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PARE CHURCH BELLS, CARDINAL
- CRIES IN FEAR OF SEIZURE BY FOE

Hetal Converted Into Bullets Might Be Destined to Carry Death Into Ranks of Our

Countrymen,” Says Appeal to German Governor General
of Befgmm

Explanatory Comment

WAS inevitable that Cardinal Mercier should be deeply and indignantly stirred by definite hints of l'
German plan to commandeer the church bells, Belgium has long been proud of its metallic choirs, which
lmve in & way become poetic symbols of the nation.

: In no country in Europe has the art of bell playing been brought to such perfection. Bells typify the
aﬁ national spirit. They are enriched by legendary lore. They have inspired poets at home and abroad, old
'= and new,
£ Longfellow paid his tribute to the belfry of Bruges, Xmile Cammaerts, in his impassioned poem of
= the carillons, revealed the soul of Belgium in travail and adversity. His refrain, “Ring, Belgium, ring!"”
" thrilled the hearts of his countrymen in the tragic night of servitude.

As musicians, the Belgians are widely known as oboe players.
wind is less exclusive than their skill with the carillon. This is an arrangement for playing tunes upon a
. set of bells by mechanical means, A keyboard resembling that of an organ is used and is to be found in
h virtually all the important Belgian churches. A set of from twenty to thirty or sixty to seventy bells is

But their mastery of this lovely wood-

; employed, giving a remarkably wide scope for melodies and harmonies and permitting performances in
4. " various keys, |
' The carillons of Louvain and Bruges contain forty bells; the carillon of Malines, the Cardinal's city, |

" has forty-four, while in the tower of the Antwerp Cathedral there are upward of ninety bells. The largest | |

" of these was cast in 16507. Charles V, at the height of his glory, stood sponsor for it. :
= The Cardinal was speaking for a profoundly sincere national sentiment when, even apart from their|

' yeligious significance, he defended the bells and stood firm for their inviolacy. ‘

>

. Cardinal Mercier's Story

Incliding his correspondence with the German
authorities in Belgium during the war, 1914 to
1918, edited by Professor Fernand Mayence of
Louvain University and translated by the Bene-
dictine Monks of St. Augustine’s, Ramsgate,
England.

| publication of an order to this effect, his Eminence, in |

conjunction with their Lordships, the Bishops of Namur

and of Liege, expressed his fears to the Governor {,en-

eral and protested beforehand against saerilegious acts,

such as would be committed by seizing the bells.

Archbishop's House, Malines,
September 0, 19017,
To His Excellency Baron ven Falkenhausen, Governor
General, Brussels.

Sir—For some time past a rumor has ga
rency among the people giving rise to a very keen
and painful impression on all sides. There iz a ques-
tion, they say, of removing the bells from the
churches,

Our first
rumor, especially as it .,
tion in fact.

ined cur-

[Continuation of Cardinal Mercier's letter to Baron
+ - von ¥Falkenhausen. ]

I BEG the competent authority to make known to
us once and for all whether or not it will allow us
,‘,-' to send Belgian priests in communion with their
bishops to help our countrymen.

If it answers in the af‘ﬂ-mati\e. it will thereby

supply proofs of its respect for religious liberty and
we shall thankfully hasten to the aid of our aban-
doned brethren.

But in case of a negative reply, I would ask your
Excellency to no longer allow censored Flem ish news-
papers of the extremist section \ﬂummgant} and cer-
tain dishonest individuals hiding behind their German
protectors both at Gottingen and here, full liberty
to calumniate me by alleging that if Flemish prison-
ers in Germany ave deprived of Flemish confessors
and preachers, it is only because Malines has an arch-
bishop who is un enemy of the language and indiffer-
ent to the religious needs of the Flemish people.

1 have reason to believe that a letter treating of
confidential ecclesiastical affairs, addressed to the
head chaplain of the German army in Berlin, has not
reached him. Will your Excellency allow me to send
him a copy in a sealed envelope and yourself insure
its safe arrival at its destination? T ghall be exceed-
ingly oblized if vou will do me this favor.

Accept, sir, the assurance of my sincers esteem.

(Signed) D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER.

‘ Archbishop of Malines.

e

impulse was to pay no attention to this
ared to have little founda-
in view of the solemn assurances we
had from time to time reccived from the Germuan
anthoritics, that during the time of occupation the
rights of the church would h« respected. But certain
events give us cause for anxiety, w:_r.wri.-;!ly the =eiz-
ure of bells in the war zone '\n in occupied France:
the taking away of bells used fur civil purposes in
certain distriete of Belgium and lastly a bell which
was used for worship hu:; just been \'inlr.-.lr.]_\ carried
off from Magoster-lez-Luroche, without the local auu-
thorities being advised or warned that thiz would be
done. This last act, the result, no doubt, of a mis-
take, was at once reported to the militury Governor
General of Luxemburg by the diocesan authorities of
Namur, as being formally contrary to the decree of
December 13, 1916, according to which objectz be-
longing to churchez and other buildings or places used
for ecclesiastical purposes are exempt !'rnm
and delivery.

“Do Not Shake Our Confidence”

These incidents, Ex
confidence, but they fill und
will serve to justify our addressing vou a collective
letter today to demand protection for the rights of
the church and ceclesiastical property—a protection
to which Article 46 of The Hague convention entitles

us.
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Refuses to Send Letters
the Government
Brussels, Aug. I7,
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General of

1817,

We fear lest
some day threaten
of religion and Christinn of
ural guardians, We hope the Germ
listen to our appeal. We conjure vou to intercede with
the higher command of the
ever rise, Tt superfluous
cellency that it is the of the Belgiun
to keep the patrimony of the church in :
oppose every or attempt contrary thersto,
olie liturgy does not merely look upen bells as objects
pension, the pertaining to worship; it has included the

; category of sacred vessels, They nre consecratad to

divine worship through being anoit v the hishop

and by the prayers of the church They must be re-
tained for their exclusively religious purposes and
only used for sounding the praises of God and sum-
moning the faithful to praver. They cannot be alien-
ated without the consent of the eccle ical authori-
ties. Their remov al, their being utilized for profane
purposes, would be lopked upon by peaple as a

the prolongation of the war
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Political Depariment af
Belginm,

To Hie Eminence Ca
Malines,

The Governay after reading your Emi-
mence's leiter of the 18t ined., told me that he did not
intend fo answer it himself. [ have just come Lack
to Brussels. On my return his E recllency drew my
atteniion to the necessity of deald detatl with
eeriain pointe roised by your Totter and this I hasten
to do.

First, Ap Siater Celine's
Governor General haz already declaved {o your Emi-
nence that no (German authority has compelled the
superioress of the Poor Servants of Mary Dwmacu-
late to contribute 2000 marks toward Sister Celine's
maintenance Urs convent. Aecording
further information received, e have nothing to add
to this declaration,

Second. In thia same letter of July the
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; . ik .| faithful to think that the metal from which the bells
manei:xr.- ( in no wise be looked 1_I-ni. s an ‘*1-_' are cast and which is as a rule provided by their
:N::t?:r.";;r ”'?rrt wera convicted for l."zr":-.'nf.remrﬁf.s g.(-m-ronil}. might be “’“"!‘”'d into gunx OE ammuni-
of German decreen, viz., onu gister for having retaind | HOR for the use of a hﬂ"':*‘ lrﬂ:‘.“ Rtf_“lhl'll‘u:ht he des-
and circulated noncensored publications and for in- tined to carry death into the ranks of their own coun-
sulting Germans trymen, lh+-|r own children.
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Fourth. Your Eminence believes tha!
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Prussion army, [octo Beritn, haa
arrived af its destinationn Jt must be noted, however,
that as a requel to a letter from your E the
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tailed report on fiwn Flemizh priests, The presump-
Mon ia that the said letier 12 ] siour Eninence
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their addresnes.
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-efore, not be lefi exelusive Cardingl Mereter, Arehbinhe

1 would hove
awthorities
the

les?

Bishope .

hell

.\-'-1 muyr *"!l-‘f !.a‘-" e
v Belgion chureches wizail,
hisrarchy contem M e
teaql to the excrution of

pri the handa o TL BT

priests, There is nothing extrasrdinary the
England are re-
riated to
ual in-
y have not
they have always been at-

avry mManner,

v 4 . P ~
r neither Frione ateq i whieh militar

for

tn € nor
FEMAN DrItOMETE N cepgtfreg might vueh meoss

urea,
I am ahl:

vo reason for

gardas the queati
T offer in

eslenm,

from (fermany.

spirt

[ T nawer that so far theve has heen
ming any definite attitude np re-
rafzed tn thie -.'p}rf"f"_

. M .
LR & Frpragrion

of

a letter inenece th aof my

ada-

wtholic faplain of the sinecers

- (Signed)

VON FALRENHAUSEN

Lieutenant

acknowledged the receipt of the
letter as {ollows:

Archbizshop's

.rlllflgl. n, a
fsenernl
minence | The Cardinal
: ernor General's
House, Malines,

Octobor 4, 1017.

ulkenhausen, Governor

" oni
Ta His Excellency Baron von 1
General, Brussels

Sir—I have the honor
ceipt of your Excellency's letter of the 20th inst.,
with reference to the preservation of hells conse-
cruted to Catholic worship, and T thank you in the
names of my colleagues, the Bishops of Numur and
Liege, and in my own, for having quieted our anxiety
in this matter,

Please aceept our assurance of our sincere
esteem,

(Signed)

lefters you forwarded fp him to to acknowledge the re-

my

LANCKEN.,

CHAPTER XLIV _
Governor General Threatens to Seize the |

Church Bells

OR had bacome current throughout occupied |
n that the military wthort!.lu vere about to
hinreh Inll: With- e

D. J. CARDINAL MERCIER,

Archhishop of Malines.
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