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LADYFINGERS
By JACKSON GREGORY
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""""."llrne them Hiop lx months
,hfm, '"X b ltK " e time
" '", J,Z' the look of worry lind

b5b'V ' ww. In the little
'n' T.,1 mnVo pood. Ami fortune

,hlcSh.,kln into n smile of rImI
"" iT hnil mW n lyric for IB:"P'rjd h nnd n third. All
to.Hff.'.., Ami he had mndc

. i. iVkworlli bffinn t bonst of
pine with the Lock- -

M.rtli pnrrr. " wlP n p0,Mn,n V1'
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. he helped with the
'!"' .Ini When the linliy came, a

'nronH lr n'fJ Uo,bpr!' ,,,ere
undernurse In the

tB rflhfiil of Or. .IclTcrRon I.ee
ftallo ""l.Itobert. Sr.. had money

"A' '.?' anything else In the world
Jfsrr'''nnlconccllc,lft;,t,V,,i";
T..iiiIv Imppy ns ft ynS
J ' it I,. The
footed hrr ImpplnfM n very until-1.- 1

thing; Uobert vrtn delirious with It.
Enid " riKht: that was the first
thing of which he demanded to be an-- u

red a infinite number of times. And
the bnby! At fust he was over-I- d

juKt to he informed that it was a
normal bfib.v in nil respects. Ood alone

to,ff, nlmt nntlripatory (cars the
loucg father is subject to.
'

Mo for them life now entered n new
nw Itobert's keen eyes made out
hat Knld was ns beautiful as ever.

reoro knntiful. In sober fact ; that the
r0. entne back to her riicclw and
the laughter to her eyes ; that In no
,!rnd fashion had she grown older in
a dnr that she began to look younger ;

.hm'ilip nurse suspected she was only
,etentccn

irtinlfl Ilond cal cd to sco them.
'I'hi., like the matter of the mortgage,
n". to reinnln sub rota. Ho sat and
looked nt Knld and the baby and for n
long, long while said nothing. He
'u!t marveled. He asked in n hesitant
fjfhloii to be allowed to hold It a mo-

ment. He wrung Robert's hand hard
j ho went nway.

"You ought to be mighty lmppy, he
Hid.

"I nm." said Tlobert.
The important, lilgh-mlari- nnd

efficient nurse was a mere mort-

al She burned her linger one day nnd
.aid "Damn!" This in the presence
of the baby, ho turned speculative eyes
upon her. The baby was two weeks
Did. Itobert railed the nurse into the
nut room. With dignified nnd

severity he rnutioned her
jjiinst allowing such n tiling to occur
min. One could not be too careful
of the impressions made upon children
it early nges.

Robert Ktlis. Senior, was editor-in-chi-

of the I.ockworth Independent.
Enid hnd to be cnreftil nowndnys not to
freak in terms of praise of anything
under the sun which she did not want
immediately bought nnd R'nt home to
her. She had now gone out of the
house and down the footpath through
the woods to meet her husband who
ni.i coming home early today.

He held out ids arms to Iter an lie
fimc through the trees, his eyes boor-ii-

his smile boyish, his hair rumpled
si he swept off his hat in greeting. She
waited for lilm, her smile tender and
glad. When lie put his arms about her

little thrill ran through her whole
body, nn answering thrill through his.

Dr Jefferson Lee Hullock had
brought ltobrrt Kills. Junior, into the
world. The old fellow had ndored Enid
since the day he had brought her, too,
into this life. Also he bad come to
hare a great likini? for the erstwhile
Udyfingers himself, for certain very
dflnlte reasons: t lie boy was likable
and the old doctor's heart was a wide-ope- n

place of welcome for new loves;
Robert's little lyrics appealed mightily
to a seiitimcntnl old hart; and finally,
here was another instance of old Hnchcl
Metheril's persecution. So, curling his
mustaches fiercely, nnd chinking the
metallic substances in his pocket, he
went straight to the IJIg House and
reeking on his high heels nnd small toes,
te burst forth into denunciation of its
mistress anil her ways.

"It's a tlanmcd shame, madam!" lie
ihouted at her "What'H that boy ever

one to you that you should treat him
1 wouldn't treat a cursed yellow

dog'' What hns that sweet little girl
'lone, that you should hound her as
son re done?

''And that baby of theirs, a year old
join), ami jq.j haven't so much ns

id o os on ii. Judas Tricst, madam!
h.f. nnmel Stetberil, I'm ashamed

f you.
Itsciifl Stetberil. speechless f,o far

Wore his unexpected gust of words.
fpcd at uim an pounded her old
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stlek on the floor dnnqcrmi'd.v near lis
i ora ruin bonk nt him:

"Hold your tnneiic. von old font!
x.. .1...- .- ... -- . r ... . . :. . i .in i..-- m sihiiii up neiorc mc uim Miming glndnes!".

"I lo'.e'nn "Trlril tl.e M ,, I
;;V,,U ,m,s,,,, tl..-- - beg,....wlKft ,' !p i'1fll llrk her short

KWW .."-- .? "SI W nSni KS. ' .WJ'i,;;hw ;zti v.t'.jl1! j. '. .i than
urlouslv
"wi vo thr beard of a brigand, the

eyes of n wolf," fhe said queerly, "and
underneath you have the heart of n
mooning old turtle-dov- You nrn a
meddlesome, nose-pokin- g old busybody
nnd Oil, come on, can't' you"?
(!omc on,"

She snatched at his sleeve, pounded
the lloor with her stick, nnd dragged
him to the door. Outside young Ucc-ro- n

wnv holding the carriage team in
restive chock. Carter stepped to his
mistress' elbow; the marveling colonel
followed her; young Heeson gnvo the
horses their head and they were off.
Hut where? wondered tlio colonel. He
did not dare hope.

At tha edge of a wood young lSecson
stopped. Ha nppearcd to know the ex-
act spot, though to the colonel's star-
ing eyes there was nothing to mnrk it.
Down climbed Itnchel Hlethrrll, the
dazed colonel following. Never a
Iioiisr in sight.

She led the way, back from the road,
through n meadow, up gentle, brushy,
slope. There was a tiny trail under
foot.

'T mads it." said the old woman
colorlessly, her hand on his arm. "It
is the path of weary old feet, colonel."

When they came to the crest of the
knoll the nalli ended abruptly In a
clump of bushes. Which was n stupid
thing for u pnth to do, argued the
colonel, since plainly trails should lead
somcMheic nnd this one led nowhere.
Hut Itarhcl Stellieril'H hand, trembling
Just n little, parted the bushes so that
they could look forth. And what they
saw was the porch of the little house In
which lived Itobert and Enid nnd the
bnby. n porch, flooded with sunshine.

"Kvcry dny," whispered the old
woman, "shu comes outside. She
brings the bnby. She puts It down on a
quilt and watches it. It can crawl,
colont-1-. I am afraid she Is going to
let it walk before its little legs are
strong enough.

"My Clod!" whispered the colonel.
"You have com" this close, you have
made a path as far ns this, nnd you
have never gone to them?"

"Would they take me in? Would
they drhu me away? After all that I

have done against them, would they
take mo in?"

The old colonel trumpeted mightily
into his handkerchief.

She looked up at him with eyes sud-
denly hungry and wistful.

"They'd take the devil himself in,",
he grunted indistinctly. "If ho came ns
jou do. Those two. why good God.
Itnchel Stetberil, they've hearts of;
gold!"

He broke a sudden way through the
bushes and he nnd she, ride by side,
arm In arm, went through, innkiiu a
fresh end to nn old path so that nt last
It led somewhere. Ah they sot foot on
the porch, Itobert nnd Enid en me out of
the cottage. Enid with the baby on her
arm, Kobert carrying the quilt. AVhcn
they saw her they stopped and stared.

"flrandmn!" cried Itobert.
Enid was speechless, Hut it was to

Enid's face that the hungry eyes went,
it wns Enid's soul they sought to read.
It was to Enid that at last ltachcl
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8tlt.rll spoke, prying out in n voire
tvlilcli Iinil never been which
nnd never foiiglit so valluntlv to hide nn
emotion !

"(Hi. know when I'm lieat"r. '. An I
I in lienten now. Knr tin. flrt time u
my wicked old life. I'm n
M'lfiHh. old woman
nnrt I know it ns well ns you do."

linld's eyeH were Hooded wllli under- -
aiming, with nnd witi.
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fercd so." Her voice broke u little; the
yearning crew in her eves which at
last had gone to the babv's face. have
paid, paid, paid; and over. In
loneliness j in n loveless, barren life.
Itobert was rlsht when he said that
Holly paid, that Ambrose paid; that
Haitdon paid: he rlfht lie
himself paid, and like a gentleman.

i paid. And now. will vim take
in with you? Or," and again her old
ynicp nnrticneil anil she threw her
ucnu wnn a sort oi defiance intiniteiy
sad, "will you slap my ugly old fno'i
and tell me to go?" tier nervousness
she rapped ns of with her stick.

; which is It?"
Eor the moment they were beyond the

words. Hut even so Enid knew
wlint to do. Sim came forward quickly,
her eyes wet but smiling, and into the
old empty arms of Itnchel Stetberil she
put her baby. Eor an instant the old
woman was she felt that her

fnce would make
the baby cry. Hut when the baby, who
was too young to read the
harsh lines and not old enough to fail
to rend the heart, laughed, it was
Itnchel Stetberil herself who cried.

(THE END)
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: LET US

iif"
Paper Dockm

MelllnK Tube

EDWINJ.SCHOETTLECa
5J3N. llthSt. rhlUdeifMa

WIRE YOUR HOUSE
ClTlclent, Courteous Workmen

Prompt Servict Pri'r Reatonablt

KYLE BROTHERS CO.
1430 No. 17th Street

I'lionet I'nplur ""

DEAF
Ilum1r'd ir now able to enjfljr,
thout effort, nn ordlnsry eoner

fin tin i by uelriK the

W.B.&E."GEM" EAR PHONE
fn eirmll to be eeirrely nollesd.

jft very powerful, Call nt our Audi-
tory Department and tent It In private.
Arrnme for n. y trial.
Williams, Brown & Enrle, Inc.

The Kit Kod Optlelana
918 Chestnut Street

Send for booUI't "B" on restored
hearing.

Special
Auto Tag
Service

Automobile License Tags
in Less Than 24 Hours

"Hour Way the Sure Way"

Ask Your Notary- - for This Service

Bassett & Oliver
673 N. 15th St.

Hell Phone, Poplar 227

PHILADELPHIA

ml W
DE LUXRrlw

"Paint for Permanency"

Spring Painting
We ilo painting; and decorating
fir particular people. Why not
taKe ndvantugc of absolutely purej
mnterluls and Aral-cla- work-
manship7
Our estimators are ao near a
jour phone.

TORR-WILUAM- S COMPANY, INC.
Painting and Decorating
2007 Market Street

ne.' Phone Spruce 7033 Philadelphia, Ps.

POULTRY AND SUPPLIES

ralthiiUViKororar
TAW HtW

Hatched in Philadelphia
Kirry "Orchard Strain" thick la nr.

iIiumI In our ovrn lnrite Hatchery the only
' nluut of lu kind In l'lilladtlphla established

lii ear.
10'V of our ciiHtomer call here perionally

for their chlcka. rllmluallnc all ehlpplnr
rlki they know It U real economy to boy
"CHICKS THAT HI1.I. MVK."

(lur llluntratrd literature iltlnr mmnM.
j information lll bo mulled free on request.

Orchard Poultry Farms
" ll.flPeXvr Un Jtlw In - llt:i9fi0 Filhert Street. Philadelphia, Pa.
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STEAMSHIP TICKETS
1 Let Us Arrange

Your Trip
lj$. imlci.il Krnte. l l,lne,

I Hxccptional Facilities
1 Telephone Writeor
ni . .......,g blvaniship& Travel Dent, L

1 rmmTii orr'r,M ruuivin oiuu.c.1 .'
S INA11U1XAL 15ANH
g 143 South 4th SL. Phila.
' iwitu'iirnniiuiiirniiir.nmiiniriiimMViinniiui.ii.iiiiuiu.r

mouw.wiimw'iiwiiiii3'ir.'H, ji naaumwrnwaO' '

18
im&m

mu
ikfmimmau

HI

' I

m
R
.

4

1
iel

t

i

V-- .

' a;


