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,Anno. reminded him. Bmlllng.reter, she added thoughtfully, "hasKlEned us all, now and then !" h.ltestooped for a dutiful good-nig- kiss,and wan Bono. And as she went, lightly

nnd swiftly across the hall, up the stair-wa- y

with her shoulders erect, and
methodically and prettily moved about
her brushing nnd folding and disrobing.
ho raw herself engaged to be man led,

saw herself veiled and mystical In white,
on her uncle's arm. heard the old neigh-
bors nnd friend saying that little Anne
Strickland had gone to her own home,
and had won the love of a fine, man.

Downstairs, the doctor sat on, think-
ing, and his faro was grave. Ho was
thinking of little Cherrv's good-nig-

klFS, half an hour ago. She had rested
agnlnst his arm, and he Imd held her
there, but what had been the thoughts
behind tho bluo eyes so near his own'
Perhaps Anne was right P"rhaps Anne
was right. But ho rnllied with a great
rush of fear that some man had kissed
Cherry tonight had held her against a
tobacco-scente- d coat, and that the girl
was a woman, nnd nn awakened woman
at that. Cherry kissed a man ' Her
father's heart winced away from the
thought.

Young Lloyd and Peter had walked
home with her. But If Anne was right
In her maidenly suspicions of Lloyd a In-

tentions, then It must have been Peter
who surprised little Cherry with a sud-de- n

embrace. Lloyd had been hurry-
ing for a train, too ; tho case looked clear
for Peter.

And ns he came to hla conclusions, n
certain relict crept Into the old main
heart. Peter was an odd fellow : he was
ten vears too old for the child But
Peter was a. lover of books and garden
nnd woods and music, after all. and
Peter's father and this old man musing
by tho Urn had been "Lee and Paul
to each othtr since boyhood. Peter might

rln Cherry a kls as Innocently ns a
brother; In any case. Peter would wait
for her, would be all consideration and
tenderness when he did win her.

"But I think perhaps she might go

down to the San Jose school for lml r

a term." her fnther reflected. blx
mouths thero did wonder for A1U. .o

i..u - - "minisnuse precipitating for all theyears are pretty Important
girls. Wo mustn't let her fancy that the
first man who turni her head with com.
pllments Is the right partner for life
Allx. now somehow sho wasut like
Cherry, at eighteen."

Ho smiled at a sudden meniop of
Allx. who was chlckon-farmln- g at that
age, and generally unpleasantly re-

dolent of Incubators, chopped feed and
mire. Ho seemed to remember Allx
shouting that If Pe'er Joyce was going
to live Irr their houio. she won d moe.,.,.v,r eUe ! Cherrv was different

Cherry, he reflected fenrfully. was ns
pretty as ner momer nnu rn m cn,n.-ce- n.

with the samo rounded chin and
apricot cheeits and tho same shadowed
Innocent blue ejes with a film of corn-colo-

hair blown across them She
had the strange the Indefinable quality
that without word, almost without
glances, draws outh towaid youth,
draws admiration and passion--, draws
iifo nn,i nil lin miln Her father for the
first tlmn tonight formulated In his
heart tho thought that sho might be
happily married

Married nonsense' TVhy. what did
she know of life, of submission nnd rour-- n

r. nnd miprlllee? At the. first strain, nl
the llrst real test, sho would want lo
run home to her daddy again, to "stop
pla.lng" "'. It would ue years, nianv
ears, before the snowy ft tils, and the

pale gold head, and the firm, brown
littlo hand would be readj for that

Not many hours after he went slowh
up to bed morning began to creep Into
the little valley The redwoods turn'd
gray, and then dark green, the fog stii-re-

and a llrst shaft of bright sunlight
struck acrosa a Shoulder of tho hills and
pierced tho hndown nbout the brown
liungaiow. iux at ner enny iuui,
heard quail calling, ami looked out n.
see tho last of tho fog vanishing at 8

o'clock and to get a wet rush of
fragrance from the Persian lilac, bloom-
ing this year for tho first time. At s 10

she camo out Into tho garden, to find her
father somewhat ruefully stml lug int.
tumbled ruins of the yellow banksl.i
rose. Tho garden was still wet, but
wanning fnst; sho picked a plume of
dark and perfumed heliotrope, nnd began
to fnsteit It In his coat lapel whllo ahe
kissed him.
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DREAMLAND ADVENTURES
THE FLOWER GARDEN BALL
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Rolden light that Bumble Dee Buzz spoke
or in his note," regiry waned, erv oiop
to tears "And now theie'H not one left
and wo can't ko tn tho ball."

Trto enough, not u tmnflower was In
Bight Tho btalks soro there, but tlm
flowerH nnd seeral Inches of utem had
dlH.ippeured. Thero wasn't even the
tiniest snrrlt of cold to be seen.

"Why." cried Illllv. who had been
looklnir around tho enrden "Theri' n
not uny flow em at all hem exi'eptlnir a
couple of faded bachelor buttons The
othoiH must bo at the ball and

."Yep." Interrunied IVckv "And c
can't, go to the ball, Our ring of Uetit
i gone "

"Hut tho moon Isn't shining orr the
applo tree Ikn It said In the note, fniu
nilly, hopefully. "Tim Bunllowcrs may
return"'

So Peggy and Bllh" sat down In the
swing to wait for tho time when the
moon would shine oer tho annle tree
Ab they wulted they wondered what the
ball would be like, nnd how It happened
mn Humble, nee nuzi had nv ted them
Blltv told I'cggy how his Imitation had
been wrltteir on a m.iple leaf which had
blown right Into his hand Ilefoie they
knew It tlm moon wns oer the apple
tree and lo and behold -- In tho ery
center of tho garden wan a ring of
gomen light rant by tho moon, and an
aiuunti was snadow."Wa nin.l l...n ..!..! nni. Hi....w llliinv .114.1, Lliru tillli .11
moon moves so swiftly that elide will
not b$ there long" .lumping up, he and
Pfggy ran to tho renter of the g.iruen
unci stepped Into the golden I InK

JMV. what n ftmnv fee ne.' orlen
Peggy, au thoy set foot Into the muglo
tune,

"We're shrinking," answered Hilly In
astnulshmnnt. And nine enough, the,
wein inpldl) glowing umallei The trees
and bushes seemed in shoot up Into the
sky, tho enrth rushed up toward them,
tho clrrlo rcemrd to grow tn a huge
slxn. and then tliet thrrmeleR el rt

littlo doll-size- d creatures about eight
Inches high and before them stretched
a inoorroeam path, sprlnuita nr una
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