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SYNOPSIS
1d-he thief enters the pala
f':-::f""' nf l.!upmo Christopher
fing. Hr rums out again in
tly and info the handa of o detec.
ie protests he had “‘nothing

rt‘.“ with what's in deve '’
pn the floor of a room liex & man
L]

wwening clothes, fhe front of hix
irt erimann nith hlood and by his
e ¢ huge avmy revolver. The table

d far lwo. with champagne on
2,h.‘.-|ﬂ unmelted,  The (LT
wpty of human boings,  Creveling

Te assorinted

led = i d life,
wd n! one fime

gith the wealthy, n

apoken of ag “the million-a. -
:::;,lqpmnn,' Mra. Crevéling  ia
pesolute in hes effarin tn hring the

er o instice, Alegander,

"::::'; in husiness to Creveling and
acle 1 Mre. 'reveling, abjecta to
:" activity and devire o unearth
ihe myatery. The dend non ix ve.

ted ta have quarveled with owp
n'“"m'rrf!f. qu had left the houie
8 roge. There had been a robbery
of #ome jereels,  and  [len, Mrs,
(Implim:'- mald, weny ll"!'f!l’fl'd‘, Iet
",; on hail and ffﬂﬂppmrrd. “Then
ghat hecame of the jewelrp?" AMe.
far'y demanded.

AND HERE IT CONTINUES
WY DON'T know, wir. strike me pink "'
I Rolline” tone was unmistakabiy sin-
wre. None of us ean figger out what
-‘wpnul to it, but we was all glad when
e got bail,
fom Gawrl knowa!

4 peoeon 1IN asrrvice
an dig op s10.000 07"

It inn’t often that
‘an friends that

CHAPTER X1
Rirds of Different Feather

FEAVING the Creveling house, Me
Cartr for the second time that dogy
parded n south-going buk. having ax
etatned from Rollins that Me. Nieh-
s Cutter Hived on lower Fifth avenue
par Washinglon square, and as he
wde downtown he wondersd somewhnt
;,Jmﬂ_w if further mystery wore 1o greet
tim at his destination.  Never had bLe
frown A ense with so many vonflietlng
dements, sn many threads which led
ppparently nowhere. such an inextrie-
shlg tangle of taninilzing suggestions
and  false clues. Bomewhers  among
them. he knew, lav the solution to the
.ni,ml. bttt wtil! eluded him.  Waould
Cutter tuen ont 1o be as much of n
paggle ns the rest of them had heen®
The number given him proved to be
vkt of un old-fasghioned. wquare man
don of brick and brownstone situnted
upon & eorner and running back to an
pousin! depth upon the side streeet,
with n high wall hoedering the wivip
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though where it come |

e e eb——

RDS?

' “Suapense,” “Ashes to Asher,” ste.

[ixhment, as the other led him ae

| ’ ! roNs
[the hall and cercmoniously opened an
[ other door. How'eould the man Cutter
have anticipated hix coming? Wasx
sheer bravado or was Cutter informad
by the papers of the inveatigation and
the names of those in charge of it,
and prepared o give him some feotn
which would help in the solution of the
mystery ?

As he paswed over the threshold he
wan aware at first only of a rich, rubs
glow falling on rown upon rows of
i"tq'nhllel_\‘ too'sd booka which lned the
walla, tipping with geald the magnificent
hronge groups that stood here and there
|In the vast recesses of the room and
[ Rleaming roftly on  warm-hued silken
tapestries and mellow, deep-piled ruge
Inta which hisn own heaey-soled boots
sank with what aeemed to him an n|-|
most profane presanre,

He started when the butler tonched |
!I.llf arm and murmured deprecatingly
Your hat, wir,'' and relinquished
with the seme feeling with. which he
would have banded over hin favorite
binckthorn at the entrance 1o some mu
LI

Then all at onee he wae conselons
{of n tall, distinguished Agure advancing
'!n“‘ll‘d him with erect, woldierly bear-
ing, and o rich, musienl, hearty voics
| with just a hint of amused tolerance
{running through it cxelaimed:
| "1 have been awaiting yon, Mr. Me
Carty ! Tnke this chaie apd have a
felgar s T think you'|l find theke to vour
tante, "’ |

Aw though in s daze MeCarty feolt |
the geip of & woft bur vigorous hand.
Jand found himself in the depths of o
|;rr~n| chale with the best cigar he had
ever smoked between his teeth nnd keen,
| inscrutable gray eyes smiling down at
II||'u-|
| ""You'vre Mr. Nichalus Cutter, sir?'
lhn asked When he could find his voice. |
(and then ut the other's nod he added
[“You've besn waiting for me* 1 don't

. |

Lget {uu »e
“Your former colleague, or-—er
competitar, Mr. Wade Terhune, has

lalready paid me n eall and be told me
that I might expeer you shortly,' Mr,
| Cutter droppud indolently inte a chair
‘and stretehed out hin long, slim Jegs'
| luxuriously . “T'm quite ready to 1ell
vouw anything | can about our Inte friend
Fugene Creveling. ' |
. Ro Terhune had been before him and |
left that ironic wirnicg, knowing that |
it would be repented!  MeCarty stified
a profane observation nod his own hon- ‘l
cent blue eyex traveled in awift appraisat
over his companion. He xnw a man in
the late forties with a dark, lean, almost
ascetic face and hoir just graying at
the temples
cwith the cordinl but unconseiously alanf |
wir of np aristoceat and set ahout whom
thers appearsd to be an nalert tensity
nw of ane hnbitually on goard  Theree |

of rard which wseparated ite oxtopsion wenrmed o “.t'l'j\l't_l tn e hnmﬂl]l\inl
from the honse at the rear MeChpry  YORUCIS familiar about rhar sxprossion ;|
steollod paet and examined the exten- Upon whose face had lie encountered it |
gisn with curious eyex
g eonsepeators. but the walls and dome “You'll exeune me for intrading on
were formed of thick. opaque, robbled rou, sir, bt we've hardly any clues
lasy, hohind which he fancied he vould ta work on and ‘tis only through Mr
istinguish n network of strong, pro-  Ceesveling's friends and nssomates that
teoting  wires: surely.
plants in there they were of extenordi- |Carty began wt last,  “We're teving to
obey wnlue to requicre such guard. nad | fnd out what motive he ¢ .0ld have had
miust be of some spectes which needmi | fop killing himweif, ™’

no sunfight

The shades had boen ratsed ar all the
windows of the houwe, but they wepn
marked by heavy lace cinrtains. belind
which sopae darker material hong In
elose folds. nnd no sign of life appeared
atont the establivhment Mr. Terhune,”'

MeCarty moanted the broad steps | “Mp. Tearhune is n private deteetive,
which flf'l n the masgive front door e |wir: o seientifie eriminologist. he calls
sounded with a vigorous hand the brouze | himself, and o wonder he ix in some
knocker which faeed him between (Lo | yespects with his little recording ma-
wide parels Ite echo craslicd upur {ohines and such, but I'm g special de

he put the tips of hix long. slender,
tapering flogers together

“Ho% The nuthorities have come tn
the eonclusion that it was suiride? That

was not the impression [ gathiered from

Mr. Cutter’s eyebrowa went up and

bis ears 1lke the elang of o Jml gote
and promptly the door swung apen, re
vealing an ¢lileply figare in convontioanl
black. wioke faded eves blinked rapldly
0t enam of the setting sun as thouyn
untrenstomoed to itk light
Mr Nicholus Cutter
heee ™ MeCarty nuked
“Yee st The doorwas
bt the sheunken, stoop-shonldered fig
re sepmed eonmcionsly to il ir g Mo
Ceriy mndde B move to step inside
I'd like to sae him."
CEowiil wee, sie, §f e is disengoged

raex he he

The sorv DS tone wns gentle wirlh ool
fushioned  enuptesy  eather than b
Auioustiess, bt he  still blocked the
doorway  What unme, sir?"’
Timotny - MeCarey.  though  “tuil
| mean nothing to him.  Just ell him

thar T'm heve on w most important pri-
At matter.”’

Come ju, sir The man threw the
anor wider and turning led the wav
wih tattering but surprisingly  quick
fostitegm tn n second doonr ni e side
of the dim hallwey C1odo o Know
that he will be able to ses vou, bur |
‘u--lll_u;..a ¥Our mesasage.

“Thanks," MoCarty said deviy. He
- wAr getustomed to encountering elfront
Arr ineolenco and  servility fram rhe
damestic stafl in the homes of the rich,
bt the formul Jdignity of this aoelent
resines wok new to his experience

When the latter had disappeared the
Merenndsmnn glaneed wonderingly
about Wi,  The entrance hall bind bien
* dork that coming in from the glar
of the streer he had been able to make
MEoonly vaguely the outlines of epop
mous. addly shaped chairs nnd settles
And chests, the grout Breeploee nnd v
g stnirease with a heavily eapvodd
balustende, but somber as it wns e
8 gained an imprescion of spaes gl
E’f'":l\-nr of unostentations  elognnee
side which the cortly luxuriousness of
the ppe eling house sesmed tiwetey wmld
batant in eompnrison

As a by in the old eountey he il
mee been invited togethier witn wiher
tlage children 1o a memnorahle “teeat’”
RULhe vt le whieh dominated the conp
ound had steayed unbldden inin the
Erent hinll; the one through which
T ® passed would have s bareds
bororper o™ pud veor something o1
Mmosphere reealled thnt glinipee of the
Meendor of long-past feadul davs fs
nthing o'se o Amegiea had vver e
B wepsation of awed  gdmbention
Mol aver hilm

Fhe little recepnolT Foaom inte wli

{1

[

M R been yshiorsl  seemml on e
SMERTY e b almost bare, witly i
e J 1 i
weately eprved ehoirs and nlitos, b=

o nmps and the o

L DT

was wide

A love of the beantiful in all things

uty on the palice foree and one of l‘:l‘
old sehonl.  Ruleide the sesistant med-
ien! sxaminer pames it, and an a sulelde
I'm investigating the ecare.’” MeCariy's
|tone was that of ons harnesssd 1o rou-
tine. Lat thers was a speculative gleam
in *he gnze he hestowed upon his host,

Mr. Curtes shook his hend

COf conrse you Know your husiness,
Mr. MoCarty, and sour medieal ox
pert's dingnosis nugit to be eonclusive,
but isn't thers ronm for doubt? ['m
not actually insinuating that some ooy
hroke in and shot Mre, Creveling, but

have voi looked at the ease from ::ilr|

wides?™ |
“If there war room for doubt that it |
wins muieide what elne are you thjnkiuxl
of but murder, Mr, Cutter?"" MoCarty
demanded.
The other shrugged. )

1 have formed mo opinion, person
nlly I ean no more conceive of Me ’
Creveling killing himeelf than 1 can of
Lany ane winhing to take his life. ver the
fact remains that he ix rioﬁg from the
shot of o pistol firsd by his hfind ar that |
of another. 1f the authoerities are rat- |
infied that it ja n ease of suicide that
% nne slep on the way to its solution |

SYou've known Mr. Creveling n loog
time™"’
© “Sipee Ieft the university, but
only easualiy in those carlier years,
He wns having his fling in the bright
'hglm- and my tastes dreew e in o quite
pnother dirsetion s it was oniy after his
marcioge and throngh o muotual fricud
that 1 really came inta contact wlllh
Wi and discoversd that we had an in
topest o eommon  which eendered us
| romgenjal

“Apid what was that prerest,
Cutter® ! MeCarty asked quickly

he

Mr

textilos, hooke, palntings. poresinine
sevlptove. 1t had lnin dormant in him
Bt with me it wan innnte the passion |
aof n lifetime; he had ahe lll'i'l'-!lh-ll'lirr
zonl of a collecior and 1 the apprecia

thon of an hersditary poxsessor, but 1
was unturally interssied fn finding »n
kindred apirie whers T hnd least toought )
ta diseover one.  Tf you were 4 von |
nolseeiiir, Me, MeCariy, you wonldl in |
derstand what g pleasure it Was Lo ||.r~|
1o dnetenet and advise him in his hoien. |

[ 11e mide many mistakies but he s
fopening - e  wag  learning What o
ity A

CYew, sl NMoCne s agrecd grasvel
A hee wWas the mutunl  friend mnri

beonght vou® (ogether?” |

| e Danglny Waverly .
Gl MeCurty ojarulated .\;1-1|
whnt von eall g eonnaiskear. Tan?
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THE GUMPS—A Peep Behind the Scenes

By Sidney

o mnn who bore himwelf | The Y

1t rewembleg | before? |

it thers were wo enan lope to get o line on him."" Me- |

| —

wred onlynet, upon the brond top of , Mr Cutter smiled  with

A doae v of wasipnl vl wwih e gnmseimen!
N8 Lle stomd i solitary stite,  Tropnis | “*Yaon hoave nleeady mterviewed him
" Ordnn’s emmfartably  winericd  sisier B e N e, Waverls bl g'""*!
pabvewis the anly womnn shon Me- Departsman and o vapital fellnw. but he |
DRV mdmined o his freiendalibp and er—aitigues. Thow

Mot el owins v lme e
TP of eliverli] o taste s ojee e
A lew dollnes pol e would have had
Bt roome tooltiog ke somin iping thie
AR mien ot va be lived i, o ver I ol
M afe obenr G, ome eha, ool e
il wor hinse o ey itis

Mt Hal oo 1
ATETe i comtained wos wellon
thnt e of  thew

Aot - toaking hool  geavisl
e nalpees ol etngrrors long dewdd, and
L"M heh hipdd g yinip bl

Vil o hieendn i
{[TE i
ih prme

ha ke 1h

T

biiwtonry whieh

e rivaled g Arabian Nighis of th
tinuacknney e wonll hive Deen i
_-l-hl'rht't[ Bt it would bhave mnde o

nrrenee in bils peesomnl oplaion
LT 1 T revint bl s
on e with o' vertadn delinpte-
y ol geviure wlibeh pde him hoshots
PPropen AF moed listen, but he il oo

i lovsial o

Mg o wa Mnost Yinmedingely 1h
SR peappaeeod gl this thin ’
PR ipow the visipor

Me Cutter s Bien expoeting you
I, Come (hijs o ny. "'

Moty

Ly followed, dumb with aston

s no dnterest in . :
I fene we are wisting your vali

:I:I‘ill' Vi A | osald, T ennuot conceive
whe Mp. Creveling should have Kalled
| Himself nploss s

| o nloss what? Mot arty  leansd
farwnrd nned hix testh elwmoed e lis
vign!

o wpks gong Lo any, tinless o hinel
witilden s tuken  leave of lis sonres
Mr. Cuatier replied, surring nnenasil
lam bis whinly 1 waoul] oot have SUR

| gostedd Bowe @ possibiliey . ot pow thal

'Y have peemitted myse £ this inibesers
thoe 1 ogiest 1ell you guite ri'..iluill thnt |
W ey R peeisions of tnie Me, Crove
Mg e seemend Lo be ruthrer- ¢r- peey
it Sof owanetly  devationnl hut  he
s It g tost vonbeol of lihmisel P oy

coperest teifles, worked  himsell ap
win i state of ungoyernable fury he
wuse of woane wimall Annoyanee of ihif

|
|
ponee of opindon ot whivh e would
| lnaghed o year wgo. )
ifference of opinion” MeCany
'Mu-ul---l AWt whom, Mr, Cutrer?

CONTINUED TOMORROW
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WHAT ARE You :\S_’ ‘TAKE‘(‘T:-I:; .. i, SUER AP > /=
7 4 EVER WAPPENED “TO ;
PoNG ? POWN MVYRELF - \ . TWAT PICTURE 1Y 4 0
MERR! DONY e g:w mc;mue ; _; WOoULp JUSY BREAK o ; =
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SOMEBODY’S STENOG—Perfectly Hygienic : : : : Fomyrighy. 1941, by ‘Pudiie® Letawr Co By Hay
17 CAMILLE - RUA GEE - MOMMER ~ WH'y DO YOU GUARANTEE YES LADY ~AAND WE GUARANTEE - AOW - THATS A AlICE

ouT

SOME. EGGS FOR
BREAKFAST - I
FORGOT THEM

AN' GET ME. THESE

STRICTLY FRESHT

EGGs ARE

YESTERDAY !

KEPT IN SE
NGS.

THEY HAVE AlOT BEEAI TOUCHED
BY HUMAN HAANDS IN THE

PROCE 5SS OF MAMNUFACTURE
AND SINCE THEY WERE MADE
THEIR CONTEANTS HAVE BEEA
ED AIR-TIGHT

SAFE PLACE To DEaL!
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oung Lady Across the Way

'l"l_f.E TERRIBLE-TEMPERED MR. BANG

By FONTAINE FOX

SCHOOL DAYS

By DWIG
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THE WOMAN IN THE FLAT ABOVE
PUT A RUG ON THE WINDOW SiLb
1o BEAT IT AND ALl THE
DUST AND DIRT CAME

RIGHT DOWN INTO

<<

~)

-

7y

Wi anked

et Wi

pentathlon and sne said she didn't
believe there ever wus a girl that
didn't look betier in skires

PETEY —Inside Stuff

the young lady neroxs .

what she 1oought of the
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L. B WILD WomMAN

By €. A, Yoight

—~THAT GUY NEYT

Dooe Lt HAVE TO

BEGIN SPEWDING

MoneY To FEED)--

iy CHucKEMyA -

FROM oW S =
Ol —

|
: —(-A CHICKEN
\wiLL HAVE To
USE DYuwAWMITE
To CET (N HERE

\WHEN 'M

' J_L IF | | l P ) 1 - -

OH, IMS

o Y

SOWRY UNCLE

UL

* ST E\PETEY-1 DIDNT

s Wi0us Nou HAD /
g /

THW PLauTED/

widot THE CLANCY KIDS—Timmie’s Up Against It

HEY.YOU! wHATS
YA NAME
IT. Too!'

| BT

HIDEMYBALL
B

IM A TOCGH GuY-
JAM! [KNOCKED OUT
EVERYGUY IEVER
IFOUGHT AND ALl
@E(‘A!.?t’ 1GOT SUCH

AWICKEPRIGHT
JAR,

Tauiex A_U_Qflfa

- .
TIMMIE &~
TIMMIE CLANCY|
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By Percy L. Crosby
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|FRIENDS NOTHIN -
ILCBUST YU IN
 TwoO IF | EVER
o)

—

CATCH YA AROU
HERE ACAaIN'"’

|

’*,Jurs g€ |
‘? FRIFNDS -
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