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It. nnd rnthpr thnn Iiijvp if iiiiPiirthed.
tit it. wnn hniinil to he if wp hndn't so
promptly dlsrovrrpil thp idpntlty nf th"
I'liirdprrr. ho prpfprred tn lot fdpcpltiK
doss Up."

"Ho do thp roit of tliptn, it sepm!
Wnit. sir. till you hpnr."

McClnrtv Knvp thr Kit of h intPf-vIpw-

with DoiirIiih Wuvcrly. Mrs. Kip.
Miss Krnt. thp I'nrds nnd NIpIiiiIhk
I'llttPr. hut wliPii Iip nnd rnnrlinli'il Hip
inippctnr shook his lipnd.

"Whnlpvpr rpnsons they limy hnvo for
holditiK nut mi you nt you susppcl, Mnr
it iti't hppnusp of n rtillly knowdpdRP of
thp murdpr. Hy your own xhnwiitK the
Knrdu, C'utlor nnd Wnvprlyn Iiiivp
pslnhlishril nliliis wdiich no ponilblo elr
(iimstiititlnl pvidftiec could nnd
jou hnven't n thing tn conitprt Mm. Kip
with (Iip nffnir. You run tnkc whnt
thntPX'i'linppronpnf hrrn vnld nbotit hpr
with n Krnln nf snlt : t no old wnmnn wns
mnd pnough nt IipIiir spnt pneklliK to
hnvo Hworn Mrs. Kip s life nwny, l ll

wiirpp. nnd nt thnt flic could toll not Ii --

Ins inrriminntitiK. Ynli'll find thnt Mrs.
Kip's littlp tnystprj. wlifitpvor it ninv
he. is hrr own nff.tir."

"Vo. sir, 'ti our piisp nnd you
know best." MpCmty rosp. "I'vo had
no slppp since night hofnre Inst nnd 'tis
KotfiiiK nn tn innrnlnR. If sn br jou'vl"
tin further itistruotinnx fnr nip now I'll
ro hoiup ntul rest ind Iip nn the job
iiRnin hriRlit nnd pnrlv."

Itippptor DriiPt ImiRliPil snnipwlint
uiipn.ily.

"WIiIpIi mentis that I linvpn't d

ynu nnd ynu'p tnkrn tlio bit tn
jour tPPth nRnln! I'vo no InstruPtinns
for you, only mirrojIIohn : you know
well thnt I Iirtp nlwiys siven you your
IipiiiI in every ense you'vp workpd on
with hip slnop you resiRnrd from notive
duty nnd I've never rpgretted It. espe-
cially the last, instntipp. Mnd" Mis
fncp sobered. "Go ahead your own wn
nnd if you ran prove, to me thnt. I'm
wrotiR I'll be only ton Rlad to aeknnwl-imIr- o

it, but I tell you now thnt you
hnven't n ehnnpe: Thp Riiilfy mnn"

"Pops thnt menn, sir, thnt ynu won't
take In Mill rifiht. nwny?" MrCnrty

quickly.
'No. AW enn nfford to wnit n bit

and I told ynu we would do so to sop
;t the woman tried to mmmunipnip witn
htm; wp niiRht ns wpII kill two bird
with onp stone nnd we've proof now that
he was nn nccessory both lipforo ntvl
iftpr tlio fact.

"We'll Rivp her two or tliree days to
try to pet in tourh with him mid I'll
notify you, nnywnj, before we ileriile
to rpnrrest him."

"Tlmnk". sir." MrCnrty pipkpd up
tlio iiitio of (linmonds from Hip desk.
"If nu dnn't mind I'll be taking this
nlnnc. nnd by Hip way. if ynu run
neross Mr. DoiiRlns Waverly. take n

look at his cigarette rase; 'twill be
wortli your while."

The inspector started slightly.
"You don't menu V Spp lioro. Mae

hns that nbsPrvntion of yours nnythins
tn dn with thp ciearettei that we found
on the supper table nnd thnt piece of ,i

luokrn ambpr holdPrV"
"Not thnt I know of, sir, but V

thin nnd shaped likp this playing card
here and there nre nine diamonds stuck
in it : ninp rrnl diamonds nrratigpil just
like the spots on this rard."

This time Inspector Prurt's InilghtPr
wns frank nnd hrnrtj .

"You've still Rot jour eyes out for
something dramatic. haven't joiiV
We're not living in dimp iio)p! tinips,
Mac. and thnt card doesn't mrnn any-
thing. It might hnvp bopii lyinp on

thprp in Hip studv for day ; you
saw yourself that thp house hasn't Iippu
!;ppl any too orderly since Mrs. I 'rove
ling has been nwny. Mill may hnve no-

li it spattered with blood after he
killed ( 'reveling and slipped it under
the tnlile cover without thinking: n man
Is usually dazed nfter a rrisis likp that
and apt to do a lot of mpnninglps
'nigs in n mechanical sort of wni a1

the records of tli" department show
You'll find there's some such simple
evplnnation of it and n for U'nverlj's
cigarette rase ! I suppose it's no use
to talk to you. though. You'll be spp-in-

niiips of diamonds wherever yon
i. ok until Mill goes to trial !"

Mi'arty's exprcsiion did not change
,is he slipped the card into hi pm kct
once more.

"I'd like to see the rest of thp pack
this camp from," Iip vouphsafed

. "Denny nnd I'll bp gpttini:
on, tliPii. sir. You'll hrar from hip if
anvthing turns up."

The ride hilPk uptown to McCartj's
rnoni was a long and tedious one and
the conversation between the two
friends of a inerelj desullnrj nature,
for I tennis was franklv s'eepj nnd Mr
Curly felt the reaction flom the

of thp chnsp. An unusual
oersiadowcd his niiliiriil

iiiiovancy of spirit and he was too
fatigued nientallv and physically to
combat it.

The escnpo of the girl, INa from be
uciitli his very hands had been had
enough, hut the stand tlio inspector had
taken in the case added ten-fol- d to the
ditlicullies before him and he could see
on wnj out. Not for n moment would
lir nccept the tlieorj of Mill's guilt, d"
spite thp circumstantial evldpncp ngaiiHt
linn : slowly and almost without con-

scious reasoning an iden hud boon form
ing in his mind cer since he stood lie
side thnt disnrdprpil supppr Initio and
nothing ho had learned since had
tended tn eradicnte it. Now with litl'e
added in support of it, it was gradu-
ally strengthening Into conviction,
albeit a Migue and still obscure one.

"I'll go on back tn the donnitorj
at the firehouse." Pennis niinoiinced as
the left the car nt last. " "l'ls loo late
lo he breaking into mj room at Molly's
for that joutigster of hers sleeps with
both the ears of him wide open fnr fear
in 'II miss something and he'd scream
fit to wake the dead. I'm on duty from
'.. ti fi again tomorrow and then off for
lvtnt four hours, so ion'11 find mo if
j on want me."

"Come mi up to m rooms instead."
McCntty invited " 'Tis al'ier .". o clock
.mil ioii'II get little enough sleep as it
is. t the sainted powers there's h

it'ht in nn windows! Thieves !"
Me hud halted in astonishment, hut

row he broke into ji run and with Pen-
nis m his heels sped tn his own sonn
The entrance door stood wide, and still
swiftl). hut with a measure of caulion,
they stole up the sinirs

Thi'io was no kej in the door lending
In Mil'art's Ihiiii: room, hut it iood
alar anil al Hie Mgni wlncii met tlieir
raze through the apcitiire .Met arlj
halted again, this tune in wnrd'ess

Wade Terbium's long, attenuated fig-

ure hi. stretched out eomfurtnblv in the
best armchair with a tattered dream
hook open and liiug face downward
across ins knee anil a siznlile neap nt
cigarette ashes in a china tray upon the
table heside him. While they stared.
a ilelicate snore Prone the silence nml
Mi Cartj's face purpled.

That rlilnii tra) had heeu his moth
er s : its rightful place was upon ine
nianlcl and tobacco had ii"ver prolnnedj
ll before ! As to the dream book its
possesion had Iipi n the one shameful

ill fas.'Iiiiitini! sicri I to Met 'nrli 's life
iihcre liad that ineildlesoine. tilth uni-
on of n gun found it. and l.ow luul he
ot III''

"Is it lioiii'ilers ion ii i uk ni':' Pen- -

ns iiiipureil inii"iTiiti) " 'Twouhl lie

ue'l for vim If .) tin Iiml as ipind holts on
jour doors ns the Mihlrrtli wnmnn had '
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