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duck witch!" said

"iiooii morning"Ill " .,!.! T.. .!.... ... . .
1,1 B..r.u'" id Jtnoiiel Htetli.

i'ninR !vo ,mcl t,' mof,t lcllshtfuj
ili&si atetberll hod comu up tb

Li

nialit of utonc Mcv from the Kordeti
With n Miirlghtly nlncrtty Vilch nt oili'O
fnixclnttteil nnd Miniizotl her RtTiit-Ki'iin-

lilece. For while tlic old wouinn Hccnicd
to look ten jcarH oldct' for each year
(lint jiiikhciI, until now nhc wns the vlnl-bi- n

liclHiitillleiitlnii of decrepit old iikc,
hollow-eye- holloW'chi.'qUed, wlfli n
wlfi'h'H iioxo nnil chin dnlivliiR ever
olosTr citcli othei' an the mouth roceilcil

whllo nh looked till (his It Mm ninic
titfi'il to tin tell lier an instant in ri'lione,
Hlilcli wuh an ni'liioveinctit ou iiilitht
hoast of In action hIic deemed yoiiiuer
this inoriilui; than hIic had hccti ten
M'tilN ago. The lirlshtiiPfiK of her eyes
bespoke the (iiitiknenM of her mind: the
xhni'lineis of her tongue was ample hIuii
of tlie iilinhli'iiefis nl her temper: the
hlrdllke alerltiei in the carriage of her
head) the trim et of her lonix HtiRet--

nhtmt her ntlek, the ipilck otcp, nil
the uomaliV chaiacter.

Now bIio hohhled down the porch until
hho lent over nvelvn'n elmlr, her luiril,
wIru old eyes Kimk'tltiK after whatever
the fir I ttildit liold seeirtly In her tiiluil
and acttitiily niiikliipt KvcI.mi wonder
It thny Haw the naughty latet 'thlnt? In
luoks under the tlilcl; cushions.

"You're a pu'tly thlnif," snapped
the old woman.

"Thank jou, auntlc," rnll Ilveljn,
clearly pleased nt such a remnrk from
httch a iiiartcr.

"Oh. ilon't. thank ihe." eat In llachel
Hletheril. tappiui; lcioitsly with her
stick. "No's a hiitterfly pietty. Iion
on lool:s and ihort on brains. .Mu- -t

llltel.l .lour lie.id's chuck full of look
and fools in breeche- s-

Nhcre'H lladdnnV"
Still Uveljn smil"d, iKeeptini; her

K'. n" a true pliilo'ophur
uiiepts an unplc:isiiiit clinue in Ihe
ica titer.

"I haven't rcii MrP llnddoti thin
miii'iiliiK," nlic answered iiiietly.

".Motnlni;!" c.i imteil the old unman,
"II'h aftci'iioou ami time for lunch,
nnil 1 told Iladdon to be helu at 1'--'.

If. tlie fno! doesn't know which Hide hi
In cud's biitlcied on mid who lull tors It
for him l.c doesn't know much."

IJwIjii peeped slj ly at her watch. The
little Koldcii huiids pointed at two full
minutes after VI.

"Orahaiu!" cried Mrs. Ktctherll, lift-Ih- r

lier nIiiiI'P, shrill mice with Mich
hiiddeu vehemence tltat full.i naif a
ilo.cn Kcrvants in the house ami about
the ground stinted anxioiisli, "Ciiu-hain!- "

"Yes. .Mrs. Stitlicill."
The ansiicr in the epresslnnp.i

lolue or the uiiiik man with tlie frost
bitten face Miiiiidcd ridiciilousli Mat
after the old woman's lliel.i call. It
was preceded bj u ccsnilion of the faint
clickiut; of a nt t pewriter and

followed 111 the sound of
Ailriuu (iiaham's Hoft-fout- ap-
proach,

"Wlmt do jou think of this new y

of Iladdon'sV" deuianded Mrs.
Stctheril. Of Ilveljn, obvlotiNl), kIiicc
not jet had Orahiun comu out of the
house.

"I W'h.i. what should I think,
auntie?" She lifted her cr.i innocent
looking ejes to her nuiit'n. "I liardl.i
know lilui, ,ou Know. He deems er
nice."

"What does Iladdon want a secretary
for?" iiilcried Mrs, Stellierll sliarpl) .

her ejes Keen upon l'veljn's.
"Vhj," smiled Kieljii, "he m.is

that lie is icr.i busy and needs mine
one to take a lot of the iniilliie work off
bis hands. Also, lie told me last nlxlit
t lint he is writing a book, a hurt
of ' ."

"Hook!" jeeied the old wnmmi.
".Instill Iladdon wiite a bonk! Is tlie
man plumb inndV"

"I don't know, niiiitie," came pleas
il nt I.l with i:iel,iu'.s little billyh. "II"
ni'i that there is n ilciiimid for a

Oh. I don't quite know what
it is, a sou of handbook of li'jjul
information or MimcihliiK of that Mud.
And ."

"When did he tell jou all lliNV"
asked lier aunt, ejclng lier witli slmtp-nes-

vilKUel) inlncled with suspicion.
"I.nst nlxlit. While we weie "
"Iluniph! I.asi nlclit witliout am

wnruiiiK lie takes on a Heeretni.i , .Instill
Iladdon who doesn't need one mi) more
tlinii I need wIiiks. and wIiok us light
as a rain barrel. On lop of that bo's
untllC to lllite it bonk Oil,
You're here, me jou?"

" Yes, Mrs. Stetherll. You
called "

"Dnn't tell me what I did," she
snapped at tii'iihiim who Imil come up
so quietly that she had not heard him.
"That's no reason for jnu to come
creeping up on me lilce a footpad."
She Khircd at him for an instant and
then Jeeriii;lj announced. "I alwnjs
did have ni) of a man that
went slinking mound in rubh-- r soles."

"You ma) remember, Mrs. Steth-erlll.- "

lie hi'itan with an assumption of
dlKiilt) er. uiisiiccessfulh clone under
her limd eies, n dignity which seemed
act null) pale, colorless, ns though il

were a thing he kept in the dark i ellar
of his being' ami now had drugged out
ipto tin- - Minlhjht. "thai on. jmiiself,
silgge-tc- d ."

"Shut up!" -- he cried out at him,
jerking up her great sthk as though
she would strike lilm with it. "Shut
up! , What have jou done about
till- - Itoiid alTairV"

"The Itnml nlT.ilrV" be nskul -- tiffh.
conscious of I'lieliu's inti'iested nil- -

serviition inn
"Alii) 1 ask
fnii'V"

being, arter all. Iiiimiin.
wh.it particular bond af- -

"Oh, j nil dunce!" -- he cinched nt
him. "What pniticular bond affair!
The llnnil nffaii. Hoiid. t'llliitnl 11.

Itninl! It's a innu's mime.
A man might be named or
Spinach. I suppose, if lie wanted tn.
Some men ought tn be named Tom
Pool. I'm talking about Arnold Uond,
a niiin. cashier of tlie I.ocUworth Na-

tional Itank."
It all came down upon poor Adrian

tirulinm in an avalanche of hurtling,
heated woids, and though he got bi-

llionth open am! kept it "lien until she
was done no wolds ciiine fmin it

Ill- - f.H e was ml. nnd one
less Implacable than tho Itl.ick Witch
herself must lime felt suit) for lilm.

"I telephoned Ml'. Uond this imil n

lug, as per jour instructions!" lie at
last got out. "He sulil that iiiifor
lliliatelv nothing had been done iel I

urged him to ,:ie the m.itlir hi- - c.irl)
attention. "

"I'nrly ntteiilion '." sneeml Itacliel
Stcthcril. "And I'm to wait like a

iilliiperlng sclioolgiil upon Ills pleasine
mid convenience, am 1? You jou
jou're Hied!" slie ended lililtitl).

"Uealh. Mm. Stellierll." he began
weakly. "I fall to sec '

"So does a bat!" she cut him short.
"That's one icasoii jou'ie tiled Now,
don't stand there gasping. 1'iiek youi
traps and got !"

"That's one fool the le-- s getting
under my feel," she grunted less to
Ilveljn than to herself as (iiahain
liii ned and went swlftl) and imlselessl)
back into tlie house. "And now what's
llaihhi!! doing'.' Unit the mail "

"The)'ie coining!" cried r.iel)n
And in a moment they bad swung

Into the ilrjvcway mid drawn up in
front of the house, Iladdon ami Ashe,
They came cpilckl) up the steps, .lustlii
Iladdon sljghtl) In advance, his eie
bright and eager, ll little (lush In his
UMiiillv sallow cheeks, lleliiud him,
more leisurely, came Itnbert Asho, his
lint alieady in hand as he caught sight
of Kveljn and Mrs, Stctheill, bis c.es
going swiftly from tho Hour fate bent
over the cane to tlic Mulling one lifted
expectantly.

(CONTINUED '.TOMORROW)
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