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BRUTAL,” MERCIER CALLS HERDING

" OF THE UNEMPLOYED BELGIANS

.'i‘lerm’ pemand a Place in the Vanguard of the Persecuted,” Cardinal Writes—*I
" Record This Request With Pride,” He Tells Von Bissing in
Additional Protest Against Deportations

]

{18 defense of Belgian workmen doomed to slavery in the German Empire, Cardinal Mercier was |
[‘Wk”mgn for thousands of patriots whose spiritusl armor was as strong as their materinl weapons were'
spoke

, Explanatory Comment

_ Lemonier, the burgomaster of Brussels, successor to the indomitable Max, who early in the war had
s risoned in Germany, refused to deliver to the invaders the lists of the unemployed, and this
rll::!lflﬁ handbill appearcd’ one morning on the boardings of the capital:
i
ren WE WILL NOT GO!
The people gof Brussels understand. They do not obey the demands of the Germans. They
¢ not going to allow themselves to be led as sheep to the slaughter, In & great number of
:.,mmuneﬁ many men have not presented themsclves; they have not been disturbed. Those who

have gurrendered themselves have been led away.

Shame on those who present themselves because of selfishness or because they have a cortificate
of compliance: or because they are certain of being placed at liborty.

All for' each onel Kach one for afll!

A Belgian who works for Germany fights against his Fatherland,
Lot them organize their man-hunt, we will hide ourselves.
fong live the Fatherland! Long live the King!

' We will not go!

[ That many eventually did go is proof of the magnitude and madness of the German oppression.

Luols, however, the deportations were fewer than in

Boldnes, even

' Cardinal Mercier's Story |

i is correspondence with the German
:]l:;;riishin Belgium during the war, 1914 to
i';ls. edited by Professor Fernand Mayence of
Lourain University and translated by the Bene-
dietine Monks of St. Augustine's, Ramsgate,

E“hnd.

[c.untinur.tinn of Chapter XXX—The Deporwt"on
of the Unemployed.]

A fresh letter to Baron von Bissing, the Cardinal |
INm.intains that his arguments hllwe been left unan-

red; he protests once more against the brutal way
e which the recruiting of the so-called unemployved

akes place,

Ryt ¢ & Archbishop's House, Malines.

November 20, 1914,
T His Excellency Baron von Bissing, Governor Gen- |
era] of Belgium.

"The letter which your Excellency does me 'H'.r*
horior to write me, dated November 23, is disappoint-
Ing. - In several circles that T had reason to believe
woll-informed it was asserted that your Fxeelleney
Wd felt it your duty to lay a prnl.‘r‘.a‘! before the high-
it nuthorities of the empire against the regulations
you were foreed to apply to Belgium. T :-uunt_o_rl.
thetefore, on at least some delay in the app]icnttnn
of these measures, pending a fresh examination and |
in 4 mitigation in the method of executing them. ‘-

But 1o and behold! without & word of answer to |
any one of the arguments by which I proved !n my
leiters of October 19 and November 10 ‘t]w illegal
and anti-social nature of the condemnation of -thre
Belgian workingmen to foreed labor and deportation,
your Bxcellency confines vourself to repeating in your
[etter of November 28 the very text of your letter of
October 26. These two letters are, in fact, identical |
both in matter and form. !

On the other hand the recruiting of the so-called
unemployed is carried out most of the time without
any regurd to the observations of the loeal authori-
ties. Many rveports T hold in my hands bear witness
that the clergy are brutally kept at a distance, the |
mayors and local councilors silenced; the recruiting ]
officere find themeelves in the presence of individuals |

|
|
|

unknowi: to them and arbitrarily make their choice
from among their number. Instances of this abound.
I will give you {wo recent examples from a crowd |
of others which I hold at your Excellency’s service, |

On November 21 the recruiting of forced labor |
took place in the village of Kersbeek-Miscom. Of the
1925 inhabitants of the commune, the recruiting offi-
oers took away ninety-four in a body without distine-
tn of social status or profession; farmers’ sons, men
who have to support aged and infirm parents, fathers
of families who left wife and children in want; men
who were as needful to their families as their daily
bread, Two families, both of them, saw four sons
arried off at the same time. Of the ninety-four thus
deported, only two were really unemployed.

In the region of Aerschot the recruiting took
place on November 23. At Rillaer, Gelrode and Rot-
stlaer young men who supported their widowed moth-
ey, farmers, the heads of numerous families—one of
them more than fifty years of age with ten children—
ailtivating the land and owning several head of cat-
ll, who had never received a penny from public
tharity, were taken away by force in spite of all their
protests, In the little village of Rillaer, as many as
twenty-five young lads of seventeen were taken away.

Your Excellency would have wished that the com-
munal authorities be accomplices in these odious re-
tritings; neither their legal position nor their con-
atience would allow them to do so. But they could
Wave enlightened the “recruiters” and are specially
fqualified for that. Priests, who know the common
People better than any one else, could render these
ofieials valuable help. Why is their assistance re-
fuged ?

At the end of your letter your Excellency reminds
he that professional men are not molested, If only
| e unemployed were taken away I could understand
this exception. But if the able-bodied are enrolled in-
_difcrlmina!oly that exception is unfair, It would be
 Miguitous 1o throw the whole burden of deportation
™ the working classes, The middle clagses ought
M50 to share in the sacrifice imposed on the nation
: the occupying power, however cruel this sacrifice
n"' be, und justly so, hecause it is cruel. Numbers
% my clergy have entreated me to demand for them
.:hpl“‘ in the vanguard of the persecuted. 1 record
s Fequest and submit it to you with pride.

_ Dstill wigh to believe that the authorities of the

':IP;: ha\'r: not said their last word, that they will

nwh.l:unnm[fu! uflu!.l'l' undegerved sorrows, of the
i lon of the civilized world, of the verdict of
tary and of the chastisement of God,

/::ccpt‘ Excellency, the expression of my sincere

(Bigned)

D.J. CARDINAL MERCIER, «
Archbishop of Malines.

commissioned the chief of
rdinal artment to acknowledge receipt of the
Inﬁ B 1“1'-_‘-!' of November 28, reserving the vight
ring it himself later on.
tlitioal Department of the Government General of
T ffﬂ'?rlwﬂ. Bruasels, December 5, 1916,
_ Eminence Cardinal Moreter, Archbishop of
Malines,
u‘r"“"" ”‘l‘_ﬁ!lmlr' to tnform your Eminence that
YWernor General has noted with interest the re-
dnent the quastion of the umemployed, which
i ™ your lotter of the 29th inst., nevertheless,
| a f"“"‘"‘ of a brief absence, ke will be unable to
1 mm:rf days, ?‘o my great regret the pardon
 Prin "B" i 0f Malines, cannot be granted for the
Mhen ey Okt when ho has served half hin sentence,
Y " Eminenge v v to present a request in
Sy | hay on_to hope 14

The Governor G
; eneral
.-' ]m“”lhf -]i_-l|\ 3

b il |

In
certain of the smaller exclusively industrial centers.

if exhibited by the helpless, was always an embarrassment to the Prussian system.

the expression of my sincere esteem, and I am yours
devoiedly,

(Signed) LANCKEN.

*F. Franch, in religion F, Servasius, Superior of
the Franciseans at Mallnes, had been sentepced to
year's imprisonment on a charge of haviog had printed
n_poem offensive to the Germans. In a letter dated
Navember 11 the Cardinal interceded in hix favor,

Von Bissing, in spite of his promise, did not answer
the letter of November 29. He confined himself to in-

forming the Cardinal, through Baron ven der Lancken, .

that he could not accept the help offered by the priests
in the work of enrolling the unemployed.

Pleas for Two Lives Refused

. Political Department of the Government General of
Belgium, Bruszels. December 9, 1918,
To Hin Eminence Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of
Malines,
In reply to your esteemed lotter of November 27
laat, I have the honor o inform your Eminence that

| the Governor General, after investigating the case,

hag been unable to make wge of his right of repricve
in favor of the Engineer Uytebrock and the Railway-
man Mertena condemned to death for espionage. In

regard to Waniy, no definite decision con be taken |
g I

until it has been ascertained by medical cxamination
whether he ig of sound mind and therefore responsible
for his actions.*

The Governor General instruets me to inform
your Eminence, in reply to your letler of Novembeor
28, that he 12 unfortunately unable to grant to priests
a kind of offieial en-opevation in reeruiting the unem-
ployed. But, taking into oceccount the reasons. as-
signed by your Eminence, the Gorarnor General leaves

| the priests free to atiend the offices of the reeruiting

atthoritioa and there impnrt their information and
cxpregs theiy wishes before the envollmeht in begun.
I present to your Eminence the expression of my
sineere eateen.
(Signed) LANCKEN.
*The Cardinal interceded on behalf of the condemned

men in a letter addressed to Daron von der Lancken,
dated November 27,

Several days later the Cardinal sent the parish
priests of his diocese the following instructions:

In spite of the protests addressed to Germany
by the Sovereign Pontiff and several neutral states,
the deportation of our civil population still continues.
It is our duty to lessen to the best of our ability an
evil we are powerless to prevent.

The moment that netices to assemble are
placarded in your parish, please warn persons who
do not depend on public assistance to provide them-
selves with a receipt for the payment of this year's

| taxes, duly certified by the communal authorities,

The sick and delicete must ask their doctor for a
certificate of ill health; workmen who are employed
must ask their masters for a declaration, counter-
signed by the burgomaster, that they are in employ-
ment.

Acting in concert with influential persons of
your parish, take specially to heart the interests of
those parishioners who, according to the instructions
of the German authorities, are exempt from deporta-
tion. Then take joint aection with the communal
authorities, the national committee for relief and
food supplies and your well-to-do and devout
parishioners, in order to provide for the indigent,
whose departure is probable, clothes and other
necessaries,

On the eve of their departure, or the day before,
invite thoee who are going off to come to confession.
Provide an adequate number of confessors for them,
celebrate mass for their intention, to which vou will
be careful to summon their children, grandchildren
and interested adults, to the end that the communion
made by them, together with their whole family, may
prove a comfort to them and a memory which they
can carry awany with them into exile, In a suitable
instruction, exhort them to remain steadfast in their
faith and their moral and religious practices during
the period of thefr absence. At home prayers will
be recited for them. Give those who are going away
a rosary, a scapular and a New Testament,

Help for Stricken Families

The day following their departure make an
appeal to the best of your charitable parishioners,
both men and women, get into contact with the St.
Vineent de Paul Society, with the Ladies of Mercy,
the Third Order of St. Francis, the congregations
and confraternities, the manifold societies afiliated
with the diocesan Federation of Catholic Women, of
which the Abbe Halflants is the director, and form
with their help and under the direction of the parish
priest or his delegate a committee of moral assistance,
who will undertake to visit stricken families, to com-
fort, advise and help them. Give them moéral support
and help them materially, if need be, A Christian
parish forms one family., When in a family one
member suffers, all sulfer; when it enjoys prosperity,
every one shares therein. And so not one single home
in the parish should be left out, unknown or for-
gotten. If this were desirable in normal times, it
should be absolutely necessary in these distressing
days. Those who have leisure ought to place them-
selves at the disposal of those who have none. Thae
superfluity of some ought to minister to the wants
of others. Mutual help o understood and practiced
is but the fulfilment of the law of Christ. “Bear ye
one another's burdens,” says the Apostle Paul, “and
so you shall fulfill the law of Christ.”

The parigh priests who are in need of some help
in their ministey of charity may come or send somé
one to me for it, but 1 ghould like them to be good
enough to fix approximately the amount of help they
require. \We must leave no stone unturned to effect
the repatriation of those who, mccording to the Ger-
man Government's declarations, ought to be immune
from deportation. To that end, a committee has been
organized in our Episcopal Curia to deal with cases
calling for redrese
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the Black sen,

Latest reports from Ukeainia are to
the effect that Denikine's foroes
been cut in two by the Ukrainian ar-
mies on the adge of the sea of Azof. One
portion is scurrying to safety in the
Cavearns mountaiue, nnd the ather is
trying to reach the enstern shores of

This, it is sald, has
been accomplished by the minute men

i

have
mir Kifwey Willielm,

wonld be

nries;

called up by President Petlura, and the

Goarman  Soclalists have now taken
up the cudgels against the trinl of fors
It is argued that
to wuerender him to the Allies for trial
to make him a martyr and
thus play mto the hands of the renction-

Mevigion of the treaty of Versailles
i noder consideration by the Allies, ne-

- = cordin
] Cable Briefs ' ! Ukralnians now have 500,000 men un- | The
. der nrms.

Lotente governments renlize, It I
waid, that Gefmany cannot recupernte

the economiec terms of the treaty
remain unchanged, and a policy of fir-
reaching revision has been determined

haviar.

tions without the United Blates will he
n puny infant,
next Friday, when the executive eoun-
eil will hold its first mesting; bt un-

raven

der present clreumptances it will be a | senntorinl eloctions Sundar.
fJese important body than the repura- | sult the Moderates will cont
tions commigsion or  the interallied | thirds of the new Senale.
mission, headed by Murshal Fooh,

T

to a bigh nuthority in London,

Mme. Landrn han confessed that she

T™he aoti-Socialist Bloe National,
which swept France in the elections of
November 106 last, won ngain in the

|ln pay hotel bills, so Colbohn wan he
by the hotel as howtage.
]min. the financier for damages.

The league will he born

Store Opens at 0
Store Closes at 5:30

Gimbel Brothers

Philadelphia
Tuesday, January 13, 1920
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Conreid, $69
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Victrola
Columbia
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Conreid

Headguarters for Talking Machines and

Records.

__ Gimbel

onreid Phonograph at $69

Some 1n oak cabinets, but mostly polished ma-
hogany.

$6 9 Convenient Terms

~ Proot of this is that this same Conreid machine
i1s sold for thirty-one dollars to fifty-six dollars more
than our price—

The Conreid plays all disc records.

Talking Machine

Full-sized New Instruments
And Equipped With
Latest Appliances

of Payment

Gimbel Brothers, Philadelphia

Without obligation on my part please
Rive _full information regarding Talking
Machines and easy terms of pavment,

CE. L. 191320,

4 |
Charles Colborn, writor of "Tei T
Who Broke the Bapk at Monts O \u

rr of the company failed to send cas
He ia now

—_———
E——————

on, dependent on Germany’s good be- | jmperponated two of “‘Blushesrd's'' | sacnntly went broke at Monts
victims in order to permit him to g#l | higeelf. e was a member of a flm
o thelr wavings, She glves ok her exciss | sompany  producing .?‘ illustration of
Paric view 1s that the league of na- |1hat she “loved her husbunid ton well, | hie famoue song, and the London baek-4
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New 88-Note Player-Pianos

At 3575

Easiest of Payments

B

othr-——la

Twelve rolls new player-piano music.
A bench or chair to match.

FREE I Tuning and repair service for the first year.

This low price—and the price is remarkably low

's because these Player-Pianos are a belated ‘ship-
ment; should have been here for Christmas selling
and now must be pushed out to avoid top-heavv
stocks. '

They are Cased in Mahogany and Polished
Qak.

They Have a Dependable Player Action:

They Have a Full, Rich Tone.

They are Fully Guaranteed by the Makers
and by Us.

Take advantage of this of- F"‘é‘_ IT’ ?NBD MAIL TO |
fer—it puts a good Player- PEROE "’“.""‘
3 1 3 Philadelphia
Piano in yvour home, on which PPy
. ) 5 Without obligation o  me,
all members of the family can § please send fuller particulars
. ¥ 4 i . ) , .
play and evervbady enjov. .:(?\.'.:rat.:fd “-.1-: sth:"ch‘vE]:i::
—Gimbels, Hardman Hall, § Ledger for $57§
= Name e Ee e eisie Ed e
Seventh floor $ Address ....iiiiianns ol 2 T2 E

delphia
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