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"eter MceCali, Governor Pennypacker's preceptor, from a
sketeh in the collection of Hampton L, Carson
CHAPTER YV
The Philadelphia Bar :
a stranger for the first Lime met Peter MeCUall the styongest

WIII-..'

impression made upon him that he man
instinctively a gentleman, and thig impression grew with each suc-
ceeding interview. A descendant of George MeCall, n merchant in
Philadelphia in the early colonial period who owned MceCall’s Mano,
ut Manataway, he had a thin, Celtie face, vefined by long time and,
perhaps, cross breeding, with pronounced lips and chin,  Slim, per-
haps five feet eight inches in height, hie possessed u certain power
of oratorical speech and much latent combativencss.  He had been
Mayor of the City, he had been a professor of law in the University
of Pennsylvania. Often nominated for a judgeship in the Court of
Common Pleas by the minority party, he each time failed of election,
but no man could have been Lettér fitted for the office. When elients
were about to leave his inner room, nfter a closed interview, with
the sweetest courtesy of manner he escorted them to the outer door.
With timid visitors at his home, he broached one topic of conver-
sation after another until he discovered the subject in which they
were interested or informed, and then he sat and silently listened
Coming of a fumily of social importance, whose members had purtiei-
pated in the dancing Assemblies from their beginning, having in-
herited what he once deseribed to me as “a little pateimony,” holding
a position at the bar cverywhere recognized as close Lo the top, he
had nevertheless encountered some of the adverse currents of life
He married a Southern woman, a descendant of General Hugh
Mercer, who was Killed at Princeton, She looked well enough aund
lived long, but she was either an invalid or a case of jungled nerves.
Her closet was filled with bottles of medicines which she continually
absorbed. She had one of those jagged wills which often accompuny
such a physique. On one occasion when I was at their country home
she came to me with a pair of scissors and wanted me 1o cut the
legs off & number of “Daddy Longlegs"” which had invaded hér parlor,
To me the proposition seemed horrible and I bluntly refused. The
sympathy accorded by a husband to supposed illness is a great
leverage and she influenced him in many ways to his disadvantage
She wanted the comparative importance of the Mercers to he con-
ceded. She prevailed upon him to move away from the house in
which he had always lived to a more healthful locality. 1 know of
no greuter misfortune thut can happen to the eareer of u man of
ability than to be out of sympathy with his own people in a fateful
crisis in which they are right.  Mr. McCull had been u Whig snd
had become a Democrat. Throughout the war his wife openly
avowed her hope for the success of the Southern cause, and he was
frequently denounced as a Copperhead. He never mentioned the
subject, but when he failed to be re-elected to the vestry of St, Peter's
Chureh, with which he had long been connected, and when his clients
began to drop away und the students who before had striven to
enter his office forsook him, intelligent and sensitive he felt the
change keenly. At the time T entered his office the warmth of
feeling existing at the outset of the war had somewhat abated and
the genuine respect for Mr, MeCall had begun to revive.
I reached the offices, No. 224 South Fourth street, on the west
side of Fourth street below Walnut, in the early morning. They
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consisted of two large rooms on the ground floor, No one else had
vet arrived. Securing a book I selected a large and comfortable
chair, drew it to the front window, and began my studies, Presently
a tall young man with dark whiskers entered and coming over to me
sald: “It ie o custom in this office that the oldest student occupies
that chair and I will thank yvou to give it to me.” [ surrendered it
with due meekness und had received my first lesson in discipline,
The young gentleman was named J. Duross O'Brien, an earnest,
good-hearted and ngreeable fellows 1is nunt, a prosperous milliner,
educnted him. The old-time ways still prevailed in the office and
the students Were expected to run errands and to vespond when
called upon for any sort of manual ussistance. Instead of mailing
hiz letters, Mr. McCall would s=ay in his blandest manner:
“Mr. , 1 wish that on your way home this evening you wilil
be good #nough to deliver these letters.” Onee O'Brien said to him
by way of protest: “Mr. McCall, is it the custom for students in o
lawyer's office to carry letters?” “I think it is, Mr. O'Brien,” and
thereafter whenever a letter was deliverable at any unusual dis-
tance this particulur student was pretty sure to get it. Some
times he stayed away for days to avoid the letters, but these tactic-
were met by accumulution, Once O'Brien, who was not altogethe:
vefined, stood before My. MeCull, who was the expression of delicate
and perfect culture, being instructed upon some subject. In his
yocket was a box of matches ready for the after-lunch cigar. In
‘ds pocket was also his hand fumbling the matches, Suddenly they
were ignited.  “Damn it to hell!™ cjaculated ('Brien. He afterward
went out to New Mexico, where | believe he achieved considerable
SUCCENE,

The Student’s Associales

With Edward 8 Havlan, student of a different type,
lished o warm and lasting friendship, Lame in one foot, nature
more than made up for the defect by giving him o hand=some, strong
faee adorned with a graceful mustache. He had a good heart and
nimble wit. Onee endeavoring to twit me with
being o countryman’ and inquired: “Do the people live in houses
in that section of the State?" “The chicfs do,"” interjected Hurlan,
He died only too enrly of angina pectoris, which he bore with the
utmost patience, and left an attractive daughter who' married
Samuel Wagner. Charles M. Walton, a scion of one of the Quake:
families of the State, fond of literature and apprecinting its beauties
with ¢orrect taste, a friend of Oliver Wendell Holmes, who often
visited him, was ulso reading law at the time. Entirely too gentle
and possessing too much sensibility to meet the buffets which he
encounters who enters upon the practice of the law, he was beloved
by all who knew him und soon died.

; Of another mould was 8, Davis Page, who harked buck to the
Byrds of Westover and noted Virginia families.  He had
married and gone to Europe to escape the animosities which had
to be borne by those of Southern symputkies in the early days of
the war, but had returned to complete his studies,  His studies had
been too much interrupted to cnable him to become profoundly
learned in the law, but he had no intention of being set aside and
life hid much in store for him. e secured a fair practice and con-
tended on behalf of his clients pugnaciously. He entered polities
on the Democratic side, sut in the City Councils und becume Clty
Treasurer. His =zocinl success was pronounced, and his son, William
Byrd Page, in his day at the University of Pennsylvania held the
world's record for high jumping.

A little later John Sword came into the office. He had great
aptitude for the law and was besides a close student.  Mr, MeCall
thought so well of him thut he took him, after admission to the bar,
into some of hiz cases, Sword, after editing some volumes of reports,
abandoned the law and as 1 have written became a devotee, e went
to Oxford University and, entering the ministry, appeared luter a
the highest of high church Episcopaliuns.  His life theveafter wus
spent in genuflexions and self-abnegation. Fond of the society of
women, he refused marvreisge. Attracting the uttention of M
Paran Stevens, the widow of the Hoboken millionaire, she wanted
to do much for him, but he sought work in the slums and among
the poor and the lowly. He left the courts literally to fall upon his
knees, Life is filled with strange contrasts. Before my time Mr.
MeCall had a pet student who maurried well, lived well, held his head
high in society and in the end robbed the estutes entrusted to him,
forged mortguges and ran away to o remote country —disappearing
in the darkness,

1 estub-

20Me one was

other

A Visit From Ingersoll

Among the students 1 was the only one who hud not graduuted
{rom some college, but three months had not gone by before they all
habitually cume to me for help when they were puzzled over the
Norman French of Littleton and the Latin citations of the law bhooks,
I went to the oflice sometimes as early as 6 o'clock n the mornings.
When the vest went away for their vacations in the summer 1 had
the oflice to myself. 1 read the course prescribed, and very much
more—the whole of Coke's commenturies on Littleton, the three
volumes of Addison on Contracts, Fearne on Remainders, Sugden on
Vendors, Sugden on Powers and 1 dabbled in the Year Books, One
hot summer day 1 sut with & book in a comfortable old Spanish
chair at the window of the back room. Presently some one appenred
at the door. [ thought it was a tramp, the room being somewhut
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and 1 went on with my reading. The intruder came
slowly over to my chair and said: “Will you kindly tell Mr. McCall,
when he returng, that Joseph R. Ingersoll called and that no one
arose to receive him." Then he turned on his heel. The situation
was uncomfortable, for Mr, MeCall held him in the highest respect
and so had my father, who corresponded with him,

An Irish woman, named Margaret, took care of the oflices, She
had a son, Willie, ubout sixteen yvears of age, an only child, whe
grieved her heart by hunting up wild companions and getting drunk.
Achenfelter, who had been in the office a short time with me, sud-
denly concluded to go on u =ufling vesse! nround Cape Horn, and, at
the suggestion of Mpr, McCaull, Willie went with him. Margaret
<adly let him go and at the last moment, tying a erucifix around his
throat, told him never to take it off. In u storm off the Rio de In
Plata, Willie, for some purpose, went to the prow of the vessel and
was washed overboard and lost, He had vemoved the crucifix and
it lay on the deck, 1 still have it, and his poor mother never knew
this part of the tragedy.

At that time the method of training luwyers for the work

{ the profession was to have the student read upon the subject in
thl: office of a practicing attorney and ander his direction and to
have hig progress ascertained by oceasional examinations. The
rending was confined almost exclusively to dissertations upon the
low and text books and there was little or no reference to particular
cuses, A principle was afirmed and if & cade was eited it was as an
elucidation of that principle. The judges were presumed to have
known it and to have decided accordingly. The modern doctrine of
the creation of law by the decisions of courts and the consequent
importance of the study of cascs had either not arisen or was only
in its incipiency. In Mr. MeCall's office we learned nothing of cases,
and 1 have many a time wondered what 1 should do if perchance in
the future an actual case should ever come 1o me,

While T was with him Mr. MeCall pave up his home, took hi
family, or was taken by them, to the western part of the eity and
vemoved his offices to o twosstory brick building on the eust side
of Foarth street. It illustrates the velution of his students to him
that they carvied in buskets all of his large library and the othe:
necessary articles to the new location. The rvelation to the elient
was also quite differemt from that which we now see, and instead
of being n mere matter of business was in purst, at least, friendly and
paternul.  One of My, McCall's c¢lients, a little old man, to whom he
showed marked attention, culled Joseph Andrade, nlwuys with each
Christmas brought him g turkey., Once 1 hardily went 16 him and
suid: *Mr, MeCall, 1 want to rend the works of Spinozn and Des-
cartes and they are not in the Mercantile Library where 1 have «

darkened,

share: could 1 get them from the Philudelphia Library on vow
share?"
He was deeply religious and probably felt that he ought not to

encourdge o young man in dipping into that sort of philosophy, At
all events, he did not asgent, 1 read the books,
added to them Locke, HMamilton, Tlobbes,

nevertheless, and
Mume uand Spences

Gelling Acquainted
summer | bourded in a Pennsvlvania Duteh hotel
i side of Third strect near Cullowhill,
by the clerks of merchants and by farmers coming into town, [t
was un interesting experience, | had a little room in the third story
with one small window, a bed, a bowl and basin on a rough stand,
two Windsor chairs, a strip of rag carpet along the bed and no other
furniture, except o jordun. In the dining room we zat on stools
ut a long table, There were not. however, stools enough for all the
vuests, and a= a result there had to be two services, and those who

Through one

the cast patronized ulone

~
.-" it
/_?/'.. . 6...2-‘ ...J.f_...‘-) - -»-;4»-%- ada
4, A lrtats v Tenn c-’.'.,r..),- and otfin Qadictw
v "f.p,'tﬂ-l Had can A fﬂ.-.d A ,/ 5%
1 7 -t
- /;‘3 o
Cilnd® ot L 5 vty ok e L #. e v

(
o L, {f“!' e ad Lo .-;1, /{.., ..;, /4 <.

af Viamsnall Ralie

L ’f-f’.,(--':.ft'm.
& =]

Crvin at (O nt Ronary Ennan

»~ o .
75 EPPV ke e DT My ‘5-'/\/‘ /;//’
Vidlen o Ay L, 7 : .
) e ’
P - ),4-
A military order signed by General Washington while

cncamped at Pennypacker's Mills. It ays: “Sir—You are
hereby authorized to impress all the blankets, shoes, stock-
ings and other articles of clothing that can be spared by the
Inhabitants of the County of Lancaster for the ase of the
Continental Army, p.ying for the same ut reasonable rates
or giving certifieates. Given at camp of Pennypacker's
Mills this 27th day of September. 1777. To William Henry,
Esq., Lancaster.”

.
A sampler made by Governor Pennypacker’s mother in
1824, when she was nine years old.

did net find o stool at the fivst opportunity must wait antil the mors
furtunate were fed and another outfit made ready. When the gong
sounded the doars were (hrown open, there was a rugh for the ati:nll,
in which men were jammed wnd clothes torn, and when the stools
were filled the doors were ngain closed. | met some young men here
who succeeded in 1ife and whose puths again crossed mine, On Sun-
days I went to Frunklin Squure, and sitting on a beneh there read
Gibbon's “Decline and Fall of the Romun Empire.”

Ashenfelter, who had graduated at Dickinson College, had come
to the ity to read luw, and together we rented the front room at No.
20 Spruce street from a Mrs. Wilson, the widow of a newspaper
aditor. It was modest enough, but kept bright and cleanly, and the
impression even todey is one of luxurious enjoyment. Wo ate our
meals at the bourding house of 0 Mys, Lydin Foster, on Sixth street
below Locust. We called it the “Foster Home.” Into the boarding
house had been swept by the tides of misfortune Ann Kittera, &
duughter of the noted Congressman, John W, Kittera, and related to
the family of Governor Simon Snyder. Her gontility of manner,
her faded fincry of clothing and the furrows on her withered cheeks
ull told the same tule, und unconsciously each one of the household
showed to her respoct and culled her “Miss Ann.” Three young men
from among those who gathered at that inexpeénsive table, two stu-
dents of medicine and ene of law, met together muny years later as
pallbearers at the funeral of the famous surgeon, Dr, D. Hayes Agnew

Dr. Rolund G. Curtin, Dr. De Forrest Willard and myself, Another
bosvder wis John Thompson Spencer, then a student of law, who
futer marvied the only deughter of John William Wallace, one of
my predecessors us president of the Historieal Sociely of Penn-
sylvania, snd who now entertaing the European nobility when they
come fo Newport, With a Freenchman at the table 1 hegan 1o talk
French, and thereafter our conversations were eondueted aolely in
that language.

About this time | made the
<ot of o Baptist preacher
in the office
those of the

scquaintance of J. Granville Leach,

at Cape Muay, who was reading law
of Byron Woodward., The resources of Leach, like
rest of us narrow, wnd he alept in the office.
Leach introduced me into the Law Academy and at his suggestion I,
while yet a student, in 1865, wus elected its ussistant secretury, I
thervefore, owe to Leach my first professional recognition, Through
two winters T attendsad the law lectures at the University of Penn-
sylvania by Judge George Sharswood, P. Pemberton Morris and E.
Spencer Miller, paying to each of them $60 for the two termsq of
(he yeav. Miller had the veputation of heing the least capable
imwyer and the best lecturer, A morvous, combative little man, he
had u practice which, it was supposed, netted him $30,000 a year and,
had made him vich, When he died he left nothing behind him in
the way of an cstate. Sharswood had one of those kindly disposi-
tions which made everybody fond of him. With young men he was
ever gentle, and late in life he afforded the pathetic spectacle of a
futher watching through the night for the incoming of an only son
whose wildness and waywardness he ever condoned. He had no
presence, no volce and o troubled ultersnce, He suffered much from
a physicul cause, und in the trial of coses paced slowly up and down
behind the bench. Later he became Chief Justice of the Common-
wealth and, after a career of greut distinetion, died universully
esteemcd and leaving his edition of Blackstone for the instruction
of the profession. The lectures were delivered in the building on
the west side of Ninth sireet, north of Chestnut. When I was grad-
uated as u Bachelor of Laws we had no commencement save that I
called, with others, and was given my diploma.

I was admitted to the bar in May, 1866, On the board of‘
examiners sat George W. Biddle and William Henry Rawle, among
others, and John Cadwalader, Jr., acted as secretary. They made
an entry on their minutes that 1 had pussed the best examination
which had come before them during their term, much to the delight
aof Mr, MeCall as well us mysell. Biddle, long regarded as the leader
of the bar, never forgot me and frequently recalled the impression
of me then made. In the trial of cuses he had a nervous habit of
raising one hand and rubbing the buck of it with the palm of the
other, and he always spoke impressively., He had three sons, all of
them lawyers, and it wus his sad fate (o see them all die in young
manhood.
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