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CHAPTER I

In Chicago
TILLY BYRNE was a product of the

strects and alleyn of Chicago's great
Went Sida.

From Halated to Robey and from Grand
avenun to Lala street there was scarce n
bartender whom Bllly Knew not by hiw
first name. And, In proportion to thelr
number, which (s considerably less, he
knew the patroimen and plaln-clothes men
equally well—biut not so pleasantly.

Hle kindergarten education had com-
menced in an alloy back of a feed store.
Hers n gang of older boya and men weara
wont to congregate at such times as they
had nothing else to occupy thelr time, As
the Bridewell was the only place in which
they aver held jobs for more than two
consecutiva days, they had conslderable
time to devota to congregating,

They wera plekpookets and second-story
men. made and In the making. All were
muckers, ready to insult the first woman
who passed, or pick a quarrel with any
stranger who did not appear too burly.

By night they plied thelr real vocationa.
By day they sat In the alley behind the
feed store and drank beer from a bat-
tered tin pall

The questlon of labor Involved In trans-
porting the pall, empty, to the saloon acrosa
the strest and returning It, full, te the
alley back of the feed stors was solved
by the prescnce of admiring and envious
lttle boya of the neighbvorhood, who hung
wide-aved and thrilled about theso heroes
of their childiah lIves.

Billy Byrne, at pix, wan rushing the can
for this noble band, and Incldentally plek-
Ing up his knowlodgs of life and the rudi-
ments of his education. He glorled In the
knowledge that he wis personally ac-
quainted with “Eddie” Weleh, and that with
his own ears ho had heard “"Eddie” tell the
gang how he stuck up a guy on West Laks
street, within 60 yards of the 28th pre-
einet pollce station,

The kindergarten perlod lasted untll Billy
wias ten; then he commenced “swiping'
brass faucets from wvacant bulldings and
selling them to n fence who ran a junk shop
on Lincoln street, near Kinzle.

From this man he abtained the hint that
gradunted him to higher things, so that
at 12 he was robbing freight cars In the
yards along Kinzie street, It was about
this same tims that he commenced to find
pleasurs in the feel of hia fist against the
Jaw of n fellow man. He had his boyish
poraps with his fellowa off and on aver
pince he could remember; but his first real
fight camo when he was 12. He had had
an altercatlon with an erstwhile pal over
the divislon of the returns from some
freight-car booty,

The gung was all present, and as words
quickly gave place to blows, as they have
& habit of doing In certaln sections of the
Wenst Side, the moen and boys formed a
rough ring about the contestanta.

Tha battle was a long one. Tha two
wore rolling about In the dust of the alley
quita as often as they wegre upon thelr feet
exchanging blowsa. \

There was nothing falr nor decent nor
sclentific about thelr methods They gouged
and bit and tore. They used Kness pnd
olbows and feet, and but for the timely
pressnce of a brickbat baneath his fingers
at the psychological moment, Bllly Hyrte
would have gone down to humiliating
dofeat. As It was the other boy want
down; and for A weck Billy remalned
‘hidden by one of the gang pending the

port from the hospital,

When word came that the patient would
te, Billy felt an immenso load lifted from

shoulders, for ho dreaded arrest and
rience with the law that he had
#d from childhood to derlde and hate.
course, there was the loss of prestige
t would naturally have accrued to him
uld he have been pointed out as “the guy

t aroaked Sheehan ;" but thero s aiways
fiy in the olntment, and Billy only sighed
nd eame out of his temporary retiremaent.
The battle started Billy to thinking, and
the result of that mental activity was &
determination to learn to handlae his mitts
selentifically—peopls of the Weast Bide do
not have hands; they are equipped by
natura with mitts and dukes. A few have
paws and flppers,

¥or soveral years he had no opportunity
to realize hia w dream; but when he
was about 17 4 nelghbor's son surprised his
Uttle world by suddenly developing from
an unknown teamater Into a locally famous
lightweolght.

The young man had naver been affilinted
with the gang, as his éscutcheon wis defiled
with & record of steady employment. So
Billy had known nothing of the sparring
lessons his nelghbor had taken, or of the
work he had done at the downtown
symnasium of Larry Hilmore.

Now, It happened that while the new
‘lghtwelght was upknown to the charmed

oircle of the gang, Bily knew him fairly
well by reason of the proximity of their
reapective parental back yards, and so when
#the glamour of pugilistic success haloed the
young man, Billy lost no time In basking In
the light of his reflscted glory.

He saw much of his new hero all the
following winter. He socompanied him to
many mills, and on one glorious occaslon
oosupted a posltion in the coming champlon's

sarner,

When the prizs-fighter toured, Billy con-
tinued to hang around Hilmore's place,
running ervands and doing edd Joba the
while, and almoat unconsciously he pleked
up puglistlo lore and sbsorbed the spiric of
the gume along with the rudiments and
fine polnts of its sclence.

Then his ambition changed. Once be had
longed to shine as & guaman; pow he was
determined to become & prise-Nghter. But
the old gang Atili saw much of hlm, and be
was & familiar figure sboyt tha saloon
cornae slong Grand asvenus and

During this period Bllly neglected the
y ofi Kinsie strest, partly because
galt that ha was fitted for more dignifiad

t, and alpo for the fact that the

¥ had doubled the pumber

n la the yards Hut there were
ha falt the old yearning for ex-

Jenloun of the sanctity of thalr awn tarri-
tary. Ontsiders do not trespass with Im-
punity.

From Halstead to Robey, and from Lake
to Cirand, Iay tha bhroad hunting pressrves of
Kelly's gang,: to which Billy hnd hesn almont
born, ons might say, Kelly owned the fead
stors back of which the gang hiad loafed for
¥oars, and thoigh himaslf & respectabls
businasa man, his name had boen attached
to tha pack of hoodluma whe held forth at
his back dAoor as the sasiest means of lodats
ing and dentifying ta members

The police and citizenty of this great
terpitory ware the natural enemles and prey
of Kell#'s gang, but as the kings of old pro
tocted the despr of thelr grent forests from
ponchers, ao Kelly's gang felt it Incumbant
upon them to safeguard for themeelves the
lives and property which they eotsidared
thelrs by divine right. It Is doutiful that
they thought of the matter in Just this wiy,
but the effect waa the anme.

And go It wan that as Billy Byrne wended
homeward alone In the wee houra of the
marning after emptying the cash drawer of
ol Sehnolder's anloon und lecking the wekp.
“Ang Hehneldar Intoa his own ice box, he was

deoply sgrieved and angerad to ses ranic
outsiders  from ‘Twelfth Streest beating
Palrolman Stanley Lasky with his own

baton, the whille they simultanesusly strove
to Kick (n his riba with thelr heavy boots.

Now, Lasky was no friend of Billy
Brerne's, but the officer had bwen born and
ralssd in the district and was attached to
the Twenty-gighth precinot station on Lake
Stroet near Ashland Avenue. and so wan
part and pareel of the natural possession of
the gang. Billy felt that [t was entirely
ethical tn beat up n cop, provided you esn-
fined your efforts to those of yvour own dis-
trict, but for n bunch of yapa from mouth
of Twelfth Street to attempt to pull off any
such conran work In hig balllwick—why, It
was unthinkahle !

A hero and resouer of leam experletfice
than Eilly Byrne would have rushed mels
odramatically Into the midst of the fray,
and In all probabllity have had hian face
ptnhed complately through the back of his
head, for the guya from Twalfth Street
were not of the rah-rah-boy type of hood-
Ium-—they were Bad men, with an upper-
caxn B,

So Bill crept stealthily along In tha shnd-
ows until He wau qulte olase to them, and
behind them. On the way he had gathered
up A cute ltle granite paving block, than
which there {8 nothing In tho world hardar,
not even a Tweallth Street skall.

He wai quite close now to one of the men
—him who was wlelding thes oilicor's ¢lub to
such excellont disadvantage for tho officer.
He raleed the paving block only to lower
silently and suddenly upan tho back of that
unsuspecting head—"and then thare were
two.'

Befare tha man's eompanions had reallzed
what had happened Billy had possersed him-
self of the fallen club and struck ona of
them o blinding, staggering blow across the
¢yen,

Then number three pulled his gun
fired pointhlanik at Billy.
through his left ahoulder,

It wolld have sent a more highly organ-
fzed and nervously Ineclined man to the
pavement, but Bllly was nelther highly or-
ganized nor nervously Inelined, so that
about the only immediate effect it had upon
him wan to make him mad. Before he had
been but peeved—pecved at the rank crust
that had permitted these cheap skates from
south of Twelfth street to work his terrl.
tory. Thoroughly nroused, Bllly was a
wonder.

From a long lHne of burly ancestors he
had Inherited the physique of a prize bull
From earilest childhood he had fought, Rl
ways unfalely, so that he knew nll the
tricks of street fighting. During the last
yeur there had been added to Billy's natural
fighting ability and Instinet a knowledge of
the sclentific end of the nport.

The result was eromothing appalling—to
tha gang from Twelfth street.

‘Before that gink could pull tha trigger
again his gun had been wrenched from
his hand and fMlung across the streot. nnd
he was down on the granite, with a hand
#un hard us the puving block serambling his
fucial ntiractions beyond hope of repalr,

By this time Patrolman Lasky had stag
gered to his feot, and most oppertunely nt
that; for ghe man whom Billy had dazed
with the club was recovering Lpnky
promptly put him to sleep with the butt
of the gun that he had been unahble to draw
when first attacked, then he turned to assist
Billy.

But it was not Billy who nocded nusist.
ance—it was the gentieman from Bohemiin.
With diffficulty Lasky dragged Billy from
his prey. :

“Leave enough of him for the inquest”
pleaded Lasky.

When the wagon arrived Bllly had dis-
appeared, but Lasky had recognized him,
and thereafter the two nodded pleasantly to

onnd
The bullet tore

ing to assamble.
nodded to them as they |

Ha noted surprise In th

dersd what It meant ar
nsk the next man who &
wonderment nt Hig preser
fng Wim,

Then
toward him from tho eas

his eyes In surprise,
quite close to tha
something to him, though

one another upon such occaslons as they | stralght ahead as though
chanced to meet upon the streeb. Billy. at all
Twa yeirs elupsed before the event In deference to the

transplred which proved a crisls In Bllly's
Iite. During this period éhis exintence had
been much the sama as befare,

He had oollgcted what was corming to
him from, carcless and lesas muscular clti-
gens. H4 had helped stick up a half dogen
saloons "He had robbead the night men in

toward Wilnut street, but

A hundred yards up tl
Lusky In the shadow of u
"Wotlnell are you
asked the patralmamn

two elevated stations, and for a whila had
bean upon the payroll of & certain ward
boss and done strong-arm work for §25 a
woek.

DBy day he was & general uwtllity man

Two nights before

upon his eash drawer, had
hs had agaln been

under the protection of the
tician who owned the place wore
Billy know them npll, and

na they saw him standing there.

muoker

dodn’

Invited

“Avast, there,” eried the eaptain,

powerful poll-
commencs

adged him,

s faces of several
He wan-
il determined to
virbed even mute

wo whit wan ent-

Hily saw a harness bull strolling

t. It was Lansky.

When Lasky saw Billy he, too, opennd
and when

he came
ha whispered
ha kept his eyes
he had not seen

whispered request
Billy presently gtrolled arouml the corner

at the alley back

of the mloon he turned suddeniy in.
1o alley ha found

telephone pole
pround here?"
Nda't you know

that Sheehan hadd peiched I
old
gouded to desperotion by the repeated rnlds

man Schnelder,

hown ght whets
to elevale his

“Orders is out to get you, and if T were you I'd beat it, and beat it guiek.”

about Larry Hilmore's boxing academy,
and thims and time sgaln Hilmore urged
him to quit drinking and live straight, for
he saw ln the youny Eiant the makings of
& great heavyweight. But Billy eouldn'y
leave the boose alone, and o the best that
bs got was an vocaslonsl five-spotl for ap-
poaring lu prelunloary bouts wilh third and
fourth rate heavies and hasbeons Yei
during the three mh::l ‘l“nhu:nlm hnnf Fad
sbout Hilmore's he aei an oV " o 5 Aous
sble kuowledge of the manly art of sell ,:ﬁ"“‘““’

dutense. “ILat's what he says®

through the heart
Teated oo suspicion.

tralned with him, for, '

e

“Why, I wass't wilkin
: Y protested

bands, and the holdup men had shot hin
Sheehan bad Deen ar-

Billy had not bean with Hheshan that
pight. As & maiter of fact
ce the hoyish bat-
tle that the twe bad waged, there bad al-
ways been Ul-fauling beiwesn them,

But with Lasky’s words Billy knew what
bappened.

he pever had

i, eh?™ hs gues

-

befare. Opnlera 4 out 10 get you, amn
was you I'd bBeat {t, and beat
don't have ta toll you why I
this, but it's all 1 y do far you N0
taka my tp and stide, though you'll have o
EO S0ma 10 make YOur Etiway now-— v
EuY on tho force hina got your poedl

s

Hilly turnod without a ord amnd walked
east in the alley toward T, n pirect In
Lincoln .street Billy wilked north to Kin-

zle. Here bhe entered the rallroad yueda

An hour later he was bumping out of
town toward tha West on o fn Cralght
Throe weeks later he found himeelf b
Frisco,

Ho had no money, but the methods that
hitd so oftsn replenished his depletod ox
choequer at home he folt would serve the
sams purpose here.

Baing unfumiliar

with Frisco,

not know where best to work
by accident, he stumbled upon
where there were many s

trona were obviously mfaring 1. 2n, ho wis
distinotly ¢latod \ coiald bie hetter £
his purposes than a drunken sajlor?
He viterad one of the saloons wnd |

watehing &« gume of cards, or ¢

seemed to be occupled As & matter of
fact, Wik eyes wore coiwtantly u e
alart, roving about the roeom to wh ru
man was in the act of payir v round

of drinks, that a fat wallet might be located
that led him with long
M hile careful watch

O

The man was sitting st & talle & rhort
distance from Billy. Two other men were
with him As he pald the wai from n

well-Alled pochetbouk ho looked up 1o meet
Billy's eyus
With a drunken smile he hockuned 1o (he

mucker to join them Billy felt that fa
wan overkind te him, and he L time |
heeding her cull A moment luter | WS

sitting st the table with the three
pnd had ordered a drop of redey

Tho stranger, who WwWad crassoved R
mi ¢l dogres, was vory avieh in his
tertain | He scurvely walled for Eilly
o draln one glnss before he ardersd an
other. and once wfter Rilly hod left the

table for & moment he found a freah drink
avatting him when he returmmed—Dhla hoat
had already poured It for Lim,

It was this last drink that 4i4 the busi
Hesa

CHAPTER 11

The Halfmoon
HEN Bllly opened his eyes aguin he
W;uuh] not recall, for the lneteant, yery
much of his lumediate past At last he

remenberod, painful regret, e
drunken sailur I had been his {ptention to

with

ol

He feit deeply chagrined that his right-
ful prey asbould have sscaped him Fie
couldn't understand how it had happened

“Thisa Frisco booke must be semelbing
fecos ! thought Billy

His bhead ached frighifully, and he wus
very sick. So wsick thal the room in which
be lay seemied Lo te rislug sod fallicg in
s borribly realistiq manner. Every time it
dropped It boougbt Bllly's stumach nearly
e his mouth

Billy shut hia eres.  Still the awful sen-

ke
mmullbuqﬁlbdwt.m n bow
Bia poor bead hurt | - Findicg thet i
eily L makes watlers worse whes
hie BllY copsusd  Uiem

salion,
Bily groatisd

not really and truly swinging. He couldn’t
nonok or it
Apnln o shut his eyes for 4 moment
When he opened thein to Inolt again at the
tump he found that it still swung ws before.
‘uwutiously he siid from his bunk to the
It was with difficulty that he kept
fon Still that might g but the ef-
el R At lust ho resghed the
il clung for support while
W ex i ard the lamp
Ths Evr any doubt The
lonar 5 wnd forth like the
ST t held!
| W Billy sought un winidow
He I ttle round glass-coversd
21 W celling ul one side of
1} I 4t thy greatast ribnk
1 Jifs ul hat h nged 1w crawl
an all fours to one of them
As |} itraightonsd up and glanced
Lthr Pl il nt the sight that
I s far as he could see there
§ t o tumbling waste of waler
hoof wonat had happenesd
o ! | n hls understanding
A I was gol 1 roll that guy!" he
it d in hely bewilderment. "1 was
n' to rall Lims, and now look here wot
I bty 1
At moa light appeared ubove
s Lhe hatch was ralsed, and Billy saw the
atld leg of & large man descending
Ladder  fromy slaove When thes new-
reached the floor and twrned o loak
) hin eyes mot Billy's, und By saw
that It was bis bhost of the previous eve-
bing
my hsarty, how goes It askad
Lh MIraAnger
“You pulled It off pratsy siick,” suld
Billy
“AWhat do you mesan?' asked the other |
with & frown
Comse o, sald Billy, “you know what
I mean™
“Look here replisd the other ocoldly
Dant you ferget that T'm mate of this

1 He found It o stuffy hole Alled with)
bunks In tiers three-deep around the sides
In the centre of the raom was A table
vo the table & lamp hung suspen’ od
n ong of the wooden beams of the
el
The lnmp oarrested Billy's attention It
wa winging back and forth rather vie-
ntly,
This eould not be an hallugination. The

room might seem. to e rising and falling,
put that unp could not séem to be swing-
around in any such manner IC L were

ship., an' that you want o speak respearful

4 alnt lookin' fer trouble My

Ward. an' when you speak to
Undergtand 1

LW me ¥
Alr
e

nAme's
e aay

Billy s¢ratched his bhead and bllaked his
& od He had befare bheen spoken
2 in any such feshiorn—at least oot sinee
he had put on ths svolrdupols of mab-
hood His head ached horvitiy, and hs waa
sick to his stoemach—Irightiully sick

His ming was moeds vpon his physical saf-
feritg Thian upen woal the male was =uylng
st thar guite & percspiibie luterval of time
glapied bofurs the (rus dimsssions of the
affrunt o his @gnity omnmenced to per-
colte tnto the Lufugged and palocracked
envolutions of his Lraln

The mato thouwght (hat his blusteri had
bluffed the new band That wus what
he hail coms bLelow to gecomplish. Bx.
perigige had eugbt biss that an Ly

s b @lacipiing sad lﬂmﬂmh-

hever
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and he swung the heavy stick he usually carried full upon the back of Billy's head,

thun whon the victim Is sulfering from the
after-effocts of whisky and a drug. Men-
tality, wvitallty and cournge are thon at

their lowest ehb A brave man often is
reduced to the pitiful eondition of a yellow
dog when nausen sits nstride his stomach.

But the mate was not acqguainted with
Hily Byrne of Kelly's gang Billy's brain
was hefuddied, so that it teok siime time
for an Jon to wiggle 1th way through, but
hin courage was all there. and all to the
good

Billy was o mucker, n hoodlum, n gang-

& thug, & tough, When he fought his
i wittld have brought a4 fNush of
phame to the fpee of his witanic mulesty
He hand hit oftener from behind that from

Lt B

before He had always taken every ad-

e of slze and welght and numbers
I he eould call to his sssistance He
wns an insalter of glirle and women, He
was A barrcom brawler and a  saloons

corner  loater
He was all that was dirty and mean and

contemptible and vwardly In the eyes of
a brave mnn; and yet. notwithstanding all
this. Bllly Byrne was no ooward He way
what he wuas because of training and en-
vironmeant He Knew no other methods—

n othsr code Whatever the meager ethiles
of his kind he would have lived up to them
to tho doath

He had never squesled on n pal, and he
had never left u wounded friend to fall into

the hands of the enemy, the palice
wor had he evor It & man speak to
is the mates hod dpoken, antd get away
wi i, mnd po, while bt did it act as
Jickly a8 would have been his wont had
i clear. ha dul aot BHut the
# had led the mate into an
el us copcoption of e cadse, and into
a her rash aflow of authority, and had
thrown him off hisn guard as well
“What you npeed ald the mate, ad-
vancing toward Hilly, ¢ 4 bash of the
beeger. 1L help you remember thalt you
ato’'t nothon' but a diry andiubber, an'
when your beitera come wround you'll—*
What Hilly would bave duong in the
presance of his betters remained still-bogn
i the mate's Imugtngtion in the face of
what Billy really did do to his better, uas
that worthy swung a sudden, viclous blow
At the muchar's fhee

Bitly Byrne had not been scrapping with
third and fourth Tate besviea and sparrmg
with real, live cnes fur pothing The mate'y
st whistled through smpty air, the bBlear-

eved bunk of clay that bad seemed puch
easy prey to hm wes metunerphossd on
thas siant into uo alert, cal-like bundle of

steel aimews, and Billy Byrae swung (hat
awiul vight with the plls driver welght
that even the Big Smoke himsalf bad
ackrowledged respeclt for. straight w Lhe
ghort ribe Of his anthgonise

With & sCredch of surprise snd pain the
mate coumppied in the (Ar corner of the
forscastle, rammed hall way btwnsath &
bunk by the force of the rrifle blew. Liks
a tiger Billy Byrae was after hisn, apd
dragging the man out buto the ceatre of
the tivar space, he beat and mauled bim
unil his viethn's yells schosd irgugh the
elilp from stem L0 atern 3

When the captain, follewsd by hait
dosen semmen, rushed down the |
woay he found Bily aitting asts the
prograte form of the male His great

Bogere circied .I:o AL e %w

the hoavy stlek ha usually carried full upon
the Back of BiTY's head ‘

It was that blow that saved the mate's
1ifte, tar when Rilly came to he folind hime
welf In & dark and smelly hols, chained and
padiockad to a stanchion, v

They kept Eilly thers for a wesk, but
evary day the eaptain visited him in an
attampt 1o ahow him the error of his WAy,
The medinm used by the skippar for Ime
pressing hin iear of Ajscipline upen Billy
wan the Iargs. hard stick.

At the end of the weak It Wil NecessATy
to enrry Billy nbove to keep the rats from
devouring him, for the continued Mllll'ld:
and starvation had redueed him to I
more than an unconsclous mans of raw
Bleeding theat

“Thefe,” remarked the akipper, as he
viewesd his work by the light of day, "1
guean that fellow'll knnw hin place next
time an offleer an' n gentleman speaks to
him.™

That Billy survived Ia one of the hitherte
unracorded mirncles of the power of matter
over mind. A man of Intallect, of Imagine
atlon-—a being of nerves—would have suo-
cumbed to shoek atone, but Billy was not
as these He slmply Iay still And thoughtiens,
except for half-formed |deas of revenge,
until nature, unaided, bullt up what the
captaln had so ruthlessly torn down,

Ten duyn afier they brought him up
from tha hold Blily wan limping aboutl the
deck of the Halfmoon doing light manual
labor. From the other sallors abonrd he
learned thiat he was not the only member
of the crew who had besn shanghiled,

Asida from n halfdozen rechless men from
the criminal classes who had signed volune
tarily, elther becntuss they could not get &
berth upon n decent ship or desired to filt
as quietly from the law zone of the United
Staten as possible, not a man was there who J
hnd been algned regulnrly.

They wore as tough and viclous a [ot as
fate had ever foraguthersd in one forecastls,
and with them Billy Byrne felt perfectly
ot home. His early threats of awfil vens
gonnes to be wreaked upon the mate and
sleipper hnd subsided with the rough but
peneible advice of hin mesamates,

The mate, for his part, gave no indication
of harhoring the assault that Billy had made
upon him other than to assign the most
dangerous of disagreeable duties of the ship
to the mucker whenever it was poesible to
do so, but the result of this was to hasten
Billy's nautical educntion, and Keep him In
excellent physical trim.

All traces of mlcohol had long rince
vanished from ths young man's system.
Fils fuce showed the effocts of his enforced
nhstemlounnoss In n marked degree.

The red, puffy, blotchy complexion had
glven wny to clear, tanned skin; bright
eves supplanted the bleary, bloodahot things
that had given the bestinl expression to his
face In the past. His features, always
regulnr and strong, had taken on a pecullarly
refined dignity from the salt alr, the clean
life, and the dangerous occupation of the
deep-sen sallor, that would have put Kelly's
gang to o pinch to have recognized thelr
erstwhile crony had he suddenly appeared
in their midst in the alley back of the feed
store on Grand aven

With the noew life Billy
tuking on a new character. He surp
himself singing at his work—he, whose
whole life up to now had been devoted to
dodging honest labor, whose motto had
beon: “The world owes me a living, and
it's up to me to collect It

Also, he was surprised to discover that
he liked to work, that he took keen pride
in siriving to outdo the men who worked,
with him. and this spirit, despite the suss
pleion which the eaptain entertained of
Hilly sines the episode of the forecastis,
went far to making his life more endurable
on board the Halfmnon, for workera such
as the mucker developed Into are not to be
gneemed at, and though he had littls (des
of subordination, it was worth putting up
with something to keep him .in condition e
work.

It was this line of reasoning that saved
Billy's skull on one or two occaslons when
his lmpudence had been sufficient to have
provoled the skipper to n personal assault
upon him under ordinary conditions, Equint-
Eve Ward, having tasted of Billy's mudicine
onee, hud no craving for another encoluter
with him thot would entall parsonal cous
fiict -,

The entire crew was made up of ruffians
and unhung murderers, but Skipper Simms
had had little experience with seamen of
any other Ik, o he handled them roughs
shyodt, using his horny fist and the short,
heavy stick that he hablitually carried. in
liew of argument. HBut with the exception
of Billy the men all had served before the
mast in the past, so that a ship's diecipline
was to & certain measure ingrained in them
all

Enjoying his work, the life was not an
unpleasant one for the mucker, The me
of the forecastle were of the kind he ha
alwavs known—there was no honor among
them, to virtue, no kindliness, no decency.

With them Billly was at home—he
scarcely missed the old gang. He mads his
friends among them, and his enomies. He
picked quarrels, ax had besn his way since
childhood His sclence and his great
strength, together with his endless stock of
underhand tricks brought him out of sach
encounter with fresh laurels,

Presently he found it difcult to plek &

#

found himself

fight—his messmates had had enough af
Limy. 'They left hiin severaly alons.
Thesa batties, often bloody, engendersd

ne d.--»ﬁ-.n atedd hatred in the hearta of the

defeated. They were part of tha day's

work and play of the half brutes that

Bkipper Sim hud gathersd together.
Thers was only one man aboard whom

Billy really hated That was the passenger,
Divine: and Billy hated him, not bacause
of mnything that the man had sald or dens
to Billy, for he had never even a0 much a8
spoken to the mucker, but becauss of the
fine clothes and superior alr which marked
him plainly to Bllly as & member of that
loathad element of soclely—a gentleaman.
Billy hated everything that wis redpscls
abla, He had hated the smug, self-satisfied
merchants of Grand sveanue He had
writhed Ip spirit at sight of every shiny,
purring automobile that had ever passed
him with its load of weli-groomed men and
women A clean, stiff collar was to Billy .
as a red rag to a bull
Cleanliness, success, opulence. decency
spelled but one thing to Billy-—physiesl
weakness | and he hatsd physical w =40,
Hisg Idea of Indicating strength and mans
liness lay In displaying ss muoh of brutality
and uncouthness as possible.
To ussist » woman over a mudhola would
have seemed to Bllly an ucknowlsdin
of pusilanimity ; 1o stick °mt=:.l.. and
trip her 50 that ahe wied lengt
i1, the hall-mark of hlu.lt maaliness, >
And o he hated, with all the streagth
of & strong nature. the hmmacwiate, 1|
teous, well-bred map who paced E

each dey emoeking & fragrant
bis meals,
inwardly he wondered what the “duds™
was dalng mamm:wll Ay
0 weak &
thing dared venture men "
bave

Halfmoon, sod marveled
Billy's eootzmpt ci
thaty  he

Divine more
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