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THE CUTC IMLfCS
T0 MUSIC WV&RS

Wcdkly Cotntnetlt on Things
Musical In Discriminating

Philadelphia

advertt this year of Leo OrnstelnTHE ths recital given by Greta Torpa-dl- e,

tho Swedish soprano, on Thursday
night, when he came over from New
Torlc to play the accompaniments of six
aortra of his own, haa naturally caused
considerable local comment on the music
of this much-talked-- young composer.

Mr. Ornsteln was heard here last Ben-

son, when ha gave a Joint recital with
Hans Ktndler and played with him a
sort ato for 'cello and piano, which he
composed for and dedicated to Mr.
Klndler, Ho Is called the "apostle of
modernism" and his huislc. In cacaphony
goes somewhat beyond any yet heard
here, although a young Russian, 8ergo
Proholcleff, Is now agltntlng New York
musical circles with compositions which
ths critics doclare ln Orn-
steln.

this brings up the question as to
what may be the legitimate limit of

musla of this class 7 Where Is the di-
viding line between permissible disso-
nances and discords that aro not fit to
be heard?

Certainly, judged by present-da- y

standards, this mualo Is not beautiful:
the next generation may pronounce It so,
but If this Is the case It must be meas-
ured by different standards from those
ah now generally accepts. Standards
of beauty, musically, change from time
to time, as regards outward expression,
but the basic element of beauty, upon
Which all art forms are reared, no mat-
ter what medium Is employed, do not
change. And the real requirement Is
that the composer must have something
to say which will appeal to a sufficient
number of persons for a sufficient length
of time to add tho workto the perma-
nent literature of music.

SUPPORT of this theory. It may be
pointed out that Bach's music, now

more than 200 years old, Is probably
played today as much as It ever has
been. Beethoven's symphonies and
sonatoa. composed more than a century
ago, show an Undiminished popularity
(next week Mr. Stokowskl Is giving an

program) and other
works, such as the three 1788 sympho-
nies of Mozart, could be cited.'

The point Is that these men, while
they were undoubtedly "reformers" In a
decided sense, did not break Utterly w 1th
what had gone before them and discard
totally the work of their predecessors,
as do the "ultra-moderns- ."

They built upoh what hAd been done
before their day, making changes 'only
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when tho g rules seriously
hampered their form of expression

LOT of nonsenso Is heard nowadaysA about ''throwing an ay tho rules
Which hamper tho genius" of the ultra-moder- n

composers- - no matter from Which
country they comb. It Is true that rules
have been broken In the post by print
composers, but It was only after these
men had written strictly nccordlng to
theso' rules- for a long time, and een
then the rules of form were maintained
to n point fchero nn auditor" could tell
at first hearing whether ho was listen
ing to a moscment In .sonata form, a
rondo or any other of the arlous

forms'
There Is not on record, to tho best of

tho writer's recollection, a tingle In-

stance of a really great composer dis-
carding utterly tho rules of composition
nt so early an ago (as a composer) ns
Is done by the present-da- y musical
Bolshevlkl.

Breaking rules It not to bo condemned
per ne, but before It can be safely done a
thorough mastery of them must bo
shown, and this mastery Is not always
revealed In much of the present-da- y

modernistic writings.

It Is by no means clear thatBESIDES, of the classical form
hao as yet been entirely exhausted
Wagner, It Is said, refused to write a
symphony In hl mature yenrs because,
ho claimed, Beethoven had said the last
word possible In this form of music.

This was accepted as Gospel, but al-

most a quarter of a century later came
Brahms and Tschalkowsky with lo

works which, at the present time,
appear to bo permanent additions to tho
list of the world's great symphonies.

Only time can tell whether the ultra-moder-

are right or wrong. That there
Is a germ of , good In what they are
doing, or rather In what they are at-

tempting to do, there can bo no doUbt,
but from their musical recklessness artd,
most of all, In their lack of a recogniz-
able Ideal, the work of the extremists,
Judged by present standards', may be
regarded almost as a musical aberration.

Coming Musical Events
rri. -- AiAt-t f ffcA mncerts nf tha Phila

delphia, Orchestra next week will bo Alfred
nortot.' the brilliant Trench pianist. y.ho
mado no successful an aprearanco In mis
city earlr In the season with the orchestra
of tho Paris Conservatoire.

Toscha Seldel. the younir Iturslan violinist,
who recently plajed ,the Brahms concerto
wfth the, Philadelphia Orchestra. Is an-

nounced for a recital at the Metropolitan
Opera Houo on weilnesdav eventns. January

111 Tho concert la under the auspices
of the Friends of, Mualo and Art.

John McCormack, the famous tenor, will
make hie first appearance of the season at
the Metropolitan Opera House on Wednesday
evening. January 8, In a miscellaneous pro
sram

thr Philadelphia Operatic Society will have
a chorus of lno and a ballet of thlrtv-tw- o at
the performance of "The Tlohemlan Olrl" at
the Metropolitan Opera House on Tuesday
evening. January 14. Applications for aeata
rnv now hi made at the bar Afflrn of fh
Metropolitan Opera House, 1108 Chestnut
treet.

Mildred Faas soprario. and D Hendrlk
Rzprmnn pianist will be the soloists at to- -
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Bandar Free concert cf the
Fine. Arts, 8 p. m. Mildred Faas ana
1) II, Kiorman, soloists,

Sunday Chamber , Muslo Association.
jieiiavue-siratior- p. m. Flontalty
Quartet.

Tuesday Matinee Musical, nellevue- -
Htratrorfl. s no p m.

Tuesday Urnnd opera, Metropolitan
Opera House, 8 p. m. Three new one-a-

operas by Puccini.
Wednesday Debussy son recital, 17J9

Chestnut Street. HHIO p. m. Perley
Dunn Aldrlch and Asnes Cluno Quln- -

Thursday Piano recital. Aline Van
llnrenlsen at T. M, it A. Club rooms,
into Master street. IB p. m.

Friday Philadelphia Orchestra, Academy
of Music, 3 p. m. Alfred Cortot,
Pianist.Haiiirditv I'M Inrlclntl Aead- -
i my of Music. 816 p m Alfred
t ortot, pianist.

Kalnrunj Mlscha Elman. violin recital.
Metropolitan Opera Houee, 8 IB p. m.

morrow free concert at 1 o'clock
In thcAcudcmy of tho Arts. The pop;
ularlty of concerts still srowa and
last Sunday the audience numbered 3400 per-
sons.

Mlscha Blman has made public the pro'
erom he give at his last recital of tho
season In Philadelphia at tho
nnppn llmiMM nt HatUrdav pvsnlnir. lta
will plav two concertas, the one in G of

and the n Minor of PalhN
unena lie will sive x unopin noeiurn,
Wlenlawskl'a Itusslan airs and a group at
smaller numbers.

Perley Dunn Aldrlch and Mlsa Ann's Cluna
Qulnlan will nho a recital rteoted to the
softes of Debussy on Wednesday. December
18 at 3 SO p m at Chestnut street, A
limited number Of Invitations may be had
by applying- to Mr. Aldrlch by mall.

auatava Ilauer, chairman nf the mualc
committee of the Young- - Men'a Hebrew

has arramred a series of concerts to
be Riven durlns the season nt the

Maater street The first tnlies
place next Thursday evening, when Allno
Van narentien will gle to piano recltnl,
which Includes works of P.erthoen Chopin,
Crll Pcott, and others

The succesa of tho fcmphnny Club Or-
chestra haB brought ft demand for a complete
concert band, and It Is renuestid that any
one playlnir brasa or wood.wlnd Instruments
who desires to Join apply In i;erBijn with

to tho secretary. Miss Clreensteln.
at the Symphony Club, Friday evening De-
cember 20 after 8 1(1 o'clock. The band
will bo under the direction of an expert band,
master, and no will
bo made against any one.

The next meeting- - of the Matinee Musical
will be held on Monday afternoon at tho
UellevUe-Hlratfor- d at 2 80 o'clock.

Members of the Second City Troop
and other organizations will
attend the serlces In memory of Lieu-
tenant Thomas B. W. Fnlcs, 109th

Infantry, which Will bo held to-

morrow In the
Church of the

street and Cedar avenue.
Lieutenant Tales was killed In action

Julv 30 In the battle of the Ourc.
Th6 Tlev. Dr. Nnthan It Melhorn

will the sermon on "Heroism
inml rroOBt Edgar Falls

Smith and tho liev. U. l Henry will
also Ih the derWce
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WED. SAT.

SPECIAL OF COL, A. O. PHILLIPS, C O.
THE BOYS OF THE ABERDEEN PRE8ENT

A NEW MUSICAL COMEDY

FUNNIEST ALL
SOLDIER
COSTUMED DANCING

NEW YEAR'S WEEKS
BELA8CO WILL PRESENT

SEASON'S (N. Y.) COMEDY
ORIGINAL AND CAST INCLUDING!

CYRIL SCOTT AND H, REEVES
SALE MONDAY FOR ALL
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A op THE "SUPERB STAR"
"NO NE CAN AFFORD
TO MISS HER." PRESS

W. SAVAGE'S MAGNETIC, MELODIOU8

EMMETT KEANE. JUDEL6,
MAOKAYE. BOYD MARSHALL

EXOELLENCB,
ENSEMBLE FASCINATING FEMININITY

BY JEROME KERN
LYRICS EDGAR ALLAN WOOLF
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FEATURES No War Tax

OHARMER

WTha Mualo .
a I AQT

m.M WEDMAT.
rerr ucst seats, 11.6(1
win, DK aai4100

, ,

MITZI
OVER HEELS

AND NEW YEAR'S WEEKS
6e ERLANGER'S newest 'PRESENTATION

HERBERT and HENRY BLOSSbM'S
SHAKING MUSICAL COMEDY

VELVET LADYH3?a
from PruS Jackson's Frc)

V A Naw Kind of MUSIC
BOAKEK-- A New Kind Of FUN

A NtW KU1d of COMEDIANS
I A N.W Kind of GIRLS ,T , ,

VICTOR IIEnDERT Will conduct the aufemHt Ofchntfa. at (he vri-m- lr

ptrformanco MAnday, nee, 23.-- Seats on sals Monday for all .perform-aivOs- s
t'hrlstmaa and New Year' Worlls.
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jN Own Film. PjW 'O War Feature 3

sVl You must see the world TrfllfP-- y battle at Chateau - Thierry! to

war to comprehend the You cfin see them hurl their M I 3

J vastness of itl 'MfflWwW hand grenades and mop up Mil i

& "Under Four Flags," the jOfSjM captured trenches. You can rVJ 3

N8 3rd of the great war films CS5T .RSiW ccethclonglinesofHunpris- - mid
if JFj&SM'A J4tf .. b kwMU MW .w.. . . pRICEe

II

produced oy the U. S.
Government, takes up the
story where "America's
Answer" left it.

The keynote of thi3 new
and absorbing picture is
Unified command which
won thew or for democracy I

It visualizes the closing
war activities of the leading
belligerent nations in a Way

Y.
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because is life life
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Vffl War's
M Home" 1

nothing else can.
It i3 as if you were given a "front" seat in

he "theatre" war with the panorama
Allied activity spread out before you.
What would you not give to see Lincoln

and Grant meet and shake hands3

at Versailles
You can see General Foch and General

Pershing shake hands at the conference
of Allied which met at
historic Versailles!

What would you give to see the "Yanks"
and the "Johnnie Rebs" meet in battle at
Bull Run or Gettysburg?

You can see Pershing's men go into
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how

When you the vivid,
thrilling, pathetic of
"Under Four Flags," the

ceases to be a vague, far-o- ff thing
comes home to you with living reality.

It becomes a vital part of your own ex-

istence as vital as memories of
day your soldier boy home to serve
his country.

Do want to see how Hun devas-
tated evacuated towns? How a submarine
Chaser dropped its depth bomb ? How the

of Paris looked when the
from home" marched through them, after
the victory of Chateau-Thierry- ? How

But there's s'o much you want to see,
and know, we refer to "Under
Four Flags," perhaps the most appealing
series of war scenes ever filmed You
can't afford to miss it

Presented by

Committee on Public Information
George Creel,

Through the Division of Films
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Philadelphia's most noted oreanizatlon of
trained volcet. JiiU stronn

By The CHORAL SOCIETY
UNDBIl THE DinnCTION

Henry Gordon Thunder, Director
Assisted by members ot the

Philadelphia Orchestra
And the following noted Artists

Florence Hinkle, Soprano

Merle Ajcoclc, Contralto

Henri Scott, Basso
Walter Pontius, Tenor

DECEMBER 30
ACADEMY OF MUSIC

Bale of tickets at Hoppe'a. 1117 Chestnut St..commencing December 20

GARRICKLast Mat. & Evr.
Klaw fcrlanaer- and Oeof Tler Present

BOOTH TARKINGTON'S

PENROD
"OND Of THE CHOICEST OFFEniNQ8or THE SEASON." Iteoord

CORTISSOZ
Dancing BAKER DLDO,

1B20 Chestnut St.
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--.TV '! 1 I TiTW at

Monday

first

aiaiatesta.

nn. i
nf

l

r gi s

'

v

i

see
scenes

your

that
I

I

I

1

t

l

I

"

r

r

C

Director. Washington, D. C.

smmiEg.Ja3SjSg5SEya

fVjraa

BH0AD AHB HNai;5nAVFl.,,l
DAILY 3,18 FVrmNO"

n. PENN
Ijinrastrr Ate. bet, lOlli 4 4Ut

IMII.V gilH A KfiS, 7 ft I)

lleilltiiiinK Monilav Matinee
BIG DOUBLE BILL

KI1I1IK RUE
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DWB ROTH. Versatility Personality
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In "For the Frerlom of the Fast"
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AMI N. Y. COMPANY
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