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CHAPTER !l ——( mmnued
COMPANY of Irishmen from Tunnel Hill enliste

first
bloody angle at Gettyshurg,

Copy i

d in the Sey enty-

with Webh nt the
A compiny from the south gide of the
town bocame Company G of the First s nnsylvanin
Among the first to enlist was Josiah White, a 1) ight, lively and museu-
jar young fellow, engaged to be married to Kate Vanderslice, and he
pecame orderly sergennt of Company G. When his body was brought
to Phoenixville, from the Wilderness battlefield, where he was killed,
In accordance with a custom which still lingered, 1, loyd, Ashenfelter
and I wate hed over it all night, and we \"dTl‘l(ll him to his grave
in the Dunkard graveyard, at the Green Tree. Kute \ Vunderslice
his fiancee, soon died, and in a gloomy nnd somber poem, which 1
wrote in early life, I endeavored to tell the tale of their misfortunes,

The pretty young woman who later bocame my wife, along with
pthor girls of hor age, made in the hall of the Y. ung Men's Literary
Union the uniforms which Company G wore to the front. My
imother made rusk and sent it in boxes ta the army and the hﬂ‘['ihli..l,
and my Aunt Mary A, Pennypacker, n proud and good woman,
after the battle of Gettysburg, went to the ficld 1o hurse the wounded
and spent weeks amid the miseries there, The apivit of willingness
to sacrifice self, which was everywhero developed, wns one of the
compensations for the struggle. The flug lonted over almost overy
household, If a man dared to give utterance to hos tility to the
Government he did it at the risk of physicul violence then and there,
Currency became scarce. As o mos reoming this difficulty
postage stamps were put up in small II'-IIH[\ 2, lnbeled on the
putside with the amount, and this led to the gradual evolution of
the fractional postal currency, which for years was the only kind
geen. Coin entirely disappearved. Prices of all
kgan to advance. At home we occasionally usol rye a
tute for coffee, without much sueeoss,

Pennsylvanin  Volunteers and were

Reserves,
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¥ u substi-
The Phoenix Iron Compuny

pdapted its mill to the manufacture of a cannon, invented by John
Griffen, its manager, made of layers of twisted metal,  These
guns, befor being sent to the Government, were testod by firing

ghells ucross the SL‘}IU}'HU“ into the hillside north of Mont ( lare, on
the top of which now quietly stands a graveyard, From this source
of cupply, fathering balls and slugs, with an old fowling piece of
large bore I practiced marksmanship. The military impulse had
arisen and I wanted to enlist, but I wns my mother!

s dopendence,
and she persunded me to wait.

She consented to my going to West
Point. The vacancy controlled by our Congressman, William Morris
Davis, hud been filled, but he offered the appointment to
Annapolis, which T declined.  To that vacancy he then appointed a
young friend of mine, who iz now Rear Admiral Stockton, of the
navy, who has been president of the Naval War College and of the
George Washington University, Mr. Davie suggested that 1 might
obtain o West Peint cadetship by securing one of the appointments.
at-lurge in the control of Mr. Lincoln. The Congressman from
Harford County, Maryland (I think his name was Howard), came to
his help, and Richard Yates, the Governor of Nlincis, who was
under obligations to my grandfather, used his influence, On the
day of the battle of Bull Rim 1 wus again at Mount Plensunt, to
go, with my Uncle Joseph, and Uncle
The
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George P,

time was
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Knapsack and shoes used by Governor Pennypacker in the
Gettysburg campaign, June and July, 1863,
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nost inopportune for the purpose
opportunities it gave for reminiscence  In Havree de Grace | saw n
soldier shot and killed. A regiment of Maine lumbermen on their
way to the South halted in the town and threw out their guards,
One of the men tried to force his way acrosa the line, and the gunrd,
on the point of being overcome, fired his musket. The ball did not
touch the offender, but passed through the lungs of another member
of the regiment, through two sides of o car and buried itself in a
stone wall. The stricken man bled to death. Hardly had this
oceurrence ended when great exeitement arose through the efforts
of the soldiers to hang a German baker in the town accused of
having sold them eakes filled with ground plass. With difficulty he
eseaped, getting over a fence in the rear of his garden and being
hidden by some of the The
entirely unfounded,

view,

we had in but rich in

townsmen, charge wans  probubly

Washington at the Start of the War

In Washing. 1 we stapped at Willard’s Hotol
city in n state of the utmost excitement and confu
appronch of the rebels.  The army wae
of the city, the men of different resiments

and found the
on, expecting the
cattered nbout the streels
mitgelinge together just as

they happened to meet, Aids ond messengers in uniform were
galloping hither and yon, and indicating by their acts and manner
the tenee state of their nerves. 1 saw one whao. his haste and

excitement, ran his horse directly upon the tongue of an artillery

ecarriage coming the other way, and the horse, with penctrated
breast, fell dead.

Around the floors of Willard's lny n number of the New York
Fire Zouaves, wha told us rother highly colored narratives of their
encounter with the Black Horse Cavaley, Around ench narrator
gathered a knot of eager listeners, whose Interest was heightened

by the consciousness each
tainties,  General Winfiold
seemed both too old and ton corpulent for responsibility
crigis, My grandfather und hiz brother were
the fortunes of General MeDowell, for the personial reason that he
had married a dau Troy. N. Y., of whom they
were the business repre in Philudelphin, We had influence
enough to get from Drike De Kay, whose autograph was apparently
made with a pair of tongs, a pass to enter the various fortifieations
which were being rapidly constructed for the defense of the eity.
We likewise drove across the Long Bridge and to Arlington, which
was then not a cemetery, and to Alexandrin,
which the rebel tavernkeeper, Juckson, had shot Colonel
Ellsworth and had himself fallen n fow minutes lnter, 1t is difficult
for those of the present dny to understand what o wiave of intense
emotion spread over the land when Ellsworth was killed, but they
oan eccure some idea of it by observing imber of living
men bear the Elmer E. e courageous and
attractive, and became one of rh-- enrliest offered up to
the moloch of ~1'1-: rv. At the Capitol I waz introduced to Emerson
Etheriilge, the Congressmen from Tonnessee, who remained
loyally at his post, notwithst his State. Dark-
eved, slight in build and voluble, he spat Jjulce, right and
:l.‘fl, over the benutiful mavble which adorned the l]['n-phn‘v of the
committee room. | Potter, of Wisconsin—short, chunky
and muscular—who was then in great repute because, when Roger
A. Pryor, of Virginia, a cndaverous fire-cater, challenged him to o
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duel, he accepted and selected bowie knives as the weapons, There
upon Pryor withdrew, upon the theory that were not the
weapons of a gentleman, 1t was the general opinion that Potter

than strength,
Kentucky, who

ertiveness
Breckinvidge, of
indelensible

would have cut Pryor, wha had more u
into pieces, In the Senate, Jolin (
maintained the ethically atbitude of participating in
the legislation of the while making his arrangements
for command in the vebel army to fight against it, attracted much
attention.  Tall and of pood proportions, hnnd=ome, dark as an
Indian, with straight haiv, he walked up and down the chamber
with slow step and with his hands elusped behind him, giving to all

GCiovernment

a good view of his imposing person,  Later he became a major
general in the rebel service, and in n number of defoats was still
congmicuous, and, I believe, o brave soldier. T also met John .

Crittenden, of Kentueky, then old, thin and a little withered and

wrinkled, who had made an earnest effort to avert the inevitable
struggle., Much of the conversation about the Cupitol ¢oncernedl
those Congressmen who had gone in a barouche to view the hattle

and had faller into the hands of the encmy.

An “Emergency” Recruil

We returned home, having Talled in the objed
I had been in the midst of the
the entire war. If the rebels had ndvaneced upon Washington ufter
their success at Bull Run, the the world might
have been chunged. The provalent feeling in Washington at the
time was that we were in and that the final
outcome was in grave doubt,

In 1863 I was a private in Company F, of the Twenty-sixth
Pennsylvanin Emergency Regiment, which met Early's division of
Lee's army as it advanced upon Geltysburg before the coming of
the Army of the Potomac under Meade, 1 do not intend to give here
the details and incidents of that campaign, for the reason that I
wrote at the time a full description of it, afterward published in
my “Historical and Blographicul Sketches,” and for the f{urther
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Dedieation of
standing

monument  wt Getlyshurg of the

Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Emergeney Infantry,
in hack of the chair at the left, suggested (o the seulptor that the trousers of the figure be inside of the boots to

Governor Pennypacker,

indicate the sudden charge from civil to military life,

rouson that in my address at the dedication of the monument erected
an the field T made a thorough study of the contemporary orders
reluting to it showing its unique importance, The address may be
found in the two volumes of *Pennsylvanin at Gettysburg,” published
by the State. It ix my purpose here only to fill in a few additional
feutures and to muoake rather
historfeal. T went az a sergeant with o company from Phoenixville
to Harrisbiurg in June, I had never been in that city before, and
that night T slept on the stone steps of the Cupitol wrapped in n red

EONMe  comnients philesophical than

horse blanket., In view of my clection to the governorship of the
State, this incident has certain deamatic fentures, of which the
Hon. Hampton L, Carson mnde good use in the nominating conven-

tion.

When it was discovered that the men were required to he
sworn into the service of the United Stetes the compiny with which
I hand come, composed of my friends, d il to be so sworn, and
returned to their homes, | went as o private into the Pottstown

compnny, nnmonge =lrangers,
It is certainly remarkalle that a boy should leave his quiet
country home amd within o few days march, as it were, direct to

Gettyshurg, not only the pivotal point of that tremendous confliet,

but the svene of the mest important events in all American history.
The Getltysburyg Campaign

It #ecms wlmost as though there were a fatality which deter-

mined that affairs should so he shaped,  1If my own compuny had not

peone home I should not have been in the regiment which went to

Gettyshurg, and 1 would have experienced nothing of consequence,
The Pottatown company  had  decided {o connect itself  with
another rogiment in the camp, and only after much persuasion and
considerable delny was prevailed upon by Colonel Jennings to
change ity geocintion ond unite with him. Had it not made
this change | should not have gone to Gettyshurg. The delny was

likewise essentinl, T

eich going further to

reégiments were sent forward ns organized,
the southward than predecessor.  If
volonel Jennings hid wded with the Pottstown company at the
outset his regiment would have been filled and he would have taken
the place part way up the valley o which Colone]l Thomas's regiment
was sent. We constituted the first and one of eight regimonts sworn
into the the United States for the existing emergency.
We were the only body of troops during the entire war which entered
the military service of the Government for a period of uncertain
duration, and, with Lee invading the Stute, that period might well
have extended into the indefinite future.

When we arrived at Gettysburg we found Major Granville 0O,
Huller, of the United States army, in command there, and the only
force at his disposal was our regiment. On the other side of the
mountain, in the Cumberland Valley, not ten miles away, was
with the Army of Northern Virginia. Rodes, being in the advance,
marched toward Harrishurg to carry the war into the heart of the
State, and possibly to Philadelphia.,  Early, with a division—
artillery, eavalry and infantry—was sent over the mountain by the
Chambersburg pike to Gettysburg, On the twenty-sixth of June, in
the early morning, in ebedience to the order of Mujor Haller, we
marched out the Chamhershurg pike to eonfront the appronching host,
To this regiment of 732 men, who hud left their homes only u few days
before, unacquainted with their officers and comrades and unfamiliar
with the ways of warfare, was assigned the task of stopping the

its

service of

Loe,

progress of the army of Lee. The order has often been criticized,
but it was absolutely correct.  The ocension required that what they
waore capable of doing, whether much or little, should be done. The

reports of Early show that they held back his division an entire

day. On the Hunterstown road we had an engagement with the
rebels lasting over half an hour, in which we lost some wounded
and 176 men captured.  The rebel generanl, John B, Gordon, in his

e stences of the Civil War, enlls it a “diminutive battle,” and
cloims that because of it he gained knowledge of great value to
him and his cause in the coming contest. After encountering the

coemy on the Chambersburg pike and again at Dillsburg, and after
csouping thraatened enpture, the regiment, by hard marches across
a country filled with foes, found it way to Harrisburg. The men
had lost adl of thoir baggage and dquipments.  From Friday morning
until Suturday night they had been without food, and until Sunday
anfternoon almost without rest.  They had fired the first shots and
blood upon the battlefield of Gettysburg. Students
of the history of the war have been attracted by the unique relation

idrawn the first

of the rogiment to that decisive battle, and some of them have
rogarded it ns an essential factor, Circular No. 8, series of 1804,
of the Loyual Legion of the United States says: “It was the only

emergency regiment which participated in that decisive battle of
the war, and it is an historical fact that, owing to the advance
movement of Colonel Jennings's regiment, Gettysburg became the
battleground.”

Spear, in his “The North and the South,” after pointing out
thut the coming of & seout with news of the approach of Meade did
not lead to the concentriation of Lee's army, as Lee wrote, for the
reason that the order wus given at 7:50 n, m. on June 28, and the
seout did not arrive until the nigh! of that day, declares that the cone
centration was the result of our combat on the twenty-sixth of June.
He says, page 97: “It was the beginning of a geries of events which
colored and determined all the issues of this campaign in a military
This regiment was as unconscious of the resultant conse-
quences of jts us wag Lee himself. It was one of those
events that so often are the important factors in great

REense.
netiong
insirnificant
results,”

On the wall at Pennypacker's Mills there hang together the
kopnpsack 1 carried, the shoes 1 wore, a broken carbine made in
Richmond in 1862 and picked up at the seene of our conflict and &
ramrod 1 found io s rebel camp o few days later at Chambersburg
on our way to join Meade,

The bronge figure of & young man clutching a musket, who has
just run up upon the top of a native boulder, stands at the point
where the Chambersturg pike leaves the town of Gettysburg te
commemorate the service of the regiment. [It was Governor
Pennypacker who suggested thut the statue should show the trousers
tucked into the bootlegs to indicate the sudden change from peaceful
life ta the battlefield—Editor's note.] The names of those enrolled
on it, cut in the bronze tablet, will be placed in the Pennsylvania
memorial on the battlefield hefore the close of the present year.

When I returned home 1 was at once drafted, | had no idea of
returning to the service in this way and my grandfather, who was
much pleased with the outcome of my military experience, paid $300
for u substitute nt Norristown only too willing to go to the front in
my stend. 1 do not know of his name or his fate,
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By REX BEACH

ithar of “The Spoilers’ “*The Rarcler,” “Heart of the Sunasp.**
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A novel of love, hidden treasure and rebellion in beauuful mys-
terious Cuba during the exciting days of the revolt against Spain.
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