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By 1871, when Governor Pennypacker was twenty-eight

years old, he had become prominent in civic and political

affairs. This smooth-shaven young man was a frequent
= visitor at important meetings.

; CHAPTER VII
Reformer

HE prwailding sentiment in Chester County during the time of
my cagly life there was that it was the duty of all men to show
an interest and cven to participate in the manosgement of publie
affuire  Mimy of the vouths about to enter upon the struggles that
confgonted them had some ambition in the divection of secking public
stofion. In any aent they had u veul concern for, und carnestly
" diycussed, the acls and the merits of ofticiuls, whether executive or
rrpresentative, As one of them I saw or thought that I saw much that
meeded improvement, and I was altogether veady to take hold some-
whare and muke un effort to huve the evifs which aflicted the ad-
ministration of public affairs corrected. My experience had not
been suficient, nor was my philosophy subtle enough, to enable
me to see that while there i= much in the conduct of men that is
imperfect, such imperfection is at least as greut umong those who
nurrate and comment us umong thgse who do the work of the
world. What appeaved in print wus uwccepted as the truth, and
there my reasoning began. It needed to go much deeper. The
feeling in the county was very untagonistic to Simon Cameron, who
was then a controlling factor in the Republican party in the State,
and with that feeling the members of my own fumily, which for
over half a century had been active in county affuirs, were in entire
accorid. I regarded him as a malign influence which wus, through

the efforts of those imbued with u due regurd for the public wel- *

fare, to be in some way or other overcome, The entire line of
political thought was thut a Demoerat was an obnoxious person who
had been helping his friends in u wicked attempt to destroy the
Government, and in order thut he might be continuously und forever
repressed it was necessary to purify the Republican purty by the
elimination of Cameron and those in combinution with him.

Later I went to the city, In the boarding house on the north
li.dg of Chestnut, below Fifth street, there bourded a man named
0. G. Hempstead, who had been appointed from some interior
county to a position in the custom house, nearly opposite,  Later
he grew into a large business connected with importations, and his
#ons are prosperous. On one occayion Hempstead had me uppainted
a clerk of u precinet election board, at which I carned five dollars, and
started me on my official career, Afterward, taking a room on

. Eighth street, below Walnut, and becoming a resident of the first
division of the Eighth Ward of the city, 1 sought the opportunity to
participate in its local affuirs, John C. Martin, member of Common
Council, a native of Maryland, partially paralyzed, keen, bright and
active, was the ward leader of the Republican party and he lived in
the same precinct. I was fortunate enough to get into his good
graces, although he had a superabundant supply of ambition and
capacity. Among those tuking un active part were A, E. Smith, »
small contractor, whose sons, I believe, have made a fortune out
of the business as it extended, snd Charles A. Porter lately
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arrived from Ohio, harefooted and penniless, and by doing little
chores around the house of a fire engine company had found there
@ place to sleep. Later he ncquired a fortune, bought an expensive
house on North Broad street, secured extensive contracts for sewers
and reservoirs, developed into a power in the politics of the city
and State, and becume o member of the State Senate,

Charles H. T. Collis had just returned from the war. An office
boy in the office of John M, Read, who became Chief Justice, thut
influential gentleman made o pet of him and advanced his fortunes,
Collis took a regiment of Zouaves into the wyr and became a briga
dier general. Such u condition of things alwaye arouses envy und
opposition and Collis was ever followed by the stories of incapacity
and even lack of courage. 1 do not believe any of them. He suffered
from the disadvantages of a man who pursues fortune too cagerly
and he was vot always equipped, but he had energy und alertness
and 1 have seen him display & brave spirit where it was required.
He became City Solicitor for Philadelphia, married o beuutiful
woman and removed to New York. 1 wrote the pronunciamentos,
served on the election board, became a member of the executive coni-
mittee for the ward, went to the Judicial Convention and voted for
the nomination of James T. Mitehell when first he beeame n Judge,
and in 1808 T was elected a member of the seliool hoard

Political Growth

Turbulenve very often marked the politicul struggles. On one
occasion a contest arose ut the primary election over the selection of
delegutes to the nominating conventions, the chief controvirsy being
over the numing of u Sheriff. Collis was on the regular ticket as a
tlelegute to this convention, and it was arrunged that I should go to the
convention to nominute a City Solicitor. Just before the polls closed
a man came up (o the window to vote; while the clerk was looking
up his nume, he reached in through the window, seized the ballotho:
amd van with it down the street und scuttered the ballots in the
gutters for Lwo squares, It was Jdone very suddenly: his friemd
stood in the way to black pursuit and he succeeded in escaping, He
left an angry lot of politicinns around the polls. We went to u
neighboring tuvern, I drew up a lot of aMdavits to the effect thut in
our judgment we had a large majority of the voles cast, and upon
these crodentinls wa secured our seats in the conventions. A little
fellow, hardly lagger thun a dwarf, with a squeaky voice, named
Robert Renshaw, and who was always called the “Colonel,” had a
room in the Press Building where he slept. s appearance, elaim
ing the vight (o vote, was always the signul for an outbreak, but he
had more pluck than strength and could not be driven away

In 18575, whih my mother, wife and two children, T went to live
al 1540 North Pifteenth steeet, in the Twentyv-ninth Ward, and thi
vontinued to le my home for the next twenty-seven year At this

time the ward leader was Hamilton Disston. and o young man
William U. Moyer represented him in
I went to the executive commitiee,

all active movements.  Agui
Onee 1 broached the subject

goiog o Couneils and Moyer said it would suit him very well, Lut
I would have to arrange the matter with Disston,
nie, since I had no thought of belonging to o
the subject and every day

Thiz did not =it
vhody there, 1 dropped
Nelson F
Evuns, a very worthy man with Calvinistie tendencies, president of

grew more  independent,
i bank, who & few years later weit to prison for the technicul vie
lation of some statute; Major Williwm I, Lambert, the Philide
phia represcntative of the New York Mutunl Life Insurance Co
pany, with myself und some others, undertook to vevolutionize {he
precinet, We hired a hall, notified every Republican, held & m
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g, which was largely attended, and selected a ticket. For a time it
looked aus though we would succeed, but we failed at the last moment
through the better discipline of our opponents und the superior prac-
tival knowledge which comes with it. The evening of the primary
election turned out to be cold und blasts of snow filled the air. The
well-to-do eitizens upon whom we relied sat at home by their fires in
comfort.  Their servants rode In carriages, hired by the mor
shrewd regulars, to the polls and voted against us. However, we
coused anxiety and almost won.

About this time the preliminary symptoms were disclosed of a
concerted effort upon the part of those in control of the Republican
party to continue Genernl Grant in the Presidemcy after the ex-
llil'uiiur} of his eight years of service in that office. 1 had never
been very enthusiastic in my admiration for Grant, although recog-
niging his great force of character: as o general his campaigns
displayed more resolution than military skill. Hig ultimate great

weess  dopended upon the fuet that Meade had delivered the
ushing blow te the main army of the rebels at Gettysburg, His

¥

unjust use of the power of the Presidency to elevate Sheridan,
with much less achievement, to the head of the army over Meade,
waus probably influenced by his recognition of that fact. His con

duet of the presidential office was coarse and it seemed Lo me that
with his temperament and the held which his military schievement
wave him upon the minds of the people and his willingness to von
tinue in the uflice indefinitely, he was dangerous to the institutions
of the country, In February, 1880, there was organized in Phila-
delphia a movement with the imposing title of “The National Re

William Roteh Wister, a distinguizhed lawyer,
was chairman; Charles Wheeler, of the wealthy iron firm of Mor-

s, Wheeler & Co., whose duughter later married a Jupanese und
went to Japan to live, was the treasurer, and Hampton L. Carsoa,
luter Attorney General for the Commonwealth, wius the secretury.
Wharton Barker. n bankdr, then supposed to be worth a million
dollars; John MeLuughlin, Henry. C. Lea, the famous historian;
Samuel W, Pennypacker, T. Morriz Perot, Wayne MacVeagh, who
reaped reward from the movement; Joseph (. Rosengurten, a man
of letters, whose family gathered a fortune from quinine; E. Dun-
bur Lockwood, a worthy man in a chronic sttitude of criticism,
and . Lapsley Wilson constituted the executive committee, They
sent un address signed by sbout one hundred and fifsy influential
citlzens Lo the State Convention, which contained this patent threat:
“We, thevefore, bog of you so to act that the influence of the greut
State’ of Pennsyivania may be thrown in favor of one who can be
conseientionsly supported and aguinst those whom the honest voter

iy feel hinsell ﬂhli“'i'd 1o oppose at the polls” There was wide
comment upon this nddress and attitude over the country. So furs
as 1 know all pf these men bad burned their bridges und would
have voted seainst Grant had he been nominuted for a third term,
In u second ecircular the demand of the lewgue wus expressed in the
phrase, “No thfrd term, a party without a muster, and a candidate
without @ stain’™—junguage due to MucVeagh, In & third circular
the name of MeMuanes, of Philadelphin, was mentioned in associn
tion with that of Tweed, of New York, who not long before hail
been stnt to prison.

Jumes MeManes, a thrifty, capuble and vigoreus Irisleman,
whe accumulated o lurge fortune in street railways, was then ut
the head of the Republican organization in Philadelphia. e wa:
un absolute autovrat, who tolerated no difference in epinion in the
vanks, The use of the word “bess,” which has since become a0
prevalent in Americn, began with this eircular and was the dis.

publican League.”
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The old Menzonite Meeting Hous. at Pheenixville, in which Matthias l'ennilmtkrr. grent-grandfather of the Governor, preached

and in whose yard his great-grandfather, grandfat

er and father were buried,
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Wayne MacVeagh, former Attorney General of the U
States and prominent in Pennsylvania and national

vovery of Henry €. Lea, MeManes was the loading cha
i book entitled “Solisl for Mulhooly,” which was widely q
vin through several editions. MeManes, who naturally d
appreciate this wotoriety, meeting with E. Dunbar Lockws
the Union Leagus u few days after the issue of the civeulsn
veeded w0 grive him o thrashing, upon the theory that he .
author. It was u case, however, of vienrious sacrifice. The offd
was written by Henry €. Lea, with some emendations by
the reference to MeMunes was the work of Lea.

Ready For the <onvention

I May, a few weeks later, the league, becoming more @8
is tme passed, determined that they “will not vote under &
cumstunees for Geneval Grant, but will support any other g
ol the convention," and that a delegation shoulil be sent
nominating convention in Chicago. Those selected were Wil
Larker, Wayne MacVeagh, T. Morris Perot, John MeLaughll
ward R, Wood, Stuart Wood, Hampton L, Carson, Samuel W,
pucker, Henry Reed and Rudolph Blankenburg, Though th
in dead earnest, with &#he possible exception of MacVeagh,
directive foree was Buarker, a not sltogether wise, but si
vigorous pevsonality, up to that time in cvery way successfy
ambitious to do some broud and important work. He had be
vesponding for ceveral years with Jumes A, Garfield, of Ohlo
the tariff, hud often told me that Garfield wias the man to
clected to the Presidency, und he started out with the e
und determined purpose to use every effort in this direction.
this view MacVeugh was not in accord. AL this time there %
banking firm in Huozleton, Pa., doing businces as Pardee, :
Grier, in which Avio Pardee, the millionaire, supplied m
capital and W. A, M. Grier was the nctive partner. Th
advice of Barvker, with whem his firm had many trunsaetions,
had become a client of mine. He had been ‘elected a delegute
national convention, und we bhoth did all we could o persy
to vote for Garfield. We went to Chicago in a style likely s
some impression. We had u special ear, and all of the concon
Others on their way to Chieago, learning that we were comf
vame into our cur to #pend their time in our company and
ug to proselyte. Among them were Robert G, Ingersoll, bigs
hearted and jovia), and Stawart L, Woodford, then District &
ney for New York and wfterward Minister to Spain, y
wig opposed to u third term, but Woodford necessarily
the nomination of Grant. Woodford being in the camp of the
wat inelined to be silent, !

“Come, cheer up man,” said Ingersoll. “Don't be so

“I am not all the while muking n noise,” was the repls, _-

“Oh" said Ingersoll, “you remind me of the old farmest
loaded up a pig and u sheep to take to maurket. The |
went along quictly, but the pig kept up such a squealing the
farmer got angry. inully he said to the pig, “Look at that
see how nicely he goes along.” “Yes,” suid the pig, “but the da
fool doesn't know where he Is going” :

The applicution 10 Woodford's course was pointed.
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A novel of love. hidden treasure and rebellion in beautiful. m
_ terious Cuba during the exciting days of the revolt against
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will reward you™

hnt he was about L0 may,
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soma hidden significance, some senaifio people,
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Iy at the speaker. fsn
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. for the suke of your own
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The flslorman wuas scowling.
do wrong to

“My brother Esiebun 5 alck
frall little lad with a ¢reoked back,

“PFerbaps ! But<bow much will you pay ™

"We wlill try to talk like

The brothers Villar were back al Marin's |
afternoon, and 1o
ruturned dally thereafter untli they b
¥t peovailed over the Spaninrd's fears
romise of assistesnoe,
h wicomplished, they made saveral cau-
tous purchuses, a coat lars, o shirt

& palr of wrousers fn noother
thay had awseabled a canplets

¥
P w0 Asetidle pod lils
wlter Loth Lsd reflused to eunter

find prafer to .'

T
ﬁ:;‘:: 0‘::“!': them bado good-hy to their

Lis ph
}ni' u‘
|...w'1;, upon plles and under it they crepl, knee-
Asennlo dee ured thut he was too siok Lo be doep In the lapping waves, To thelr left
pod, wnd asertmd thay )

e would in-
he

I wid by,
will be the safest possible way (0 concesl

them. " |
He s . Rosa clapped ler hands In  delight
. Uod “Why, of courss! It is the very thing. e ol o By,

Wait until I show you'
Profiting by her first moment alogpe—-
Evangeline and her husband belng stili in

ramiba !

. sl after put- T s,

soveril rehearsals In
soutlne deportmsent, he pronounced the
uise us nearly parfect as could be Lwped

g
=
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That lbera. upplichtion of dirt to the sult, wnd |
| declpred that Rosa would puss any-

there, where 48 n boy, I

i here came & night when the three of |
black won-
AWRY ucross the clty

panions and glipped

. (| baal ta & 1o that section known as Pueblo Nuevo, then wo ure wesrched
help us?™" r.or‘“u?:":-.nfmt'ﬁf.:’?r? :nu:l:l’.:j ?.":{:ﬁf; followed the along the waterfront untll (g, then gro
Reaven's panie, how ™" neent L consid of they found shelter within the shadows of i viaped the hate

v rivkely structure which hud vnve served as

It was inky
& bathbouse. “The bulldi stood partielly
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was the lHumination of Matangas: to their
ighty of the L8 Altis

wd dark
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I have told iy men that you wie
mmmbery of my wife's fanmily 4
fnrda, bt | doeubt If they will belleve It

“Then you are 1o be my uncle?" Jacket

That's more then 1 can stand !
To be consldared u Bpaniard s bad enough,

He braught the skl slong=ide’a buttered
b]l“.l‘llmil’:ﬂ’ wnd s passengers lumberod mk ol bloo
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L ove uboul for fear o
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lay reluxed uguinst her jover's shoulder snd
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for Lim, and her utler happiness, 1t was vried
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There was & wieepy muttering, the patier
‘ of bare feot u:nm the dock

T'he three brothers Villar felt the s hooner
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vverhemid. Thue passed ol morping, ‘countiyman ' M

slowly, After a whils Jacket yawuned and wny o{‘lw m’runlpd T

A . I

and grumbled upder his breath. vinge I saw you last? 867 Caye 1 -
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