EVENING PUBLIC LEDGER—PHILADELI:P_{IA. WEDNESDAY,

GERMANS DESPOIL THE SACRED

VESSELS IN BELGIAN CHURCHES

."Can You Not Realize That Respect for Truth and Religion Imposes Duties Upon
You?” Cardinal Asks Head of the Occupying Power — Pleads for
: Merchants

Explanatory Comment

Tq

E Cardinal’s clarity of vision is aj;ril:ingly indicated in the subjoined letter to Baron von Falkenhausen.
he primate asks if the Governor General is not imperiling the future of Germany by the tyrannous main-

tenance of the food Zentralen, the memory of which would render dificult the resumption of Belgo-German
commercinl reJations in the days of peace. The primate was, as ever, confident thut Belgian independence
would be restored. Within less than a year from the date of this letter his hopes were realized.

On the other hand, the Governor General was thinking very little of future amenities. Belgium was
throttled and the course of the war on various fronts indicated that there was still a chance of holding

Belgium at the end of the conflict.

In November, 1917, the Allies enjoyed a gleam of hope when General Sir Julian Byng, employing tanks
with dramatic effectiveness, smote the German lines at Cambrai and for a day or two a complete dislocation

of the Teuton front was conceivable. But Byng's sudden advance was imperfectly supported. The Germans,

furthermore, recovered from the shock with surpriﬁing gpeed. Once more the line cnnge&]ed,

On other fronts there was much to stimulate German aspirations.
dealt to Italy. The demoralization was checked in the nick of time by the valor of King Victor's troops
and Franco-British'aid, Venice, however, had been saved almost by a miracle. The Austrians, however,

The blow of Caporetto had been

* wore masters of much of the province of Venetin. Even in the Allied camps it was felt that Italy could

pot become for a long time an eoffensive factor in the war., There was no hint at that dark moment of her

gwift recovery.

In Russia the Bolshevists were playing dircetly into the German hands.

On the very day on which

the Cardinal dispatched the appended letter the soviet republic began negotiations with thg Empire for an
armistice, Von Falkenhausen, judging from his actions, seemed unable to see beyond these events. It was
the perspicacious Cardinal who was forecasting the day when Germany would sorely nced trade friendships

which she now so ruthlessly jeopardized.

Carainal Mercier's Story

Including his correspondence with the German
suthorities in Belgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mayence of
Louvain University and translated by the Bene-
dictine Monks of St. Augustine's, Ramsgate,
England.

[Continuation of Cardinal Mercier's letter to Baron
von Falkenhausen.]

ARDLY had he arrived in Brussels when the Gov-

ernor General Baron von der Goltz proclaimed
thut Belgian citizens desirous of peuceably following
their occupation had nothing to fear from the troops
or the German authorities and invited our country-
men to resume their commercial activities, Lo reopen
the factories and to gather in the harvest.

Quotes Von Bissing

Under date April 22, of last year, the late
Baron von Bissing made the following communica-
#on to the Belgian public:

“With a view of insuring the victualing of the
people 1 have determined henceforth to prohibit in
the territory under my authority the exportation
of all foodstuffs. All these products, provided they
be Belgian, will therefore be reserved for the pop-
nlation of the territory dependent on miy admin-
{stration!"

Every time, either in the lheginning or in the
eourse of the occupation the fulfilling of our pas-
toral duty has compelled ug to draw a line of,
demarcation between our permanent duty of lov-
alty to the legitimate government on the one hand
and the acceptance of the temporary regulations
issucd by the occupier on the other, the represent-
stives of vour govermment have aprealed for their
own advantage to Article 43 of The Hague conven-
tion. This article, it is well to remember, is con-
ceived in these terms:

“Article 48. The authority of the legal power,
having ‘de facto’ passed into the hands of the oc-
cupier, the latter chall do evervthing in his power
to re-establish and insure, as fur as can be, public
order and public life by reswvecting, unless abso-
lutely prevented, the laws in force in the country.”

The reason why international law recognizes in
the oceupier a power de facto is therefore quite defi-
nite, “to re-establish and insure, as far as can be, pub-
lie order and public life.” The limits of the exercise
of it are defined, “To respeit, unlegs absolutely pre-
vented, the laws in force in the country.”

Whoever holds the power, therefore, will find in
this Article 43 hoth the basis and the limit of his re-
sponsibilities. Moreover, Article 43 clearly defines
the ohligatory destination of the resources of the
eountey, The occupior may not seize or claim them ex-
cept for “the wants of the army of occupation.”

These two articles give the key to the solution
of the knotty problem of providing the country with
foodstuffs and fuel,

Our own painful experience shows that the
German administration has erred in intrusting to the
“Centrals” the exclusive control of the supplies of
potatoes, coal, sugar, cereals, fats, ete.

Means of subsistence and heating are not lacking,
vet the people are badly fed and the means of
hesting very poor. Where does everything not in-
tended for their consumption go? In the name of pub-
lic order and public life, which your government
pledged itself to maintain when it took the power in
hand, in the name of a people suffering hunger and
cold, we implore the General Government to reso-
lutely abolish the “Centrals” whose procedure is so
fatal to Belgian interests and to confide the control
of supplies for our country either {o permanent depu-
fations agreeably to the Belgian laws of August 4,
1914, or to the national committee under the super-
Vision of ministers who will protect Belgian interests,

This letter is addressed to the Governor Gen-
eral with feelings of deference and hope. No doubt
what T ask him for is no favor, but when the in-
terest of workers' families and small householders
Is at stake, it does not cost a pastor very dear to
Join to his lawful claims an earnest prayer. Besides,
Is not your Execellency bound to admit that in doing
us justice you are falling in with the wishes of your
own countrymen? If the latter, as we firmly believe,
have not given up all hopes of one day renewing
commercial velations with Belgium, is it not natural
that they should ask you not to sow fresh seeds of
discord apd bitterness, but rather ledve behind you
some last remembrance which will speak of justice?

Please accept the assurance of my sincere
eiteom,

(Signed)

e ——

D. J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbishop of Malines.

| he had done before, in the matter of

The Governor General, instead of answering the
Cardinals arguments, found it easier to assert, just as
the protest
against the arrest of ofcials, that he declined to dis-
cuss with his Eminence questions which had mo direct
bearing on ecclesiastical affairs.

The Cardinal justified himself by affirming that his
duty made it imperative for him to take a practical in-

terest in both the physical und moral sufferings of his
flock. Sinee the Governor General wished to confine
himself to strictly ecclesiastical mutters in his rela-

tiong with the Cardinal, the latter denounces some ge-
rious breaches of respect due to religion committed in
sundry places by German troops. He also complained
of the support given by the occupying power to the
campaign of calumny leveled against him by the “ac-
tivists.” The latter publicly proclaimed that if Flemish
prisoners in Germany had no priests at their disposal
speaking their language, the hlame must be laid on
the Cardinal’s shoulders. As a matter of fact, the lat-
ter had, since December, 1914, appealed to the German
Gevernment for permission to send priests speaking
hoth the national languages to internment camps in
CGermany.

House, Malines,
Deeember 11, 1917,

To His Excellency Baron von Falkenhausen, Governor
General, Brussels.

Your Excellency—In your esteemed letter dated
November 29 you express the view that the subject
of my letter of 23rd ult. did not concern what you
call ecclesiastical affairs and is therefore outside my
provinee.

The Governor General would find neither in Ger-
many nor elsewhere any Catholie bishop who would
consent to limit his sphere of action to the precinets
of the church or to the purely spiritual wants of his
flock. The physical and moral sufferings of our peo-
ple are ours also, and any bishop failing to share
in them would betray his sacred trust. Moreover, I am
a Belgian citizen and I owe it to my country to make
fitting use of whatever influence I possess on her
behalf. Should I have noised abroad my grievances?
Or submitted them directly to the first authority in
the empire? But when I laid them before the Gov-

Archbishop’s

position he holds midway between his Imperial Ma-
jesty and occupied Belgium?

However that may be, your Excellercy cannot
dispute the religious character of the two following
incidents, the first of which took place at Hainault
within the war zone, while the second coencerns myself
personally.

On November 14 last at Tournay, Mons, and in a
number of important communes in Hainault, German
soldiers, either themselves or through the instru-
mentalily of others, opened certain tabernacles where
the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in our churches
and chapels, while in some places, 1 am told, they
even dared to lay hands on the sacred ciborium in-
closed in the tabernacle. These facts are vouched for
by persons whom I believe to be sincere and well-
informed. I earnestly beg your Excellency to investi-
gate these matters and take the necessary steps to
prevent a repetition of such sacrileges.

To come to the second of my complaints. For
some five months now the activist newspapers have
been organizing a campaign of calumny and outrage
against myself. Personally I treat it with contempt.
But there is one thing T must set my face against,
becguse by dint of repetition it might lead simple-
minded folk to misconstrue the sentiments with which
1 am inspired in the carrying out of my pastoral
duties.
the lack of hilingual Belgian confessors in both the
military and ecivil internment camps and in those
where the deported are lodged. As a matter of fact,
your officials know quite well that T have made re-
peated repregentations directly and indirectly, both to
your predecessors and yourself, to put an end to this
deplorable state of affairs, but in vain.

The action of the slanderers is all the more
cowardly because they know that the connivance of
your government insures impunity for them and de-
prives us of the means of defense. The most bare-
faced among them, who signs himself Dr. Aug.
Borms, is a favorite of your administration and of the
Politische Abteilung. The latest edition of his cal-
umny is dated November 20. Can you not realize that
respect for truth and religion imposes duties upon
you?

Receive the expression of my sincere esteem.

(Signed) D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER,

Archbishop of Malines,

(CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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BTEAMSHIF NOTICES

I‘'M-M-LINES

AMERICAN LINE

Fast Mull Steamers

NEW YORK—PLYMOUTH

CHERBOURG —SOUTHAMPTON
New York .........Febh, 14 Mar, 13
SEPRHk s Feh. 21 Mar. 20
Philadelphia ....... Feb. 28'Mar. 27

NEW YORK—HAMBURG
Manchuria, Feb. 11/Mongolia,Feb.

Philadelphia-Liverpoo

Andalusia .....ovvviiiiian Feb., 4
Keketticut ......... TR Feh. 11
Regina.. . .Feb, 13/Apelles. . . Feb. 12
Philadelphia-Rotterdam
Wathena ........ T O e O
Philadelphia-Glasgow
Eastern Sea ....covvvvnenan Jan. 31
Western Ally .............Feb, 20
Philadelphia-Hamburg
Oakland ....... cr e bis B By &

RED STAR LINE
NEW YORK—PLYMOUTH
CHERBOURG—ANTWERP
Lapland. .....Feb. 25/ Mar, 30 May 4
Philadelphia-Antwerp

Holland America Line
Philadelphia-Rotterdam
Westerdyvk . eeodan, 31
WHITE STAR LINE

NEW YORK—CHERBOURG—
SOUTHAMPTON

Adriatic .....Feb.14/Mar, 20/Apr. 24
tLapland ...Feb, 25 Mar. 30 May 4
FOulls ut Plymonth, Omiis Sonthnmpton,

. NEW YORR—LWERIP'OOL
Raltic ......Jan. 31 Mar, 13/Apr. 17
Ortega .....Feb, Tl....... e s
Cedric .....Mar, 6Apr. al,......

NEW YORK—AZORES—
GIBRALTAR—NAPLES—GENDA
Canopic ...... ws s s Mar: 10
INTERNATIONAL MERCANTILE
MARINE COMPANY

Pausenger OMce. 1310 Walnut S,

'hila
Freleht OMee, 405-8 Bourse Hlig.,

Phila,

MALLORY S.5.C0.
A STEAMER

From Philadelphia
Sailing in

EARLY FEBRUARY

Mnr-eﬂle:‘:nd Genoa
Apply to
WALLORY STEAMSH!P €.

MEDITERRANEAN SERVICE

629 Chestnut St
Bell, Market 3050  Kerstooe, Waln 293

ew TS0 "I A Ut

EARNLINE

U. 5. Shipping Board Steel Steamers
General Cargo

Regu.!lr Dervice
Philadelphia—Manchester
A Steamer . Feb,
Philadelphia—Havan
/8 “Lake Galera” .,
§/S “Coquina”. ......
For rates and particulars apply te

Earn-Line Steamship Co.
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 BERMUDA

<

Ideal Winter Vaocation Resord

FURNESS BERMUDA LINE

Fasl, twin-screw, palatial steam
Balling rmmPl"iew York pre

S. 5. “FORT HAMILTON”

1440 Fate Diptscemnt
S. §. “FORT VICTORIA”

14,
Feb vh 0138

Wathena .......c000vevee..Feb, 7
West Gambo ......o0vvuen. Feb. 17
West Cherow ........00000. Feb., 12
Western Plains ............ Feb. 28
ATLANTIC TRANSPORT LINE!
Philadelphia-London .
Mahopee .....oovvuuneninas IFeb, 10|
Western Maid ............. Feb, 24
Mackinaw ,...cccnveeannnn. Febh, 17
Eastern Shore ........... March 1
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& spacioud vermndas Under nes Manaocemesd
Write N. H. SCHOONOVER, Mgr. Ass

Hotel: Roval Palma Hotel, Jn-'un.'-r'llilhl!.. Fia,

"HOTEL ASTOR

® 500, Gelf. European Plan 51,060 up Per Day
Less formal. mors mod rites, Warm sen baths E. H, WEST, Mgr. *
TOURS THURS

H | GEO.

A

near Beac

W Hisv,

; privats baths; run,

HOTEL BOSCOBEL Kentucky Ava

Open ull year,
$15 up weehly. Phons 117. A. I. MARION.

LAKEWOOD. ¥, 3. _

Laurel in the Pines

Lakewood, N. J.
EQUABLE CLIMATIC CONDI-

TIONS.

GOLF, RIDING AND

SHELTERED WALKS. DAILY
CONCERTS AND DANCING.

BRANCH OFFICE, GEO.

A.

HUHN & SONS, BROKERS.
FRANK F. SHUTE. MGR.

WERNERSVILLE,

| SUNSET HALL Oven all your. Chaer-

erinn, dey wir: beautiful mountaln swalks
1 I sunatorium
SVILLE,PA

Hilsighing, coastin
B. GAUL

ne. elo
Mgr . W

ful home

Not a
ERNER

PA.

amforts;

Connecticut Avve & Woodley Road
WASHINGTON, D. C.

A wonderful combination of luxury amé

somfort,

rooma, wiwh privais

Fifteen hundred (all oulsids)

baths.
Ilustrated booklat wnd further par

teulars on reguest.
T,

MFR DYFR. Manager.

American and
HOMELIRE, CLEAN,

FIVI: MINUTES FR(

Furopenn

| hurh:ngton Hotel

PERFCT CUISINB
380 Rooms with Bath, $3 to 85

OM YV

TERYTHING
Washington, D. C.

- — Wt

——

Coal Warnin :

With ag advanes In
rutes nand ml el
must entie AR Inereass

S iR, e

work there
shortage of supp)

Be Wise—Buy Now I
Follow the Flag |

Frank F. Mathers

S.W.Cor. 10th & WashingtonAve, |

Yards { 524 bel. Baltimore Ave. e

¥ 1=

| witor:; 814 whiy R LS '_:nt\_f!'n_!_l'._‘___f." Buhmm, |

N353NSR

DIAMONDE, WATCHES rlnd‘z.ll:’.“mt !
| ISADOR NEUMANN 7 Sansom

| wasmoerox pc. | M. Eshner & Co.
| WardmanParkHolel

i
i

Tporn ... 733 Sansom St., Phila.
Wh Regall,
Paper ;uiﬁsﬁ:s:& r‘lﬁt’n. War
* s nper, . 4 M
| Drinking  Tellet’ Paper, 85 pee
1 Typewriter Paper, ¥
Cups BOc: white, Tbe Lo
i ?'.‘lr"‘"'.—"fﬁ'&nm Cut C 3
Bacstor foden cisiy e
Bags for f. [‘urll..' fn-lm:-; it ruE
Restaurantsgyser, Faper Bags,

M A A A S

BUILDERS’
MILLWORK

Doors, Sash, Mouldings, %

Columns, Ete. 1

THE HANEY-WHITE CO.
Plant

Office and Warehouse
21st and Glenwood Ave, :: :

Lists From Plans and
Estimates Given

R

S

AN

RN

A A

PARCEL POST
m' WE FAY HIGHEST CASH

PRICES FOR DIAMONDS,
BOUGHT X AT

ANY BIZK
| QUANTITY
It will pay ¥ou to wes ud befors selling
almawhere,  Give us n trial,

JOBBERS IN JEWELRY

We nre experis on Waleh and Clock Repalr-
ing. Prices Reasonable,

Ezra Levinson, 26 S. Fifth St.
_l:o_mfu_rtl _:!.:_‘.IL Main 5847 D

——

b ;

The

slandp—an
modern
tw

fin
#un parior 200 fest 1o
nide rooma—280 with
all =quipoed with tels
Lors, amliton Hotel
Jun 1

inrgest and  fin

uf

b

MoRting.

Bookie*

ne. bathing In the sea,

e P i
T i Ty i

The Hamilton Hotel
BERMUDA

“The Queen of Winter Eesoria®
on

€xt _ hotel

riding, driving. dancing
Inee eneioesd
rill. 400 gut

ng. fg

connanting
phonies  twn
Orchestra

HAMILTON HOTEL COMPANY. LTD
Management of J A SHEHRRARD

SAVANNAR,

(ot

Al

= the

motoriste,
men and
Roums wi
$2.00 prr
with hath
Eithn

_GA.

for
fiahermen.
tourints, P
theut bath
day wnd up
2. 00

B, McLean,

thy
fireproof construction
In eauipment and operation Owoif

bath
alavs,
Open

Cable address Hotel Imrmod
e —

Sl

boautiful Bavannah, Oa
paradise

goifers
hunts:
ireproof
$1.80 1
Room

vr Auvy & up

dr,

Viee Prealdent and Manngee

invites you

—to enjoy the wondrous
tropicclimate, beaches,vol-

canoes and outdoor

| al at Honolulu, April
1 19. Good roads and ho~
| tels. Ask your rail-
| way agent.
HAWAII TOURIST
| BUREAL, Honoluly

the Paradise of the Pacific.
| Shriners” Festival in Febh,

| Hawaiian Missions Centenni-

life of

11to
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Wanamaker's, Main Floor,
Juniper St. Entrance,
Philadelphia, Pa,
S 1;—'.@ e 5 _'1 RIS b
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(S

-

A merican Traveler
in Europe-—1920”

READ THIS BOOKLET
THEN MAKE YOUR PLANS

Senit Free Upon Request

Wherever you travel carry those spend-
able everywhere—American Express

TRAVELERS CHEQUES.

-

=

& B E =

-

E= - -

“di sours from frost to f!ou.-eu'_f

To Be Sold Direct!

At Jobbers’ Prices
to adjust freight !
Carload of Talking '
Machines R |
Prices $40 and Up
Open Satarday Till 8 P, M.

Keystone Purchasing & Sales Ce.
124 N. THIRD 5T., PHILA,

ra tell you they are
= befors you

an
r, shaps or color

Pawn ticlk for diumonds bought.
KELLY & OO, CALL 932 rnr_ﬂ?.\‘w ar,
Phone Walnne 7544 Sulte 21-38

Private offirs 24

war. over Childs® Real

SELL YOUR
WAKSTE PAPER
it out of the wny and

Prevent Fire

Your
cukily

MERCHANTS

Giet

oltlem  hoy can
uperate

GARRETT'S
WASTE BA-I-.ER '

PFAPER

-
Phane any  paper
stock house for prices

- on haled paper.

ineluding wire

SYLVESTER S. GARRETT
nds of Puper and Twine

3D ST, PHILA,, PA,

All Ki
259 S.

U on An_ny Last

Have unnrornsary

profits lireat 1
] Tactury hwad- :
q ar A hotter .
[ thun those gens |

advert]

L
uf”-f4.ss

lostuge Free.
MAIL
A

COUTON  TODAY s
FEDEHAL MAIL ORDER (.'U..Auont. 18.
o Box 1704, Boston, Muass.
I risk

Hond Army Work Shues poatpald

nothir

[P ) 1 ™
Hl %V"N' . “,],:Hill "
B

prices are the lowest
Fillings, 80c & §1




