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The Belzian clergy, vegular and secular, is enu
to its task mourning. The ex
ample given to them by the head of the episcoptte, th
program he has drawn up for them in the famous pas-
tora! letter have stimulated the zeal of the most faint
hearted.
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Such haranguea have a salutary

swrowd. We are comforted, braced up, 2
after that, the national anthem, "Vers I \.. i res
ounds stentoriously through the wvaulting, s with
full voices, then immediately patriotiam raises jts

our lips quiver * * * [Itis at times like these that
we do realize how dear our country is Lo us, and what
snerifices we are prepared to make Lo sive her,

The Cardinal, looking upon the discussion ns closed
left Von Bissing's last letter unanswered: nevertheless
n the appesl which he addressed to him before polng
to Rome, in favor of political prisoners, he
the erroneour interpretation which the
eral had made of certain
the Vingtienne Siecle.
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Note—The pnssages printed in heavy type wers
snderlined by Von Blssing.
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CHAPTER XX

Guarding of the Telephone Line at Vilvorde
N ACCIDENT had happened in the district of Vil
vorde to the telephone wires, What was the enuse
nobody knew, No matter, the town was made responsi
hle and by way of punizhment the magnates of Vilvorde
were ordered by the German Commandant to secure the
guarding of the line. Several priests and religious
having been summoned to act as sentries, the Cavdinal
ont Von Bissing a letter of protest:

Archhishop's House, Maline

mber 18, 1915

Baron von Bissing, Governor Get
eral, Brussels,

Sir—The Kreischel has pazsed the arder to the
commercinl anthoritiea of Vilvorde to have the tol
phone lines puneded by the mopnates of the con
NN

In his proclamation of Decoember 11,
mperinl representative himsolf

Doce
o H

koxcalien ¥

1915, the
inys explicitly: 1t 1=
doubitful whether the Hine hroke -!n.\ . The immediate
ronsequence 15 that no “misdesd’ haa beon proved
il that therefore there js no cnse for repression,
Neverthelosg the claim is made to impoze on the
purochinl clerpy of Vilvorde, on the divreetor and nro
w2, on the pricste of the Calloge of Notre Dames
the II..|-'.-.... Brothers, the puarding for twelv
weentive hours of a teleph-me line.
he elergy has declared their inability o take
ant T have approved their decision
sure, sir, that it will be enough to dray
attention to this incident to have an enil
it to this persecution and in anticipntion 1 expre
my gratitude to your Excellency, snd at the same
time g vou to actept the expression of my sincen
stoen,
SiEmed) 10, CARDINAL MERCIER

Archhishop of Malin
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How the Truth Was Garbled

uth of the matler iz this:
jear of the town, Lhe superior of th
Brothers, and several reverend professors of the eollege
summoned by the communal authorities for
sontry duty during the night. At this news the Dean
Van Heeth went at onee to the town hall, In the ab-
sopee of the burgomaster he was reeecived by an offivial,
who told Bim that the orders had been given by the
Gormans. With 8 view of t|1u1-r|:.1' out for himsell the
exact meaning of thes the denan wont to o
the Commandants the latter declared that he had indeed
that the telephone wires ghould be guarded
1y the mugnates of the wn, but that he had not speci
s of persons
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he dean hastened to write to the |
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CHAPTER XXI
Before Leaving for Rome the \gain

anel
Religions Interests of the Political Prisoners

Cardina!

Recommends to Van Bissing the Mora!

Archhishop’s House, Malines,
January 11, 1016,
xeelleney Baron von Bissing, Governor Gen-
Brussels.
a few
your attention
which

LU o1

At the time of leaving Belgium,* {or

ake the liberty of ealling

in to the religious nind moral interests

fing a sovere check in the prisons anl
Kommandantur,

Nearly all those detained, and their number has
wlwavy been indrensing, wre put into solitury eonfing
nent from the time of theiy arrvest snd remain there
till their trinl, The German authorities have made it
a rule to forbid prizoners in solltary confinoment to
wesist at religious services, The upshot of this is
that these victims of the gpreat misfortune which Bel-
rium is undergoing, though they have for the most
part done nothing with which their conseience re
proaches them, are, in fact, robbed nf all comfort
for their souls and exposed to the dangers of moral
epression,

This kind of life, sir,
duty to notify it
the sovereign pontiff.

I'he German authorities have no valid

o upholding such a regime,

In fact, the arrangements of the prison are such
thitt each prisoner ig in a different pew, whenee he
enn neither hiz neighbor nor communicate with
him. The warden, stationed at the eenter of the
emicirele, can see all the pews,

Besides this, the priest who szays the mass and
Your Excelleney will call

: unbearable, and T shall

em It my to my supreme chiefl

prounds

who preaches is n German,
to mind that, having in view the keen putriotic feel.
ings of the prisoners, T had asked that a Belgian
priest might administer to the wante of yoligion, in
regard to Belgian prisoners. under the guardianship
{f the German administration, and that this request
has been shelved. The German chaplain alone there-
fore is able to influence the prisoners by word or
For the last time, I beg your Excelleney to
p:ty on g0 many souls; there are more than 400
prisoners at this moment untru-l at Brussels, suffer-
ing from the stunting of their moral and velipious
tstinets
I heg of you carnesily thun ever no
longer to refuke prigoners and condemned men fa-
silities for confessing to n priest, to whom it is hu-
manly possible to open their minds with full confi-
dence. They huve gone so far as to refuse a Belgian

*Note—The Cardinal llu Belglun for Rome on
Juouary 12 and returned 21,

maore

A BELGIAN WHO HAS PLAYED A TRIC
“UNBEARABLE,” MERCIER S REBUKE TO VON

P”
SSING

“Prisoners Are Robbed of All Comfort for Thelr Souls and
Jxposed to Dangers of Moral Depression,” Cardinal
Says as He Goes to See the Pope

priest to men sentenced to death, Your Exce!loncy.
who has n pious roul, will understand that these facts
vouse the indignation of a believing people and are
for us pastors a real torlure, Surely at the moment
ol death has not the condemned man wishes and de.
ez to express which ean only be told to one in
whom he has full confidence?

I have left unanswered till now the letter No.
10637, which your Excellency addressed me dated
December 15, 1915, beeause I had looked upon this
letter us a conclusion to a ¢orrespondence, already
long-drawn-out, about the ministry and preaching of
wr clergy.

But vour Excelleney hag inclosed with this let
extract from the Vinglieme Siecle, which
might glve room for a misunderstanding, Your Ex-
welleney underlines in 4 correspondence alleged to
lwve been sent from Brussels to Havre a passage
where it is snld: “The example which has been given
toothe Belgian clevgy by the head of the episcopnte,
the progiram he has degwn ap for them in his famous
s lunl. h-l!nr. have fired the zeal of the mosgt faint-
I conjecture that the intention of your Ex

wlleney in ealllng my uattention to these two lines (&
to insinuate that if unpuarded words be spoken in
vhureh the author of the pastoral letter of November,
1014, would be reaponsible.

In the days of January, 1015, T had the
lonor of writing to your Excellency that my lette
would keep un the courage of our people and
wonld prevent the seditious uproar which the German

tthorities, in their alarm, expected. Sure ng T was
of my pround, 1 refused to withdraw my letter and
gibve oprders to the clergy to read it. A whole year's
pxperience must have proved to the most nc-:-\:mnl.\i i
ninds that my forecasts were eorrect and that there
fore we ought to he of one mind in wishing to har-
monize the vegulations and disciplinary mensures of
the weeupying power with' the respect due fo the
sitriotism and the national the Belginn
poople, In substance, this is what the article in the
Vingtirme Siecle means and in that sense 1 ean only
weree with it

oronn

hoartei.”

early

dignity of

Kindly nceept, gir, the assur sineere
paterm,

Slgned)

ance of my

D, J. CARDINAL MERCIER,
Archbithop of Malines

CHAPTER XXII

Renewed Complaints of Baron Von Bissing

Concerning the Preaching of the Clergy

Bruasels,
1914,
Avelibizhop of

Gavernment General of Belginum,
1AL 2088 Mebrucry 24,
To His Eminence Cavdinal Mercier,

Malipes,

I awrite to Je!_f'm'm your Entivence that on the 1ath
Wittembarg, in tin

Flebruayy inst. the Vipey

corrae of a sermon preached in the Chureh of St
as follows: “The German

Tl wow the Pope haa only

Aliee, expreseed himself
poople is a lging people.

heavd the German varsion,
version, Tlhe
Pope at 1
iill bhe bne

the Belgians.

now he heara the Belgian
Cardinal of Malines wag received by the
sime fine ag another Belgion priest; he
koin 2 fow days with very good news for
The Germans will he mada veaponunible
for all that linz taken place in Belgium; the Belgians

will et o shice of Gormany.”
T'he Vien
]

fu LN

p ilie mh“’.q lasz (If!‘t‘urf‘l; (PR AR BTE- 0

aint, Your Eminence, in your letter of

Devembior &, 1915, had answered that yon lhad not

heen able to corry thrownl the investigation yow heid

« T4 HFI I'fr.

hegun il

I now beg wour Eminence to tell sie how pou
il eall this priest to wovount for hiy mishehuvior,
and what steps yow are thinking of taling to prevent
progehers in the fulure from making in the pulpit
.-’n"r menis which, first, are slanders of the German
nation and therafore of the army of occtipation: sec-
ond, are of a natwre to disturb and rouse the Belgion
wople to revolt, and, thivd, eve quite foreign to the
proacher's office.
Aceept, your Eminenos, the wishes of wy sincere
cRLOETN.

BARON VON BISSING,
Licutenant General.

(Signed)
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Archbishop's Huouse, Malines,
March 6, 10186,
To His Excellency Baron von Bissing, Governor Gén=
eral, Brussels.

Sir—Having returned a few days ago to Belgium,
I deem it a duty to thank your Excellency with all
sineerity for the faeilities you granted me for ne-
complishing my journey to Rome. I could only cons,
gratulate myself, both in going and coming back, on
the courteous attentions which were shown me
throughout my journey and at the frontier.

Your Excellency's dispateh No, 2021, February
19, reminds me that on the date, December 3, 1 said
I had not been able to corry through an investiga-
tion which had then been requested of me about the
iermons of the Rev. Wittemberg, viear of St. Alice,
As a matter of fact T did not know up to now and 1
still do not kmow whnt are the exuct grievances
about which I eught to institute an investigation, But
thig time your Excellency calls my attention to a ser-
sermon preached by the same M, Wittemberg on Feb-
ruary 13, and you glye details of the theme for which
the preacher is held blameworthy. I forthwith sume
moned the vicar to the .ll‘l]llll!\hﬂp.‘a house and this
i in substance the explanation he has given me: “The
wigt of my sermon,” =aid he, “was to comment on
the parable of the grain of mustard seed and the
leaven, I expatinted on the wondrous growth of the
church from ita very beginning and the transforma-
tion effeeted in the world by the preaching of the
gospel.  In my peroration, 1 spoke of the prestige
of the pupucy ut the present time, 'All eyes are
turned on Benedict XV,  All nations vie with one
another for his sympathy. Till now Belgium had had
no opportunity to make the voice of her bishops heard,
hut ous archbighop and anathey member of the Belgian
hievarchy are in Rome. We must all have confidenca
in them. 1t is, of course, difficult for the Holy Father
to e the truth in the midst of different and often
apposite versions, which come to him from every side.
But let ug be of pood hope; alveudy there is a rumor
ifloat thal his Holiness hag (old the bishop of Namur
that if he were one «ny invited to the peace nogotia-
tions, he would put down as a first condition the lib-
eration of Belginm."

The vienr protests that he has not necused the
German nation of Iying and that he has said nothing
to suggest the idea of territorial conquest.

There have probably been twu mismulmu‘tmulings.
The first passage gave rise to the fivat, and the see-
ond pazsage to the gecond.

The vicar offered to give me, i 1 wanted, the
notes which he made use of in pn-n-'n'r" 1 deemed
it superfluous to ask him for them. but if your Ex-
eolleney desires supplementory explanations, I shall
think it my duty to aceept the offer which has been
made to me.

Accepl, dear Governor Uenoral, the expression of
my sincere esteom,

(Signed) D J, CARDINAL: MERCIER,
\rehbishop of Malines.

Bruggele,
Mareh 0, 1015,

cier,

Crobernmen! Gyenernl
oA 2880,
To ”: Iminene
Maltines.
14 a sequel Lo my letier P, A, L 2121, of Febru-
ary 20,1 Yring this to your Eninence’s notice that the
Viear Wittembervy, of the Churel of St. Alice, 10 .
Bruggels, hay been gullty of w newe mindemennor by
making in fig germon of Febrnary 27 etatenonts of o
political nature. Conweguently, I beg yowr Eminence
o let e kuow at onee whethor I may veat quite af-
ared that the Viewy Wittenbery will be compelled
by ecetesiasiical wuthority to conjine limszelf 1within
the limite of hia ministerial office.
I offer to your
(inpere esleon..
(Sigwed)

of Relginm,

Cuedinal Mer Avrelibishop of

f‘,';lrluu‘r'r'r' ".’-r‘ [t _,'."'r‘."fn" (!f IH”
BARON VON BISSING,
Livwtenant General,

This letter vemained for the time being without an
WIEWEY,

I'he controversy about patriotic acls wus not, how
ever, ended, 1t will again be the subject of long dis-
cugsions bolween the Cardinal, the Governor General
and the hend of his political depurtment, Baron von dep
Lanecken,
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