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SIGNS AND OMENS
Boclulists are digging themselves in
bwith a demand for a six-hour day. The
Rlley company st Heading, Pa., Is agitat-

'r;-g b shrilly for eight-cent fares,
Th twodollar sandwich and propaganda
‘the abolition of all work of every kind
mnot be so far ahead,
d your umbrella
d for the deluge,

e ——————

1%ie

plously and be

~ 'The proposged Federal tux of ten cents

pn on gasoline will have ane

roault If It Is anctumliy lovied, It
all the jor out of joy riding
e e e e

"REMEDIES FOR RENT GOUGING
they hegin to make
Washington wisge men lose hope. Tt
¥t too early to predict the result of
Inquiry being made before Congress
the abuses charged agsinst “ousa
and real estute men In Philadel-
The hearing i= a prelude to th»
fderntion of a DIl which Representa
Darrow has prepared to prevent rent

moemern-
wiil

speeches in

&‘s

I# & big country. Mokt Congress-
eome from communities In which

I8 no question of real esaiate valua-

Y involved with the general prohblem
‘the war. Congressional actlon for the

of a few hard-pressed house tenters
| Philadelphin {s almost too murh to ex-

The regrettable thing is that an
l-ltuaiion couldn't have been cleared

simpler methods,

Darrow, wlio hus the support and
oval of Admiral Bowles and the ship-
Bing chiefs, proposes to arrange for
‘appointment of Federnl officials who

I be authorized to Investlgate each case
! il rent gouging, to make ap
and to offer recommendations upon
th the local courts could base Injunc-
E In cases where the house owner at-
l8d to abuse the privileges of owners
At the expense of the helpless and
ng suffering tenant.

method appears logleal enough. The
ority of the people, even those who are

Mmwing war wages, are muking sacrifices

the war. No one should b permitted

0 squeeze exorbitant profits from the dis-
of others.

dmiral Bowles suggested that rents

il be increased only to meet increased

o and that the house awners

d bear the Increased cost of labor

materlals essentinl to repairs. Hore

is a suggestion of Injustice. It

Beem fairer, In view of the impor-

of labor and material costs, if the

and the tenant were to divide the

. The murder charge in the Fifth Ward
says: the District -Attorney, has
dropped. It has been, so to

not
speuk,

R T —

ARCHBISHOP DOUGHERTY
i B whole city feels & sympathetic in-
® tarest in the splendld ceremoninl ar-
ig8d at the Cathedral today for the en-
ent of Archhigshop Dougherty. The
Archbishop will be welcomed wurmly
A new cltizen of unusunl distinetion,
began life humbly In Pennsyivania
Was elevated to his exulied office after
pnstrating in wide wund various flelds

Aualities of mind and spirit,
thbishop Dougherty has won distine-
85 a humanitarion and & scholar, He
- 8 o man who was greatly esteemed
venerated. The city ut large will wel-
him to the place made vacunt by the
of Archbishop Prendergast in the
ce that his contributions to the
and spiritual life of the community
be as great as those of his distin-

d predecessors,
——

L Shipbullders at Belfast, Ireland, have
Y l an §000-ton swteamship In Afteen

’tur her launching. That s just one
e record for the Delaware Yo go after.

LESS LIGHT

reduction by 20 to -30 per cent of
artificial light in business buildings,
and homes now proposed by the
§ administrution may seem at first
8 like an excessively roundabout
dod of saving coal. It might have been
. ' had Doctor Garfleld and his asso-
d.ln:luyod greater efMelency in ore
g and encouraging a more extensive

of the required fuel,
darkness lsn't cheerful — espe-
en attended by the suspiclon that
ntry will co-operate with the fuel
, of course. This Is a good
ber that many of the homes
bulldings in England and
had to depend for a long time
candles. Seelng Is belleving,
 #till refuse to realize thut
ny bo lnlaul along by

What Can the Government Do With Control
of the Electric Lines That It
Cannot Do Now?

BEF‘ORE the Senate passes the resolu-
lution explicitly empowering the
President to take over the telegraph and
telephone lines it is expected to insist
that adequate reasons be submitted to
justify such action.

The burden of proef iz upon those who
propose that the thing be done.

The resolution states that its purpose
i¢ to insure the continuous operation of
electrien] communicating systems, to
guard the secrecy of war dispatches and
to prevent communications between
public enemies. The assumption is that
public enemies have heen communient-
ing with one another by means of the
telephone and the telegraph and that
there has been a violation of the secrecy
of WAr messages.

Proof of these things ought to be
fortheoming in the first place. What
specifie war dispatches have leaked out
and what public enemies have commu-
niented with one another? 1f the Sen-
ate can learn these things it will have
made a good hoginning.

Then it will be ready to ask how the
Government can prevent the use of the
wires by public e¢nemies and can pre-
serve the secrecy of war dispatches more
effectively than the companics now
operating the telegraph and telephone
lines can do it. If the supporters of the
resolution cannot show definitely how
this can done then the reasons
offered for the seizure of the lines be-
come mere pretexts for the advocates
of Government ownership who wish to
take advantage of war conditions to
upset our present system of private own-
ership.

The same force would operate the
lines as operates them now, The Secrct
would have no greater
right to inspect suspected megsages
than they now exercise. They would
have no freer privilege of putting their
men in an office to lie in wait for per-
sons who wished to communicaté with
public enemies than they now enjoy.
And, so far as we can see, nothing ma-
terial would be effected save a transfer
of the direction of the telephone system
from the hands of Theodore N. Vail, one
of the most efficient business executives
in the world, to the hands of Postmaster
General Burleson and the superseding of
capable telegraph company executives
by this same cabinet member, who after
five years at the head of the postal sys-
tem has yet to demongtrate extraordi-
nary executive ability through improve-
ment of that service to the publie.

If this he all there iz behind the reso-
lution the Senate doos well to pause
before adopting it.

But that resolution refers to insuring
continuous operation of the eclectries]
lines, which must refer to the preven-
tion of strikes. The strike that was to
have taken place on Monday has been
abandoned. And when the resolution
was introduced in the House we were
told that it had been planned long before
there was any thought of a strike. When
Senator Smith was asked whether the
passage of the resolution was asked to
prevent a strike or as a war measure he
replied that it was a war measure, pure
and simple. So we can dismiss from
consideration the talk about insuring
cont nuous operation.

The excuse for taking over the rail-
roads does not exist in the case of the
¢lectrical lines. There are scores of rail-
road companies, many of them serving
the same territory, Some of them were
dsing more business than they could ac-
commodate and others less. Terminals
were not properly utilized for handling
freight. The arrangements for the use
of cars and locomotives were not adapted
to a time when every transportation
resource of the country should be em-
ployed to the best advantage. The rail-
roads have become under the present
arrangement a single unified system,
The country accepts the situastion be-
cause it appreciates the gravity of the
crisis.

But it has not yet been shown what
benefit would accrue from taking over
the electrical lines. It is satisfied with
the service which it is getting and it is
confident that the Government cannot
improve the service to business. [t
would like to know just in what way the
Government can help itself by ousting
the men who are now in charge and
putting political appointees in their
places,

be

Service agents

————ee
A Hun c¢annot ses thie truth, S

be made to fee] L.
————

UPLIFT IN CONGRESS .

I‘[‘ WAS Interesting to resd Congressman

Hampton Moore’s breezy tirade
directed at his colleagues In the House
who are agituting far a commission to
guard the morals of Washington working
girls. Mr. Moore wus stung to fervid ut-
terance and clamorous scorn by the chat-
ter of the members who talked for hours
about the obligations of the presumably
more enlightened “employing class.”

The delusion that a stern morality |s the
peculiar attribute of those who have money
is outwern. It belongs with the age of
mittens. That It should be enshrined In
Congreas ls not at all strange. Congress
loves the old point of view. And yet If
commissiona are to be appolnted there is
and never was any reason why the poor
should not take a turn at the job and
name a commission for the conservation
of the morals of the rich. The poor, un-
fortunately, haven't time to do other than
mind their own business.

The ‘world ls swiftly outliving the pro-
fessional uplifter. Public opinion is dolng
more than any commission ever did to
muake life safer for the uninformed. In the
course of time Congress, oo, will learn

he must

o L NE

- -— -
and that no group monopolizes the talent
for wrongdoing. If a commirsion Is to be
appointed It ahould serve soclety at larce
and do justice to all alike,

Kerensky doesn't asem
to be making much of
A hit In Parls, Now In
the time for Alec lo
witch his step, for the Amerloan bleachers
nre keeplng thelr eyes on him, If he's u
four«flusher we haven't time to monkey with
him. America in pretty busy trying to win
the war.

Mow's Your
Tact, Alee?

A Indy In New York
wants the nation to
oull ithelf Usonia. Sha
saye It la mbsurd to
call ourselves Americans, becauss the Canas
diana and Mexlcans nre an good Americans
ns we nre, Kven so, we have kind of gotten
into the habit,

A Habit
We Have

'l-'nrh sayn. to mnke
wnr I8 to atthek, Whan
the striategy of the
situntion permits, we
may have occasion to recall

Boy! Page
Hindy!

expect
this

Hindy
dietim

Mary little
Good Tidings, bin
Mr. Giarfleld Her lamh
to roll in;
But Mary, ke n prudent
Used it to put her eoal in,

had a

just Toved

girl,

For those who dislike
the proupeet of Jight-
less nights there should
be consolntion in the
knowledge that they have lightless days in
Germany.

DNarkest
Germany

The new hathing sultd uncover . multl-
tude of ghins

Some one ought to suggest that they tax
the gas In Congress,

The Balsheviki control Moscow, But ean
they control themseslves?

A war |n profeesional basebnall
uninteresting—even as o sldezshow.

BACME

Htroehel, the German  Soclallst, who
ealled upon his people to hurl thelr rulers
“ta the devil,” haen't much consideration for
the feelings of hades.

1t the propored revenue b1 Is passed
woulidn't It be only vonsistent to pay taxes
on peper shoes, near-silk frocks and imita-
tion wool trousers with substitute money?

We hope no one will have the poor taste
tn eriticlze the wenther for o long time to
come,  Not within our memory has there
been such n marvelous spell of cool, eiear,
aaure weather nt this time of year.

Thoxe Germnan edltors who continue to
trot hopefully forward with peace proposals
evidently haven't learned that some of the
old maxims have been revised and that, al-
though It only takes one to make a fight
these days, It takes two Co make n digouw-
slon,

| THE CHAFFING DISH |

Broodings on Russia
Dul-‘.H the Kalser plan to Invade Hussia,
where angels fear to tremd?
- -
To go steam-rollering against the de-
fenseless Soviets seems Moscownrdly,
. -
"hw Kaulser's kind of warfare is not only
ruthless but truthless,
. .
Apparently the Letts have
wome pan-soviets of thelr own,
we cull them.

organized
Fantualetts,

L -

The Czecho-8lovak troupe has witlked the
trans-Slberian rallway tles ull the way to
Viadisvostok, Ferhaps they call themselves
Slovactors.

. .

While the new Finn-Hun expeditionary
force Is marching along the Kem-Kande-
lux-Koln rallway on the way to Ekaterina,
it I8 ta he hopud they will tuke with them
the author of the song “K-K-Katyv." He
ought to muke o pretty good anthem out
of thut material,

L] -

But perhaps the Finns will decide that

the gnme ls not worth the Kandelux,
- -

A Bolghevik official in Mosrow telegraphs
that the weekly mutiny was caused by =
group of cheeky fools. Is that a whiskered
pronunciation of Czech fools?

The German editors are very hot over
the fuct that a few pro-lHuns in this coun-
try have been forcibly draped in tar and
feathiers. They must be jeulous, for cer-
talnly a sult of tar and feathers is more
durable clothing than the paper garments
worn in Berlin,

The Fairies
THE falries work so hard these days
To keep us ga

For {f we let them know we're sad
They'll fly awny.
They tell us there are still the trees
That ¢limb so high
They trip the round moon in her flight
Across the sky.
And there are still green felds to find
And hills to press,
And back behind the western wind
The wilderness.
And s0 we let the falries think
That we nre gay,
For if they knew how sad we were
Tﬁe:"ul fly away,
BEATRICE
Spatriotism
In order to save leather women are asked
to wear low shoes with spats next winter,
—Fashlon Note.

WASHBURN,

Perfectly Fair, Harry, If No One Else Said
It First
Dear Bocrates—Would it be fair to say
that the whole world now is made up of
Bolsheviks and Bolshevictims?
HARRY
Devil Doggerel

I am red hot for a change and b “‘man’'s job. '
—Personnl ad in New Tulk Times.

If you want a job
Where men abund
Put on the togs
Of a Teufel Hund.

MAULE,

If you ache to see

Bill under the cogs,
Why not enlist

With the Devil Dogs?

' Extra Aursction!
| Great Literary Sensation!!
Tomorrow, the first Installment of an
amuazing serial
By William McFee
Orider your Chafing Dish eariy!!}

| necessary.

IT IS A LONG ROAD
TO KOLA

HE proclamation of martial law In the

Russlan province of Archangel and the
landing of American marines to co.operate
with the French and Rritish foroes In pros
teoting military supplien at Kola, on the
Murman coast, occurred at about the same
time. The news reached this country on
the day before the Fourth of July.

But not one person in a thousand knew
enough about the geography of Russin to
tell where the Murman coast is or to ex-
plain the relatlon of the provinea of* Areh-
angel to the other provinces.

RCHANGEL, or, ns tha transliteration

of the Russian spelling has {t, Arkh-
angelek, is the northernmost eubdivision
of Russia. It touches the Aretie Ocean and
exlends cast and west from the Ural Mosin-
tains to Finland, It Is bounded on the
#outh by the provinces of Vologda and
Olentz. It has an area of 826,000 square
miles and a population of 500,000, or a little
more than one and a half persons to the
square miie. The White Bea cuts It Into
two parts, leaving about a quarter of its
area west of that sea. This part Includes
Kola and the Kola peninsulg.

OLA 1s the newly redlscovered [ce-free

port of Russin, The Norse fishermen
hind known of it for generatlons, probably
for centuries, The tag end of the Gulf
Stream approaches it and then loses Iteelf
in the lcy wnters of the Arctle. The flah-
ermen have been In the hablt of spending
the summer on the water with their nets.
In the autwnn they put Into Catherine
harbor, on which Xoln les, cured and
packed thelr fish and In the spring sold
them, Kola Is at the head of the harbor.
About half-way between it and Ekatorina,
or Catherine, at the mouth of the harbor,
les another fishing wvillage of Alexan.
drovsk, This village had a population of
less than 600 in 1014, *

HIZ war has changed the whole aspect

of the eountry roundabout, for It
brought about the discovery that Kola was
far superlor to Archangel as a port for
landing military supplles, Archangel is on
an arm of the White Sea 300 miles further
south than Kola, but Its harbor fa froxen
for clght months of the year.
And It s eonnected with Mogcow by a rall-
road with a single track. When it became
evident that it would be Impossihle (o
move the wtores that lind been landed at
Archangel the work of extending the rafl-
rond which connects Detrograd with Pe-
trozavodsk on Lake Onegn o0 a8 to connect
with wis forthwith begun. It waa
pushed forward with all u['w'-ml until now
there |s sald to be a double-track line be.
tween the capitnl and this open Arctie
purt, o distance of 874 miles.

seven ot

Kuoln

HE line

trozavodek hns been open for several
yvears., T®o hundred and thirty-seven miles
notth of Petrozavodsk the new rond reaches
the town of Soroka on the White Sen, In
the eame latitude as Archangel. Swerving
to the northwest the road touecles Kem,
thirty-five miles away. Kem 8 the most
important  Industrinl and  administrative
center of the region, bul it has a popula-
tion of only 2000, North of Kem the road
runs for 224 miles through a district of
small lakes and extensive swamps and Im-
mense forests of fAr to Kandalakcha, a
fishing settlement., Thence it crosses the
Kola peninsulie for 179 miles to Catherine
harbor nnd Kola,

between Petrogiad »and Pe-

HE section of the road across the Kola

peninsula to the Murman coast was
hullt under the greatest diffculties. The
workmen were almost literally eaten nljve
by midges and mosquitoes, the pest of the
Arctie reglons In summer. They appeared
In great clouds and It was almost impossi-
hle for the workmen to prevent themselves
from Lreathing them and swallowing them.

The engineering problems solved were
mokt perplexing. The ground s a floating
wod in the summer, supported by the water
from the melted lce beneath, which In turn
rests on the frozen subsoll that never
thaws., For one streteh of 133 miles it was
necessary to drive plles to support the
track. In other places cofferdams hud to
be built to keep out the water while
soprch was made for firm foundations., At
one place u lofty wall of granite lay across
the line and it was found necessary to
tunnel it for half a mile 10 make a way
for the trucks,

HIZ Germans did thelr best to Interfere

with the completion of the road. The
rails for the section from Kola to Kanda.
lakeha were ehipped from Brooklyn in 1915,
urt of them were on the steamship Silver-
wings. But from some undetermined cause
the ship foundered off the coust of Nova
Beotin and sank with her cargo, Arrange.
ments were at once mide to send more
ralle. As the road I8 In operation, they
must have arrived safely,

OL.A has been Hke & boom town in the

West as & result of the discovery of its
importance, The bay Is thirty miles deep,
with the town at Its head. Where It
widens out a little there iz a large Island
numed Zemenova, that has been developed
as @ recelving statlon. Extensive plers
have been bullt and large warehouses have
been put up. Thousands of men were
taken there to engage In the work of con-
atruetion and to handle the military sup-
plies before Rusala dropped out of the war,
The supplies were landed on the jsland
from the ships and transported in barges
to the rallroad terminul. Hundreds of
thousands ' of tons of these supplles are
now sald to be lying there exposed to the
weather and guarded by the American,
French and Britlsh forces,

HE CGermans have béen making demon-

strations in the direction of Catherine
harbor in the hope of being able to selze
the military supplies. The nature of the
ground over whieh they must pass ls such
that it will be almost impossible for any
consideratle force to penetrate the coun-
try if they are opposed, The only feasible
wiay to get there is by rallroad, and It is
easy to destroy that Iif conditions make It
Not even the CGermans can
march through a boggy country Infested
with mosquitoes and with no solld ground
on which to camp. Kola seems to be pretty

-amii‘-—r_‘m—. st 3,
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THE GOWNSMAN

“T: ORGANIZE represents tlu- domi-
nant idea of our ecivillzation., To or=
ganize Is to be respectuble, and as every
one wants to be respectable, every one
dreams of new schemes of organization
* % & Ttis diMcult to think of any class
that has not been organized of late years.”™
Thus writes George Moore;
“Po organize something—or, put It differ-
ently, to educute some one—Iis today every
man's ambitlon. So long as It Is not him-
self, it matters no jot whom he educates."

DIVERTING book might be written by

nearly any man of middle life who has
not forgotten how to use his pen on or
gunlzations to which I have Dbelonged.
Perhaps a still morg diverting one might
he: eompiled on organizations, membership
in which 1 have thought it wise to decline:
provided always that the writer would dare
tell the truth. That difficult matter, to tell
the truth! There was a hobble-de-hoy
urchin of twelve, in whose freckled, red-
headed makeup, contrary to #ll known law
of precedent fact, there was no dash of
humor. He was 4 soléamn youngster, wide-
eyed and abominably honest, His observ-
ant eye was attracted ene duy by the odd-
ity of the appearance of a lady who haa
heen young at some doubtful perlod not
too long ago. As he neared her le observed
that the oddity In her fuce which had at
tracted his eye was a markedly crooked
nose. Jeing interested, he asked her, “po-
litely! ™ he afterward uffirmed under moth.
erly correction, *How did your nose come
to be crooked?"

“And do you know, mother, first she
gasped, us though she wis golng to faint,
and then asked me where 1 was raised?
and I said, ‘Only just here."

UT the Gownsman has digressed from

one pulnful subject to another, from
organization to the dgmnable art of telling
the truth, which latter art he ls credibly
Informed once put & successful practitioner
of It for a period of twenty-four hours In
jull, where he richly deserved to be, With
circumspection, thevefore, let us step back
to orgunizations, There are organizations
“to the which” we cannot escape belonging,
the State which bids us bear a load if we
would be free—strange puradox! And
there is the church and political party,
both, In these days, largely matters of
birth, not cholee. To be or not to be a
Presbyteriun? Never g Hamlet of us all
is troubled with the question. And in what
high disdain do we hold & man who has
been a Republican and has dared to cease
by his own volltion to continue ever In that
noble, elevated and patrviotie condition.
There is even a certiin extenuntion plead-
nble In the case of  mun whose father was
w Democrat before him, It Is like being
born a Methodist or a Hicksite, not so
much a thing to bonst about as to accept
with the other viclssitudes of life,

UT If there are vrganizations which we
cannot escape, there are others into

the enteving of which Yhe ordinary man s
supposed to exercise nt least & specles of
volitlon, Matrimony, for exumple, though
the Gownsmen professes himself here
somewhat In doubt. Can one help being
married, for example, elther beforg or
after? And then there |s the famlily. It 1=
incredible Into what familles some meén
contrive to he born. But here a wise
providence steps in: for no matter what his
famlly, every man—and especlally every
woman—Iis sure to be proud of It

“The la Fools of the North, the La
Fools of the South: we come not of the
La Fools of Essex, but of the La Fools of
France, as honorable and anclent a family
as ever bore arms, and ours Is a coat of
motley, lneally derivable from Joseph's
coat of many colors, for the La Fools have
ever been of ul-l.ny m" -

&Il M

nnd further:,

Nﬂ\\ uf urﬁ.antwllunn that we have
thrust upon ug the chlefest are chari
tuble and liteyary. For nineteen centuries
good men have been deeply concerned in
the saving of thelr own souls; now we are
miinly busy about the souls, the health,
the conduet, the nutrition and the manner
ol getling born of other people. Charity
14 dead: It decayed with Charles Lamb's
beggars of the metropolis and has long
slnce been lterally organized Into a late
ind dishonored grave, Has the Gownsman
a reader so demorallzed that he would
throw a penny to u heggar or a bone to a
dok? Or If he has been gullty of such an
Indiseretion, will he not see to it that the
next beggnr recelves ‘n soup ticket or an
investigation slip or something equally
moper and organized and that the next
wagdering eur I8 canght by the authorities
therefor provided and sent to the bourne
whence no puppy hasg ever returned?

ITERARY and learned” societies are
the very fungl of the world’s intellec-
tual activity. Like the fungl they spring
up over night in almost any close, warm
atmosphere nnd flourish in a variety of
form, eolor and attractiveness, And, like
the fungi once more, it Is next to impossi-
ble to know of which one dare partake
and which do flourish merely “for delecta-
tlon unto the eye, albeit they be rank unto
them which have not strong stomachs.”
It must be conceded that the gregarious-
ness of literary folk far exceeds that of
vheep, Has the reader ever noticed that
sheep are apt to feed all headed one way,
scenting the alr of morning as a flock,
turned tall—If sheep have talls—to o biting
wind engemble? This today Is one of the
ways of literary socleties which are wont
to lubrlcate—fine word!—by program, to
etudy together, knit thelr brows in thought
together and meet and discuss in ordered
wise,  Hspeclally do lterary and learned
folkk eat together; "for, like every sheep,
every lnm‘pher of guch a soclety whom the
Gownsmun has been 1 onored to know cats
well,

Some also drink.

At.:[-:.\'TI‘l'-IMA.\' of middle yeurs and

anxious ways once called upon the
Gownsmuan “to interest you, sir, In an Im.
portunt movement which T am now setting
on foot," .

Hoping against hope for something new,
the Gownsmuan bade his zuenl be seated
und to go on,

“Now 1 come from the West, where, you
know, we do thinge"

The CGownsman nodded assent to the
first, un obvious truism.

“In my natlve town we have a literary
soclety, slr, 700 strong. 1 find nothing ke
thut in Philadelphin, 8iv, It is a erying
need. 1 want to interest you in the foun-
dation of a Hterary soclety in which Phila-
delphians can begin the study, sir, mind
you, the serious study, of poetry."

"But, my dear slp, there are already forty
such, of twenty or more of which I am a
reluctant member, or oMecer. for aught T
know to the contrary."

And only modesty prevents the Gowns-
man from reeling off the list of honors of
this kind which are his.

AY, mpdesty, begone; who cares? The

Gownsman cut his eye testh in the
Hrowning Soclety, which in his day beat
out our western ploneer with & member-
ship of 903 women and seven men. ‘l‘h..
Philadelphia  Bhakespere Soclety — mark
well the distinctive spelling—had read
twenty of the plays of S8hakespeare and,
making & menu card out of quotations
from each, had dined on |t before the Btate
from which our Westerner-came was even
founded. Is It for nothing that Benjamin
Franklin, who founded the l"nnkiln Iun.
tll#l'wc I.nua. i "“?"“’”‘*' thi

clety for the diffusion of useful knowledge
which our esteemed secretary, the ever.
amiable Dr, I. Minis Hays, conslders only
matters which concern the measurements
of stars of the seventh magnitude or Inves-
tigntlons Into premature wsenility among
the gastropods? Think of the literary wo-
cleties of North, West and South Philadel:
phia—the latter at this very moment dis.
cussing that English classle, "Plgs 1s Plgs.”
Think of the literary reminiscences of
Camden, with Whitman, now finally burfed
there, or of the poetical potentlalities of
Manayunk, when Ogontz has glven us
Ezra Pound!
ASTLY, there are organizations—as there
are organisms-—which one would felgn
evade, and these are especlally all socleties
designed to teach one anything, to make
one better, to regulate, order, gulde and in-
terfere with that innate willfulness which
alone prevents the reformers from reform-
Ing the human race, regenerate and unres
generate, off the earth, It is an admirable

safeguard of nature that you cannot edu-

cate a real boy beyond a certaln polnt:
the boy In him rebels, and it Is & happy
shortcoming that organization carries with
it Its own deadllest foe, for even the falth-
fulest wardsmen cannot live by the organi+
zation alone.

l

THE SLACKER
By Stanley Kidder Wilson

CAME upon a rose

Within an orchard close,
Bingle, an & frall stalk,
Al a break In the walk.
It shrugged at me, a tease,
‘Neath the serious, busy trees;
With a truant alr danced
Opportune to winds as they chanced;
Bhyly curtseyed, pouting,
As If faintly doubting,
In presence of the fruit
My grave stand at salute;
Lifted no arresting volce,
Murmured, *'Twas not my cholice;
1, too, would bear and serve,
Enrich sinew and nerve,
1, too, be patriot, .
But, alas, sterile my lot!
Mine's but a laughlng bit,
Mine merely to flit
Futile from sys to eye
As hunger plods by."

“Nay, be of comfort, child,”
1 countered, “there's a wild
Ingenuous service, too,

Not unlike God are you:
God justifies His belng,
Free—as well as freeing.”
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