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prpsirf('n{ Wilson Clearly Defined the Issues in
His Address to Congress Asking That Diplo-
matic Relations Be Broken With Germany.
He Emphasized the Fact That the United
States Has No Fight With the German People,
put With the “Irresponsible Government”

gmnr Events in Germany, Especially the Revolt
in the Kaiser's Navy, His “Trusted Right
Arm” With Which He Has Been “Defending”
His People, Show More Clearly Even Than
the Bread Riots and Labor Troubles in Muni-
tions Plants That This Is Not a People's War

N HIS historic address to Congress on February 1 the President

said in part:
«] have called the Congress into extraordinary session because

| there are serious, very serious, choices of policy to be made, and
made immedi ately, which it was neither right nor constitutionally
permiss sible thut 1 should nssume the responsibility of making,
wOn the third of lllrll.ltl_‘\' last 1 officially lald Hefare )
the extraordinury announcement ( £ the Imperinl German Govern

and after the first day of February it was its

gent that

purpose to put nside all restraints of law or of humanity and use
jts submarines to sink every vessel that sought to appronch eithe
i the ports of Grent Britnin and Ireland or the western eoaste of
Edrope, or any of the port ontrolled by the enemics of Germany
within the Mediterranean.
“The new policy has swept every restriction aside. Vessels

of every kind, whatever their flag, their charvacter, their cargo,
thelr destination, their errand, have been rulhlessly sent (o (he
bottom without warning and without thought of help or mercy for
those on Dboard, the vessels of friendly neutrals along with those
of belligerents. Even hospital ships and ships carrying relief to
the sorely bereaved and stricken people of Belgium, though the
latter were provided with safe-conduct through the prescribed areas
by the German Government itself and were distinguished by unmis
' akable marks of identity, have been sunk with the same reckless
b fack of compussion or of principle,

A Warfare Against Mankind

41 was for a little while tnable to believe that such things

would in fuct be done by any Government that had hitherto
gubecribed to the humune practices of civilized nations, Interna-
tional law had its origin in the attempt to set up some law, which
would be yespected wmd observed upon the seas, where no nation
bud right of dominion and where luy the free highways of the
world, By painful stagc after stage has that law been built up
with meager enough results, indeed, after all was accomplished that
eould be accomplished, but always with a clear view at least of
Swhat the heart and comszeience of mankind demanded.

“The present German warfare ngainst commerce is a wanr
fare against mankind. It is a war against all nations. American
ships have heen sunk, American lives taken, in WaAYS which it

bas stirred = very deeply to learn of, but the ships and people
of other neutral and friendly nations have been sunk and over-
whelmed in the watlers in the same way. There has been no dis-
erimination. The challenge is to all mankind, Each nation must
decide for itself how it will meet it., The choice we make for
gurselves must be made with a moderation of counsel and a
temperatenesz of judgment befitting our character and our motives
a5 n nation, We must put excited feeling away. Our motive
will not be rvevenge or the victorious assertion of the physical
might of the nution, but only the vindication of right, of human
right, of which we are only a single champion,

“With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragical chaw-
acter of the step 1 am taking and of the grave respongibilities
whieh it involves, but in unhesitating obedience to what 1 deem my
constitutional duty, I advise that the Congress declare the recent
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“We have no quarrel with the German people. We have no feeling toward them but }

It was not upon their impulse that their Govern-
It was not with their previous knowledge and

J'—President Wilson in his address to Congress February 1, 1917.

one of sympathy and friendship.
ment acted in entering this war.
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“It was a war determined upon as wars used to be determined upon in the old unhappy days, when peoples were nowhere
consulted by their rulers and wars were provoked and waged In the interest of dynasties or of little groups of ambitious men
who were accustomed to used their fellow men as pawns and toods.”

Congress in hls special message February 1,

This is what President Wilson told the point session of
1917, asking that diplomatie relations be broken with Germany.

course of the Imperial German Government to be in fact
against the Government

entering this war, It was not with thelr previous knowledge
less than war
us of Lelligerent which has

take immediate steps not or

“It was a war determined upon as wars used to be deter-
mined upon in the old unhappy days, when peoples were nowhere
consulted by their rulers and wars were provoked and waged
in the interest of dynasties or of little groups of ambitious men
who were nccustomed to use thelr fellow men as pawns and tools.

“Self-governed nations do not fill their neighbor states with
spies or set the course of intrigue
posture of affaira which will give them an opportunity to strike
Such designa can be successfully worked only
under cover and wheres no one has the right to ask questions.
ly contrived plans of deception or
, It may be, from generstion to generation, can boe worked out
and kept from the light only within the privacy of courts or behind
the carefully guarded confidences of a narrow and privileged class.
They are happily impossible where public

sists upon full information concerning all the nation's affairs.

“A steadfast uam‘ert for peace can never be maintained except
No autocratic government
ould Le trusted to keep faith within it or observe {ts covenants,

“It must be a league of honor, a partnership of opinion.
would eat its vitala away; the plottings of inner circles who could
plan what they would and render account to no one would be &
vorruption seated at its very heart.

“Only frea peoples ean hold thelr purpose and their hanor
stendy to a common end and prefer the interests of mankind to
any narrow interest of thelr own,

“One of the things that have served to convince us that the

s been thrust upon it, an
to. put the country in a more thoroug
to exert all its power and employ
Government of the {,cr:r‘ an E mpm to terma

and end the war,

mind when 1 ul‘r.‘.rl' :w-l t]'.s‘ Sens

to bring about some eritical
1 had in mind

when I addressed the Congress

nnd make conquest.

Gggression, car-
or and to set up among the ; free snd self
of the world such a cone
as will henceforth inzure the ohse
v is no longer feasible or desirabl
world is involved and the freedom of i
menace to that peace and freedom lies i
rovernments backed by organized
y their will, not by the will of their people.
the last of neutrality in such clreumstances,

“We are at the beginning of an age in which it will be insiste
that the same standards of conduct and of responsibility for wrong
done shall be observed among nations and their Governments that
are observed among the individual citizens of civ

“We have no quarrel with the German people.
no fecling toward them but one of sympathy and friendship.
was not upon their impulse that their Government acted in

governed peoples
anco of those pri

+ where the peace opinion commands and

a partnership of democratic nations.

FOR BENEFIT OF

Prussian autocracy was not and could never he our friend is M':.
from the very outset of the present war it has filled our unsuspects
ing communities and even our offices of government with g’m
and set eriminal intrigues everywhere afoot against our nmational
unity of council, our peace within and without, our industries asd
our commenrce

(ferman Intrigues Against the /. S.

“Indeed, it is now evident that its sples wers hore even bafore
the war began; and it is unhappily not a matter of conjecturs,
but a fact proved in our courts of justice, that the intrigues, which
have more than once come perilously near to disturbing the peace
and dislocating the industries of the country, have been carried on
at the instigation, with the support, and even under the personal
direction of official agents of the Imperial Government aceredited
to the Government of the United States.

“Even In checking theso things and trylng to extirpate them
we have sought to put the most generous interpretation possible
upon them, because we knew that their source lay, not in any
hostile feeling or purposs of the German people toward us (whe
wers, no doubt, as ignorant of them as we ourselves were), but
only In the eelfish designs of a government that did what it pleased
and told {ts peopls nothing. But they have played thelr part in
sorving to convince us at last that that Government entertains
no real friendship for us and means to act against our peace and
security at ita convenlence,

“That it means to satir up enemies against us at our very
doors the intercepted note to the German Minister at Mexico City
is eloquent evidence,

“We nre nccepting this challenge of hostile purpose because
we know that in such a government, following such methods, we
can never bave & friend, and that in the presence of its organized
power, always lying in wait to necomplish we know not what pur
pose, there can be no assured security for the demoeratic govern-
ments of the world

“We are now shoul to accept gage of battls with this natural
foe to liberty and shall, if necessary, spend the whole foree of
the nation to check and nullify its pretensions and its power. We
are glad, now that we see the facts with no vell of false pretense
about them, to fight thus for the ultimate peace of the world and
for the liberation of its peoples, the German peoples included,
for the rights of nations great and amall and the privilege of men
everywhers to choose their way of life and of obedience,

“The world must be made safe for demoeracy. Its peace
must be planted upon the trusted foundations of political liberty.

“We have no selfish ends to serve. Weo desire no conquest, no
dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material com-
pensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but one
of the champlons of the rights of mankind,. We shall be satisfled
when those rights have been as secure as the faith and the free-
dom of the nation can make them.

HTust beecsuse we fight without rancor and without selfish
objects, seeking nothing for ourgelves but what we shall wish to
share with all free people, we shall, I feel confident, conduct our
operations as belligerents without passion and ourselves observe
with prond punctilio the principles of right and of fair play we
profess to be fighting for.

“It in a distressing and oppressive duty, gentlemen of the Con-
gross, which T have performed in thus addressing you. There are,
it may be, many months of fiery trial and sacrifice ahead of us. It
in & fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war, inte
the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seeming
to be in the balance.

“But the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight
for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts—for
democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have
a voice in their own governments, for the rights and liberties of
amall nations, for a universal dominion of right by such a concert
of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and
make the world itself at last free.

“To such a tagk we can dedicate our lives and oug ieslunu.
everything that we are and everything that we have, with thepride
of those who know that the day has come when America is Pprivi-
leged to spend her blood and her might for the principles that gave
her birth and happiness and the peace which she has treasured.
God helping her, she can do no other.”

(CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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