invited us both to one
of bis seances tonight."

“U'Il wee you there, then The io-
spector laughed once more He lLins
the care all doped out 10 wuit himwelf,
1 suppone, but be wouldn't condescend |

to take me into his confidence It|
| won't matter to us, Mar, for if be's|
it ow the truth we'll have Lie bired

| wafely caged betoreband, Do you wunt |
{us to keep the nows of Hill's reaviest !
ot of the papers?’’ |
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