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HOW MANY CARDS?
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Author of

SYNOPSIS | bread crumbled, it looks ns though he

saundaman Timathy AMeCarty, _'lliuh‘l have known what was comin
e R had retived from the !0 him, or feared it, anyway, We'l
f"ry”"lr":uf vea a fignre whose f!fl;f had | find out what enemies lie had——-»""
Lm---'. "'”’,‘_W,, W fo him im the old | -}Ilt"' arty shook hix hend,
o ”f'ﬁbﬂ'f of an underaized, narrow- I don't think wn, sir.," he said

gay! an ieha disappenred into a
mmr’lllf r":-:u'f- wee, bt ifrr swapect re-
o mmm.r.':- and {n much prrl'n.rhm
lfﬂl‘ IIH',M'” ju.‘i”frf up by MoCurty
fom, dis inupeence and

anietly. 1 think it was his visitor who
kAt in that chair. Mr, Croveling waw
host and all the sereants were gone un-
lens they'pe Iving muedered upstaies, wo
be must haye walted on the

& irafesln : ol ol
"rn‘x ("“rr.{nr he kad “wothing fo t."{" solf, and you goe the wine cooler = right
'I'Tr,‘ﬂ ;rfm.'-l in dere! Clancy, : ‘.ll?""' "N to the other chair. 1 found
.r.rl oliceman on the beat, appears 8t | this yewr it on the foor.**

:;::- l,"m-rrir'*' and demands '::n:r: He produced the beoken bit of
ol ee heen trying 80 OO0 | puber and

e inspector werutinized it

"’i"ﬂr{'}::},, what he did da i there,

owt of S We'll take him along Y
”5,&}‘{;‘ rm::r'“'f'.'tnﬂ‘w declared briefly, mix!'tn" ;:f dn cigaretto holder, oh? A
* D ERE NTINUE! pio plender one, too, by the curve
AND HERE IT rns'rl!\l.r.f"“ll of this feagment. 1t looks as though a
FIER some search they loeated & jady—
desk telephone on the writing table’ He paused an McCarty picked up the
II | heneath ball-ghaped bronze [ broken cigarctte from the table” ang
n.-mﬂ-l:l and the policeman ealled up | silently handed it 1o A Wk B
mmraiq;-‘t wtation housa nnd hod the [little thicker than a straw and bore in
pis Pretion of knowing that the message | tiny wquare pold letters the initials
:i: :r'hn'l'*i to the borough hendgunr- | Q, ¢,

carcfully,

/
[

n

“They'ro the snme as on the platinum
cage In the waisteoat porket of the dead
man in the other room there,"" Me-
l'ur!_l: remarked at lengtl,

‘U've my opinion of n fellow that
would eall n thing ke that a kmoke,
but no matter, rﬂfl you take a good
loak at the supper table, aip®"

“'No dope there, hovond what you
pointed out."  Tnspector Drust  had
turned awny. “Lot's hinve n look up-
stnirs hefore the rest RO 1o jb."

P sig entirely for them to
aet. 1.‘;.‘«.-!1.1':”! MeCarty contempt -
et the other had hung up the

S oput “1 :-u!ltﬂlrounslhint&-tv‘

4l headquarters anc

h" l:‘,ggm{[rg:l_\t-hn myq old frlend, In-
en‘;nr Druet, might be there and eould
appen along up here befors the |um.-
h::; from the bushes have n chiance
o ball up the game. It's highly irregu-
ar, but 1'm anly n private citizen now,

« Wandle,”
ously w

ceiver.

. unele— ; fut he was too | ¢

o of my uncle—mny God rest I 0 Inte, for even ux he
7 “l;.ma.lnn.i I'm free to do as T |xpoke the door of the next room opened
| ;:”"'.. and heavy footsteps could be lmar:l

crowsing the rotunda and mounting the
broad stairs Like conspirators, the
inspector and MeCarty wayited until they
died nway in the regions nbove,

“I wonder now what they did with
the young erook | enught climbing out
of the window ¥'" MeCarty querled aloud
to himself,

"What's that 2
manded,

DBriefly, MeCarty recounted the events
of the night and when he had con-
ciuded his compunion started for the
door lending into the hall anee more.

“We'll have a look at the body and
then join the rest upstairs, This is a
headquarters job all right, Mac, and
I'm going to take chorge,'

“I thought you wounld, sir.'' Me-
Carty heaved o sigh of satisfaction not

nepector Deusp, sented at his
:;nin]gh, hamieide butean, there pres
atly eame over the wire a woell-known
oiee, husky with {ll-Fuppressed excite-
m:{n you old sconndrel ' he ex-
rui;nsd in nffectionnte banter, “‘Where
have vou heen keeping yourself, n'n.t!
bat are vou doing this time of night >
“I'm mixing in high soelety, sir.
feCarty's tones were cautious,
“I'm in n grand private house up on
he avenue, facing the park, just above
ho third side entrance—of the park,
mean, sir—and there'll be quite n
ittle party here wxoon, I'm thinking,
faghe you'd like to get in a little
head—""' )
“What is it? Where are yon?'"' The

Ynspector Druet de-

pypector’s own  tones  had  ervisped. |unmixed with envy, At lenst you'll
‘Mae, have rou tumbled headforemost |not have Terhune with hix seientifie
nto atother—- ' stunts nnd  mechanieal  mind-readers
T the house of Mr. Fugene | butting in on the cnse,*

“How about vou voursslf** The in-
apector halted and bent n quizzienl gage
upon his eompanion. “‘Going tn quit
befare the end of the first round?'*

“Ouit?' MeCarty Hushed, **Well
you know, elr, that I'm not in it exespt
maybe to testify against the lud for

Nreveling, sir; him they used to ecall
Million-a-month.  Jim Claney is here
pith me nnd n young rrook we |'n|1pm|
v the way, but none of the family
pema to be at home exeept himself,
nd we found him with n bullet in his
hegrt from an army gun.''

“I'll be with you,'" the inspector|breaking and entering, I've nothing
ald briefly und  the two recejvers| to ‘l"_""Tf|5 the murder nor the solving
leked it tinison, of it.

“But you're itching for n chanee,
aren’t you, vou old seout?' The other
smiled.  “'I'll swear you in as a special
officer tomorrow, just as I did on the
Inst ecase you got yourself mixed up in
sinee you left the foree,  Come on,
now,""

Mef'arty's exrs shone and lie squared
hix masgive ghoulders with proud ela-
tion na they entered the room where the
master of the hanee Iny, e wos ofhi-
cinlly nt work oagnin, and the inhuabi-
tants of the installment plan suburbun
eolony in which he had invested his
envings and from which he drew his
modest revenue might run the place to
wuit themselves until the case was fin-
ished. He was back jn the old game!

When they opened the door of the
study they found that its only occu-
pants wore the dead man and the
wretched yonth who still eringed in his
chair, to one nrm of whieh he had now
heen secnrely handeuffed, At sight of
the inspector's faece he uttered n sharp
ejnculntion and cowered further down.

U1t wonld never have been known
yotil heaven knows when if you hadn't
abbed this bird here.'" Clancy spoke
th reluctant  but Irrepreasible hon-
ty. 'y the keys of Saint Peter,
Mace, you've pulled off more stunts sinen
rou left the force than when you were
pn it! First that glrl who was flung
ut the window of the Glamorgan and
hen the nther one that was strangled
p the erime museym—-—=
“"Twas Terhune, the great scientific
etective, that got nt the truth in the
rat case and the inspector himsolf who
Jid the work in the other,'’ MeCarty
marked with dignity, “I just pokeil
mround like the old has-been 1 am,
But there romes the bus from the bor-
pugh hendaquarters, and you'll be doing
pme a favor, Claney, if you'll just forgot
I'm here until you're nasked to tell what
Fou know of it all. I'd like to sOO0pH
rounid o hit on my ewn aceount till
be Ingpector gets here.*!

“"How do wo know it fsn’t sujelde.

pyway ¥ demanded Claney, as the CWell,  well!™  Inspector  Druet
Intter of the police gong grew louder | senrehed his ecountenance keenly, ‘Tt
n.H}»‘ uir and his companion made for [ geems to me we've met before, my
oA, friend,""
“Decause thers are no powder marks “No, gir! Youse got me wrong—-»!"*

hat 1

gw. " MeCarty  roplicd  sue- “Have 1% We've got you mugged
If he'd held thnt eannon | down at headquarters; T never forget
his  brenst il firesd it thela face, Have you done time? What's

e

vonr name? Npeak up!

“Joa Bodaneky."' the youth mut-
tered sullenly. T did one streteh in
de reformitory "cause de gang T trav-
alod wit' swiped some lead pipe, bul 1
didn't liave nottin' to do wit’ it! Dis
is de foist toime—-"'

rowoitll hnve bhoon sprinkled all
he front of him,*'

As the untomohile from the horangh
pradquacters drow up before the ilaor
teCarty dodged intn the room next to
the study. It proved to ho a breakfast

poom, and the ex-raundsman whistlm]
iftly tn |

b iinsell ax ho cantionsly elogm “Neger mind: thought T had you
hn .rf.n.-_[ nfter tinding ani turning on | right I'll get vour story downtown
* wall switeh, which made the single | later.""  Tuspeetor Druet turned (o Meo-

bow light avep the
i

table burst into a| Curty and indicated the body., “Is this
| the way it wns when yon saw it first,

W owes daid for twa and the | Mae®?" )

bosupper were spread upon “Yer, 1 wnx the third one to sen

in empty quart champagoe | it ns far ax we know: Joe, here, whn

doupon the floor wnd o seeond | first, then Claney and then me. 1t don't

] 4 In the cooler, in the hot- | look ns if those flatfect upstairs had
i of which a small quantity of jee | disturbed it any m--'\rt that the gun
Hl remmined ynmelted, was lving nenarer to the hand, almost

tonching the fingers—thiz way.""

AleCarty stooped and moved the posl-
tion of the pistol a trifle,

e sure got his with a vengeance,
didn't he?'" the inspoctar remarked,
one plate was senpreslv A quick gleam of light came into
T IMeCarts's own eves,
I “Maxbe  he alid,

ol
!-ﬂr,.»l-l“-ru aoriis to have heen o hit of
wtruggle here: Inok, Mae"' The inspee-
tor spoke suddenly.

The strip of tapestry which Iny along
the contor of the refectory  tuble  had
bisen g lled wwey at the end near which
the moan had fllen nnd it was evident

Fr\ 4 1-:-m\-.q knit at the sight of
it lndlely I"llu'-l’ out his wateh,

i JHarter to 3 " he muttered, then
”nu& Heattention to the table jt-
The Tl Hpnn

ouchedl by
tore

| obread eriimbs were sent
M":-lrlllhn-':'r It and the wine glnss
o it ' the other hand, the
WP liad boen olepnm) suve for
“half noreall Ipy hoside it nno
= half full of depd el
YHEORE ool was nn a4l ll‘n\'|
; Stnb af 0 clenrerre anel
winkel but  broken in twn
" Oenter of the tahle

sir," he vourh-

-.|r|.r|.-‘ b5 turuing awny when pl- | that ouly the heavy lamp which stond
firsy ;"""It’l“ the Lieavy pile of the wpon it had prevented it from belug
n Tnentl)

: the end of the n'InHi'l
chunipagne
E his pvn

P from 1)p

pwept to the floor, but there were no
othor signs of disorder in the room.

U iyes, e MeCarty ngreed some-
“He wouldn't have

-u.f:..- hurlet  some
It was n broken

monthplecs of |

L wlint donhtfully,

Mhameleasly He vieked it up and [ hnd time to catch nt it in falling, after
The wuls ,_“'I'.I oin s pockoer, Lttt #hot hit him, but maybe whoever
BF e 11ie r l-_I'Tr'rlm: of 0 sevanid mo it owas il it might have twisted thdt

Brentifn .‘___""_ AT And he left the | table eover in rage or l‘x_l:illnr‘nl before
19 rotumidn I.T1I|. ande hureying  peross thes fived und killed him. "™

“"ilb-u"..r Firy NE npen the liogup danr | AWl yon think Creveling wns Thlﬂ
PP ™M Wik dose cuding  the | gart of man to stand calinly and wait

Ui ) = [ without raising a hond to defend him-
mn, i MeCarty

|
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THE GUMPS—Andy! Aren’t You Ashamed?

| WONDER WHATS
BECOME OF YWAY
REAL OLD MAN
THAYT USED To PLAY

THE HAND ORGAN
ON _YHE CORNER

TMEY
Nim Y ESTER DAY

=

-~

GO0OD GRALIOLS!
1Y THE POOR
MAN DEAD?

YES—

THAT'S wHyY
THEY
BURIED MIM

|

MIPRE Ty sty oot urged | pelf while his guest warked hin own

oo g |.'“.|.. Flie men are Lere from ' perve up to the point '.'.‘. mutder?
bolding o oy I 't’”"'f‘“ and  they  gre  The inspector shrugeed.  “Come along,
heew Ny g .:'r-l:-.]w“i"" in the voom | Jet's go up and see what the others huve

LTI [ g wia Killed—if found out.”’

1 bl 1 ',".'" himself ' | The pateol wagon clattered up to the
brenk fis ;“"'”""" superior intoe the | sptennee at that morient and Joe To.
bl Mund pointed to the | danky, obviously relieved to he re

"Whereyor t moved  from the “"T"””““',“1""1"." of
0 the ity 1o SCTYANES and the pest | the dead man, even in w0 grim snd for
eyl '”'I[“‘__""‘l-'l"_ BOL to. thore wys tawe | hidding n vehicle, was consigned to the
BU Wio, e g ]“|I|.-h”“ tonight, ns vou | eure of Its "m"““l" o th -
Eeted nud sy of them wius von ‘ After it 1illl|lf-‘l'“!’|“ A l“ l”"l_'l;‘ n:
pothiie 1y |..\\|I1|I|I r”“- Interested o [and hix .fn“j}!," l-Ili'lm‘“.] % !1"]“‘ n"'f[
000 i hht WE wine, hut ate a | nanted the .TI'I.H -rfmu.\.- .I U T
Upted fiip, | 1" gl womething inter {nl the top by Cloney and two detec.
Bin Clgnrire., o ore B finistio stmokipg |+ ves from the borough  headquarters.
hew by '|;-||'!I”"]- I ho left yhe room | The latier were none tao pleased lnl
thor w ith |-.- ) take |t with him The Hmil nn |“_-.pr‘rrur.' from the centeal office
onliln't g I;_"""[‘I‘r ANEEY o wegpeq , | alrendy on the Jab, Iln:l ;}n‘_\' run?n‘nutml
”1;.""”' . |u-{"|"l :I:-'all' ::: beead, deanl ||,..11,-1 .;l::g:-:‘nr. with what diplomaey they
ok " = I W ol s .
iy I""I-il-. .|:-.I|.,-..|-.. fh b iitlllrrlﬁl.ml:.t. “Nothing dolng up here, inspector,”
m tle e o of them js Iving den | the senior of the  twaln nonounesd,
onE, Y| I_"""“ wil the Gthpe e CWe've Iooked inoevery hale and ror
Bt WS the answ OF, i Ji'y | mer to the very roof anil !hm'p. inn't |

) 7| woul nbaont, lll\'m;: Iut' lh-mlI Nothing's
wen disturbed, either, and exvept for
l'h|-‘\l.|,i:‘||,vlll|l“:ri 1 t“ "]'.'1' thees of the sevvants" ronme ji |

VIE fispoetas I w Wirp dorsn’t seem i if any --_f them Iu.nl bheen

Rppranched thp geple oeeupled for wome thme, not even the

R0 i) thought ful] " mastor's own #purtments
I areany of nily down Hron Mo, here, wd Towlll just Liave
‘ ' vl PUTY] B 1o n 1 . I [} Hnave n
l.llii uver gl ook l[:'nn“lll_ HNnyway, II|||'f Jon You anel

(LY

S dind Cluney holow, Pote,”" Tuspee
tor Deaet vesponded,  The  eommis
sloner s put e o chavge, but 1 may

e getting 1o b e in

S 1
* el win
MAC, bt o 1 vy

‘\'ﬂtll‘
deduetinns,

I'ea vlght I thi ik, :
ey [ Creyel} : tas. " hie ab- nevd you both.™
. ‘ling s here bes I >

[ 5 aluost Fodln B+

untouched sud the

CONTINUED TOMORROW

an

Copyrieh

1021

e Pubtie

Tadger

Aow WHY GET ALL Rosy,
Boss T “You'LL GET YOUR
BRAINS DOIN A SHiMMY.
L SIMPLY HAve To Go
OFF TODAY. AAARY

DoOODLE CAN PINCH

1'GoT “S TWICE THAT TIME !
IM GETTIN CLEVER! 1'GoT
Two BiTs Savs 1 WIN BY A
K.O. |F SOMEBUDY DOAT
SToP THE BOUT !

[ —————

ER -~ MI5S DOODLE — IA
THAT LETTER 1 GAVE
You = JusT LEAVE OUT
THE LAST PARAGRAPH .

The Terrible-Tempered Mr. Rang Destroys His Own Evidence -:- Ry Fontaine Fox

THiS RECORD THEY
BoRROWED YESTERPAY
THEY BROVGHT
BAcK CRACKED

" .

THANK
neaven!

The young lady across the way
#ays she can't remember who it was
that first called England Perfidious
Albino,

By DWIe;

Swe's een vp 3wice Sebe
TS SMORAIN —— STEADTS A I!{nm.
Gosn BinG, BUT ™M nwm.
Go overn To e wopse A .
GT HE Suw-u?m EAT, .
WLk vyou , ReED
) L HeuD 'ER Fom e
How, TAT'S raTun e QL::‘ Yous S
Ted "ea B )\ wour LSTER. Dow- \
Q
AT HIGHT =~ r . ;
l l [T -
How DenT Ala
Pyl /
9 e CanT FULIT
2 Ty B A [ FY. 1
- . . '
. W i
] . 's d 8
_— b
< ‘;:.-a;l 37 8 A
. '_‘:a
. U\ £ \ ’
TN % i 1
"é :

- OOH, LISTEN PETEY DEAR -
—THEY RE PravinG THE
CRrRIPPLE'S DELICHT" ON THA
PHONOGRAPH DOWN.STAIRS =
~LETS TRY THAT NEw TODOLE

= | COULD

JUsT DI
TODDLING

I

By C. A. Voight

AN ght—

OH~THE MEAN

THINGS —THEY ve |

TURNED IT OFF')J
—-—-1_,!

i

|--..||’

o
|

THE CLANCY KIDS—However, Timmie [sn't Averse to Hav ing Ice Cream Out o

(M NOT Going T0 2
YOUR PARTY THIS
AF TERNOON

-J You WEQCN'TE
IAINVITED!.'

T

: By Percy L. Crosbhy

THATS wHYy
IM NOT GOING

4

1’ |




