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IJaﬁgér Signc;l:s Fc_zge Railroads

i

Transportation Systems, When Operating Under Hybrid Manage-
ment, Will Have Many Critics, Especially Advocates of
Plumb Nationa'ization Plan

By CLINTON W. GILBERT
=tafl Correspomirnt of Evening Public Ledier

Captivialit, daad, Uy Pubi sedger o,
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swieels of privately

Washington, Nov. =

aning 1o tste soon thie

operated  rallronds.

How soon sobody knows, for 16 15 typicnl of
the ineompetenes with whiceh this situation is
that  the
theetitoning to rotaen  the
owiiets il forner operniors ut the end of
the yeur, thiore shinll Lo uo suitable
l--pi;lmiu:. providing for their roturn,

Thelr return under vireumstanees
will work geave linedships nnd at the same
i vear sinee the signing
of the armistice, &% hus no pluns for

the re-cstablislient of prisnte oper ion.
That i will ennet aoything before the end
o the veur o oue bellpves,

Back to Old System

Wihnt Congress, in Hs wisdom, is bkely to
provide is w return fo governnienl vegulution
of euilrouds by the lutepstate Commeres
Commission, a system which brought the
railroads to the verge of baukruptey, which
stopped  railrond l|"\‘i'|l']llll('l_1l. u_'h_ir-ll re-
sulted in n grave transportiation crisis ot the
putbronk of the war and forced the govern

President s
vomids  to  their

Liedtig o pproue v

Vhiongh
s

fine, thongh it
iL'on

operation, Dot all the faults that are to be
fouw® in the operation of the railronds {o-
duy tee to be found cqually in every serviee,
in hotels and  restaurants, telegeaph  and
telophone compmuivs, In stores, in the home
itself, They are the coustquence of the wur,
the result of o shortuge of Inbor aud of in
croused  costy eyerywliore,

But by inferenee the railrond propogandy
lins Paised the hope that wothe ronds dre
aguin under private ownership everything the
public hos cause to comwpliin of pow will
instuntly and ns if by mogic disappear. The
eallvowds will at opse resippe thelr old high
efficieiey For o costly und vesteieted and
uncertnin seevive will be substituted o cheap,
tubuodant wond vegilar servics,

The vallvomds, under privite ownership,
will be under the common burden of costly
and inadequnte lubor. Where the nation hins
gone oo growing they have been unable to
explain.  Yeaply they linve beeome under
goveroment regulation less qualified to per-
form their task, It is wot icconceivable for
n time at least after their return to private
operation they will do worse thon they are
doing now under government direction, This
is at least us likely ‘as that any marked im-
provement will promptly appear.

Hybrid Management Next

e e ——

A TROPICAL PARK |

HE purk in Leon is but a garden
Whiere gruss and rosos grow together
It bhas uo ordinance, and no warden,
‘Except the weather,

The paths are made of sand so fine
That they are always smooth anid ueat;
Sunlight and moonlight make them shine,
And g0 one's feet,

Neem ever to tread on magic ground
That glisteny and whispers curionsly,
Forsund, when you tread it, has the gound

Of the seu,
—Salamon, de la Selva,

—— e

The sheriff’s Louse Lias been “sold over
Iig head" and bhe hus beon obliged to move.
Foreed to swallow n dose of his own med]-
vine, lie hus tukeu it like u good sport.

When Senator Knbx speaks of a blunket
reservation it is understood he menns a wet
blanket, That is the only kind he lias been
handling during the pence discussion. -

Circumstances permit o houscholder to
get conl without a permit, but he still needs
to hivve money to burn,

When the peace treaty Is passed at last
tdespite his opposition he will doubtless be
n Lodge of Sorrow.

Tt in the careless driver tifut makes the
trafic cops cross at crossings,

o tre campaign mannger 1ok Dot
Monday, Lot u
Snndn}' thought «

tion.

H the “drive"” succes
of it; let 08 feel thut
ta gave the orchestr

For save it we should,

And save it

Now, all togeth
according to his

rehim.

e ers of factories

kruptey hodause

This I8 not sald in any prejudice against
rige 1 £ 0w | preivate operstion, but the thing which will
come will not be full peivate operation, but
thut DLybrid thing that has worked badly
for sceveral vears, that mixture of private
operation  aud  government  interference
widelh will be emphasized by the tendencies
of the Cununing bill,

Is one of the !
the swate, [le
ol the govern-
to-aperntion of

postiastor of Hareisburg and
best politicnl observers of

lowves Harrishurg, the
menut, wnd belipves that 1l
municipalities on lines oeensionnl]s SOLRLRA
to in the Philndelyphin cam would not
anly lielp Philadelpiiia, b of
tlie  sinte, e thinks T
shffored wvery lurgely sl eriticinn
within amd thut the s for B
gent rul cmpaign of boosting The: ¢ty on
the 8 Torn Bl ‘lu i
more exultd position noit pow m'l-upi.-.._
and Brather Stuvkpole taking o linnd in
i

pivnt operation of the roads. In piluee ‘.-I
yeelition by one eommission, the l'lmn_rnln-
bill, which in one form or another is likels
th pass, provides for regulation by twa com-
misgions.  The only step forwdrd is the
diolnration that it ix  the poliey of the
Upited States that the railronds could be
consolidated in not lexs thun twenty and not
more than thirty -five great systems. But this
prospective  consolidation is hedged  about
with the stitement that competition shall
b preservid  whenever practicable,  and
with the provision that it shall take place
only with the approval of the vegulative
Lol fes
Change Comes at Critical Time

The railroads will go back to  private
gperntion at i grive moment. The best in-
formed persons look for a conl shoriage this
winter, if the weather is hnrlnr_nH:.' cold and
trffie Is normidly interfered with by snow-
storms.  To that prospeet t.lf a copl short-
uge is added the complication qu the coul
sirike. Even though the sirike ix “-?Ilvri. the
Joss dn production will be felt by industry,
fur the fupel problem i 0 hand-tosmoenth
problom.  The boluee s dilente wud any
dikturbauee upsets it

frn addition, the process of returning Lhe
roitds (o private ownpegship will cause con-
fusion, Senator Cumming declured in the
wennte the other duy thit the t'lupllu\'rh of the
rablronds  were nlready dn.-nu-rldmuli by m
|\r$]n’l‘! uf u change of operators. That de-
moralization will go on umi! the ol -
PILATS nre once more l‘aulil‘llh’hl'd iu_||w|r
old plaves, and coufusion will come in all
at o wmwomoent when, unless all
the conl shortage will be eritieal,

Know?

bitien, but the relation that aprears to
exist between the Pnblic Seryvie

tion and the state’s Ttititios (
Mr. Edwards will not e able to ev
that It will haunt
trouble him after )l the hopes
promises of the “wers” and “dr
ulike forgotten.
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Quiz
1. Who was the Rev, John Jasper®
What phrase did he coin?
What i the Volstend Inw?
What wias the nationality of Hendrik
Hudson
0. “'11|ul unfinished novel did Thackeray
eaved
Over what kingdom did Kamehameha the
Great rule?
. What Is the capital of Sinm?
Whe was Tacitus?
Of what people did he write?
What treaty ended the Mexican Wap?

Anawers to Yesterday's Quiz

The Turks won Constantinople in 1453,

. Albert  Gallatin  was a  distinguished

American  statesman  and  finaneier,
Ile was one of the negotintors of the
treaty of Ghent with Epgland in
1814, was weeretary of the treasury
from 1501 until 1814 and for several
seurs  represented  Peonnsylvanin  in
Congress. He ranks ns one of the
greatest of American financiers,  He
was born in Switeerland in 1761 and
died in New York in 184D,

Bugar and pineapples are the chief ex-
ports of Hawaii.

Sulisbury steak is now the prevalent”
post -bellum nume for Hamburg steak,

continusl
nployed to the

]y T . plg
I ISEne. 1ise 1o ) Ak
ol cities
fran

It is weither one thing nor the other, nor
huas it the virtues of either one, nnd it will
sturt to function ut A trying time when
efficiont privately run businesses free from
government regulation ure having difficulty
in approuchivg their old stundurids,

We are golug then to veturn to the private
ownership of railroads, under o system which
has failed, in pursoance of a plan hastily
concelved, ut & moment when n coul short -
age threatens, when labor is xcnree and when
servives of all kinds are demoralized, with
roads whose development has been prevented
fram keeping pace with industry, and yet
with*the publie expectations aroused by nn
unwise propangunda. Plaloly the people are
going to be disappointed. ’

The theory appurently Is that it makes
little difference how bid that disappointment
s apnee the transfer of the ronds to the old
operators is aceomplished. Al the same, 8
eriticul time is before the railronds and the
country. Every bit of public disuppointment
is going to be turned to uecount.

Fyery fault, every failure of the ruilroads
woder private owpership s golug to  be
geized upon,  To place of the old oecisional
wnti-railroud pgitator, in place ol the La
Follettes, spd the HMoke SBmithe of & decade
or &0 ngo, 4w vast conptry-wide organise-
tion, the most perfect orgunization that ever

I roads shall be
the unimpe

procession through

Liny
LOLU PR led

the wehanon s I

he SO T Futtire vitiks il
This is what  jedustrin]l  demoerney

means, and it is the legitimate ehild of

politieal democracy. !
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Phore e anotfer difheulty. Extravagunt
pxpevtations hiwve been raised in the public
mind by the propagandn the railvay ownecs
huve cotiducted nguinst _rmir-‘uui -'-‘n-rn:.i.."
by the government. This propsganda had
f;u- jts object to convinee the publie that
“vernrm-m operation wis & failure, and to
insure the prompt return of the eailronds by
the goverpment to the old operators.  But
the critles of government operation have
overdone it.  They have ereated the im-
pression that ull that in the matter with the
rallvomls, all the faults of serviee since the
wir, are due to the ineficieney of government
ownership, thot high rates, less frequent
traink, dolays in shinments, poor meals in
the dining coars, crowded oars, can all be
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entered futo Amerlean politica except the
Aunti-Saloon League, numely, the Plumb Plun
League.  This league bas money, It has
members everywhere. It hn organizers In
the field all over the country, It has ex-
tremely intelligent divection, 10 there s a
dul shortage the Plumb planners will polnt
out why, If freight rates go up the league
will muke an srgument on that, In indus-
trinl centers the league will seck congress-
men pledged to patlonalieation, and may
eanlly send many governimnent owpership men
to Congress, It is a eritieal time for the
rinllrouds.
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5. The hnttlv-__uf Creey wus won by the
English “over the French in 18

Creey is & soall town in northern

France in the

Homme,

. Lindley M. Gurrlon was President
Wilson's first secretary of war,

. Most of the scenes in Shakespears's
*Oithello’™ are Iaid in the island of
Cyprus.

Key West is the southernmost city i't
the United States,

. Matiocination s formal reasoning, ess
pecially by means of syllogisms.

Mury, Queen of Boots, was the great-
seanddaghter of Heory VII,
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