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'THJ5 CR7?C TtKS
TO MUSIC LOVERS

Weekly Comment on Things
!M Musical in Discriminating

Philadelphia ,

frVIH first year of peace has not been
. J. all beer and skittles for some ot our

rat orchestral onranltatlona, and
fimong these has been the Boston 8ym- -

pnony Orchestra. Troubles both ilnan- -
oiai and nrtlstlo nppearvto have neset
the' famous organisation, and, from a
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wii uvftiui Mutually cAtaiou luf n. unto
,as to the future of tho orchestra. How
ever, the deficit was guaranteed by prl
'vats subscription and the continuance
el the orchestra assured for at least

ityro years to come.
The TranscrlDt points out that "It has

been an open secret for many weeks
that the expenditures of tho orchestra

,.or the current year would considerably
I 'exceed Its Income. The cost of tho re- -

organization of tho band, begun last
summer and completed for tho time a

kiortnlcht ago. has been consiaerapie, as
,the management has sought for many
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Ifwho expect and receive large salaries,

nuany, the cost or travel nas
unted and, as In every household and

i, every business, almost all the fixed
charges to which tho orchestra Is sub- -

(Ject have Increased In tho ratio of the
' hour,
xt, "On tho other hand, In this year of

Ljtransltlon from the old order to tne
new," continues tho&rtIcle. "Its receipts

, have appreciably diminished more from
'the concerts in Boston than from those
"undertaken In scleral other cities. The
k (inescapable, foreseen outcome was a
".considerable deficit, estimated by those

Informed of It at, say, 1120,000.'

LjTTHEN the situation became ncuto
b IT Immediate action was necessary to

, ve the body which has had such n fine
artistic history and dono so much for
rnusio in America, noi only lor mo pree- -
entseason, but also to assure Its future

rfor at least a season pr two ahead. Ac-
cordingly, to quote' again from the

'Transcript, "the trustees recently as
sembled a Tew friends of the orchestra
and to them set forth the financial and
general situation In Its affairs and pros
pects. Krom tneso menus ana rrom
their own members, they received sub- -
scrlpttons sufficient to pay the deficit
for tho current season, along with
pledges that secure any similar deficits
arising within thn next two years

"In the "Judgment of the trustees. It
was wiser to ask for private aid In
this fashion than to appeal to the town
In general, as did tho Philadelphia Or
chestra a few years ago when It was In
need of like relief nnd 'guarantee. The
trustees In their wisdom hae also pre
ferred to keep these matters from the

(

Pudiic, out as was ineunuie wnrre eu
many persons were concerned, more or
less authentic versions of them hae run
from tongue to tongue, the best ac
credited of which is here written."

EVKX wider general interest toOP musical public than this frank
acknowledgment of tho financial straits

l of the orchestra comes the news In the
same article that M. Henri Tlabaud may
not be the conductor next year. It had
been the general Impression, at least
outside of tho charmed circle In Boston,
that M. Itahnud has a contract extend- -

P Ing oter a term of years, but this seems
not to be the case. The Transcript says
on this point':

"With the continuance of the orches-
tra in Its present estate and policies

I, thus assured, there Is hope, and even
expectation, tnat tne puouc or tne sym-- t
phony concerts here and elsewhere

, (which, after all, Is Its chler source or
revenue) may soon learn who Is to be
the conductor for next jear. Tor theI. time being, speculation and surmse.
which is plenty, may run wnitncr it

,' chooses
"It is Impossible to say with any

It show of authority whether Mr. Itabaud
Vis disposed to remain for another season

li'Jwitn the orchestra, as many or nis
)hearers would gladly see him do, or

"jwhether the trustees are disposed to
II continue mm in ms jireaem puL,
I f -

S IS natural, tho name of the con
ductor of our own orchestra, Mr.

'Stokowskl, appears In the discussion as
to the new leader, If there Is to be one.

1 The article goes on. In discussing the
. conductorshfp: 'There is questioning as

well about Mr. Bodansky, of the Metro
polltan Opera House, now an American
citizen; about Mr. Gabrllowltsch, of

' Detroit; about Mr. Stokowskl, of Phila-
delphia, and of new laurels In New
York. Tct each of these three, what-
ever his desires or qualifications, seems
tied to his present work, while to Mr.
Bodansky and Mr. Gabrllowltsch dls- -
a a a rn tifnrrltna mfrAn faaAlxr rslna

, objections.
; . "As some say, again out or this cloudy

, background) may suddenly spring a new
conductor as relatively unknown here-t- -
abouts as was Mr. Itabaud last Oc- -

Ii
aober."

JL TT IS to be hoped by every lover of
jl music in me country mat me trou- -
bles of this gfeat organization will soon
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VMured for two years to come and by
Vthat time matters may have so cleared

,up In an International as well as a
.''national sense that a practical solution
y for Its troubles may be found. No or- -'

,,chestra can appear at Its best with such
.an atmosphere or uncertainty surround'
lng It.

Certainly It would be a musical d s
SLaster for any of the great American or

which now take rank with any
1$ In the world, to be disbanded, because
i, ine arusuo nvairy wnicn tney engender
I ' la n hftfllthv nnA fln mra ii. fl.& K- --

.. , terment of orchestral Dlavlnsr. Then.
f ttoo, the great orchestras constitute

I . Huli.hTl, !.& . Iv.nl.1 UU ..A.. lyiuunuif fciiv i'tiiiwia viiieio ICttlurv 111

? 'CHESTNUT ST. 0PEBAlln
' MAT. TODAY TONIGHT T.ART TIME
, THE NEW MUSICAL COMEDY SUCCESS

V- OH, MAMA!o With Star Cast of and a
Chorus u vi cu-- A rvaaea Ilcftulles

-- :jkWJIfKERBOC!. I MarVftf.W2aireEIJttt4othst
SEB IT ALL. POH innvsr KITTY GORDON

: In tha Fascinating Film nominee
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Musical Events of the
Coming Week in Phila.

1VNDAY Neighborhood Sing;, Settle-
ment Muslo School, 418 Queen
street, 8 p. m.

WEDNESDAY Horatio Connell,
vocal recital. Wltherspoon Hall,
8:15 p, m.

THURSDAY Mendelssohn Club Con-cer- t,

neltevueStratford, 8:15 p. m.
TIWIISDAY Conly Concert Com-

pany, Wltherspoon Hall 8:15 p, m.
FMDAY Philadelphia Orchestra,

Academy of Music, 3 p. m.
SATURDAY Philadelphia Orchestra,

Academy of Music, 8:15 p. m.
SATURDAY Pupils Concert of In-

stitute of Music and Allied Arts,
Presser Hall, 2:45 p. m.

bringing the best muslo to the people as
a whole, upon whom In the end tho en-
tire musical fabric must rest.

opera, "The Barber of
which was given by the Met-

ropolitan Opera Company last Tuesday
eenlng, Is not only a comedy In Itself,
but the circumstances of Its composition
had some aspects' almost as funny as
some of the scenes in the opera. Thecomposer claimed that he wrote the
opera in inirteen das, and It was cer-
tainly composed, rehearsed, staged nnd
performed within a month of tho time
when ho began work on It.

Naturally, when working at such
speed, Ttosslnl did not hesltato to "bor-
row" from other cemposers as well as
from previous works of his own. With
characteristic carelessness he lost theoerturo which he had written for It
and. Instead of rewriting it, he simply
substituted the overture from his opera
"Ellsabetta" and It has remained thereever since. Oarcla sang the part of
jvimavivn ana in tne scene beneath thebalcony of Roslna. at the onenlnr tier.
formance, Introduced a Spanish nrla of
ms own. it was a rank failure, and
before the second nerfnrmnnra nf thn
opera Rossini composed the beautiful
cavatlna, "Kcco rldente il clelo," really
the finest melody In the opera, taking
the tune from the opening chorus of his
own "Aurellano," which In turn was
taken bodily from his own oratorio
uiro in uaouonia.

MUCH speculation has been Indulged
to why sopranos are allowed

to choose their own selections In the
famous "Lesson Scene." Rossini origi-
nally wroto a trio for this number for
Itoslna, Bartolo and the disguised Atma-lv- a.

but In some way It was lost and
the Indignant composer refused to write
another one, leaving the luckless Itoslna
of the moment, who happened to be
Mme. Glorgl Blghcttl, to choose what-
ever she wanted. She selected a number
In which Bhe scored an enormous suc-
cess, and the procedure took so well
with the audience that, even after theopera was a pronounced success, Rossini
did not write anything for tho missing
number.

But these were not all of the composi-
tion "stunts" to which "The Barber"was destined. The air of Berta was
suggested, to' put it mildly, by a Rus-
sian melody which Rossini had heard a
lady sing In Rome and he put It Into
the opera at her request, while the firsteight measures of the tuneful trio in
the last act, "Zittl. zlttl, piano, piano,"
are taken note for note from Simon's
nir in Haydn's oratorio "The Creation
Perhaps having scored so ereat a. sue
cess with one nf his own oratorio melo
dies, Kosslnl thought he would see how
one of Haydn's would work. It worked
well. .When the opera was completed
Rossini received $400 for the work.
There Is no record that out of It he nald
any rojaltles to the other composers to
whom ho was indebted for their lnoI- -
uniary assistance.

It was a day ot rapid operatic com-
position, but Rossini's feat of compos-
ing a work of this length in thirteendays seemed to be regarded as some-
thing extraordinary and word of It was
carried to Donizetti. That prolific and
speedy composer sniffed and responded:
"Very likely. Rossini Is so lazy."

But then Donizetti had at that time
written the libretto himself, composed
tho music, conducted the rehearsals andgiven one performance of a little two-n- et

opera which he composed for pome
friends of his who owned a falling thea-
tre, all In a space of nine days. How-eer..-

acted In a good cause and the
work saved the theatre of his friends
by Its success. Incidentally, only a few
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yearn 'previously Beethoven had pub-
lished his first ft quartets, upon
which, according to Thayer, he spent
six years.

Events in
Concert" Hall and

It has heretofore been the custom of the
Philadelphia Orchestra to eiva each season
at least elcht concerts without nolnlats, but
tho necessary ahlftln. of the soloists, due
to tho Influent epidemic, haa prevented a
'"no aololat" proiram thua far thin ear.
Next week, however, the nrat of theso pro-tra-

will, be slven. The feature of the
concert will be tho Immortal Fifth Rym- -

of Iieettunen, while the 5ISIrens" of
lllero anrt the air for a choir of aolo

with orcheatra accompaniment of
Ilarhmanlnoft, will complete the prosram.
The ilattrr will te heard for the first time
In Philadelphia.

Many Inquiries have been received aa to
whether Sera-e- l llachmanlnoff will appear
as aololat v.lth th Philadelphia Orcheatra
thla vear. The mansuement of the orchea-
tra haa innnnn.- -l thn, Mr IlArhmnnlnOff
will be the aololat at the last pair ot con-
cern In March.

Th. orcheatra of lh Pvmphonv Porletir
of Nir Vnrfc of which waller uamroacn
la the conduc'or. will be accompanied on Ita
neit vlatt fn Phllarfetnhla. nn Wednesday
evenlnr. Pebruary 2, by the charming:
American soprano. Mabel Garrison.

The annual competition for the Stokowskl
medal will take place early In April, and
this year will be devoted to vocalists only.

Horatio Connell, the eminent American
bans bnrltone, will be heard In recital at
Wltherspoon Hall, under the. auspices of the
department of muslo of the University Ex-
tension Society, next Wednesday evening,
with Hills Clark Hammann at the piano.
Mr. Connell'a program will be. made up
first of a armiD of old time songs bv Stra-dell- a.

Palslello. Mnnteverde nnd Handel,
followed by four songs of Schubert. George
W. Chadwlck's setting of T.och!nvar. nnd
closing with four miscellaneous songs br
Ward Stephens. .Tames P. Dunn, Mary O.
Connell and Fay roster

The Conlr Concert Compam, composed of
five, of prominent artiste, will
make Ita first appearanc? In this city 01.
Thursday evening." Pebruary 13, at Wlther-
spoon Hall as a part of lh weekly pro-
gram of tho University Intension Socloty.

Olovannl Martlnelll. one of the leading
tenora of the Metropolitan Opera Company,
will appear at the Metropolitan (ncra House
on Thursday evening, Pebruary 27, In a Joint
recital with Toscha Seldel, tho ounc Rus-
sian violinist.

The Treble Clef Club, under the direction
of Karl Schneider, v.111 give Its onlv concert
of tho season In Ino ballroom or the Heiie-
v ue Stratford on Wednesday evening. Feb
ruary 10. at ft'1. o'clock Tho'proceeds of
the concert will bo devoted to thff overerai
committee of tho Emergency Aid Society

Andra Manu-vrre- llrst flutist of tho I'hlla
delphla Orchestra, will astst tomorrow at
the half hour of music which otnna the
regular Sunday evening service at St Paul's
Episcopal Church or uverbrooK

There will be a neighborhood alng In tha
auditorium of the Settlement Music trhool.
41 a Queen street, tomorrow evening, at
8 o clock. The public Is Invited to attend

WON THEN SUCCESS

'Ole" Had Hard Sledding
to Rcnch the Stage

Although "Tho lietter 'Olo" t now
meetlnu with success, lta authors, Cap-
tain llruco Bnlrnsfather, tho lnirllsh
cartoonist, and Captain Arthur Kllot,
actor and humorist, had much difficulty
in securing; for It a hearing, bever.il
of the leading producing managers,
both of this country and of Hngland,
read the mariuscrUit nnd rejected the
play, Finally, however, after much
opposition owing to tho nature of Its
subject. It was given reluctant stago
room at the Oxford Music Hall, a thea-tr- e

In tho West Knil of London,
which had up to that tlmo been

devoted to the of
musical revues. Arthur llouchler
created the part of Old Bill.

The piece was received with enthu-
siasm and has now been running at the
English playhouses for nearly two
years. It has been found necessary
to eaulp and send many companies en
tour. Maclyn ArbucWo, remembered
from "The County Chairman Here."
Is lilaylng the genial role of Old Bill
during tho engagement at tho Broad.

"Fighting Roosevelts" for Stanley
The feature attraction at the Stanley

the week of February 24 will be the
Theodore Itoosevelt production under
the ltle of "Tho Fighting Boosevelts"
This will be the flr,st showing ot thts
film, which Is said to be a complete
nnd authentic biography of tho former
rresldent, and Is based on his life nnd
works and the war activities of himself
and his sons.
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