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“THE CRACK IN THE BELL”
A STORY OF POLITICS IN PHILADELPHIA

By Peter Clark Macfarlane
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THE J08. YEARS AGO WE DRUMMED
FoR OUR HOME Yovitl BAND-ETe.

BoAT 5 REACHED
HER CAPACITY -
MO MORE TICHETS

HET ! wWATCH YouR BEAT BONEHEAD! ]
Tris AINT TAZZ MUSIC WE'RE

WHY \F IT ASH'T THE BoYs!
ARENT YOU 1N THE WRONG

S._J

PLAYIN' MowW!
.
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Shell Shock
MARY LONG

his |

He l-lumhrrl out on the wings
of the senpline and reached up to the
wiree, In a moment he had found
the cuts muade by the fAle,

Carl went pole as he saw that his
evil work wans digsrovered. Peggy Saw
him move it to run nway. Then,
ke nn actor. he foreed an uncons
cerned smile to his lips and came (o
the slide of the machine,

“Anything wrong?"' he =ald

Lisutenant Young stepped
from the Injured wires and
Carl full in the face
| "What made you think there might
he something wrong?' he asked In n
vory eallm, very eold volee, “You just
gald the wires were il right.”

“That's what the inepector
guickly answered Carl

Lientenant Young called
specior,

“Inspector

| of putty

hack
lonked

ania,”

to the In-
Mordves, will yon kindly
come here?" L, l-"lllf“ ant Young pointed
to the wires. “'IMd you glve your ap-
provil these wires

The Inspector carefully examined
| the wires, Then he grew as white as
Carl had heen,

“Bome one  har
them.” he whispered to Lientenant
Yaung., The officer, lis face set hard
and gtern. and the bovish fun all gone
aut of it, nodded his head,

“That n to he seen, he sald.
He  lonked arl square in the eve,
“Foreman Carl. you and your crew

the only persons who touched
this seaplane after |ts ingpection, Line
up here™

Nine men lned up with Carl.

“Which of ten tampered with
the wires""

The men Inoked
ment, even Carl
Nooone answered,

Pegey turned ecagerly

vallow

“Muke
way you

That
Jow
velzed

tampered  with

vl

at him in astonishe-
simulating surprise.
o Cieneral
him oconfess,"”
i Blue Jav,”
was enough for General Swals
He darted to Carl's shouldep and
him by the e nipping 1t
fiercely, The foremuan let out a4 yvell of
pain and fear,
“Wow!" he
ward, “Wow!

“Humph!"
Young, *I he
i, no!

she eried. “The

Berenmed
Wow
muttered Lleutenant
[ suspected 1"
velled Cerl "It wasn't

Jumping for-
f

nie,
me

General  Swallow  nipped
agiln. and Carl screnmed the

“ull the fle from N
eried I* v, ULieneral 8w
(R BTN ir and jerked the
aut af his Jumper pocket.
Young saw |t stepped
took the He fitted it to the marks
I the wires Then nodded his head
uid beckoned 1o two gunrds

“Mace this man undet
ordered.

On Friday wili inli hewe the

seaplape, ith 1 W on board,
vocs searching stlmariites.)

hiz ear
louder,
pocket,”
W let go
file partly
Lieutenant
forward and

wrrest!' Na

far

e —t

will be
a small
¢ of which
wand.  “Tha
»n..ngh L]

after o
Just
g

few minutes
right,” and n
vurlvd waell,
wi Kol with
sand  just imakes bt
throw,™ she satd, wng n'tluul ¥ spenk-
ing aloud in her interest, “I'Il try to
that durk spot over there on the
ide of the beach.”  So, standing
v and Lok Im.' careful nlm, she sent the
Httle ghell il|||ll|.lL neross the wuater.
! Fasclinted, she watehed it go-—and
H|n~1|—

“thls one
plekad
t
fine,
it

wy, wlhinat
vy }u||~| ol
ol alone
must |
ehideid

wan that 2" for a hoaras
upon the stillness,  Aline
for o moment, -rmnlul “1
ave  srack seme one, the
] iy and fear lending wings
she sped nround the curve
ca and over the hard sand 1o

- Wlde
why did |
she nlmost

eyrr dn
sabbied In hep
I\|I|--I HOTH
e on

ruch a silly
nny =
one"
with m
s d
Ing where she
fid that she wa
At once, Axline nearly
Heure of 4 young
nEniost o ronclk ruefully
forcheuwd with one hand, and with tke
-"ll-| wiping awny the [t || giresin of
Plossl that triekled down 2 face from
it o his templs
Vhy—wa—win
gl completely ot
run “Why —#r—nre
The ane,'" h
FALT PWhy—ipr
b&: thar s, whivhever
I gesm T'my tit," "
in hls Fngl sh,
rirl ln-ullul
“Wi

went, and
nat able
full over
mian =ltting
rubbing hia

stanmmerod
aof breath
yall the
wered
e, |

1he
from hep
Ot Mt

a litrle pus-
glesa T must
one Aoy meann,

getting shghtly mixed

bt wmtling  hte the
fae
nn are

Yol tae one
h--|'|| Just

now, ™

that
eaplained

| “Well, 1 should
Eay L odigl You aee, 1 was sound asleep
when thisg thitg came along in such a
Itiery, Why, 1 thoueht 5 #hell from &
2edneh fleld gun had struck mie, and T
¥ omiugt have yeolled loud enough

i scared off 4 whole regiment of
1 hi f‘]lf‘lh\ You see, at first I really
Aidn't kunw just what bad happened.
Fmo osorey if 1 frightened  vai. Won't
You sl down o moment ? and he spread
e eont oul ¢ the sand

Well, really, you did glve
shoel,” admitted the glel,
wpan the mand, just be
the reaetion, "But then,”
“I really  deserved it, for, you pes, L
threw the shell, I da hope It hasn't
renlly hurt you” she finlvhed anxiously.
“Nothing: but a scrateh,” he assured
h taking down handkerchief to
prove his words, “Tt's not worth talk-
||I|R nbout and certainly not waorth the
| nwful racket 1 must hav wdde, But
vou see It was the shock, coming as it
did when 1 was sound  asleep. But
there's no harm done, so don't give it
another moment's thought.™

And so they sat thers In the glory
af the sumn sunshine and chatted as
only two young folks can ik, who are
|u-mlmllj attracted to each other, and
for the rest of the morning and many
n moerning thereafter Sammle Allen an
1 rothers's summer rder walke
together on the hard s h of sand
thiut lay between thelr two homes.

But three months |8 not forever, and
the end of the “furlough was drawing
near. Agaln, the two young people sat
on the sand’ ut the very spot whera
they had frst met In such an  unexs
peeted manner. .

In_ low tones Allen
apeaking o slde
eald,

time's nearly

I whall have a. biek, Aline, now,

und think that our pleasant duys ara
He looked at her sugeest'vely.

“Must they be—qgulte—over, Allne?" H8

rose and, taking her two hands In his,

fhelped the girl to Her feet. “Allne, 1itde

| girl, won't you tell me that there'll

| even happler days for mm—fnr us—when

t+ 1 come homoe—for goo

Vo Apd with samiling eyes and a lHetle

tremulouy smile on her lipe, the girl

swent Into the outstretched arms that

sought her

shours !
Al

“Rhout

fop

he replied

me quite-a
inking down
inning 1o fesel *
she went on,

SEammie
the girl at his
up. Aline,” he

N
“and

awnited her, and when he
i|m she dAfd not deny him
] really think that 1 am
in  the company who can trut

fully say that he has suffered twl

from ‘shell shock™ and survived," hal

Sammle Allen some time Inter. “‘Fhe
firnt took away the use of my arms
and lega for a litle while, but the
second robhied me of my heart rom-_

ever,"
“Well, I was frightoned out of m,"
" confeased AII

wits when It happened.
| "but since it has turned out like tli
his arm a little uuuer:e 4 |1
L
| gave you t} h,

giving
now, of oo I'm very glad
t second ‘shell shoek.'
And tmgether they wenided thelr wi
| toward the Allen _farmhouse.

the on
H muh

il |
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