HLETICS FLUNK IN _LESSONS ON HIGH-CLASS BASEBALL AS IS TAUGHT

BY CONNIE MA

AN FAVOR OF MA CKSi

" Imperfect Decoration Day Comes to a Perfect End

W hen A’s Tie Count in Ninth, Win in Tenth and
Divide Spoils W:th Bosl'on

By ROBERT W. MAXWELIL
sports Fdilor Fyenine Foblie Ledeer
Copyright, 88, by Public Ledger Co,
TF THERE ever was a ball elub ip these United States that deserved to win
‘_ eouple of Decaration Day games it was the A's yesterdar.
o innings they had nothing but hard luck. Everrthing went ngninst them
in the eighteenth and nineteenth the tide changed. the lowly worm turned
an alligator and the perfect day came to a perfect end.  All of which
the A's fioally copped n eombat, m. affair after ten
D % of ups and downs—mostly downe,
it % "ﬂl!rﬂu something wrong with the Athleties, and the 21000 people who
{ el both battles got hep immediately. The ball club looks good. the
are above the average and there is power some place which absolutely
to come to the surface. Looking over the line-up and then glancing
the standing of the elubs makes one foel that n bhig mistiake has been
de for the loeal toam is entirely too good to be immersed in the cellar
Yesterday, The A's are lost in the di=smal
. WwAmp nol beeause of the things they do on the ball field.
@ m they don’t do.  They have been taught high-clas=, seientific baseball by
5%“‘ Mack, but it seems that the bars have Aunked in their lexsons Ther
i ‘htlhmi quickle, they often forget to cover a base, step in and take a throw
‘_h the outfield, back up third or the catcher and dozens of other things that
all players should do unconsciously.
- That wae the reason for the loss of the morning game and almost roined
"_" chances to win the second, No wonder Copnie wears a waorried Iook. 1t
“h tough for the brainy pilat tn sit on the bench and wateh his hired men
pulate a gang of sand-lotters on an off day

For seven-

winning the p

Lo
¥ however, the truth came out

but borause of the

. . .
'T the home-town boys came from hehind, put an a regular slom-
wing ninth-inming rally, tied the score and came back in the tenth

atronger than rver. They cawld hace scored half a dozen runs, but

one was cnough and the 15000 spectators were satisfied. They eaved
nothing about the three men who were atranded on the bags when the

winning marker meandered homeward.

Mackmen Waste Many Chances
YERYTHI\G went against the A's in the afternoon. Pennock was piteh-
“ing and base hits began to Ay thick and fast. The locals should have
red & couple of dozen runs, but the fates were against them. For example,
ke the first three innings. Each time the first man up got a hit, the next
& man failed to sacrifice nnd three double plags killed all chancds for a scors,
the fourth twe doubles in a row failed to ]\rnlll;l'ﬁ u single score, beeause

g '1"' 1 on, who hit the first one, tried to streteh it ioto a teiple and was tagged
m he went into the bag straight up instead of sliding. Tn the fifth a

] M and a triple produced nothing beenuse another of those dsuble plars
.'P-'d the works.

It was the most unlucky bunch of basebull ever seen and the fans could
#ﬂb‘ believs it when a run finally was seored,

‘_ siz innings of hard baseball and nine hits,
nglu.

Fifteen hits were pecessary 1o score four runs, which shows that you never
tell the moore by studying the hit column.
howerer, wore the cause of it all.
sover that this ig a record.
jd be a record if it fsn't.
committing many errors of omission and alowing the Red Sox to
® the lead by the score of 3 to 1. the A's came back in the ninth and pulled
P nfnxp«'t»d For the benefit of those who left carly, allow us to state
Bobby Roth, who has recovered his batting eve, opened with a triple and
. #cored on Burns's single. Dugan doubled, and Pen
ik was ernsed from the seepario. Dumont went in and was grected with
_ e * play which scored Burns, and with 8 man on third and twe out, Per-
| kins fanned.
i1 But the tenth wus wonderful to behold
- \I“ Dumont walked the first two men.  Roth beat out a bunt and the bases
8 wers clogged. Big Bill James was called to the peak and told to stop the
""n.l.l:. Big Bill, bowever, developed a wild streak like his namesako,
:.ﬂ hit Burns in the ribs. forcing home the winning tally

To score that tally it re-
That eertainly is a waste

The four double plays in five
Some day some figger filbort will

We haven't the statistics on hand, but it

sending George to third,

'
Some one mislaid the home plate

Joxue,

. -

LTHOUGH James was wild in that suning, he was nat one-halt

s wild as Ed Barrow, the silent mannger of the Red Sor,

T Now Claim Ruth’s Homer Was Record One
: BABE RUTH covered himself with glory in the twe performances,
two singles, two doubles and a homer. His rcircuit clout, which was
saved for the afternoon. was one of the longest whacks ever seen. It not only
: d the right field fence, but also sailed to the top of a house on Twentieth
st, hit the roof, bounedd off and probably is going yot.
~ ¥¢ was in the eighth inning that wallop oecurred.
Perry was keeping them away from Ruth’s bat. Two strikes had heen
i and Scolt shot a curve in the inside. Dabe stepped back, put every
¢ of strength in those mighty =houlders behind the blow and he met the
pll fairly. There was a crack when it struck the bat and away it sailed in
direction of right field.
Bobby Roth took two steps and stopped. ‘Turning his back ofi the din-
, be watched the ball travel over the fence, strike the house and dis
r forever. A guy in an mirplane couldn't have caught it.
That wallop has started a discussion, for many believe it is the longest bit
made at Shibe Park. However, until some one uses a tape measure,
the exact distance and then compzres it with the homer hit by Grorge
Jeast year when he sent the ball OVER lho left field bleacher wall the
t never will be settled.
Seott Perry had apother unlucky day and once more departed without
the game. The big pitcher worked his hgad off for eight innings,
| his position perfectly. kept the hits scattered, but was removed in the
to allow Kinney to hit. The score was even then and in the tenth the
marker came in. At that, Scott deservea lots of credit, for he is a
kg, pervy hurler, does not koow when he is beaten and pitches better when
‘breaks are against him. He truly is a great pitcher, despite the eight
dofeats.
man who is comiog strong is Bobby Roth. The bustling captain
fumu-d from his wrenched shoulder and once more bas his eye on. the
Yeaterday afternoon he got Lwo siogled, a double and a triple out of
alll up, apd hit to right field—which is pretty good for a right-handed

grlting

Strunk was on first

-

- L -
BBY now 15 an imporiant cog in the Mack machine and if ia sofe

to any that Connic never will trade him. Roth iz here to atay,

Thomas Plays an Improved Game
m pleasing feature of the dag's work was the showing of Fred
; ’_' Conpie's new third-sacker. Fred has been fielding well and
[ an good a defensive game as any player in the league, but his hitting
. He wasn't clouting the size of his collar and it looked as if he would

" 7, however, ¥red came through beautifully, In the morning he
'Ill one solid dqh but in the afternoon he had a perfect day .at
: Tﬂ -hﬂu. A triple and & base ﬂ balls out of four times up was

Mhhlmlﬂ foul hound. He follows the ball
ﬂma@ammrmm-dmu the dugout
m # sure fielder and looks better, than any msn
R _mwmt “work, !'Mmii.!
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FOUR PHILS IN .300 CLASS, CRAVATH LEADING;
COBB REGAINS TOP FOR FIRST TIME THIS YEAR

Gavey Heads the National CAUSEY, GIANT YOUTH, IS LEADING
TWIRLER IN NATIONAL LEAGUE |

League With .521 Rating.
Williams and Meusel Hit
Hard
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Famous Georgmn Sets Pace
Now With His .377—No
Macks in the .300 Class
at Present

WALKER NEAR END

Club Batting Averages
in National League

1. RR,
Phillies 218 ©
Hrookiyn =48
Cineinnati
Chicago
Bt Louls
Hoston i
Pittsburgh

i
A1
71
U]
i
40
a7
T
1"

"
3
3
R
2
B
3

HREE Phillies are still well repre-
wonted in the seleet class, with Gavyy

Cravath continuing to show the way.

Gavyy tops the league with his attrae
‘ 321 rating.
AT8 and Oy Williams
in lace with his 346,
+
|

Young, of the Giants, is still in sec-

ond place, holding down the runner- np
|pm.1 with a 400 mark.

| Pat Moran has hizs club hitting.

ha\m: three men in the select. Wingo
with 371, Roriden with 330 and Cueto

with .33,

Sirking. the crippled infielder,
| fourth Phil above the 300 mark, having
nn average of B06.
| The avernges, ine luding games pluf-d
Wednesday, follow:

NATIONAL LEAGUE
‘ INTIVIDUAL BATTING
Player Club ': AR
Cravath, Phillies,
|\nun¢ New York -_-5
Kildoft, Chicago. . 14
Phillles. . 21
Ingo. Cincinnat! in
Willlams, Phiilies. =
riden, Cinein't
| Cueto, Cineinnatl !
MaCarty, N. York
Hil;n . 3
Pittabh’'gh
Bkixn. ..
Ih.!on
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| Kanetehy,
| Bimhas
.f;r!tmh
Hersor.
Noyie, New York.
Zimmerman, N Y
Byery, Prooklin.
Barnes, New York
Slcking. Philifes
| Burne, New York
Roush, Cinginoatl
Hollocher. L']l!cu;n:
Holks, Hoston s
Harnsby. At Louln ©
Stengel, Pittab’gh :
| Plack. Chicago, .
'F: Wheat, Bklyn
Wilson, Boatlon. ..
Bancroft. Phillles
Kauff, New York -
Neale Cincinnatl. <
Groh, Cincinnati
Adams, Fhillies.
Hhotton, St. Louls 2
| Heatheote, St L
Broaklyn
Luderun. Phillles
Plck, Cincinnatl
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Smith Scores Golf Win

A. Smith with an 81 net, v
with an pet record of 82 were the win
ner and rupper-ug

.w g

Meusel is fourth with |
iz in mixth |
]

is thnl

]

Winters, X, Y....
Varter, Chieago. .
Emith, Hrooklyn..
Dubtue, N, Y.....
Pleffer, Bkiyn, ..
Luque, Cipein. , ..
Jucobs, Phillles, .
Eller, Cinein, .
Banton, N. ¥, ..
Barnes, N, Y.
Nehf, Boston. .
Grimes, Bklyn. .
Fisher, Cincin P
Douglas, Chicago.
Tvier, Chicago...
Vaughn, Chicago.
Admms, Pittahgh,
Woodward, Phila.
Cooper, Pittshh,
Oondwin. 8t L.
Cadore, Bklin
Paclomrd, Phillies,
Maver, Pittshgh
Halles. Cinein. ...
Hamilion, Piits
May, St
Keating, Boston
Miller. Pittabgh. .
Murauded, Wklvn
Reuther, Cinein..
Hmith, N.Y. JPhil.
Donk, St. Lofis, .
Watwon. Phililes.
Sherdell, St L
Rudoliph, Bostol
Ragan, Hoston
Mamaux, Bliyn.
Prenderganst. Phil
Northrop. BRos. ..
Rreanler, Clncin
Fillingim, Ros. .,
Alexander, Chi...
Evans, Pittabgh
Meadowe, Bt 1,
Oeschger, N. Y

T.oule,
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CICOTTE AND WILL!AMS HAVE WON

ONE DOZEN GAMES FOR WHITE SOX |

'mn| Games Won by Pllchers

From Thess Clubs
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HAVE BALL PLAYERS
BEEN AFFECTED BY
SERVICE IN FRANCE?

Ale:bam'ie.r Has Dropped Four Straight, Cadore Has
Been In and Out, but Sherrod Smith Came Through
" With Sluubut, Proving Uncertainty of Dope

IN 'I‘I-IE BPORTLIGHT—RBY (IMNMND RICE
Copyright, 1010, ' All" righta resarved,

You Know 'Em

These are some of the muits I hate—
The bloke who fills to an inside straight—

And the duffer, coming from out of the rut,
Who gobbles o forty-five-yard putt;

And the guy in the stend with the leather lung
Who saya *“There's Zim'" sohen ii'a Chasa or Young.

HE process of keeping your head down or your eye on the ball in golf seems
to be one of the simplest of all ‘achievemonts, Apparently it is something
that requires neither skill, courage, strength, speed nor any of the other leading
ingredients of play. It happens to require something that is even harder—
and that is thorough -control of your nervous system, a thorough grip wupon
your subeonscious impulses.
And there are times when the harder you try the quicker your head pops
|up. And the most harassing part of it all iz that the more you are off your

||umt. the mare uncertain you are, tlu- surer your well-known bean is des-
tined to pop up,

Babe Ruth's Rasping Spring
FATE is n-fickle jade, Late in March and early in April the eminent Babe
Ruth was peelitg the cover, off the ball, romping along at a merry clip.

He wag a headliner of super-heroic mold. He steps to the bat in the first
game of the year and tears off a home run, advance announcement of his
triumpbant rush.

Add then something happens. Another month goes by befora the massive
Babe can collect another home run, and in that lean and lank period he has ™
a rasping time of it, absorbing a batting average around .200.

The Babe has either fallen heir to one of those spring slumpas or he i:
facing far different pilching from the brand that helped to make him famous
last year. As to which it is, you can make your own guess,

o ] - L]
UT if the Babe i3 to settle down in 300 society again, if is high
f"mle ke weas making a fow quick starts.

And Others

HE renowed Babe isn't the only one floundering along back of the column.
Frank Baker has discovered that toying with the succulent cabbage and
sparring with the young tomato is no way to deve!op or lnin & batting eye.
.

A KER has been strugpling brlou- 250 nearly all spring and nothing
“ahort of an upheaval will ever get him back in the 300 class again,

L]
Back From France
HERE have been a_vast number of words used so far in figuring how active
seryiee in France affected the ball player.
The season is yet too soon to offer any certain proof. Alexander returns

to drop his first four games, being hammered twice from the erest of the
plateau.

And then Sherrod Bmltb comes along with & three-hit shut-ount.
L - [ ]
ADORE haa beeu in and oud, while Hank Gowdy has just atarted,
Within another maonth it will be easier fo tell,
L] L] -
PEAKING of treach warfare, Connie Mack dug himsell im around 1015
and no.one has been able to disl him yet. 1t begins to look once more
that nothing but a blntin; ever will dislocate the Athletic-Stellung,

And So It Goes

Y COBB has batied his way to the |

top. After a Dbelated start,

the |

famous slugging Georgian has' rapped |

+ lout & sufficient number of safeties to give

him a 377 rating and the American
League leadership.

Wally Schang, of the Red bnx. in
next. Wambsganss, last week's leader,
has fallen to third place. Ping Bodie
has gone ahead of Joe Jnckson, the
White Box slugger trailing the Yankee
by four points, with .3357.

Not an Athletic regular is hitting
over 300, Witt is the bhest Mnck
hitter, clouting for a .208 rating. Burns
is second to Witt with .281 and Red
Shannon's .264 makes him third.

The averages, including the games

played Wednesday, follow:

AMERICAN LEAGUE
. INDIVIDUAL BATTING
Player Club G, ABl;
Grover, Athletics. 0 18
Cobb, Destrolt.... 24 108
Sﬂunc Boston... 18 40
W agansa, t‘lwt- 26 00
Bodle, N. ¥Y....., 2
Jackson, Chie,
Smith, Clevs. 2
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Veach, Detroit .. 2
Hellman,
Il'lnutnd.
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A cuppy le, a few missed putls,
A bunker with its yawning rufs;

The diamal fplash, the sudden quake
0Of golf balls aplashing in o lake;

A aslice, a hook, o top or worse,
tn “‘out of bounds'' that drings a ourse.

foazled iron shot from the fee—

1
I 7 ihere the par is 3;

{ ot the end wilh burning soul
Ae's 0 down at a *'ball a hole."’

Another bunch of hairs turned gray,
And yet all this is known as play.

- - -
CrMAE race is not to the swift."" Probably not. But s few days ago when
the New York Yanks compiled thirteen hits for sixteen bases and only

obtained one run, they were overdoing the old adage by a few leaps.

- . -
N EARLY summer proguostication, the same being a cross section of the
pastoral dope, would indicate that at least one seckion of the next world
acries would be lodged in.Chicago. Cook county, having devcloped the habit

in 1917, doesn’t desire to stop it too abruptly,

L] -

UBS and Red Hox, picked as penunt favorites back I.n April, spend the

bulk of June at home. The next thirty days will tell whether or not the
1018 jubilee was another ‘‘c'eat la guerre’’ splash.
Concerning Sounds
There are sounds the atoutest nerves fo try
That -leave a heavy load;
A big shell whistling; hurtling by—
A machine-gun doion the road :
The dentist drill aa he mokes a gash
Where a raw nerve lide boyond ;
But the saddest sound is the dismal splash
When' a'golf ball hita the pond.
Ll . L]
YHEAR ago today Mr. Ludendorff, after a long drive, was just in the aet
of topping an . approach to Paris. He lifted his head and plucked the
aforesaid approach Mto the murky waters of the Marne. .
L] » - -
FOB three years Alexander had the record of winning thirty or more games
Now he's tearing out after a hew record of losing that many. Add one
more atrocity to ‘‘cest la guerre.’ ]




