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WERCIER'S PLEA FOR CHURCH WINS
AND IT ISN’T USED AS HOSPITAL

Hattresses Taken from 400 Old Men Despite Cardinal’s A ppeal—Request for Reli
gious Help for Prisoners in Citadel of Diest Fails to
Bring Response

Explanatory Comment

HE scope of the German confiscatory methods in Belzium was not fully revealed until 1917. The invasion
pad been an extravagant orgy of destruction. Later, when the pressure of the blockade was more acutely felt,
§ systematic plan for making use of all available material in Belgium, large or small and of whatever char- |
yeter, was devised and put into partial exceution, Hverything was inventoried. Into what details the scheme
wts carried is illustrated by the seizure of even the mattresses in the old men's home in Brussels, to which
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The greatest pains were taken to destroy scientifically machinery chiefly available to the looters because
A highly typical performance was the engaging of a professor, Herr Quasebart, of the Technical
Bclwl"l of Aix-‘ln-(‘hapﬂlﬂ (Aachen) to supervise the demolition of the great steel works of Ougree. For

one machine no destructive apparatus was available, so the Herr Professor designed ‘a special machine in
yrder that the annfhilation process be entirely expert!

The Belgian bureau of information has since revealed an
After the armistice, a commission was sent into Germany to look for stolen machinery. One of the
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officers was a nephew of M. Derson, a director of the works at Ougree,
tad occasion to telephone to Professor Quaschart., Before he hung up the scientist pleasantly said: “Oh, by
the way, please give my kindest regards to vour uncle when you write to him!"

Robbing the aged of their mattresses was, of course, ensy enough, and the Cardinal's protest in this
instance was unavailing. There were times, however, when the ingenuity of the Belgians completely frustrated
the German designs,

In the great Cockerill clectrical works in Liege theve was an enormous gus engine which the Germans
coveted, but they could find no railway truck lavge enough to transport its parts,
Now the great truck is in the open again,
corning its hiding place as the Germans were,

In tracing the appropriated goods he

They hunted everywhere

and to mo purpose. Visitors who behold it are as puzzled con-
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are a certain number of unconseccrated buildings
where the wounded could easily be lodged.

I hope you will be good enough to use your good
offices for the furtherance of raligious liberty, and in
=0 doing you will earn my gratitude, T may add also
that, according to information received, your inter-
vention is urgently needed,

Please receive the expression of my sincere es-

Frnl
maore nl AL
a\. enings. commencing Februs-

Cardinal Mercier's Story

Including hia correspondence with the German
authorities in Belgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mayence of
Louvain University and translated by the Dene-
dictine Monks of St. Augustine's, Ramsgate,
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Archbishop of Malines,
Cardinal’s request met with a favorable re-
The church remained available for religious |

ARON VON DER LANCKEN, in replying to the
foregoing letter, endeavors, in accordance with the | (f‘nt!bh
Governor General's instructions, to refute the accusa-
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tions brought against the occupying power by the Car-
dinal in his letter of December 10 to Baron von Falken-

CHAPTER XLVII
» Religious Interests of Prisoners Delamedl
in tlm Citadel of Diest

the military
brought back a large number of civilian prisoners
*yam Germany, principally from the camp at
minden, and interned them in Dicst in a disused cltadel !
The Cardinal, hearing that the spiritual interests of
these prisoners were neglected, requested the Governor
(.enma] using Baron von der Lancken as an interme-|
[ diary, to authorize the parochial clergy of Diest to at- |
tend to their wants. I
Archbishop's House, Malines,
March 29, 1918,

’ To Baron von der Lancken, Chief of the Political De-
pay t'an of the Government General, Brus-

Political Department of the CGovernmant General,
Brussels, December 18, 1017,
To Hiz Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Avehbishop of

Governor General hos honded
Eminenee's esteemed letter dated the 10th inst, and
liag askd me to reply to it.
that he is unable to recognize the right by which, os a
Relgion eitizeém, your Eminence claims to wse the in-
fluence yor derive from tha pasifion you acenpy in the
Charel. For yowr Eminence, invested, as you are,
with very high ecolesiastical anthority, holds a priv-
ileged pogition and enjoyr a protection of which the
Governor General and his predecessors out nf resard
for the Holy See have always held count.
very beginning of the occupation your Fm.n- nee f"m
made use of the privileges attached to your ecolesias-
tieal poeition to foment a political agitation which in
the case of a simple eitizen would bring wpon him
It ia for this rearon {fint
the Governor General expressly adheres to hiv own
point of view, viz, not to enter into correspondenee
with your Eminenca except in queations of o purely
In hisg quality of vepresentative of
Hizs Majesty the Emperor, the Governor Generval ex-
acts the full vecognition of his authority in the terri-
tory under oceupation,

I npw some to the paviienlar points put forvioord
I the rivat }Ih?lr| I should '|Ir‘
to remark that in vegard to the perquisitions :
churches in the proumrrq of Hoinaunlt, an ez ;Lra u’mrz
hus alveady been given ?m the ingpector of military
areas to hia Lordship the Rishep ef Toernoy,
the affair can therefore be concidered at an end, Nev-
ertheless, I should like to point out that these per-
w;.uu.-u' o u"- |.t'ntJ -'fHU'd'}'H“:?

His Exeellerey declores

I!va" Hu:-nn—AL the presint moment there nre

in the small town of
Diest und rumor has it that thair number will shortly
Some of them are prison-
while others—and these are in the majority—
have alvendy expiated their offense, but, I am told,
are heing detained as

proseeution by the courts.

be considerably incrensed.

religious nature.
" ynder police sur-
. of these men ever comes into con-
At the most they receive but
nre .\l\!l Ihi- = vizits from the German ehaplain.
wt his Fxeslleney

{act with the priests,

the Governor Gen-
ul’11 to k mll\ r.vt'wn?l" the loeal elergy to provide
garvices for those who are interned,
I trnsr. vau will uee vour influence to procure this
At the =ame time that I thank you in an-
ticipation, T ack you to necept the ussurance of my
sincere estoen.

by yonr Eminence,

qpitisitions have shown the

N J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
lave been put by concealing abjects fn avery way pro- ]
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v Governor General vefused to grant the Cardi-
lut Beron von der Lancken, in renlying
s letter, guaranteed that the srirvitual wel-
« prisoners at Diest, which had hitherto not
heen overlooked, would be even better attended to in the

In vegard to the complaints made by your Ewmi-
enoe againgt Doctoy Borma, the Goverior Gens ral
thinks that the lntter had good vearons for uffering
siatance to your Eminence when, in using ypour ecclesi-
aatical influence, you initiate a conflict with the legiti-
mate agpirations of the Flemish people.

To sanetion the sending of Belyian prieats into
prison camps in Germany—a question w hich for the
gecond time your Eminence raised—rents cxclunively
with the military authorities in (Gernmuaniy, h t -" !H'-’
bound to remark that the setme anthovitios,
ing the candidates vecommended by your Em -‘nvn_r-r,
yield to a misgiving, which from their point of vi
i fully justified, for the politice! aftitiude which yon
have assumed from the very begiining of the war hes
not heen auch ag to inapire them with sufficient can-
fidence in your choice.

In your letter of December 11 yiow aanin hring
forswnrd your objections to the “Centralon K
to the gtatements I have alreedy made, I should like
eall your attention once more fo Hr 8 mr' :Lu
diffirulties of which you complain in
fng the people in Belgium with fnm( are
n every helligerent country, cven in f.f-w LR TH
oarqanization of the kind exists,
that it iu not fair to mnke the Relgion '
responsible for all the difficulties.

So far as the Coure Julea Hermien iv oo
new arrangements have been
recently made your Eminence aciiesinteid.
gard to the closing of the schools af |
ducted by the Uranlines,
Emivence that I am not competent lo dea'
matier, but all the aame I will procure filler informa-
Hon and if needful will be ready
affaiy later on, in cage it i cver reopenad,

I present to your Eminence the expression of my

nul's reavest,

The Cardinal acknowledged the receipt of the let.
< of Barom von der Lancken and while taking note
of the assurance given by the Governor General, ex-
regret that his request had

Archbishop's House. Mali

von der Lancken, Chief of the Political De-
partment of the Government General,

Dear Banwn—I duly received yours of April 17,
in which von very kindly inform me as to the
cure of the religious interests of those interned in the
eitadel of Diest,
Though 1 very much regret that Belginn priests
« denied aceess to their compatriots, especially to
hear their confessions, I am grateful for the goar-
anters given In your esteemed letter, i
vou | wounld ask you to receive the assurance of my
sinceve esteem,
D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbishop of Malines

ronning witerr privgte bathss vy
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CHAPTER XLVIII
l he Commandeering of Mattresses in the
Home: for the Aged of the Little Sisters of
the Poor—Divine Service in the Prison
Attached to the Kommandantur

I eun only #tate

to revert to this
| Priv, bithe, ru

at Brussels

gonds were comman-
. Cardinal was informed that aged per-
« homes of the Littlg Sisters
Panr were threatened with the losg of their mattresses.
He therefore requested Baron von der Lancken to inter-
eode with the Governor General in favor of the unfortu-

when woolen
CHAPTER XLVI
The Cardinal Requests Baron von der Lancken
Not to Convert the Church of St. Roch,

at Hal, Into a llnql;ilul

A H h H He also asked him to arrange to have mass cele- |
rehbishop’s Homse, ;
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Kommandantur prison st an
to prolong until a late hour i
communicants.

v which lasted three weeks the
Governor, General decided that 400 old men, out of
Rue Haute at Brussels,
As regards the hour |
of divine worship at the Knmmandantur no change'

O Baron von der I.,anc‘krn. Chief nf |'|u-
Department, G

Dear Baron—I must draw rour kind :

n ruther delicate situation that has arisen at Hal,
“hifh by an effort of guml.wlll, could' be settled with.
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