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he Russian Secret Police, the Scourge of Russio
. for Decades, Wanted to Be Rid of Premier
. Stolypine, Who Persistently Refused to Per-

mit the “Okhrana” to Violate the Security of
" the Citizer’s Home as It Had Been Doing in
. the Past

KYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING INSTALLMENTS

The career of Gregory Rasputing, the “Winek Monk of Mussin ™
qatt be compared Lo the life'of & comet, Loth in its physion) Might
perosn the wky and In lts afect upon n ehildiike propie whouse (mitly
N pound up In miystielsm mnid superstation, Sut of the sblivion of
the small Siberian town Foakrowskole, Hasputino wppesrsd on (e
purisen of polltical Hussin and wiclded nn influence aver the Siste
aid Church sueh sx has never boen duplicnted by s elviling apd u
Inymnn.

There are many -lnflc\_- roncerning the relationship exinting
petween Masputin wnd the Empress of Kussla, but the suthor nnyw
that the Intler regurded the “monk’ merely as & porson whe could
save the life of the alling Taareviteh. Thst the “Frophet,” or
eillenseil Liregory, ws hin Voukees cniorill o, d.a wisid a Puwer-
ful Influence over the Minlsters and Court s emphasized In
pxample witer sxample.  The same spoll which he enst over the
“mouliks” of his natlve town brought (he sophisticated Russinn
aebility under his power, Despite his fithy, unkempt and reveli-
lng appearnnce, they, in pauy with the uneducated miltions
of pessanis AN Towaspenfiie, uria voled tollowers,

# Rasputin's Yereed™ contaloed precep abjectionable to (he

Orthodox Churels nod toa the person not linded by hils miyvstieksin
apd after many unsucoessful nitempts he was Anally “exlled” to
his old home, After two years he returned to the eaplinl, whers
ke contivued Intrigning ngnlust hils enemies, Me skiflfally turned

the minlsterinl erlsls growlng out r el +
vietory for himself, - e Dalkan War Inte »

._ CHAPTER 111
B A MONG Rasputin’s adversaries was Mr, Stolypine, who, with strong
A common sense and great intelligence, had objected to the im-
| nee which certain social circles in St. Petersburg Lad tried to
give to the sooth#ayer. At firat he had regarded the whole matter
g kind of & wild craze which was bound to subside in time as other
¢razes of the same sort had dwindled into insignificance in the pust.
Later on, however, some reports that had reached him concerning

| the persons who frequented Rasputin had given him reason to think

that there might be something more than stupid enthusiasm in the

" yarious tales which had come to his ears in regard to the Prophet

of Pokrowskoie. He, therefore, expressed the wish to see him, eo

L a8 to be able to form a personal judgment on the man, and a meet-

" refused to allow him to enter it again.

Cagninst the Minister who had exiled him.

' SOME OF THE STROKES

ing was arranged in due course at the house of one of the ladies
who putronized Rasputin, It is related that after he had cast his
eyes upon him Mr. Stolypine, when asked to give his opinion on
the personality of the individual about whom he had heard so many
eonflicting reports, had simply replied:

1 “The best thing to do with him is to send him to light stoves;
be is fit for nothing else.”

Stolypine Opposed to Rasputin
The words were repeated and circulated freely in St. Peters-
Cburg; they reached Rasputin, and enraged him the more, because,

& phortly afterwards, it was Mr. Stolypine who had insisted on his

. being expelled from the eapital, and who for two whaole vears had
When, therefore, in the
arly autumn of 1912 the “prophet” at last was allowed to return
f0 8t. Petersburg, it was with the feelings of the deepest enmity
tie had the satisfaction
of finding that during his enforced absence the popularity of Mr,
Stolypine had decreased, and that a considerable number were
openly talking about overthrowing him. Rasputin very soon dis-
govered the use which could be made of this stute of things, which
surpassed by far any hopes he might have nursed of being able to
be revenged upon the President of the Cabinet for the injury which
be imagined that the lctter had done to him. He proceeded in all
his sermons to compare him with the Antichrist, and to say that
Russin would never be quiet so long as he remained one of its rulers.
"« «The police agent, whose name I have already mentioned, Mr.

L | Manassewitsch Maniuloff, who always had his eye on Rasputin and

who had hastened to cull upon him as soon as he had seen him
relurn to the capital, was not slow to notice the now outspoken
animosity of the latter in gegard to the Prime Minister, who was
offensive to him ns well as to the whole secret police. The secret
police, finding that it could no longer do what it pleased and that it
had to respect the private liberty and life of the peaceful Russian
ecltizens, or else be called to account by Mr. Stolypine, who ever
since his uppointment had been working against the occult powers
of the “Okhrana,” had but one iden, and this wme to get rid by
fair means or by foul of n master determined to control the police.
It is known in Russia that Mr. Stolypine’s assassination was the
work of the secret police itself, who had found the murderer in the
person of one of its own agents, to whom it had furnizhed even the
revolver with which to kill the unfortunate Stolypine. But few
people dared relate all that they suspected in regard to his heinous
erime, and fewer still were aware of all its details, and of the
manner in which it had been planned.

The truth of the story is that Mr. Maniuloff secretly took to
Rasputin's house two or three police agents, to whom the latter
said that God himself had revealed to him that Russia could never
be saved from the perils of revolution until the removal of Mr.
Btolypine. He even blessed the officers, together with a pistol with
which he presented them. It turned out afterwards that this pistol
was the very weapon that the Jew Bagroff fired at the Prime Min-
ister in the theatre of Kieff during the gala performance given
there in honor of the Emperor's visit to the town. When Stolypine
had succumbed to his wounds, Rasputin made no secret of the satis-
faction which his death had occasioned to him, and exerted him-
#elf in favor of several people who were supposed to have been
privy to the plot that had been hatched against the life of the
Prime Minister. He told his disciples that the fate ghich had over-
taken the unhappy Stolypine did not surprise him at all, and that
every one of those who would venture to oppose him would meet

~ with a similar fate in the future.

In & certain sense, this threat had an effect on thoze before
whom it was uttered. People began to dread Rasputin, not on me-
eount of any supernstural powers he might have been endowed
With, but because they saw that he had managed to get into asso-
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“Once he commanded one of the ladies to walk in one night
1o the village of Strelnn, a distance of about twenty-five
miles from St. Petersburg, and to return immediately.”

cintion with individuals utterly unscrupulous and ready to resort to
every means, even to assassination, in ordér to come to their own
ends. They thought it better and wiser, therefore, to get out of his
way and not to attempt to thwart him. He became associated in
the mind of Russian society with conspirators similar to the Italian
earbonari or Camorrists, The conviction that under the veil of re-
ligious fervor he was able to persuade his satellites to do whatever
he plensed, and to hesitate at nothing in the way of infamy and
crime, gradually established itself everywhere until it was thought
advisable to have nothing to do with him, or else to submit to him
absolutely and in everything, It was very well known that le had
had & hand in the murder of Mr. Stolypine, but not one single person
could be found daring enough to say so, and an atmosphere of
impunity enveloped him together with those who worshiped at his
shrine or who had put themselves under his protection,

Russia Trembled Before Rasputin

t was during this same winter of 1012-13 that the name of
Rasputin became more and more familinr to the ears of the gen-
eral public, which until that time had only heard about him vaguely
and had not troubled about him at all, It was also then that rumors
without number concerning the prayer meetings at which he pre-
sided began to circulate. Innumerable legends arose in regard to
those meetings, which were compared to the worst assemblies ever
held by Khlysty sectarians. In reality nothing unmentionable took
place during their course. Rasputin was far too clever to apply to
the fine ladies whose help he considered essential to the progress
of his future career the same means by which he had subjugated
the simple pegsant women and provineial girls whom he had de-
praved. He remained strietly on the religious ground with his
aristocratic followers, and he tried only to develop in them feelings
of divine fervor verging upon an exaltation which was close to
hysteria in its worst shape or form. In & word, it was with him
and them a case like that of the nuns of Loudun in the sixteenth
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“People began to dread Rasputin because ed to
into association with individuals utterly unscrupulous and ready to resort to eve
means, even to assassination, in order to come to their-own ends.” ¢

they saw that he had managed

century, Had he lived in the middle ages it is certain that Rasputin
would have been bumt at the first stake to be found for the purpose,
which, perhaps, would not have been such a great misfortune,

I have geen a photograph representing the “Prophet” drinking
ten with the ladies who compored the nucleus of the new church
or sect, which he prided Limself upon having founded. It is a curi-
ous production. Rasputin is seen sitting at a table before a samovar
or tea urn slowly sipping out of a snucer the fragrant beverage so
dear to Russinn hearts. Around him are grouped the Countess I.,
Madame W., Madame T. and two other of his feminine admirers,
who, with fervent eyes, are watching him. The expression of these
ladies is most curious, and makes one regret that one could not
observe it otherwise than in a picture. Their faces are filled with an
enthusinsm that bears the distinet stamp of magnetie influence, and
it {8 easy to notice that the ladies are plunged into that kind of
trance when one is no longer accountable for one's actions.

The method used by Rasputin was to humiliate all the women
of the higher circles whom he had subjugated, and who had been
pilly enough to allow themselves to fall under his spell. Thus he
liked to oblige them to kiss his hands and feet, to lick the plates out
of which he had been eating, or to drink out of the glass which he

had just drained. He made them say long prayers in a most fatigu-
ing posture, compelled them sometimes to remain for hours
prostrate on the ground before some saered image, or to stand for
a whole day in one place without moving as a penance for their sins;
or again to go for hours without food. Once he commanded one of
them to walk in ene night to the village of Strelna, a distance of
about twenty-five miles from St. Petersburg, and to return immedi-
ately, without giving herselfl any rest at all, with a twig from =
certnin tree he had designated to her.

There is a curious account of an interview with him which was
published in the Retsch, the organ of the Russian Liberal party,
immediately after the death of Rasputin, by Prince Lvoff, who had
had the euriosity to speak with the “Prophet.” The Prince is one of
the leaders of the progressive faction of the Duma. This is what
he wrote, which I feel certain will interest my readers sufficiently for
them to forgive me for quoting it in extenso:

I have had personally twice in my life the occasion to speak
with Rasputin, The first time was toward the end of the year
1915, when I was invited to meet him by Prince I. W, Gouranoff,

When I errived Rasputin was already there, sitting beside a
large table, with a numerous company gathered around him,
among which figured in the same quality ns myself, that of a
curious stranger, the present chief of the military censorship
in Petrograd, General M, A, Adabasch, who was the whole time
attentively watehing the “Prophet” from (he distant corner

Rasputin's Share in the Assassination of

pine Consisted in Relating to Several Poll
Agents That God Himself Had Reveal

Him That Russia Could Never Be Saved Fy
the Perils of Revolution Until the Remove
of the Prime Minister '

whither he had retired. Rasputin was dressed in his usual chags
ncteristic costume of a Russian peasant and was very

throwing only now and then a word or twe into the general
versation or uttering a short sentence, after which he rels
into his former silence. In his dress and in his manners he was
absolutely uncouth, and when, for instance, he was offered an
apple he cut out a hole at its top with his own very dirty pocket
knife, after which he put the knife aside and tore the fruit s
two with his hands, eating it, peel and sll, in the most primitive
manner. After some time Rasputin got up and went to the next .
room, where he sat down on a large divan with a few Indies who

had joined him, toward whom his manner left very much to be
desired. i

N
Lvoff’s Description of Rasputin

I hod kept examining him the whole time with great atten-
tion, seeking for that extraordinary glance he was supposed to
posscas, to which was attributed his power over people, but I
could not find any trace of it or notice anything remarkable
about him, The expression of his face was that of & cunning
mougik such as one constantly meets with in our country, pers
fectly well aware of the conditions in which he was finding him-
self placed, and determined to make the best out of them. Every- o
thing in him, to begin with his common dress and to end with his =~ ©
long hair and his dirty nails, bore the character of the uncivilized b
peasant he was. He seemed to realize better, perhaps, than.
those who surrounded him, that one of his trump cards was pre- 1
cisely this uncouthness, which ought to have been repelling, and
that if he had put on different clothes and tried to assimilate =
the manners of his betters, half of the interest which he excited 1
would have disappeared. 1 did not stay a long time, and went
away thoroughly disappointed, and perhaps even slightly dis-
gusted at the man,

A few months later, in February of the present year, 19186,
I was asked again to meet Rasputin at Baron Miklos's house.
There 1 found a numerous and most motley company assembled.
There were two members of the Duma, Messrs, Karaouloff and
Souratchane; General Poliwanoff, a great landowner of the gov-
ernment of Woronege, N, P. Alexicieff; Madume Swetchine: the
Senator S. P. Bieletsky and other people. Ladies were in &
majority. Rasputin remained talking for a long time with the
Deputy Karaouloff in another room than the one in which L
found myself. Then he came to join us in the large drawing
room, where he kept walking up and down with a young girl
on his arm—MIlle. D, a singer by profession—who was entreats
ing him to arrange for her an engagement at the Russian
Opera, which he promised her to do "for certain,” as he
expressed himself,

Every five or ten minutes Rasputin went up to a fable on
which were standing several decanters with red wine and other
spirits, and he poured himself a large glass out of one of them.
He swallowed the contents at one gulp, wiping his mouth after-
wards with his sleeve or with the back of his hand. During one
of these excursions he came up to where I was sitting, and stop-
ped before me, exclaiming: I remember thee. Thou art a gasser,
who writes, and wriles, and repeats nothing but ealumnies,” 1 |
asked the *Prophet” why he did not say “you” to me, instead of |
addressing me with the vulgar appellation of *Thou.” 1

“1 speak in this way with everybody,” he replied.
got my own way in talking with people.”

I made him & remark concerning some words which he had
pronounced badly, adding, “Surely you have learned during the
ten years which you have lived in the capital that one does not
use the expressions which you have employed. And how do you
know that I have written or repeated calumnies. You cannot
read yourself, so that everything you hear is from other people,
and you cannot feel sure whether they tell you the truth.”

“This does not matter,” he replied. “Thou hast written that
one is stealing, and thou knowest thyself how to do so.”

“1 do not know how to steal,” I answered. “But 1 have writ-
ten that one is doing o at present everywhere, This it was
necessary to do for the public good.”

“Thou hast done wrong; one must only write the truth
Truth is everything,” he said.

The conversation was assuming an angry and sharp tone.
Rasputin becaume entaged at my telling him that all he was say-
ing was devoid of common sense, and he began shouting at me,
at the top of his voice. “Be quiet, how darest thou say such
things. Be quiet!” ey

1 did not wish te remain quiet, and I began in my turn te
shout at the “Prophet,” who became absolutely furfous when 1
assured him that I was not a woman whom he could frighten.
that 1 wanted nothing from him, and that he had better leave
me alone, or it might be the worse for him. :

He then howled at me, screaming as loud as he could: “It ia
an evil thing for everybody that thou art here!"

When in the following April it came to my knowledge that
Mr. Sturmer wanted to expel me from the capital, I was sur-
prised to have Baron Miklos come to me one day in the name
of Rasputin, who had asked him to tell me that though 1 was
a “proud man," he did not bear me any grudge, and that if I -
wished it, he would take steps to have the order for my expule
sion revoked, and that at all events, he begged me not to think
that he had taken any part in this whole affair, I eategorically
refused to avail mysell of the help of Rasputin, and there ended
the whole matter.

“1 have

(CONTINUED TOMORROW) |

THAT MADE “CHICK” EVANS NATIONAL AMATEUR AND OPEN CHAMPION
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TO HIS RIGHT STANDS EUGENE
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