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of Tarzan, Each Complete in Itself |
- . his torture-laden death. He halted | while they bound him? A half he

.
he heard the notes of 15| of desperate endeavor i

as he e notes of Tantor's them that they could not, and s ]

Mbonga, who, like all good rulers,

s .
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miliar, pungent odor close at hand,! foods. Ment, ment, meat! Tt was|
FRORE, 1019, by Bdgar Rice Burrouoht | gnd o moment later there loomed be-| always meat that Tarzan of the
HE CAPTURE OF TARZAN neath him a huge, gray-black bulk| Apes hunted; but sometimes mnal; 4 | cali d raising his head
® black warriors lahored in the forging steadily along the jungle eluded him, as today. | : { | S8 BNRE HeSWE. S I BAYe YNt
nid heat of the jurgle's stifling | trail. Tarzan seized and broke a| And as he roamed the jungle his ' |to a terrifying scream that sent cold had cireled in the safety of the backs
With war spears they small tree limb, and at the sudden active mind busied itself not alone cchills  through the superstitious ground, called to one to work his
i the thick, black loam and  cracking sound the ponderous fizure with his hunting, but with many blacks and caused ‘the warriors who|Way in and spear the vietim. Grads
 deep layers of rotting vegeta- | halted, Great ears were 1hrnwn.nthrr‘sul_\jrcts. He had a habit of ‘guarded him to leap back e,‘m,l.‘il.llllly,. through the milling, battling
1 With heavy-nailed fingors they forward, and a long, supple trunk recalling often the events of the pre- | though thei F % men, the warrior approached the ob-
- away the disintegrated rose quickly to wave to and fro in|ceding days and hours. He lived | oug eir prisoners arms wem.| jeet of his quest,
from the center of the .ge.nld-aon‘n‘h of the seent of an enemy, over his visit with Tantor; he cogi- g e 7 e - rsocqrely bound behind him, |  He stoodswith poised spear abova i
trail. Often they ceased their \l’hl]l:‘ two weak little eyes pﬂ‘ru:d | tated upon the digging blacks and g O 4 ) . i With raised spears they eneircled|hin head waiting for the instant that v
to aquat, restigg and goasip- | suspiciously and futilely about injthe strange, covered pit they had / ' 3 &7 'him as for a moment longer he stood | would expose a vulnerable part o!
& with T}‘ch '.u‘h:i?r' Tt e :‘;1:::1 ﬂ!fm;h'(‘“:tzlr-fll‘i: (l‘fis ‘hr:;n::fl':rl‘ Jl:nflti ::};!i?:’\:i]::;“ {1:1:1:‘:::;1:32[ ;ﬁ:ll listening.  Faintly from the dis-| the ape-man's body and still not en-
the pit they were digging. : g tance came snother, an answering!d"““" one of the blacks. Closer
|ery, and Tarzan of the Apes, satis-

inst the boles of nearby trees Way. ‘and closer he edged about, follow-
their long. oval shields of  Tarzan laughed aloud and came ing the movements of the twisting,
fied, turned and quietly pursued his ecuffling combatants, The growls of . |
way toward the hut where he was to the ape-man sent cold chills up the
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wiag beyvond the great gray dread-
nought of the jungle, he stood with
blinking eyes and gently swaying
trunk as though drinking in every

A warrior turned his eyes upward
from the melee, Above him towered
the gigantic bulk of the pachyderm,
| the little eyes flashing with the re-

creased so that they soon desisted, They came and pushed him into the | fected Tight St EK ﬁ;:r::‘:.'::;

half l'lelifving that this ﬂtrﬂngc white | open, w‘hen his Appearance Wwas ! frixhtful' terrifying.

giant was & supernatural being and | greeted by wild shouts from the as-| screamed, and as he screamed, the
&0 was immune from pain. |sembled villagers. - |sinions trank swsCEEd Lim, [t

As they appronched their village To the stake they led him, and as| 1™ high sbove ,ﬁ;‘e,';gz“‘};,;;‘:
st:md_. . | they shouted aloud the victorious | they pushed him roughly against it d

‘Fight!" growled Tal;;:.:ln. ""I‘ht!y|erh\s of successful warriors, so that|preparatory to binding him there o o' h T
are coming Lehind you.” But Tan-| by the time they reached the gate, securely for the dance of death that Another andh ""m;t m; th:ntol'
U;T- the Flt’thtlﬁf. ig ilhhl-lze buhm]}l" dancing and waving their spears, a |would presently encirele him, an";:?cthhefo{u;:': :h:m ‘:nyrioght li’i:p:ﬂ-
3 ; . _— o of nerves, and now he was halfgreat crow , wome i |zan sed his mighty thews | ' /
the less difficult because he was Buto, angered and mystified by panic-stricken by terror. ic‘.'thildren ng"fg::;:rer‘l‘ﬂf}"‘::e '“;: vith W: :inl;;l:s m}_}f\‘:t‘.‘rf::w\::“::g left, where they lay either moaning

not handicapped by the second-hand, the strange disappearance of his R ; uiet, as death came slowl
and usually erroneous, judgments of prey, wheeled and charged fran- Before him yawned the pit, how |greet them and hear the story of a:;ted th::j }1?08}::93 E‘h.c;:zgstkh whil:'r :: ::31;:. ' " Y
secur is hands. Like thought,

s ] : bty . far he did not know, but to right and | their adv
A ears could detect the shrill and others. tically in another direction, which 2 =il Rl |their adventure. ) : At a distance Mbonga raiffed:his
i ':;: :‘};:“ a‘;;hethe?:tulmﬁ piercing summons of the spe-man— | And ag he puzzled over the cov- chanced to be not the direction of ]tfafatch:.flih !h:wlfrm“;}lll Ju“gh’] :}':'! As the eyes of the villagers fell for quickness, he leaped f?mard!warriors. His greedy ei'ea had noted
;nd a:r them: at inten'nlspa- and when Tarzan was squatted upon  ered pit there loomed suddenly be- Tarzan's flight, and so the ape-man rent bcngt turrl.t:d 1.|add ‘:ﬂsquiai hi'upon e Nt e wgnt wild, | SIACHE. he. WHALIOS Nekreat hlm'- & |the great ivory tusks of the bulk
in the bottom of the pit hl;s his head, Tantor would lumber fore his mental vision a huge, gray- came in safety to the trees and con- ’:n les and bur ‘tshi 5 Iy'a &= 'I-md Seavy o fol]_opon‘ in_aston-| blow sent.nne to earth, as, growling The first panic of terror relidved, ha
Phement bit increased nf‘l'r‘\\'a-‘ through the jungle in any direction black bulk which lumbered ponder- tinued on his swift way through the Lhrf)u;zh ahe aolibcl “,aB“ Lagsia:‘;iﬁ";hmeﬂt;nﬁ ':d':“,’d“ht}" For months jand sm;‘rllr{g-. the brenal-man Ica}’:f’iurged his men forward to attack
. .t s ® which his rider bade him go. It was ously along a jungle trail. Instantly forest, [ : 5 X |they had lived in perpetual terror upon the breast of another. 18] with their heavy elephant spears
':t:ﬁ::p:;::l r:\l.’:r ’::::l:i‘i ?,!; ::s the power of the man-mind over that | Tarzan tensed to the shock of a sud-|  Some distance dhead of him Tan- l\;&gn{l.;;l;m}::ir;hat would have stopped Il;f H_Wsll'd, Whlit‘e d(‘mltm ;-'l'iﬂmdh“t f"‘“gi‘ w”;"h‘hu”]“‘l mstant!_vl '2 the , .t ias they cume'Tnntfr swungpfr":
e i : 2 of the brute and it was just as ef- den fear. Decision and action tor moved steadily along the well- - ¥ |few had ever glimpsed and lived to | jugular of his adversary and then a| o :

| arrangement of leaves and ¢ i y g halt hundeed binek: xisr hid lonped‘za" to his broad head, and, wheeling,

bnﬂ'llﬂ hide, and the spears of | cloger above the head of the pachy-
l be imprisoned. | warrior's spine, causing him to go
skins, beneath whichi rolled ¢p, deer, in less Tearful than you— v
surrounding village the ape-man|tack from those merciless teeth and
of us many Numas as | have toes
| H 1 H e
i he hut he saw Higher he raised his spear, tensing ~ |
of laughtor hroke upon his great trees, trembles with fear at t t he 8 the women laying | 4 :
: [the jungle just beyond the palisade
ting nostrilz; then he wheeled oo juon either a sign of contempt ;
. | coming of Tantor. | quick glance in the direction of the -
A hundred yards away, deep in the oumi down and the beast’s tail | -~
i ; |better than Tantor knew himaelf, the subjugation of the ape-man, 4
bead. Numa hud dined well, slep was_not long kept in suspensze, how- |
: ’ [panic of terror which the scent of | Th saw the licade belly and
S0 Now he lifted his muzzle and sniffed vouth dropped lightly to the broad e ph y
|gavage breast, and as, night drew|though built of straws, and an in-
himself at length, he I g
\which he was, he resigned himself 1, right and left the blacks fled,
'.-_Bl'ﬂ”lnﬂ)' plumaged hirds with heneath the great ears, he talked to
: ing, working, working with the bonds ' with Tarzan heard and made good
md scolding, swung through the gtood every word that he said.
'hands before they came to lead him | gpmpattle that they failed to note the
F ing jungle with all its myriad though the small talk of the wild
T {and smiled a cold, grim smile. He| poting furiousl Ab th he
E ] | g furiously. ove them
spots in God's great universe.
{of his white teeth into the throats ;,n he found Tarzan, bloody, but
L
& leafy tree limb, a gray-eved youth s, .0 matter of fact it was the ploaz- laltiost upon’ him before his Weak | which they hald hive wrath before they over-
ined, smoldered beneath the lad's joyed, and the close proximity of wrodding brought no outward evi-|feathered warriors—even more hid-
2 a8 these it was who had slain child, hnd once fearlessly approached **The sinuous trunk encireled him and hurled him far after the fireing erowd"’ hand,
\
ed well to watch them, avid as he fijondliness which filled his own

8 who were doing the scooping. | derm,
* jcarefully lest he miss at the first
d muscles, supple in the per- o, Tantor, the elephant, greatest The afterncon wore on. From the|
. : heard the bustle of preparation for | mighty hands. -
B A reed buck, stepping warily along ' y0n my feet and fingers upon my
' ] ‘ y - . \ |his muscles, rolling beneath his
ed ears. For a moment he stood tha cound of a broken twig."” .. ) A\ 1 . |the cooking fires and filling their s g I
ik P b / | ) F%’ above it all his ears were bent across | came a thunderous crashing., The |
d fled noiselessly from the tervify-' (oo Givh of relief, was Tantor's only ‘ g i 3 o f J R A y B SN A - !
: . Even Tarzan but half believed he ! disturbance, as did the others of the
£ gle of impenetrable jungle, dropped to normal; but his eyves =still b
: {He knew the timid heart which lay| In the glare of the fires they saw
suntil almost daybreak and it had ve- | woor as to_the whereahouts of the ! ¥ 4 ey
l ? T ) ( |the Gomangani inspired within that|sway inward. They saw it burst as
“the air, caught the acrid scent spoor head of his old friend.
< . . on, hope died within his heart and | stant later Tantor, the elephant,
‘man. But Numa was well filled, | drummed with his bure toes upon ;
a low, disgusted grunt he rose the {hick hide, and w2 his fingers
to meet the fate which awaited him. | sereaming in terror. Some who hov-
ous voices darted from tree to Tantor of the gossip of the jungle
[that held his wrists. Very slowly theid escape, but a half dosen thers
ying limbs above the black war- Much there was which Tarzan
out to be butchered, and if be did— snnroach of the giant tusker,
y like the swarming streets of a
) could imagine the feel of soft flesh gionped, his sensitive trunk weaving
‘-.'ﬁ But were they alone? :
lape-man drdpped to the giound in|their spears, yet with every manifes- lof kis fosmen. d
tehed with esger intentness their .| io IR S i T ! ; ed him!
ant, friendly voice and caressing | eves permitted him to recognize his When they discovered that their power im
m ] e " : . . B : 3 " o
t desire to know the purpose }. “hom he had often borne upon Stop!” eried Tarzan, and the | dence of suffering, their awe in-|aous than nature had intended them
beloved Kala. For them there po creat bull, assuming upon the Tarzan turned and kicked aside
for greater knowledge of the ...

t glistened upon their smooth, |  wpenior! Tuntor!™ he cried, “Bara,
: y [east and lay himself open to an at-
on of nature's uncontaminated | of the jungle folk, with the strength
_ the feast. Through the doorway of| At last he found an opening. |
 trail toward water, halted as 81 hande.  Tantor, who can uproot ¥
y - | glistening, ebon hide, and then from
fuesque but for His sensitively 4 umbling  noise, which might earthen caldrons with water; hut.'g 3 "
|the jungle in eager listening for the|spear-head paused, the black east & -
presence of man. reply as the uplifted trunk and ears ]
. \ ; 1 ' [would come, He knew Tantor even | blacks who were not occupied with
fama, the lion, raised his massive ool about in search of Tarzan, He
! ; in the giant body. He k the c i A
fRutred much noise to awaken him.' gne.man. for a second later the 4 y new the a huge bulk topping the barrier.
Then streteh- N Al AR : SR ¢ / EaN | VT - _ |
of the reed buck and the heavy scent jpg full 3 . S5 T S ¥ I L7 L.
{in the stole calm of the wild beast|thundered down upon them. |
- and slunk away." seratched the more tender surfaces
All afternoon he had been work-| areq upon the verge of the strife”
Little monkey® chattering s though the great heast under-
they were giving. He might free his| wore go wrapt in the blood-madness
. Yet they were alone, for the . 14 make Tantor understand, and
Tarzan licked his lips in anticipation,|  {Ipon these Tantor charged, trum:
t metropolis, iz one of the lone-
 beneath his fingers and the sinking'nmong them, and there, at .the bot-
LSl Above them, lightly balanced upon » - rempat reintic e
word of it with keenest appreciation. the center of the trail. Tantor was tation of the superstitious awe in taete his Be-wiid:dad m‘!tﬂl battling.
y move. The fire of hate, re-|p 40 hehind his ears which he en- . At last they came-—painted, be-
old friend
the black men's labors. Such & pi. pack since Tarzan, as a little SaSE basay:halted ‘to: ther . (Puilitind
piild be naught hut enmity, vet he part of the pachyderm the same ! some of the brush which hid the pit.
ys of man.

He compared perceptions and ar- with a catlike leap that carried him
rived at judgments. He compared above the threatening horn to the
judgments, reaching conclusions— broad back of the rhinoceros. An-|
not always correct ones, it is true, other spring and he was on the |
but at least he used his brain for the ground behind the brute and racing
purpose (od intended it, which was like a deer for the trees.

Instantly Tantor saw and under-

In the years of their association
Tarzan had discovered that he pos-
L W . sessed an inexplicable power to gov-
tr::ou lh}:.r;h;w?dhl:r o::sti:'lr:ﬂl}l ern and direct his mighty friend. At
’ six sxcsvntors Tarzan could his bidding, Tantor would come from
guess the purpos.e of 50 great a a great distance—as far as his keen

| He saw the pit grow in depth 1n-
& great hole yawned the width of

which completely hid from fective as though both fully under-|usually occurred simultaneously in worn elephant trail, and ahead of Tarzan, standing upon the edge Ofidoscrlbo.

Tantor a erouching, black warrior
listened intently in the middle of the
path. Presently he heard the sound
for which he had been hoping—the
snapping sound which
heralded the approach of an ele-
phant.

To his right and left in other parts
of the jungle other warriors were
watching. A low signal, passed
from one to another, apprised the
most distant that the quarry was
afoot. Rapidly they converged
toward the trail, taking positions in
trees down wind from the point at
which Tantor must pass them. 8i-
lently they waited and presently
were rewarded by the sight of a
mighty tuskér carrying an amount
of ivory in his long tusks that set
their greedy hearts to palpitating.

No eooner had he passed their
positions than the warriors clam-
bered from their perches. No longer
were they silent, but instead clapped
their hands and shouted as they
reached the ground. For an instant
Tantor, the elephant, paused with
upraised trunk and tail, with great
ears uppricked, and then he swung
on along the trail at a rapid, shuf-
| fling pace—straight toward the cov-
ered pit with its sharpened stakes
upstanding in the ground.

Behind him came the yelling war-
riors, urging him on in the rapid
flight which would not permit a care-
ful examination of ‘the ground before |
him. Tantor, the elephant, who
could have turned and scattered his
adversaries with a single charge, fled
like a frightened deer—fled toward
a hideous, torturing death, |

And behind them all came Tarzan,
of the Apes, racing through the|
jungle forest with the speed and
'agility of @ squirrel, for he had heard
the shouts of the warriors and had |
interpreted them correctly., Onee he |
juttered a piercing call that rever-

i Wiew the work the black men had
ormed.
When they were done they sur-
pyed their handiwork with evident
tisfaction, and Tarzan surveyved it,
. Even to his practiced eye there
nained scarce a vestige of evi-
that the ancient game trail
been tampered with in any way.
Bo absorbed was the ape-man in
alation as to the purpose of the

sred pit that he permitted the hand, there _were
ks to depart in the direetion of Others to satisfy his hunger. I
ir village without the usual bait- Was less particular as to his diet
which had rendered him the ter. than Tantor, \:I:ho would eat only the
of Mbonga’s people and had af- bark of certain trees, and the wood
ded Tarzan both a vehicle of re. of others, while a third appealed to

and a source of inexhaustible him only through its leaves, and
these, perhaps, just at certain =zea-

Mle as he would, however, he 5008 of the year.

ght.

gould not solve the mystery of the

paled pit, for the ways of the ter part of his life in filling his im-
were still strange ways to Mmense stomach against the needs of
They had entered his jungle his mighty thews. It is thus with

a short time before—the first of 8!l the lower orders—their lives are

kind to encroach upon the age- 50 occupied either with searching for

supremacy of the beasts which food or with the processes of diges-

pd there. To Numa, the lion, to
antor, the elephant, to the great
s and the lesser apes, to each and
of the myriad creatures of this

e wild, the ways of man were

w. They had much to learn of
black, hairless creatures that

Tked erect upon their hind paws— | T8rzan but little, and Tantor not at
d they were learning it slowly, and 811 What the former knew was that
o he was happy in the companionship

lways to their sorrow,

. Shortly after the blacks had de- ©f the elephant.
B Tarsan sonng e:‘,;y %o the why. He did not know that because

il. Sniffing suspiciously, he cir-
d the edge of the pit. Squatting
on his haunche., he seraped away
little earth to expose one of the

burs. He sniffed at this,

hed it, cocked his head upon one | chak were now great, sullen brutes.
and contemplated it gravely for | They felt nor inspired but little affec-

1l minutes. Then he carefully
pred it, arranging the eafth as

gatly as had the blacks. This done, | ke
swung himself back among the | were far from satisfying or restful|
inches of the L ees and moved off |
h of his hairy fellows, the |

| bility. It was restful and satisfying
ice he crossed the trail of Numa, [to sprawl upon his rough pate and

@ lion, puusing for a moment to,
“a soft fruit at the snarling face |
enemy, and to taunt and il"llLl!tl
calling him eater of carrion |

T - apes of the tribe of Kerchak.

8l brother of Dango, the hyena.
2 F his yellow-green eyes round
il burning with concentrated hate,
gared up st the dancing figure
Ve Low growls vibrated his
by jJowls and his great rage
pmitted to his sinuous tail a
, whiplike motion; but realiz-
rom experience the futility
lanse argument with the
he turned presently and
into the tangled vegets-
id him from the view
tor. With a final
invective and an

there upon Tantor's back,
no meaning for either of them. Life,
as they saw it, consisted principally
in keeping their stomachs filled. To
Tarzan this was a less arduous lahor
than to Tantor, for Tarzan's stomach
was smaller, and being omnivorous,
food was less difficult to obtain.
one sort did not come readily to

stood its origin, though neither did. the life of the ape-man, and now

For half an hour Tarzan sprawled he was away through the leafy
Time had | branches ere the realization of the
pit's purpose had scarce formed in
hiz mind.

Swinging from swayving limb to
swaving limh, he raced through the
middle terraces where the trees
grew close together, Again he
dropped to the ground and sped,
silently and light of foot, over the
carpet of decaying vegetation, only
to leap again into the trees where
the tangled undergrowth precluded
rapid advance upon the surface.

In his anxiety he cast discretion
to the winds. The caution of the
beast was lost in the loyalty of the
man, and so it came that he entered
a large clearing, denuded of trees,
without a thought of what might lie
there or upon the farther edge to
dispute the way with him.

He was halfway across when di-
rectly in his path and but a few
vards away there rose from a clump
of tall grasses a half dozen chatter-
ing hirds. Instantly Tarzan turned
aside, for he knew=well enough what
manner of creature the presence of
these little sentinels proclaimed. Si-
multaneously Buto, the rhinoceros
sernmbled to his short legs and
charged furiously. Haphazard
charges Buto, the rhinoceros. With
hi= weak eyes he sees but poorly
even at short distances, and whether
his erratic rushes are due to the
panic of fear as he attempts to es-
cape, or to the irascible temper with
which he is generally credited, it is
difficult to determine. Nor iz the
matter of little moment to one whom
Buto charges, for if he be caught
and tossed, the chances are that
‘ummht will interest him thereafter.

If
always many
He

Tantor must needs spend the bet-

tion that they have little time for
other considerations. Doubtless it is
this handicap which has kept them
from advancing as rapidly as man,
who has more time to give to
thought upon other matters,
However, these questions treubled

He did not know

he was a human being—a mnormal,
healthy human being—he craved
gome living thing upon which to
javish his affection. His childhood
plavmates among the apes of Ker-

And today it chanced that Buto
bore down straight upon Tarzan,
across the few yards of knee-deep
gruss which separated them, Ac-
; % cident started him in ‘the direction
companions, Tantor was a great .o 4., aneman and then his weak
mountain of calm, of poise, of sta sveq discerned the enemy, and with
n series of snorts he charged straight
. . for him. The little rhino birds flut-
pour one’s vague hopes and aspira-| . .4 and circled about their giant
tions into the great ears which| . .4 Among the branches of the
flapped ponderously to and fro in a“‘{trc:_-s at the edge of the clearing, a
parent understanding. Of all the .. .. or more monkeys chattered
jungle folk, Tantor C“}““"‘?‘d“—'d Tar-| and scolded as the loud snorts of the
zan's greatest love since K‘“‘_h“d' angry beast sent them seurrying af-
been taken from him. Sometimes| frightedly to the upper terraces.
Tarzaun wondered if Tantor recipro-! Tarzan alone appeared indifferent
eated his affection. It was rlmluultl and serene.
to know. Directly in the path of the charge

It was the call of the stomach— |he stood. There had been no time to
the most compelling and insistent| geek safety in the trees beyond the
call which the jungle knows—that | clearing, nor had Tarzan any mind

tion. The younger apes Tarzan still
played with occasionally. In hig sav-
age way he loved them; but they

took:Tarzan finally back to the trees to delay his journey because of Buto, | the man-beast above their heads, nor | of his bonds while the blacks were |
and off in search of food, while Tan- | He had met the stupid beast before |did: Tantor, either, see or hear him, | carrying him, for fear they would | Mhonga Hhad restored quiet and or-

tor eontinued his interrupted jour-| and held him in greatest contempt.
ney in the opposite direction. And now Buto was upon him, the
For an hour the ape-man foraged. | massive head Jlowered and the long,
A lofty nest yielded its fresh, warm | heavy, horn inclined for the frightful
harvest. Fruits, ies and ten-| work for which nature had designed
plantain found wm_lm.mu_hm?dhh

Aot |

pie 3
AR !

| erackling,

berated through the jungle, but Tan- |

Itor, in the panic of terror, either
!failed to hear, or hearing, dared not
pause to heed.

Now the giant pachyderm was but
a few yards from the hidden death |
I]urking in his path, and the blacks,
certain of success, were sereaming |

| too late,

the pit, smiled as he watched Tan-

tor's undignified flight. Soon the the : :

defaeliy s | the paths almost within sight of the
blacks would come. It was best (ijapo gnd from the midst of their
that Tarzan of the Apes faded from companions as mysteriously and |

the sceme, He essayed a step from 'completely as though they had been |

the pit'ﬁ f‘dgf:" and as he thr(-w th{"?«“'ﬂ”ﬂ“’t‘d by the earth, and later, at
weight of his body ypon his left ..o their dead bodies had fallen,

foot, the earth erumbled away. Tar-
«an made a single herculean effort! t;r:;‘m the heavias, into: the'village

to throw himself forward, but it was o |
Backwardl’ and dowawad This fearsome creature had ap-|
he went toward the sharpened stakes

Warriors had dizappeared from

village, killed,

upon him and borne him to earth.
Striking, clawing and snapping
the ape-man fought—fought as his
foster people had taught him to
fight—fought like a wild beast cor-
nered. MHis strength, his agility, his
courage, and his intelligence ren-
dered him easily a match for half
n dozen men in a hand-to-hand
struggle, but not even Tarzan of the

peared by night in the huts of the APes could hope to successfully cope|

in the hottom of the pit.

When, a moment later, the blacks
came they saw even from a distance
that Tantor had eluded them, for the
size of the hole in the pit covering
was too small to have accommodated
the huge bulk of an elephant. At
first they thought that their prey.
had put one great foot through the |
top and then, warned, drawn back;y
but when they had come to the pit's|
verge and peered over, their eyes,
went wide in astonishment, for
quiet and still, at the bottom lay the
naked figure of a white giant. '

Some of them there had glimpsed
this forest god before and they drew
back in terror, awed by the prezence
which they had for some time be.
lieved to possess the miraculous
power of a demon, but others there
were who pushed forward, thinking !
only of the capture of an enemy,
and these leaped into the pit and
lifted Tarzan out. i

There was no scar upon his body, |
None of the sharpened stakes had
pierced him—only a swollen spot at
the base of the brain indicated the
nature of his injury. In falling |
backward his head had struck upon
the side of one of the stakes, render-

dences of an uncanny sense of hu-1

anid disnppnred.[“'ilh half a hundred.
leaving behind him in the huts with| Slowly they were overpowering
his dead strange and terrifying evi- | him, though u score of them bled |
from ugly wounds, and two lay very|
still beneath the trampling feet, and |
the rolling bodies of the contestants.

Overpower him they might, hut
could they keep him overpowered

—_—

mor,

But now he was in their power!
No longer could he terrorize them.
Slowly the realization of this dawned

| lumbered off into the jungle through ,

the great rent he had made in the
palisade.

when they aver that this animal
would not have rendered such serv-
ice to a man, but to Tantor, Tarzan
was not a man—he was but a fellow
jungle beast.

And so it was that Tantor, the ele-
phant, discharged an obligation te
Tarzan of the Apes, cementing even

imc)re closely the friendship that had

existed between them since Tarzan
as'a little brown boy rode upon Tan-
tor's huge back through the moonlit
jungle beneath the equatorial stars.

(The next complete .“‘Jungle Tale'®
will appear Suaturday, June 14.)

upon them. A woman, screaming,
ran forward and struck the ape-man
acrosg the face. Another and an-
other followed her example, until
Tarzan of the Apes was surrounded |

of natives.

And-then Mbonga, the chief, came, |
and laying his spear heavily across
the shoulders of his people, drove
them from their prey.

“We will save him until night,”|
he said. '

Far out in the jungle Tantor, thel
elephant, his first pani¢c of fear al-|
layed, stood with uppricked ears|
and undulating "trunk. What was|
passing through the convolutions of |
his savage braip? Could he be

! searching for Tarzan? Could he re-

call and measure the service the ape-
man had performed for him? Of
that there could be no doubt. But|
'did he feel gratitude? Would he

' —1.' \ :
by a fighting, clawing, yelling mobi HOtwkator

Elephant hunters may be right:

| distance toward their village when | of s man in danger, even though

ing him unconscious. The blacks have risked his own life to have
were quick to discover this, and  saved Tarzan could he have known
equally quick to bind their pri¥oner’s | the danger which confronted his
arms and legs before he should re- friend? You will doubt it. Any
gain consciousness, for they had one at all familiar with elephants
learngd to harbor a wholesome re-| will doubt it. Englishmen who have
spect for this strange man-beast hunted much with elephants in In-
that consorted with the hairy tree dia will tell you that they never
folk. |heard of an instance in which one

They had carried him but a short|of these animals has gone to the aid

the ape-man's eyelids quivered andilhe man had often befriended it.
raised. He looked about him won-| And sgo it is to be doubted that Tan-
deringly for a moment, and then full | tor would have attempted to over-
consciousnegs returned and he come his instinctive fear of the black
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and dancing in his wake, waving |realized the seriousness of his pre-
their war spears and celebrating in | dicament. Accustomed nlmoat_: from
advance the acquisition of the splen- | birth to relying solely upon his own
did ivory carried by their prey and | resources, he did not cast about for
the surfeit of elephant meat which | outside aid now, but devoted his
, would be theirs this night, | mind to & consideration of the pos-

men in an effort to succor Tarzan,
The sereams of the infuriated vil-
lagers came faintly to his sensitive
ears, and he wheeled, ag though in
terror, contemplating flight; but
something stayed him, and again he
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&0 Intent were they upon their
sgratulations that they entirely
| failed to note the silent passage of

even though Tarzan called to him
to stop.

A few more ste;s would precipi-
tate Tantor uvpon the :
stakes; Tarzan fairly flew throu

-

sibilities for escape which lay within
himself and his own powers.
He did not dare test the strcmurthI

turned about, raised his trunk, and
gave voice to a shrill ery,

Then he stood listening,

In ‘the -distant village where

become apprehensive and add to | der, the voice of Tantor was acarcely

ther. Presently his captors discov- | gudible to nﬂl" rl:l:#l. but to the
ered that he was conscious, and as |keen ears a of the Apes it
they had little stomach for carrying | hore itssmessage.
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