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CAUSE OF NEW YORK BLAST,
WITH ITS TOLL OF MILLIONS,
~ SOUGHT; GERMAN PLOT SEEN

Allies’ Munitions Wrecked in Terrific
Explosion on Black Tom Island, Off
Jersey City—Fire Started
From Barge

Pt &

Storage and Railroad Officials Arrested on Manslaughter
Charge—Thousands Look on as Debris is Scat-
tered on Broadway—Shock Felt
for Miles

WASHINGTON, July 31,—A fire of unknown origin on one of the ammuni«
tlon-beariag lighters caused the explosion yesterday at Black Tom Peninsuia in
New York harbor, according to word received hera this afternoon. Chief A.
Bruce Bielapki, of the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justics,
announced that a preliminary report from Captain William Offley, in charge of
the bureau’s New York office, stated that it had been determined that a fire
on one of the lighters first ignited the explosives, He added that it had not yet
determined what caused the fire. There is no evidence, Chief Bielaski stated,
that incendiarism was to blame.

NEW YORK, July 31—With four investigations under way, it is expected
that by night marked progress will be made in placing responsibility for the
explosion at Black Tom Island which caused damage estimated at from $20,-
000,000 to $30,000,000, is known to have killed three persons, fatally injured
one, and is believed to have resulted in the death of twelve more, still missing
more than 86 hours after the terrific blast,

The Jersey City, the State and Federal authorities and the Lehigh Valley
Railroad Company are conducting the investigations.

In many quarters there is suspicion of a German plot, since a great portion
of the loss was war munitions consigned to the Allies, Added to this fact was
the unlawful presence of a tug Saturday night which tied to the wharf n barge
loaded with high explosives, placing the eargo in close proximity to carloads of
other explosives.

The chief objective of all investigations was the tying up off this craft be-
longing to an independent company to a Lehigh Valley dock., It was aboard this
barge that one of the two major explosions occurred, whether the first or second
gtill is undecided. It was charged today the barge was tied up against gpecific
orders.

However, investigators have as yet found nothing which substantiates the
suspicion of a plot.
other explosives, The fire is believed to have started on the barge. However,
investigators have as yet found nothing which substantiates the suspicion of
a plot.

Three Officials Charged With Manslaughter

Already a charge of manslaughter has been lodged against three men.
They are accused of criminal negligence. Other arrests are expected. The
secused men are:

THEODORE B. JOHNSON, president of the Johnson Lighterage Company and
 aresident of Brooklyn,
ALHERT M. DICKMAN, Jersey City, agent of the Lehigh Valley Railway
at the Black Tom Island piler.
ALEXANDER DAVIDSON, Jersey City, superintendent of the National
Storage Company’s warehouses on the pier.

* Davidson and Dickman were held afte ra preliminary hearing pending
farther investigation.

These three men are specifically charged with causing the death of Cornelius
Leyden, captain of the Lehigh Valley police. Leyden was last seen standing
near the warchouse on the pier a few momentsa before the first great explosion
that was felt 168 miles away from New York. His body has not been recovered,
but the authorities believe it will be found under the ruins of the warehouse,

The warrants allege that Johnson and Davidson permitted the skipper of
one of Johnson's barges to tie up to the pier with a cargo of dangerous explosives.
Dickman is accused of allowing cars containing 3000 boxes of high explosiviys
to be placed on the railroad siding at the pier in such a position as to be likely to
catch fire and explode. Dickman and Davidson were arrested shortly after the
warrants were issued.

‘Commissioner of Public Safety Frank Hague, of Jersey City, declared that
the blame for the explosions could be laid at the door of the Lehigh Valley Rail-
way, the National Storag'e Company and the Johnson Lighterage Company,
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Admit Adults Carry
Germs
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police department.
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IN SAND PITS
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THE WEATHER
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Beliaf that germa of poliomyelitis muy be
transmitied through sapd In the children’s
playgrounds, induced Director Krusen, of
the Department of Health and Sanltation,
to request of the Hoard of Recreation to
dislnfect the sand pits every day.

Director Krusen believes that children
carrylng the paralysis germas may leave
tham in the sand where other children play
ing may become Infected. It Is known that
severnl cased may ba traced to Hunting
Park, where children play In the sand pits.

Two infantile paralysis deaths were
added to the lst this moraning, and onsg
pew case reported, making elght deatha
fronr 48 casss this sununer.

Those who died loduy are:

Jumes Rellly, 2, 3920 North Darisn
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GOVERNMENT FORECAST
Phil ia and vicinity—Gen-
unsetiled, and warm to-
aud sday; gmh westerly

THE WEATHEN,
LENGYH DF DAY,
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This girl picked up these missiles a mile and a half from the scene of
the disaster in New York bay. Souvenir hunters
Jersey meadows, on which fell hundreds of

Phote hy Underwosd & Undoarwend

:Luirklv overran the
rapnel shells.

TWO CAVALRYMEN,
FIVE BANDITS DIE
IN BORDER CLASH

Eighth U. S. Troops in Run-
ning Fight With Mex-
icans in Texas

ONE AM FRI CAN WOUNDED

EL PABOD, Tex., July 31.—Twa Ameri-
cana were killed In a elash batween a de-
tachmont of Troop ¥, Bighth United States
Cavalry, and a party of Mexlean biandits
at the Banches ranch, one and a half
miles below Fort Hancock, Texas, at 5:30
n. m, todany, L

Five of the Mexicans, nearly half of the
band, were killed in the running fight that
followed the bandits’ resistance to arrest.

Threes troops of cavalry, ordered from
Fort Bliss to pursue the escaped bandits.
woere afterward held bacl. Pursult of the
bandita acrosa the lne Into Mexlco was
contempinted for a time.
Robert Wood, customs s
cavalry patrol, was one of .1 first to be
killed In the engagement. Frivate John J.
Twomey also was killed and Sergeant Louls
Thompson was wounded,

Captain H. B, Cushing, of thes Elghth
Massachupetts Infantry, made an ofliclal
report of the fght to General Hell at Fort
Blisa. Cushing Isa rpanking officer in the
Fort Hancock distriot. However, no Na-
tlonal Guardsmen participated In the clash
The Americans killed were Private John
J. Twomey, of Troop F, and Customs In-
spector Robert Wood.

Sorgeant Lewls Thompson, alao of Troop
F, was wounded,

Legalista leaders, plotting the averthrow
of the de facto Government of Mexico, de-
clared todiy that Carranza was making
efforts to buy them with bribes and offers
of high ponitions. The Logalista
assert that the First Chieaf fearn the rapld
growth of the new revalutionary party.
Ta two of thelr number Carranza Is gald
to have offered positions as Covernors of
Mexican States. To others, It s sald, he
offered high Federal officos in Mexico City.
The lLegallutin say Carranza’s power ls
fast ebbing, basing part of thelr clalms even
on yesterday's bulifight i Junrez It was
the first bullAght held in Mexico since Car-
ranza look Carrenza s
known to be violantly opposed to the sport
und lesued a decres against it at the Bame
time he put the bun on gambling and
cockfighting

His attitude has not changad. But the
permission of the Juarez bull Aght came
trom CGeneral Jacinto Trevino, commander
of the de tacto army of the north and re-
ported mutineer ngainst the commands of
Carranza, It was taken by the Legalintas
as an Indieation that Trevinoe was able to
do.as ho pleased—in Chihdhhua and ths
nerth of Mexico, at any rales,
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leaders

the leadership

Took Employer's Jewels, Is Charge

Accused of the theft of jowelry valoed at
$250, Max Ozer, 17 years old, whu says he
lives in this city, was today held under §500
ball for court by Recorder Stuckhouse In
Camden Ouzer., It I8 mileged, stole the
Jewglry from the overcoat pooket of Suwmuyel
Orogsman, who conducted a jewelry store
at Eightth mnd Mt Veroon strests until
recently. Grosman empluyed Ozer to move
his sltects to Camdsn, aznd it was while Lthe
goods were o transit that they are alieged
to have been stolen Cash amounting to
100 was left undisturbed in the same coat

Hoodoo Motorcyelist Injured Seriously
READING, Pa., July 31—While domons
strating a molurvycle which he was about
to sell because he consldered It & hoovdoo
for him becauss of numercus accidents
Barnard Kuls, of Bechielsville, HBucks
County, wollided with ancther waching avd
sustained a fraciured skull A simbar we-

strest. He was pos of Saturday's victima
L ; p—
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BRITISH TROOPS
MAKE NEW GAINS
ON SOMME LINE

English Advance at Several
Points North of Bazen-
tin-le-Petit

TEUTON ATTACKS HALTED

New gains for the British forces on
the Somme front were reported by Sir
Douglas Haig, British commander-in-
chief, today. The gains were made in
loeal encounters at points north of
Bazentin-le-Petit.

The repulse of fierce German counter-
attacks by the French north of the
Sommie, in the Peronne sector, was re-
ported by the Paris War Office today.

Acting in concert, the British and
French forces attacked together yes-
terday and as a result of their co-
operation both made valuable gains,
General Haig reported that the enemy
“must have suffered heavily,” while the
French night communique implied the
same when it announced that the
ground gained was held against power-
ful German counter-attacks,

The fighting was at the point where
the British right rests against the
French left, with the Somme between.
The British attacked in a sector be-
tween the Delville wood and the Somme
and after a heavy engagement, were
able to move eastward beyond Waterlot
farm and Trones wood, which, like Del-

Continued an Page Twa, Column Flye

HEAT AND HUMIDITY BACK

Temperature Up Eight Degrees in an
Hour—Wave May Not
Last Long

Heat and humidity returned to the eolty
today. « The humidity that saturated the alr
this morning was 18 per cent ahove normal
und the temperature rose from 76 at §
o'clock to 92 at noon. The mercury jumped
three degrees in the first hour, three degrees
in the second and elght degrees the third

According the
expertn, the new heat wave
Is due to a high arex which formed In the
north and is moving off  the
Atlantie seaboard. This area was follow-
ink closely on heels of Lthe “Ber-
muda high.” which caused the recent hot
spell, but & mass of cool atmosphers came
batween the two areas, driving the "BHer-
muda” out to sesn and halting the “north-
ern’' for w few days Permanent relef
from the new area will not come untl i,
too, moves away from the coast
It was predicted that the weather will
be ¢loudy, unsettied and warmer tonight
and tomorrow, perbpaps relleved somne by
very gentle” westerly winda 1The coclest
tomperature last night was 7% dqgru;

WILL A\'EN('E. FE\A‘I‘I‘ DEATH

Asquith Tells Commons Guilty Ones
Will He Punished

LONDON, July 31 —Premier Asquith
announced today that immediate action will
be taken by the Govermment relalive to Lhe
sxgcution of Captain Charies Fryatt, of the
British steamship Brussels, by the Gos-
mauns.

“The Fryait case will net go unpyn-
inhed.” said the Prumier, Hes added that
whoaver the criminsals were they would be
brousht te justice. Howwver, It mlght be.
Mr Asquith declared., that the men who
authorised the aystem allowing such
crumass may be the most 3ulll) of all

to Governmaent weather
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Heat Bmh Fatal to Kﬁlu Man
LANCASYTER, Pa. July 31-—John Mus.
utmllm-oﬂ.um died last

QUICK NEWS

NATIONAL LEAGUE
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BROOKLY! 041 30000=x-8 1
Toney and Clarke; Bmith and McCarthy,

ST. LOUIS 2 00 00 2
BOSTON, 1st g O001 20

Doalk and Gonzales; Bames and Gowdy.

PITTSBURGI! O 0CO0O0OO =
NEW YORK,1stg..2 0 0 O 0 4 —

Miller and Schmidt; Sallee and Bariden,

BLISS COMPLETES EXAMINATION OF BORDER CAMFS

WABHINGTON, July 31.—General Rliss, who is inspecting mili-
tia camps on the border, wired the War Department today that he had
completod examination of camps at Columbus, N, M. The health of
the Seocond Massachusstts Infantry, stationed there, is excellent, L
reported, but their eamp is to be moved a mile and a half from Colum-
bus in order to get a better water supply.

PRESIDENT TO ATTEND OHIO DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

WASHINGTON, July 31.—President Wilson this afternoon
promisad Senator Pomerene, of Ohio, that he would attend the Damo-
eratic Btate convention to be hsld in Columbus some time befoye
Augum 30. The convention adjourned last spring to meet agn.n at

& gall of Bennator Pomerene, who was chairman,

. LA
WOMAN HELD FOR DEATH OF MAN HURT IN FIGHT

Rebecen Elder, of 1910 North Tenth street, was committed to the county pricon
by_Magistrate Mecleary, at the Central Statlon, this morning to await the nction of
' the Grand Jury In connectlon with the death of Willlam Colilas, 456 years old, at
St, Joseph's Hospltal last night, following a fight at the ¥/ street house, in
which Mra. Elder is said fo have thrown him down stairs. Collina's skull was frac-
tured.

AUSTRIAN RULER CRITICALLY ILL; HEIR CALLED

LONDON, July 31l.—Emperor Francls Joseph's condition hns become so critical
that Archdule Karl, heir to the Austrinn throne, has been called to the aged mon:
arcit's bedside, according to a4 Vienna dispatch Issued by the Exchange Telegraph
Company today.

SWIFT COMPANY TO GIVE MILLIONS IN PENSIONS

CHICAGO, July 3l.—Announcement was made today by Swift & Co. of a plan
to penslon employes, A fund of $2,000,000 has been acoumulated and there will
be added annually to this §400,000, The employes contributp nothing, More than
30,000 workmen are directly benefited. Persons employed 256 years or who reach the
age limit of 65 will be pensioned. No pension will be less than $240 a year and none
greater than $5000, L

BRITISH PRIZE COURT CONDEMNS NEUTRAL CARGOES

LONDON, July 31 —The Hritish prize court today condemned 8000 bags of
coffee and 14,665 barrels of oll shipped from Amerlca and Intercepted by English
naval forces, The coffee was part of the ciargoes of the Swedish steamships In.
Manle and Sydiand. The oll was on hoard n Swedish vessel and was consigned to
the American consular agent at Malmoe.

LAFEAN QUITS TWO CONGRESS TICKETS

HARRISBURG, July 3l—Daniel ¥. Lafean, York, today filed papers with-
drawing his name as o candidate for Congress on the Roosevelt Progressive and
Personal Liberty tickets, Frank W. Moore withdrew as a candldate for the House
on the 'rogresaive Ucket In Hrodford County.

FRANKLIN REFINERY CLOSES AFTER 4 MONTHS' WORK

The Franklin Sugnr Refinery, Bainbridge street and Delawnre avenue, his shut
down again after four months' activity followilng a 20-year period of [dleness.
Workmen say the shutdown will be permanent, although it was announced by
officials as temporary, belng due to “trade conditions."

SWARM OF MOSQUITOES BLOWS IN WITH LAND BREEZE

Mosquitoes, It seemed milllons of them, were swept into the oity last night by
a stiff land Breeze that blew westerly to southwesterly., It was thelr first whole-
sale visit this season. The wmlhrrnuzn says they will remaln until the wind shifts.

HEAT KILLS 267 IN CHICAGO; COOL WAVE PROMISED

CHICAGO, July 11,—Cooler wedther was In sight for the Middle West today
after another day of record-scorching heat, A cool wave, according to the Weather
Bureau, will hit this section tonight. Death's toll in Chicago yesterday from the
heat was 117. This mukes a total of 267 deaths from heat in the last four days.
Ninety-nine bables have died wsince Friday night, A temperature of 101.7 was
recorded in Chicago, a record since 1901, when the mercury registered 102.9 degrees.

200 DEAD AS FORE&T l"th SWEEPS ONTARIO TOWNS

ENGLEHART, Ont., July 31.—Forest fires which for several days have been
threatening the northernmost towns and the outlying settlements of northern On-
tario today and yesterday culminated In a holocaust which has wiped cut entire
communities, licked up the fringe of larger towns and levied a desth toll which
cannot mt present be accurately computed, but which may range from 140 to 200,
with scores of persons suffering from (njuries and many likely to succumb, A
heavy rainstorm has stopped further disaster,

THREE SHIPS, ONE NEUTRAL, SUNK, LLOYD'S ANNOUNCES

LONDON, July 31.—The destruction of angther neutral vessel, as wall as a
helligerent steamship, was nnnounced today by Lloyd's. The ships sunly were the
Norwegian steamship Mars and the Britiah steamship Olaudia, The Claudis dis-
pluced 1144 tons. She was bullt in 1597 and her home port was Stockton. Maritime
recards st two Norwegian l!lull\l!)im named Muars. Both are comparatively small
vessels, A laler dispatch to Lloyd's also reported the sinking of the Itallan vessel
Bamnola. L™

“MURDER LEAGUE” FORMED TO BRING KAISER TO TRIAL

LONDON, July 31,—"The Murder League of Britons” has been orgauized in
Liverpool as one manlfestation of the general indignation over the sxscution of
Captain Fryatt. The oblect of the league s to-bring the Kalsssr 1o trial for this
and other murders viclating the law of natlons

ARMORIES BEGIN RECRUITING AGAIN
National Guard armories were recpened for recruiting today to Ml
tn the runks and bring the organization to full war strength, ss required
Hay-Chumberiln army reorganization sct. Major Hess und Captain
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“Chink” Schwartz's Te
mony Discredited by Tens
derloin Resident ~ "%

PORTER SEES ROTAN

High Points in Grand
Jury's Probe of Vice

SAMUEL FINGERS, a jewelry

: peddliirrl. gf 434 Flortl} Seventh
streat, said charges of graft
Pol:ceman Kearse, of Bntm
street station, by Sam Schwarts were
falge. He dccl-'-ed that Schwarta
wanted to bribe him to give simllar )
testimony. Lot

Lieutenant McBride, of the PM"
|| and Race strects station
nw“rukcr games in the xl.‘\'(*.ul.ll!lll
Republican Club,

Director Wilson expressed the
hope that overy poilccmnn who -
knows anything about graft will tell f

all he knows.

Ex-Director Porter conferred with
District Attorney Rotan vn the vice
situation.

Judge Rogers said the Grand
Jury may have an extension of time
for the investigation if such a re-
quest is made,

An attempt to discredit the testimony of
Sam  Schwarts, who branded Polleeman
Kearso, of the Tenth nnd Buttonwoed ,
streets wtatlon, ns & grafter tntm the
Grand Jury, wan mnde this nltomwn by 4
Samuel Fingers, a Tenderloln jewelry
peddler,

Fingers, who admitted that he rocently

got out of Jall, said he wanted a chanoe

to go hefors the Jury and tell the truth
about vice conditlons. He will probably be’
called an a witneas, ’
Fingera sald there was no truth In the ~
testimony given before the Grand Jury

by EHchwartz. On Friday Schwarts sald -
that Kearse collected money regularly from
disorderly houses and also confiscated drugs
which were taken In a dope ralldl on Fingers's
home on June 2.

Fingers said that Schwarts met him Im «
Franklin Square n few days ago and ofe $-
fored him money “to get squars with the :
cope’  “He asked me to give perjured
tentimony nnd say that Kearsa took dope
when a ltouse was ralded,” sald PFingers,

“and in regards to a so-called raid on June

2, In. which he snyn I was caught, the m
records will show that T was in jall at ﬂlﬂ'
time. The rald that Kearse probably refefs
to took place on September 13, 1014, snd
It was made by Pollcemen Hatfleld and Mo
Intyre. .

Lieutenant Willlam McHride, of the
Fourth and Race streets station, was the
firnt witmess to testify today, Asked If he
knew “Dick™ Kelker and “Battle” Hughas
and if they wers gamblers, ‘Mcfride sald
he didn't know them at all, When guess
tioned concerning his relationship with
“Moe” Weinbeck, & Republican division o
leader of the Twentleth Ward and an als
leged gambler, McBride said he and Welne
beck had married sisters, but that he hndn't
‘seen much of him of Inte,

As the leutenant was formerly sttached
to the Elghth and Jefferson: streets station, 5
ho was nsked [f he ever found any T
gambling In the Twentieth Ward Repibe o
llean Club. MeBride sald he saw a few.
poker gumen there. When questioned cone
cerning an alleged crap jolnt at Hixth and
Vine ptreets, the witneas sald hs discoversd %
it and closed the place. He also sald
that he had heard of the handbook place
for placing bets on horses, near Seventh and
Market streots, and closed the place.
MceBride was followed by Captain McFad-
den, who, on Saturday, told the jurymen
that he had sworn out warrants for gams i

1%
bling house proprietors in the northwesters .':I
part af the city and that they were not exe
peuted by Superintendent of Police Robine L

&

son. Today MeFadden said that he really
requested Robinson nol to take actien on
the warrants right away, because he wanted
to get additional c\’ltlem.?\.
CONBTABLE TO TESTIFY.
Among other witnesses expected to u#-
fy this afterncon are James Nizona, come
atable attached to Mogistruta Nooney's ofs 08
flce, who, It I8 belleved will be quuthlal' &
concerning  gambling conditions in the '
Eghth Ward. Willlam Jones, of the Thire ,a-
teenth Ward, who was a candidate for tha
Leglslaturs at the last primary, will alio be
quizzed at today's mesnion. r
Conalderable comment was caused in Gity
Hall this afternoon when former Directog =
of Public Safety Porter arrived at the offics
of Diatriet Attarney Rotan, where hd and
Mr. Rotan held a lengthy confersnoce.

PORTER RECEIVED COMPLAINTA
The ex-director was asked whether o
not he had ever received any cqmpl v

about policeman ln the Tenderioin' @ ]
receiving graft from the propristors _'
disorderly and gambling houses. My, -t
said that such complainta wam 3
and always Investigated. He never foy
any direct evidence, however of *
condition, but when there was any groy
for suspecting certain palicerdien they w
be removed o anether distsict ., It
because of Lhe Freat templations o©
in the Tenderioin that the U'h h,

‘IL

'q

charge of the First Reghment Armery. Coplain W. MeClay s in charge of the
Becond end Major Charies mmw:.nm.’.u ha,

t some monthy sgd had degrived bim
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