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When Rasputin Returned to St. Petersburg After
His Long “Exile” He Immediately Turned His
Attention to Establishing New Acquaintances
Who Could Help Him in His Enlarged Vision
of Political and Diplomatic Importance

KRYNOVSIS OF PRECEDING INSTALLMENTS

The eareer of Gregory Rasputing the “Maek Monk of Russin*
¢an he compared to the Hife of & comet, both In Hs physionl fight
actoss the shy nud In its offect upon a childlike people whose fuith
15 buund wp In mystielsm and saperstition, Out of the ablivion of
the small Siberian town Polirowskole, Maspulin appeared on the
horizon of polltlenl Rassln and wielded an Influence aver the Siple
and Chureh such ss has never been dupliosted by a elvillsn and o

man.
by ‘Thers are many slorles concerning the relntlonship existing
pelwern Basputin and the Empress of Boassin, but the author WAYS
that the lntter regarded the “monk” merely as o porson whos eould
save the life of the slling Traresltch. That the “Prophet,” or
wHlesnsed Gregory,' ns hWis devotees cniird hibm, d.d wield o power.
tul inflnence over the Minlsters and Court Is emphasized In
sanmple ufter example, The sume spell which he enst sver {he
ogou)iks"” of his natlve town broveht the saphistlented Russian
pabllity nnider his power. Desplte his Nithy, ankempt and revoli-
fng appearance, they, in company with the unedooated millons
of peasnnis and townsneople. become hin devoled followers

Hanputin's “erecd” contulned precepls objectlonable to the
orihodox Chureh and to the person nint Hilnded hy his mysticisom,
ahd after many unsueressinl attempla he was finally “exiled” to
his old home. After two yenrs he returned to the capltal,

_ Rasputin was far too clever ever to say one word capable of

offending the Empress, whose proud temperament would never have

forgiven him any familiarity had he dared to venture upon it. When-

i gvor he was in her presence he kept n most humble attitude, and cer-

tainly never discussed with her any matters of state and never dared

entertain her with aught else than religious questions, He was far

Jess guarded with regard to what he told the Emperor, with whom

it is unfortunately true that he somctimes allowed hitiself remarks

he would have done better to keep to himself. But the Tzar never

jooked upon him in any other light than in that of a jester whose

myings were absolutely devoid of any importance whatever, but

who amused the Tzar at times by the daring manner in which he

would touch upon things and criticize people whose names only he

would ever have dared to mention in a disparaging tone before

Nicholas II. But between that and the possession of any real power

and influence there was an abyss which, unfortunately, in view of

{he turn that events were to take, no one noticed among all those

who lamented over the almost constant presence of Rasputin at

Tearskoio Selo.
Court Followers Use Raspulin

All that I have said, however, refers only to the Emperor and

Empress. In regard to some peopl. who surrounded them it was

not quite the same. It is certain that from the first day that the

i]’rupl\vt" wias introduced at Tzarshole Selo some intriguirg persons

applied themselves to make use of him for their own special benefit

and advantage, and tried to create around him a legend that had

4 pardly anything in common with the redl truth, It

! mention the names of these influcnee it must be

hoped is now at an end. But it iz impossible not to speak of their

petivity in regard to the spreading of these rumors which attributed

to Rasputin an importance he was never really in possession of. This

eauged no small damage to the prestige of the dynasty. Rasputin

pught to have been consideved for whnt he was—that is, a kind of

jester, “un fou du roi,”” who, like Chicot in Dumas's famous novels,

allowed himself to say all that he thought to his sovereign and

whoze words or actions no one conld take st'rin::_wl}' inta account.

Instend of thiz some ambitious men and women, mostly belonging to

that specinl clags of Tchinownikis or civil functionaries that has

always been the curse of Russia and that, happily, is losing every

L day something of its former power, profited by the circumstance

that the solitary existence led by the Imperinl Court in itz various

residences did not allow any outside rumors to penetrate to the ears

of the rulers of the country. They intentionally transformed Ras-

putin into a kind of deus ex machina, whose hand could be traced

in every event of importance which occurred and who could at will

remove and svnoint Ministers, generals, ladies in waiting, court offi-

cinls and at last induce the Tzar himsell to deprive his uncle, the

Grand Duke Nicholas, of the supreme command of the army and to
assume it himsell. \

These different tales were repeated and carried about all over

Russia with alacrity, and all the enemies of the reigning house

rejoiced in hearing them, They were untrue nine times out of

ten, and generally invented for a purpose. Rasputin did not

influence the Tzar, who is far too intelligent to have ever allowed

this uneducated peasant to guide or to advise him, but unfortunately

he influenced other people, who really believed him to be all powerful,

A kind of camarilla formed itself around Rasputin that clung to

him and used him for its own purposes, and that went about saying

that he was the only man in the whole of Russia capable of obtaining

whit one wanted, provided it pleased him to do so. One declared

that he could persuade the Empress, always trembling for the

health of her only son, to discuss with her imperial spouse any

subject that he might suggest. In reality no such thing ever took

place. Alexandra Feodorowna always kept Rasputin at arms'

lenigth, and for one thing had far too much faith in his absolute disin-

terestedness even to imagine offering him any reward or pratifica-

tion. But it is a fact that he was often called by her to pray at
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the bedside of the little boy, who represented the best hope of
Russin. Thia elrcumstance was cleverly exploited. No one was \
ever present at his interviews with the Tzar or with the Empress;
it wnz therefore ensy for him to =ay what he liked about them,
certain that no one could ever contradict him, with the exception
of the interested persons themselves, and these could never get to
hear or to learn anything wbout the wild tales which it pleased
him, together with his friends, to put into circulation regarding
the position which he occupied at the court. Thanks to his per-
suasive powers and to the undoubted magnetic force he was possessed
of. he contrived to imbue even earnest and serious people with the
conviction that he was at times the echo of the voices of those
placed fur above him, and that they had called upon him to say
to others what it embarrassed them to mention themselves.

In Russia, as a general rule, the people in power were all
cringing before the Tzar, whom they never dared to contradiet.
There were at the time 1 am writing about some Ministers who
believed, or affected to believe, in all the extrnordinary tales which
it pleased Rasputin to repeat, and who thought it useful to follow
the indications which it plensed him to give to them. He was
only too delighted to be considered the most powerful personage
in the whole of the Russian Empire. He helped as much as he
could to accredit all the lepends going about among the publie in
regard to his own person, and he imagined that the best way to
add to his reputation as a man who did not cure for the opinions
of the world was to treat this world with disdain and with contempt,
and to transform into his humble slaves ladies belonging to the
highest social ranks, just ns he had transformed into his hand-
maidens the peasant girls who had fallen under his spell.

Rasputin Intrigues Against His Enemies

That he magnetized most of the people with whom he prayed
geems but too true, Perhaps they did not notice it, and perhaps
thiz was done with the consent of those on whom he exerciséd his
hypnotic strength—it is difficult to know exactly—but that his
prayer meelings were the scene of spiritist and magnetic experiences
all who have ever been present agree in saymng. He made no secret
about the fact and openly acknowledged the use which he made of
the state of trance in which he liked to throw his disciples, especially
those belonging to the wenker sex. He practiced to the full all the
customs of the “Khlystys,” but he added to them a cunning such as
is but rarely found in a human being, and a rough knowledge of
human nature which gave him the facility to exploit the passions of
the many vile people who thought that he was their instrument
while in reality it was they who were playing fiddie to his tune.

After his return to St. Petersburg he applied himself to the
task of setting aside all his former patrons, such as llliodore, against
whom he contrived to irritate severnl importunt members of the
Holy Synod with false reporta’ about remarks which the now
disgraced monk was supposed to have made, He contrived also
to bring about the exile of the Archbishop of Saratoff, Hermogene,
from whom he feared disagreeable revelations concerning his own
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not attributed to Rasputin.”

“It is no exaggeration to say that there was a time when nothing of importance
oceurred in the political, social and administrative life of the Russian capital that wa
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“Rasputin did not believe in the sincerity of his newly
acquired advisors, but he was shrewd enough to ses
that their help would be of wonderful value to him.”

past life and certain episodes connected with the days when he had
preached his so-called doetrine in the town
Saratoff. On the other hand, he toadied to eeclesins
dignitaries cager for promotion, and in that way obsained their
support in the Synod. Very soon he turned his thoughts to more
practical subjects than religious fervor or religious reforms, and
sought the society of business and financial people. Among these he
soon obtained the opportunities he longed for and established o kind
of large shop or concern where everything in the world could be
bought or sold, from a pound of butter to a minister's portfalio.

It is no exaggeration to say that there was a time when
nothing of importance ever occurred in the political, social and
administrative life of the Russian capital that was not attributed
to Rasputin, and the result of this was that there erowded about
him all kinds of dark personalities, who hoped, thanks to his support
and influence, to obtain this or that favor. Everything interested
him, everything attracted his attention; railway concessions, bank
emissions, stock exchange speculations, purchase of properties,
acquisition of shares in industrial concerns, arranging of loans for
persons in need of them—nothing seemed too emall or too important
for his nctivity, He liked to think himself necessary to all these
high-born people, whom he compelled to wait for hours in his ante-
chambers, just as if he had been a sovereign. And for every favor
he granted, for every word which he promised to say, he exacted
payment in the shape of a pound of flesh, which consisted, according
to circumstanceg, in a more or less important commizsion,

Ministers and functionaries feared him. They knew
could do them an infinitude of harm by causing to bhe circulated
against them rumors of a damaging character, the result of which
would have undoubtedly been their disgrace or removal to another
sphere of action very probably not at all desirable. He
credited for an infinitude of things he had never thought of per-
forming, and he was supposed to have been privy to all kinds of
governmental changes that either pleased or displeased those who
criticized them. As time went on one accused him among other
things of the dismissal of the procurator of the Holy Synod, Mr.
Loukianoff, with whom he had for a long period been at daggers
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drawn and who had openly expressed his disapproval ‘1.
“Prophet™ and his dizsbelief in his mirnculous powers. The Aty
of the Archimandrite Warnawa, one of his warmest patrons’
the past, to the epircopal see of Tobolek wns dlso siid to heve boe
Rasputin’s work, and the public persisted so entirely in
hit hand everywhere and in everything that it was even rum
that it was he who was answerable for the decision of tha ca
forbidding the representation of a drama by the celebrated authop
Leonide Andreie called, “Anathemn,” on the eve of the day :
it was to be produced—a decision which caused an immense
tion in the society of the Russian ecapital.

It was natural that among the many people who :
around Rasputin some secret police agents found their way. O
of these who was later to become the hero of more than one scandal
a certain Mr. Manassewitsech Maniuloff, bethought himself of
beecoming the mentor of the “Prophet.” He was in close rela
with Count Witte, nlways eager for his own return to power
desirous of overturning every individual in possession of the posi ' .
which he had formerly occupled himself. The two men tried '.(
imbue Rasputin with the idea that he had great political talents,
and that it was a pity he had not yet turned these into account for
the good and the welfare of Holy Russin. Rasputin did not bel
in the sincerity of his newly ncquired advisors, but he was shre
enough to see that their help would be of wonderful value to him. 8
He willingly entered into the plans which they unfolded to him ™ 8
between two glnsses of brandy or two cups of champagne as the
oceasion presented it=elf. Count Witte was very well aware of all | 8
the secret Influences which were paramount at Tzarskole Selo, and . '
he contrived to turn them in favor of Rasputin, suggesting at the' 14
same time to the Iatter the things which he sought to say when in ‘;
presence of certain personnges., It was easy to throw in a word
now and then, either in the shape of n jest, or of a remark uttered p
inndvertently and unintentionally, but yet sure to bear fruit in the
future. The great thing was to give to Rasputin the idea that he
was a personage of importance. This was not a very difficult
matter considering the very high opinion which he already had of
his own capacities, coupled with his set resolution to make the
most hay whilst the sun was shining and never to miss an oppor-
tunity of asserting his personallty no matter in what occasion or
with what purpose,

The Balkan War Aids the “Monk”

The Balkan war gave Rasputin a golden opportunity for exer-
cising his various talents, and it is pretty certain that he made at
the time strenuous efforts in favor of peace, repeating to whomever
wizhed to hear him that he had had visions which predicted that the
greatest enlamities were awniting Russia, if she mixed herself up
in it. This feeling was sghared by a numerous party, and the
sovercign himself wae the most resolute adversary of any military
intervention in this unfortunate affair. It is likely that even with-
out Rasputin Russia would not have drawn her sword either for Bul-
garia or for Servia, but nevertheless it pleased hiz friends to say
that without him this would have most undoubtedly occurred. And ¢
also pleased him to assert that on this occasion he had proved to be
the savior of bis native land. We shall see him repeat this legend
with great relich during o conversation which I had with him
personnlly just before the breaking out of the present war.

Thers was also another incident in which Rasputin most cer-
tainly wag implicated. This was the dismissal of Mr. Kokowtsoff,
then Prime Minister and President of tha Council, followed by
the uppointment in his place of old and tottering Mr. Gpremykine,
to whom no one in the whole of Russia had ever given a thought =
as a possible candidate for this difficult post. Count Witte was
the personal enemy of Mr. Kokowtsoff, whom he had never for- 8
given for his so-called treason in regard to himself, and he never
missed any opportunity to attack him in the Council of State, of
which they were both members, criticizing his financial adminis-
tration and making fun of the splendid budgets which were Teg-
ularly presented to the Duma. These Witte declared to be entirely
artificial, reposing on a clever manipulation of fizures., In some
ways it was easy to find fault with Mr. Kokowtsoff, whose name
had been mixed up far too much for the good of his personal reputa.
tion in all kind of financiel transactions and Stock Exchange operas
tions, But, then, the same thing had been said about Count Witte
with perbaups even more reason that about Mr. Kokowtsoff, whouss
wife, ut least, had never been suspected of any manipulations with her
banking account. Indeed, no finance minister in Russia had escaped
necusations of the kind from his detractors or his adversaries; and
it had never interfered with their administrative careers nor
prevented them from sleeping soundly.

So far, so well; but then this was more the work of events as
they had unfolded themselves naturally than the merit of Ras-
putin; yet he was openly congratulated by his friends, or so-called

ies, on the success which he had obtained in driving Mr. Kokowt-
awuny. The ultra-orthodox party which hailed the advent to
power of on members—Mr. Goremykine having always been
w5 one of the pillars of the conservative faction—not
cheered the “Prophet” with enthusinsm but also started to
proclaim anew his genius and clear understanding of the needs of
the Russian people. Thus a ministerial crisis culminated in the
apotheosis of o man whose only appreciation of the qualities and
of the duties of a Minister consisted in the knowledge of that
Minister's exlstence ns a public functionary.
(CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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