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CHAPTER 1
The Wreck of the Sirdar

ADY TOZER adjusted her gold-
rlmmed eyveglaosses with an
alr of dignifisd aggresslve-
ness, She hod lived too many
years In the Far Kast, In
Hbngkong she was known
as the “Mandarin.' Her
powers of marelless ingquinl-
tion suggested torments long

drawn out. Theoe commander of the Sirdar,
homeward bound from Shanghal, kKnew that
ha was about to be stretched on the rack
when he took his seat at tho saloon table.

“[a it true, captain, that we are running
into o typhoon?’ demanded her ladyship,

“From whom did you learn that, Lady
Toger?* Captaln Rosa was wary, though
somewhat surprised, z

“Wrom Miss Deans. I understood her o
mumem ago to say that you had told her."

o) 1 2

“Didn't you" Some ona told me this
morning. I couldn’t have guessad It, could
17" Misa Irla Deane's large blue eyes sur-
veyed him with Innocent Indifference to
gtrict mccurncy. Incldentally, she had ob-
tained the Information from her mald, a
nose-tilted coguette who extracted ahip's
gecrets from o youthful quartermaster.

“Well—er—1 had forgotten' explained
the tactful sallor.

“In It true?”

“Yea, |t |8 sald Captaln Rosa.

vHow MHorrible!” she gasped, In unaf-
fectod alarm. Thia return to femininity
soothed the sallor's ruffled temper,

Sir John, her husband, frowned judlelally.
_That frown constituted his legal stock-in
trade, yet It passed current for wisdom with
the Hongkong bar,

‘“What evidence have you?' hes asked.

“Da tell us” chimed in Iris, delightfully
unconsclous of Interrupting the court. “Did
you find out when you squinted at the
mun?T’

Tha captain smiled. “You are nearer the
mark than possibly you Imagine, Miss
Deans,’” he sald, **“When we took our ob-
servations vesterday there Was a Very
welrd-looking halo around the sun. Tnis
morning you may have noticed several light
saualls and a smooth sen marked occnsion-
rlly by strong ripplen, The baromster ia
fulling rapidly, and I expect that, as the
day wears, we will encounter & heavy swell,
If the sky looks wild tonight, and espe-
clally If we observe n heavy bank of cloud
approacling from the northwest, you will
sen the crockery dancing about the table at
dinpner, ' am afrald you are not a good
sallor, Lady Tozer. Are you, Misa Deane?"

“Capitall I should just love to ses u real

Rag

“Oh dear! T do hope it will not bs very
bad. Is there no way In which you can
avald It captain? Wil 1t last long?”

The politle skipper for once preferred to
answer Lady Toxer. "Thers I8 no cause
for uncasiness,! he sald. "Of courss,
typhoons In the Ching Sea are nasty things
whils they last, but a ship like the Blrdar
fa not troubled by them. Bhe will drive
through the worst gals she i likely to moet
here in less than twelve hours. Besldea
I alter the vourse somewhat as soon as 1
discover our position with regord to lis
canler,

Then the communder hurriedly excused
_bimsslf and the passengery saw no more of
" him that day.

A storm classed as ‘:periodic” whose
‘weloglty can be mmurnd whose duration

vand direction ean be determined beforehand
by hours and distances, ceases (o be terrify-
Ing. It became an mccepled fact, akin to
the stéam engine and the electrio telegraph,
mmarvelous yet commaonpleoce.

Bo her ludywhip dismidsed the toplo as of
no present interest ang focused Missy Deans
through her cyeglasses

“Sl¢ Arthur pyoposes to come home In
June, I upderstand?’ sbe lnquired

Iria was & romarikably heaithy young
woman., A large banana momentarily en
llg;ll har aitention. Sbe nodded afably.

ou will stay with relatives until he
lll'h'-!‘ pursued Lady Tozer.
Tha banana is u fruit of simple charac-
taristion. The girl was able to reply, with
& toych of carcless hauteur ln her volde;
"Mlll\'n.l We have nons—uahe whom
we apecially cultivate, that is 1 wiil stop
-h town & day oF twa lo Interview my dress.
and thet go strelght 1o Helmdale,
’hﬂ. in Yorkahire"
¥ou bave @ chaperon?
dlmml My dear Lady Toser, did
bmprens you s ohe who would
:-ﬂ lﬂrnuulnhlpormmmlh

mnwnhrlumm
wad pot accusionied te

iog & thres manths'
mmumm

The cumbrous

Chingse vessel struck the Sirdar a terrible blow.
junk was burst asunder by the collision.

upon the Sirdar's
Singapore bafors the next evening.
““Wa had 208 miles to do nt noon”™

us on the port bow the ship will

Bumatra, and we were struck by n south-

No one hazarded
amnly pompous. “Three whole dayn,
were llke three years
want to see another gale like
lndy wvantured to m=ay:

It may only be a little
Her sex saved
perience gloomily
“*The barometor i
“T fear theroe will be
empty saddles In the saloon at dinner

and & ripple of };mgh'tf.:r grooted his en-

Iris stood somewhat apart from the speak-
The wind had freshenad and her hat
wan tled closely over her ears
againat the taffrall,
ufter hours of sultry !

enjoving the cool bresze

woman fantened upon her asp-like. Bllss

drin Deana waa n toothsome morsal for

gosplp, Not yet 21, the only daughter of
a wealthy baronst who owned a flest of
stately ships—ths Sirdar omopg them—a
girl who had been mistress of her father's
house sinece her return from Dresden three
years ngo—young, beautiful, rich—here was
& combination for which men thanked a
judicious Heaven, whils women sniffed
enviously.

Business detalned Sir Arthur. A war-
cloud overshadowad the two great divislons
of the yellow race, Hea must walt to see
how matters developed., but he would not
expoan Iris to the insidious trewchery of &
Chinese wpring. So, with tsars, they sep-
prated. EBhe was confided to the personal
charge of Captain Toss At each point
of call the company's nagents would be
sollcitous for her walfare. The cable's
telographic eye would watch her progreas
as that of soms princely malden salllng in
roynl caravel. This falr, slender, well-
formed glrl—delightfully Engllsh In face
and fgure—with her freah, clesar complex-
fon, Hmpid blue eyes and shining brown
halr, waa 4 perscnage of pome lmportance.

Lady Toser knew these things and sighed
complagently.

“Ah, well™ she resumed, “parents had
different views when I was a girlk But
1 asswme Sir Arthur thinks you should be-
gome used to being your own mistresa (n
view of your approaching marriage”

“My—approadhing-—marriage 1" cried Irlas,
now genuinely amased.

“Yeu. Is [t not true that you are going
to marry lLord Ventnert™

A pasilug stewiid heard the polntblank
Question.

It had & curicus offect upon him. He
gaged with fercely eager eyea at Miss
Deane, and =0 far forget himself as to
permit & dish of waler Im o resl agalnst
Sir John Toser's bald head

Irig could not heip noting bin strangd Le-
pavior. & fush of humor chased away
her flomt apgry resenlnent at Lady Tesal's
Inlerrogalory.

Phat may be my Py Inte" she an-
wwered Ealy, “bur Ventnor has not

m

a sudden draught affected his scalp; the
lee was melting,

The incident amused those passengers
who sat near enough to observe It. But
the chlef steward, hovering watohfully near
the captain's table, darted forward. Pale
with anger he hissed—

“Report yourself for duty In the second
saloon tonight,” and he hustled his subordi-
nate away from the judge's chalr.

Miss Deane, mirthfully radiant, arose,

“Please don't punish the man, Mr. Jones,”
she said sweetly. It was n sheer accldent.
He was taken by surprise In his place
I would have emptied the whole dish™

The chief steward smirked. Ha did not
know exactly what had happened ; never-
theless, groat though Sir John Tozer might
be, the owner's daughter was grealer.

“Certainly, misd, certainly,” he agreed,
adding confidentislly “it ts rather hard
an & steward (o be sent aft, mine It
makes such a difference in the—er—the
lttls gratuities given by the passangers’

The girl wos tactful, She smlled com-
prehension at the officipl and bent over
Bir John, now carefully polishing the back
of his skull with & tabls napkin

“I am sure you will forgive him," she
whispered, “I can't say why, but the poor
fellow wus looking =0 Intently at mes that
he did not see what he was dolng.™

The ex-Uhlef Justice was instantly mol.
lfled. He dld pot mind the application
of ioe in that way-—rather liked it, In
fapt—probably lce was susceplible to the
fire in Miss Deane's eyes.

Lady Toser was nol so esaslly - sppeased,
When Irti left tha saloon she Inguired
tartly: “How is It, John that Covernment
makes & shipowner & barvpet and a Chief
Juatice caly a knigha™

“That question would provide an iloter-
esting subject for debate al the Cariton,
my dear” he replled with syual ssperity.

Huddenly the plssengers still seated ¢x-
pertenced a prolonged slnking seusation, as
it the vesscl had bean couverted inte a
slgantic L. They were pressed hard into
their chalrs, which creaked and tried o
swing round o thelr pivots As the ship
ylelded stiffly 19 the e & whilf of spray
daghed through wn vpen port

Phere.” snapped her lwdyship, "1 knew
we should ren o & storm, yel
Muuwmn—}onuhmw
my cabin Bt oBee

the prosenade deck the listhes
weiched the rapld advance of the

(-

, but there waa a queer tinge

The sca was coldly
life had gone out of It
inviting and translucent.

It was no longer
Squads of las-

to the mhort shrill
quartermasters

stretched across the deck forward, ventilatoy
cowls twisted to i

covered the holda.
in white linen,
hen the watch was changed
“ghief” appeared In an old blus sult

climbed to the bridge.
of preparation

of restless forsbioding Chalns
girl never notioed

coming ordeal,
clanked with & nolse the
before ; the tramp of hurrying men on the
hurricane deck overhoad sounded heavy and
There was & squeaking of chairs
that was abominable when pecple guthered
up books snd wiraps and
gracelully toward the companienway
gether Miss Deans was not whaolly pleased
with the preliminaries of a typhoun,
ever the realities might be,

Why did that g1y old woman aliude to
her contemplated marriage to Lord Venlnor,
retalling the poussip of Hongkoag with such
mallclous emphasls?
tried to shaks the rulling
Hho hated Lord Veutnor.
to marry hlm,
Of courss her futher had hinted appreval
of hia lordship's cbylous intentions >

staggered un-

She did not Ygant

Still, she wanted unother coupls of yeam
of careless freedom |
should Lady Toser pry and probe?

why did the steward—oh,
What weuld bhave hap-
penad If the |ve had siid Juwu bhls peck?

poor old Sir John !

hypothesls, Miss Doane seized a faverable
opportunity to dart acooss to \he slarboard
side and ses if Captaln Rowa's “heavy bank
of cluud iu the porthwest” bad put in ap

there M waa bilack, ominous, £i-

wida balt of WBrlck red. Sha had never
woent wuch & begianing of a gale

Irin shiverad and aroussd herself with
A siartled laugh

A nice book In a sheltered éorner, and
parhaps forty winks until ten-time—surely
a much more senaibla proceeding than to
stand there, iy conjuring up phantoms
of affright.

The lively fanfare of the dinnar trumpat
failed to NI the saloon. By this tima the
Birdar waa fighting resolutely amgainst a
mUff galo. But the siress of actual oom-
bat wum belter than the eerls sensation
of Impending danger during the earller
hours The strong, hearty pulsations of
the éngines, the regular thrashing of the
serew, the steadfast onward plunging of
the good Ehip through racing seas and
fiving scud, wers cheery, confidiént and In-
apiring

Minn Deans Justifted her boast that she
was an excellent sallor. Bhe smiled de-
lHghtedly at the ship's surgeon when he
enught her eye through the many gaps
In tha tibles. She wis alone, so he Joined
her,

"You ars a credit to the company—qulte
A soa-King's daughter,” ha sald

"Doctar, do you talk to all your Iady
passengers In that way T

“"Alan, no! Too often I ean only be
truthful when I am dumb”

Iria laughed, "If I remaln long on thia
ship I will cartainly have my head turned,”
ahe erled. "I recolva nothing but coms-
plilmenta from the captain down to—to—"

"“The Roctor!”

0 “No. You ocoms a good sstond on the
gt

In very truth she was thinking of the
loe-oarrying steward and his queer start
of surprise at the announcement of her
rumored engagement. The man Interestsd
her. He looked like a hroken-down gen-
tleman. Har gulck eyves traveled around
the =aloon to discaver his whereabouts,
She tould not see him, The chlef steward
stood near, balancing himself in apparent
doflance of the Inwe of gravitation, for
the phip was now pitehing and rolling with
a mad zenl. For an Instant she meant to
Inquire what hid become of the transgres-
mor, but sghe dismissed the thought st Its
inception The matter was too trivial

With a wild swoop nll the plates, glassos
and cutlery on the =aloon tablea crnahed to
starbonrd. Were it not for the restraint of
the flddies everything must have been
swept to the floor. Thers waers one or two
minor accldents A #mteward, taken un-
awares, was thrown headlong on top of
his luden tray., Others were compelled to
cluteh the backs of chalrs and cling to pil.
Iarn, ©Omne man [nvoluntarily seized the
halr of a lady who deveted an hour before
each meal to her eolffure. The Sirdar
with a frengled bound tried to turn a somer-
sault,

"A change of course,” observed the doc.
tor. *“They genorally try to avod It when
people are In the salpon, but a typhoon
ndmits of no labored politencas An |is
center is now right ahend we are golng on
the starboard tack to get behind jv*

“I must hurry up and get on deck,” sald
Mliss Dieane

“You will not be able to go on deck until
the morning."

She tumed on him Impetuousty. “In-
deed 1 will. Captaln Ross promised me—
that In, T asked him '

The dector smiled. She was so charm-
Ingly Inulstont “Tt 1s simply Impoasible.*
he sald, “"The companion doors are holted
The promenade deck s sawept by heavy
sens evelry minute. A boat has been carried
away and sdveral stanchlons snapped off
like carrots. For the first time In your life,
Miss Deane, you are battensd down.'

The glrl's face must have paled some
what, He added hastily, "“There 18 no dan-
ger, you know, but these precautions are
tincomsnry. You would not like fto see sev-
eral tons of water rushing down the saloon
stalrs; now would you?"

“Decldedly not" Then after & pause,
“IL 1 not pleasant to be fastened up in a
great lron box, doctor. It reminds one of
a huge coffin.'

“Not & bit. The Sirdar s the suafest
ship afloat. Your father has always purs
sued o aplendld polley In that reapect. The
London and Hongkong Company may not
poaness faut vensels, but they ar seaworthy
and well found In every reapect.'

“Are there many people |l on board ™

YNo, just the usual number of disturbed
livern Wo had o nasty acoldent just be-
fora dinner.”

“Good gracious. What happened T

“Soms lascars were caught by o sea
forward. One man had his leg broken.*

“Anything olue?"

The doctor hesitaled, He bescame [nter-
¢sted In the color of some Burgundy '
hardly know the exact detalls yet,” he re-
nlied *Tomorrow after brealkfast I will
tell you all about It."

An English quartermaster and four lan-
enrs bad been licked off the forecastle
by the gresdy tongue of & huge wave, The
succesding surge flung the flve men back
againat the quurier One of the black
sallors was pltched aboard, with s fractured
leg and other Injurles The others were
smashed agalnst the lron hull and dis-
appenroed,

The captain fought his way to the chart-
house He wiped the salt water from his
eyes and looked anxiously at the barom-
vler

Sl falling!" he muttered “T will
keap on untll 7 o'clock and then bear
threa polnts to the southward, By mid-
night we should be behind 10"

He struggled back into the outalde fury
By comparison, the sturdy citadel he
quitted was paradise on the edge of an
Inferno.

Down_in the saloon the hardisr passen-
gers were striving to subdee the ennul of
an interval before they sought thelr ecab-
Ins Some talked One hardened repro-
bata strummed the plano Others played
cards, chess, draughts, anything that would
distract nttention

The stately apartment offered strange
contrast to the warring elements without.
Bright lights, costly upholstery. moft car-
pets, carved panels and glided cornlees,
with upiformed attendants passing to and
fro carrying coffoe and glasses—these sur-
roundings suggesited a flonting palace in
which the mging seas were defled Yt
{0 milesn away, somewhere In the furlous
depthn, four corpses swirled about with
norrible uncertainty, lurching through bat-
tling currents, and perchance convoyed by
fghting sharks

The surgeon had been called away. [Irls
the only lady left in the saloon. She
d m set of whist players for a time
and then esspyed the perilous passage to
her stateroom She found her maid and

a sltewardess there Hoth women were
weeping
‘What s the matter? she Inguired.
Tho sStewirdess tried to speak. Sho

choked with grief and hastily wentl out
The malgd blubbersd an explanation

“A friend of hers was married, miss,
to the man who is drowned."

“Drowned! What man?

“Haven't you heard, miss? [ supposs
they are heeplng It quiet An English
sallor and some natives were swepl off
tho ship by a sea. One native was saved,
but he s sl smashed up. The othars were
pevar seen ugain™

She was moved to toarp HShs remoan-
bared the dootors hesitancy, and her own
idle phrsse—"e huge cofin.™

Outalide the roaring waves pounded upon
the ron walls

Wero ey not satisted? This tragedy

had taken all the grandsur out of the storm
It was no langer & ma
tore's power, bul an in

pltiful &

irin would uot be undressed. The mald
sniveled 8 request to be allowed to remaln
with her mistrass. BShe would e oo »

couch wnti mons

Twp Wtarvems ko Besn: aouwaried inte

ohe th provide Miss Deune with ample
e psmodetion, There ware

no
cory Led was screwed to the dech
:Arnw;glmhlll‘- ]

waenther was

jeatlc phase of na-
cable dumgn, bel-
lowing for & sacrifice And that poor
we s, with her two children, hopsafully
pcanning the shipplog ilsts for pews of the
groat steamer, news which, to her, msant
ouly the safety of her husband ©Oh, | was

AlMeult task, Her syes wandered from tha
rrinted page to mark the absurd antiés of
her garments swinging on their hooks. At
timen the whip rolied mo far that alie felt
mire it must toppls over., Bhe was not
nfrafd; but sabdued, rather astonished,
pluoldly prepared for vague oventualities

Altar ths oourss was changed and the

Sirdar bore nway toward the southwest,
the commander congulted the barometer
sch halfshour, The tellale mercury had
sunk over two Inchea In twelve hours The
abnormally low pressdre quickly oreated
denne clouds which snhanced the melancholy
dniknons of the gale

For many minutes togalher tha bows of
the ship wers not visible, Masthead and
ndellghts were obsaured by the pelting seud.
The engines thrust the vessel forward like
a lance Into the vitals of ths storm. Wind
and wave guehed out of the vortex with
Impotent fury.

At last, soon after niidnight, the bar-
ometar showed a allght upwiard movement.
At 1:90 a. m, the change became pro-
nounced ; simultaneously the wind swung
round a point to the westward,

Then Captain Roks smiled wearily, " Hin
face brightensd. He opened his oflakin
cont, glanced at the compnss and nodded
approval.

“That's right,” he shoutsd to the quartsr-
master ot the nteam-wheol. *“Keep her
wteady there, south 15 west."

“South 16 west It s, sir,” yelled the
sillor, Impassively watching the moving
diak, for tha wind alteration necessitated
n little less help from the rudder to keep
the ship's head trus to her course.

Captaln Ross ate some sandwiches and
wnahed them down with cold tea, Ha was
more hungry than he imagined, having spent

hours without food, The tea was In-

aipld. He ealled through a speaking-tube
for a further supply of sandwiches and
somea coffeo.
Then he turned to econsult a chart. He
wns Joined by the chief offlcer. Both men
examined the chart In sllence,
Captain Rosa finally took a pencll, Ha
stabbed its point on the paper in the neigh-
borhood of 14 degrees north and 112 de-
grees east. &

‘We nra about there, I think'™

The chisf agreed. **That was the locallty
I had in mx mind." He bent cloner over
the sheet.

"*Nothing In the way tonight, sir,” he

added,

“Nothing whatever, Tt In a bit of good

luck to meet such weather here. We can
keep as far south as we llke untll day-
break, and by that time—— How did It
look when you eame In?"

“A triflo better, I think"
“I have sent for some refrashments, Let
have another look befors we tackle

them.™

The two officers passed out into the hurrl-

cane. Instantly the wind endeavored to
toar the charthouse fram the deck. They
looked aloft and ahead. The ofMcer on duty
guw them and nodded silent comprehonsion.

wis uselesa to attempt to wpeak. The
percaptibly clearer.
Then all three peered ahead again. They

stood, pressing agninst the wind, secking to
penetrate the murkiness In front. Sud-
denly they were galvanized Into strenuous
netivity.

A wild howl eame from the lookout for-

ward,. The eyen of tha three men glared
at o huge dismnsted Chinese junk, wallow-
ing helpleasly in the trough of the sea,
dead under the bows,

The captaln sprang to the charthouse and

slgnaled in flerce pantomine that the wheel
should be put hard over.

The officer in churge of the bridge press-

e the telegraph lever to “stop" and “full
uwpeed antern,” whila with his disengaged
hand ha pulled hard at the siren cord, and

raucous warning sent stewards flyving

through the ship to closs collision bulkhend
doora. The "“chlef' darted to the port rajl,
for the Sindar’s instant response tothé helm
soemed to cloar her nose from tha junk
na if by magie

It all happened so quickly that while

the hoarse signal was still vibrating through
the ship. the junk swept past her quarter,
The chief officer, Jdined now by the com-
mander, looked down Into the wretched
craft. They could see her crew lashed in
& bunch around the capstan on her elevated
poop. She was laden with timber. Al-
though water-logged, she could not sink If
ahe held together,

A great wave sucked her away from the

ateamship and then hurled her back with
Irresintible force. The Sirdar was just
completing her turning movement, and she
heeled over, ¥lelding to the mighty power
of the gale. For an apprecinble Instant her
enginas stopped. The mass of water that
swaved the junk llke a cork lifted the
grent ship high by the atern. The propeller
began to revolve In air—for the third om-
ecer had corrected his signal to read "full
speed ahead’' agnin—and the cumbrous Chi-
nese vessel struck the Sirdar a terrible blow
in the counter, smashing off the scrow glose
to the thrust-block and wrenching the
rudder from its bearings,

There was an awiful race by the engines

béfore the engineers could shut off steam
The junk vanished Into the wilderness of
nolse and tumbling seas beyond, and the
fine steamship of n few neconds ago, re-
plete with magnlficent energy, strugkled
like & wounded loviathan In the grasp of
a vengeful foe

Sho swung round, as If In wrath, to pur-

sue the puny assallant which had dealt her
this morial stroke. No longer breasting the
storm with stubborn persistency, she now
drifted aimleasly before wind and wave,
She was meroly a larger plaything, tossed
about by titanle gambols. The junk was
burst asunder by the collislon. Her planks
and cargo littered the waves, were tossed
in derision on the decks of the Sirdar. Of
what avafll was strong timber or bolted
iron agalnst the splean of the unchalned
and formless monster who loudly pro-
cinimed s triumph? The great steamship
drifted on through chacs, The typhoon had
broken the lance.

But  brive men okilfully directed,

wrought hard to avert further disastsr.
After the frst moment of stupor, gallant
British sallors risked fe and Hmb to bring
the vesase! under control,

By thelr calm courage they shamad the

paralyzed lagonra into activity, A sall waa
rigked on the foremast, and a ssa-anchor
hastily construcied as soon as It was dis.
sovered that the helm was uselean, Rockets
flured up Ilnto the sky at regular lntervais,
in the faint hopa that should they attract
the witention of another vessol ahe would
follow the disabled Sirdar and render halp
when the weather moderaled,

When the captain ascertained that no

water was being shipped, the damage Lelng
wholly external, the colllslon deors wers
opened and the passsngers sdinitied to the
saloon, & brilllaut palace, superbly Ind|fer-
ent to the wreck and ruln without

Captain Rosa bimeelf came down and

sddroased a few comforting words to lh.
quiet men and pallid women guthered there
He teid them oxacily whet had N”-nd

Bir John Toser, self-poasesond and eriti-

cal, saked A question

“rhe junk ls destroyed, 1 sasume™ he

sald,

It it
"w.;um it nat hmr- besn better to have

struck ber end om 1

“Much better, but that s npot the view
encountersd &

we should take M wé
relatively as
unfortunata J

ymmmhh;
bt thh "
Bul" perslated r’w"ml‘.ﬂ

right

John shook his head
cusnion no  farther,

The hours passed |
Captaln Rosa's visit
to get & glimpss of the
without from the
the aquestion, 8o
tables to listen snger
hin wise siws on

Al
.'1_.. -
n.#ﬂ_. L
.I_m—“

Home ocautious persons
to ' sectre  valuables
A few er

Mannwhﬂo, In the o O
tain and chief aMcar 'u'\'l m
ing over an open charl amnd
freah risk that
them. The ship was & long m
usunl oourss when the lctlillﬂ
She was Arifting now,
knots an hour, with wlml.
all foreing her in the same
ing Into one of tha mul
In the known world, the
its nmnbtrlm . .
isolated rocks, and the great island ]
mo utmtchtn- right across the path

Sull “there waa nothing to be “
to make o few unobtrusive preparnl
and trust to idie chance To
anchor and ride out the
ent ponition was out of Y
Twa, three, four o'clock came, llll ,w
Another half-hour would witnesn the
and a further clearing of tha M
barometsr was rapldly rining.
of the cyclone had swept far ahead.
was only left the aftermath of heavy
and furfous but steadier wind 4
Captain Roms entered the ch
the twentioth time.
He hnd nged many years In ap
The smiling, confldent, debonalr o
changed into a stricken, mournful “
had nltered with his ship. The S
her mastor could hardly he
eruel wera the blows they had recel
“It isn Impossible to see A yard
he donfided to his second In cnmmuﬁl
have nover heen no anxlous before In
Thank God the night is lll'uﬂ
close. Perhaps when day b,
Hin last words contained a
pe. Even as he spoke ths ship
to Jift herself bodily with an untusual
far a vessel moving befora the wind,
The next Instant there was a ho
grinding erash forward.
did not chanea to be holding fast to “
right was thrown violently down.
was tilted to a dangerous angle l.lﬂ
mained there, while the heavy b
the sen, now raging afresh at this un
for reaistance, drowned the Gupllrh'
ralapd by the lascars on duty.
The Hirdar had completed her
She was now o battered wireck
She hung thus for one h
: Then another wave,
umphantly through Its fellows, cauy
great steamship In its tremendous
carried her onward for half her el
smashed her down on the rocka
Bhe parted In two j
Both ||4.~c(|lmn turnsd completely over in m’r—'
utter wantonness of destruction, and ey -
thing—masts, funnels, bostn, Imll.
overy living soul on board—was at om e
gulfed In n maelstrom of rushing waler &
far-lung spray.

CHAPTER 1
The Survivors

{EN the Sirdar parted amuum'u h

door of thie saloon hoaved up In
center with a mighty erash of mllu
AMen and women, (00
fied to sob cut o prayer, were pltched hos
Irls, torn from the ¢

further disaster,

work and fron,

lopg Into chaos,
rifled grasp of her mald, fell
corridor and would have gona dﬁ'l;
the ship had not a nllnr. clinging ﬁ'

whlrlrd alonhg lhn stesp slope of the
Ho did not know what had happensd
With the Instinet of self-prossrvation
selzed the nearest support when tha ves
It was the moere fmpulss of
help!ulnul that caused him to stretoh of
his left arm and clasp the girl's walst q |'
she fAuttered past
were on the port side and the ship,.
pausing for one awful second, fell m

By idle chance

The man was not prepared for this se
Even as the stalrway g
he lost his balance; they were both ¢
viclently throagh the apen hatch
swapt off Into the boiling surf. Une
conditions thought itself was
Impreasions, a
were  recelved

fantastic pletures,

benumbed faculles.
fully sorted out by the
angulsh, amasement—nene of
All he knew was that
form of a woman—for Irls
be held until

fainted —muust
wrenched her from him. "
the headlong plunge loto the
followed by an indefinite peried
Ing oblivion. Something
moving rock ross up beneath hia
was driven clear out of the
peemed to recognise & h.mthll'
ing rigld and bright closs at hand.
the binnacle plllar, scréewed to &
of the deck which cams away from
charthouse and was rent from
framework by cootact with the

He selzed this unlocked-for
his disengaged hand For
he had a confused vislon
tion of the ship. Both

of compresaed air,
forms were loasing about

devillah ¢nergy and
, hurling the man




