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High stations, tumult, not bliss create,
None think great unhappy but the
great. ~—Young.

| ThisvesNear City Hall—Headlina.
Noear? Thank goodness|

Ddght withont heat has been dis-
by & French savant. Vice versa
bean much employed by American
politiciana for many yoars.
D ———

All'the military experts have to do
describlng the Russlan advance s to
to thelr flles of Ilast summer, re-
Yeorse-the maps, and repeat.

| — — — |

Japan will bulld four superdread-
poughts. From our own experience we
Judge that Japan must recently have suf
fared from a violent outbreak of paelfism,

The Virginia Billl of Rights may be
all right for Virginia, but it won't do

for Mexico, whera thera Is no gov-
ernment—Joe Cannon.
Never mindl Didn't Mr, Bryan

have us almost to the point where ws had
no Government either?

Tall all thoss parsona who ask you

" if the movies have not seen thelr best
days that the child is just off a milk

N | diet and !s beginning to eat ment.—
~14 President Herrington, of the Xotlon
. Pleture Exhibitors’ Leagus.

Mlilk? Nonsenss; champagna!
e ——

It would be a pleasant thing If any
one were nalve enough to say: ‘“What does
it signify that the Mayor will recognize
forty-sight men in the alty na ward lead:
ers? Have theass forty-alght been distin.
gulshed or perhaps slected by thelir fellow
gitizans as speclally worthy of consulta-
tion or as representative of thelr desires?
And why do they bear such strange names
a8 Varemen, McNicholmen and so un?

1' Aren't they Philadelphians?* But no. In
Philadelphia thers la no one quite so
- naive,
—_—

Deplorabls as is the sudden activity
man-eating sharks along the upper
conat, there ia little occaslon for

& panfe, and certalnly none for avoid-
Anve of surf bathing altogethaer, It {s not
fmprobable that one shark s responsaible
tragedies. In waters known
habitat of the tiger shark,
South Atlantic and Guilf coasts,
in ths surf {s just as popular s
a8 it ls north of Hatteras, yet
stldom any mocldents. The
fact, reputsd to be o coward,
frightaned off by mere nolse.
care should be taken by
partioularly not to go too far
the danger at the great bath-
where large crowds congre-

as fairly re-
But swimmer who insists
In the water to show

ks the fool who rooks the boat, is
with death.
———
Benator Penrose might have been
 Washington when the navy bill was
formulated, but he wasn't. In faot,
not been in his seat for two
and he was not there often before
There are soms Benators who stick
the job. Their constituents are
protected. An the naval bill now
t instructs the Becretary of the
have the yards at Puget Bound,
and Boston eguipped to bulld
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“otherwise I presuma FPhila-
deiphia would have been Included.” “FHas
Pennaylvania secedsd from the Union?™
paked & newspaper recantly, referring to
al on tha purt of our Congresi-
- man. No, but It is apparent that Mr. Pen.
i f-ll-ohummm&mmqndla
' ftreating that august body with the neglect

. and disdaln which he no doubt thinks it
L. But one Benator on the job ia
: twe in the bushes, as the major
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Notie the lems, care shotid be taken that
not all the clty's statues are pinced thers,
For one, the Pligrim Father nesds a mora
noble setting than a triangle anywhers
along the way.

“PRACTICAL MEN”

Mnmcmn after all the cruel and
bitter thrusts that he aimed at the
hoad of the Mavor, opens the allly season
by "amazingly®™ nnd “totally unexpectediy”
appenring with Mr. Vare In the sxscutive
recaption room for harmony. 1t was to
have been war to thoe knite between the
Penroae-MeNichol faetion and the Bmith.
Vare factlon, MeNlchol would never, no
never—well, hardly over—asek harmony
with the Administration, His attitude,
untll the election of the new City Come
mittee, whs that of the New England
mate who told the offensive captain that
he wanted “nons of his whisky, nor yet
nona of hig sesgara, but only a leetle com-
mon sesvility, and damned leetle of that™
But now "Unele Jim"™ is on the job with
a fistful of cholee Havanas of his own and
smiloa that are as convincingly banign as
thoea of the sun himseslf. It Is never too
warm and stleky for affection In the
politieal family.

The point Is an arrangement for “pro-
portlonal representation” In the way of
Joba, Tt peams that Vare holds the ward
lendarships by A two to one majority,
The question wns whether Vare waa to
got nll the patronage or whether MaNlehol
wns to get a one-third ahiare, If he did not
got his onethird share thers wore evi-
dently Intimations that there might be a
movement at Harrlsburg to "rip" Mayor
Smith out of ofMee or Impeach the Gov-
ernor., Vare surveyed the future's dire
possibllities and thought Dbetter of any
{dea he may have had of measuring
swords with the Penross Orgnnization in
the Btate,

Thetra I8, of course, tha hint that this
being o prealdential year it {a the time
for all good men to coma to the ald of
their party. "I will do anything I can to
build up the Republican party,” says the
Mayor., Luckily, no matter what steps
to bulld up the Republiean party Mr,
Smith may tnke, the city is sure to go
for Mr. Hughes. No help he could glve
Mr. Hughes would serfously hurt Mr.
Hughes, no more than Mr, Penrose’s moat
ardent efforts with hia Stats Organization
have ever shaken Pennsylvanin’s bellef In
protection and Republleaniam. The fao-
tional leadars have so much majority ple
that they can afford to use pleces of it as
misalles, But thoy reckon without thelr
host If they expect to earry their two to
ona division of spolls to the White House,
Mr., Hughes as Governor gave nample
proof that he is deat to the pleadings of
bosses, and an he did not listen to the
advice of Presldent Roosevelt about ap-
pointments, it is scarcely llkely that he
wlill listen to Penrose or Vare. Where
this petty factlonallsm, which shows Its
head at Washington as well as here and
at Harrlsburg, really hurts the State ia In
proventing the appointment to Federal
officea of Pennsylvanians of the highest
abilities. Too many eminent reputations
that for the sake of party regularity
wear the Penross uniform are (in a num-
ber of cases unjustly) also clad in the
Penross othics, In the view of Republican
Presidents, Occaslonnlly a Knox emerges
from our State organization to recelve
national recognitlon; but that Is an ex-
ception that proves the rule,
Philndalphia’s position ns part of the
fabrie of national politieal life was aptly
defined by Elfhu Root whon as Becretary
of Btate In Roosevelt's Cablnet ho char-
foterined the clty Organimtion that wos
fighting the reformers of 1905 as a com-
bination “masquernding ns Hepublicans."
It {8 possible for the city to throw off
this atigma by aequiring a municipal ¢an-
sclousness distinet from the rest of the
State. A start In that direction could be
made by carrying the present proportional
represantation ldea of the bosses in divid-
ing up the plums according to ward lead-
ershipa to an entirely different phase of
proportional representation. Ward boun-
daries are purely artificial. It is absurd
to eall the north slde of Chestnut street
the 0th Ward and the south slde the
8th. The only purpose these lines sarve
now l¥ to parcel out the shares of activity
axpected from ward leaders. A board
of five well-pald city manngers elected
from the city at large would be one way
of erasing these lines and would concen-
trate the responsibllity of government
upon a few men, A system of minority
representation, through permitting each
voter to vote for only one candidate,
would produce a board of, say, three Or
ganization managers and two Independ.
ents. This would make the protests that
are now voiced by a few I(ndependent
Councllmen appear as shurp divisions in
the board, the publicity glven to protests
of minority officlals who were of equal
rank with the majority officials would be
very great, and decisions on matters of
great moment would not “get by"™ so
eanlly by votes of three to two. The man
with the deciding vote would be under
sharp fre.

The commitiss consldering the revision
of tha munioipal charter waa told yester-
day by Mr, Burnham that every one was
agreed the olty should bave a smaller
Counecll, that cities where the commission
form of government la in force are gov-
erned, aa & rule, by not more than fdve
or seven men, but that this number
would be' too small for & municipality of
this slze. A Council of not “more than
21 mombers would be better, he saild,
with the present Mayor and electad ad-
mintstragive ofeials uudisturbed. He
urged the employment of & city man-
pger “who would have sole charge of all
departments now under the Mayor.” This
is evidently an attempt to compromnise
betweon the present system and the com-
mission form, to separate leglslative from
administrative functions, But in the other
mestings Lthe committes will hold this
summer It will be well if the point ls
wtrongly advanced that “leglslation” In a
oity i a misnomer, being usually fused
with adminlstration, for g oty s not &
Biate—it is rather & corporation in which
the rulers are a board of managers and

Tom Daly’s Column

A HEAT BTROKBD.
The mercury within the plass
Waa sleeling ot mine por,

The day was hot. Ayl by the mam,
My brain wos brolled and seve;
My tonpue toas ke the silly prass
That withered yesteryear, :

But I had work and here must stay
Though bones and gristls melt,

I longed to atrip my flesh away,
And I am far from avelte—

But why go on? ’'Twos yesterday,
And you kaow Aoto that feit!

Well, to my den of toll thera came
A thing in human guise,

A creature whom I ahall not name,
And loid before mine eyes

An anolent bill that, to my shamae,
I owed for home supplies.
L] - - L] L]

I pase upon thot billet-dous,
I mark him where he sits,

Quick Anper's blood-conpeated hue
Across my features flita—

I leap the apace between us 0o
And slay him with my mittal

Ayel! come and take his corpre awoy,
But never mind his soul;

I knowr—ha! hal—where that will say
Until it paya the toll,

For bringing ma on sich a day
My Ml for last year's coall

Deutschland's Deck Passengers

‘WE‘ NOMINATE for deck poaesengers
(chalta and rugs free) on the
Deutachland's return trip:

Michnel Francls Doyle

wW. J. B

Tha Athletics’ Jinx

Colonel Bogle

General Carranan

ot Villa

Humildity 5\
George Bylvester Viereck

"

PSRHAPS our gentle readers might
eare to make a few nominations o
senid "bum voyage” packages contalning
such suitable daintles as parsnips, N, Y,
Camembert cheess, bride biscults, bread
pudding (B. L. T. brand) and such like
Make haste, plense.

EAR Tom—You were speaking the
other day about Albert Ross and his
being the Harold Bell Wright of the early
B0s. I maintaln that I am the BSlias
Wegg of 1816, innsmuch as I am llable
to bust Into song, even In the presence
of Mrs. Boffin, at the slightest provoca-
tlon. Listen:
Things are never so bad dut they might
have been sworse,
And aas Stevenson ascid in hls excellent

verse!

"The world {8 so full of @ number of
things

I'm sure wa ghowld oll be as happy as
kinga.®

And I am as happy cs happy can be,

Thera is 30 much to do and there's so
miuch to ses,

Yet sometimes in ferror I wake (n the
night,

Having dreamed of a novel by Harold
Ball Wright, TAB.

I. M. Daff reports this algn of a large
contract on bth street

WANTED—GIRLS TO BEW BUTTONS
ON THE THIRD FLOOR.

NEW contrib, who signa himself
Blg Bill, wants to know why we don't
run a diary llke F. P. A'a in the N, Y.
Tribune. Well, Big Blll, years ago when
we first began writing Itallan dialect
stuff and the editors cocked up thelr ears
and becams Interested in us, Frank
Adams was the watch-dog who barked at
every imitator who tried to horn In on
our new lead; and—well, you know how
it 1s, Big Blll—we're grateful, that’s all.
Bealdes, wo couldn't do it as well.

CARRANZA TROOTS SEIZE HEARST HANCH
—Headline,

Ah! Now they've gone too far!
VEN If an evening contemporary dld
speak of us last night as "the Untled
S8tates” we may contemplate with equa-
nimity even the worst that may eventunte
upon the first Tucsday of November.
Meantime there's n tableful of books deal-
ing with the lives of the Presidents out-
slde Jerry Cullen's book store on 9th
street, and over the table, In Jerry's own
hand, the slgn:
PRESIDENTS

1.8

The Asst. Funeral Director’'s Holiday

Samusl Ross Van Allman, assistant to
Funeral Direttor T. B, McFarland, and
family of Spruce street are spending the
week among friends at Holaniger Cemetery.
—Altoona paper,

Folk Out o' Focus

This pletured woe
You used to know.
Forgotten now,
aira?
Can't you recall
Those pangs
all?
I'll tell you how,
sirg—!
Live o'er once
maore
The day you wore
Your first long
trousers

at

Our Congrats to the Kaiser
NTICIPATING your cablegram ask-
Ing how we think Captain Koenlg
performed his mission and also what
Uquor would be most appropriate to drink
his health in, we answer both queries (Lo
Esave expense) in one word:
AUSZERORDENT-LICHER,

Our Own Quiz Depariment
ANSWERING QUESTION NO. &
A maw-horn babe ls minus testh,
And stmewhat shy of halr;
To keep these charma ps they appear
Requires endless care

Bo, a8 we age and hear folks tallk
Of Jotions and consolers,

Our longuss are prone to ereop about
Our swiftly passing molars.

If most of you will stop and think
You'll cease this foolish custers,

The teath you wear are cheap, not rare,
Bo go ahead and bust ‘em!

Mrs C Y. FRAZIER.
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“AND YOU'RE NOT ORNAMENTAL, EITHER!"

AN UNSOLVED MURDER MYSTERY

Unsigned Confessions Were Received by the Police in the Dr. W, H.
Wilson Case, but Man Who Sent Poisoned Ale
Was Never Apprehended

“TT'S POISONED! BSave the Dbottle!"
With this ery of terror Dr, Willlam
H. Wilson, a Philadelphla physlcinn, fell
into a convulsion during which, a quarter
of an hour later, he dled In great ngony.
Doctor Wilson i had been enjoying o
very profitable practice. On Tuesday,
June £3, 1908, he recelved by ecxpress a
small wooden box contalning a bottle of
ale, and accompanied by a lettar type-
written upon stationery bearing the hend
of a Philadelphia browing concern. The
latter requested the physician to sample
the product and Inclosed & blunk form
of testimonial for his signature. Doctor
Wilson put the ale in his refrigerator and
went to his bungalow at Cornwells, Pa,,
whers he was In the habit of treating
mome of his wealthlest suburban patients,
Returning home on the night of June 24
he looked about him for a cooling drinlk,
opened the lcebox, notleed the nle and
poured out o glassful, which he pro-
ceaded to drink. But he had no sooner
swillowed the bevernge than he uttered
the anlarm quoted. Analysis disclosed
that the ale had been saturated with
cyanide of potussium, a deadly polson,
now common in our ecriminal annals, but
very little known at that time. The cork
of the bottle had been secured with red
wnx, into which, at elther side of the
neck, had been Impressed a meal benring
the letter 8, Upon the letterhend the
name of the broewery firm was flanked
on either slde by another large B of n
different design, The letter explained
that the bottle was one of o number sent
to physiclans and stated that the brew.
ers would appreciate the doctor's slgnn-
ture to the [nclosed blank. There was
nothing about the package, the bottle or
the letter to excite suspicion, Everything
was neatly prepared and bore evidence
that hundreds of other such samples had
been sent out with Identical letters to
physiciana,

The Mysterious Letter

The following day the Coroner recelved
n Jotter postmarked Bristol, Pa., slgned
“An Injured Husband and Father and
purporting to bs from Doctor Wilson's
murderer. The alleged confesslon stated:
“This letter Is true in every detail, and
it proves I am the person who attended
to this matter, 1 will tell you that the
ale contained evanide of potassium and
there were two seals with the létter capi.
tal 8 on the hottla.”

Pollce and detectivea left no stone un.
turned In thelr search for the eriminal,
The latterhead of the brewery firm was
proved to ba a forgery, and a Philadel.
phia printer, suspected of ths crime, was
arrested but succeeded In proving his in.
nocence. 'The authorities were at thelr
wits® end when there was received at the
Philadelphia office of the Associnted Press
a note written on the same typewriter as

By JOHN ELFRETH WATKINS

that which had produced the letter to the
Coroner, In this communication the
alleged murderer offered to sell r. come
pleto confession of the erlme and glve
the profits to the C.yearold daughter of
Doctor Wilson. But tho detectives, after
futile efforts to trap him, came to regard
this mysterious correspondent ns an in-
nocent person who was honxing them.

A year ufter the crime a newspaper
writer who had been actlive upon the
ocasge recelved In the mall o long com-
munleation slgned, “The Executlioner.,"
It stated:

“l am the person who killed Dr. Wil
llam H. Wilson just one year ago today.
For purpores which you will Iater under-
stand, I have prepared an article upon
the subject for which T wish an audience.
I sanll take the liberty of expressing you
a small box contalning the entire matter
nnd everything pertaining to it thnt I
have."

The Documents in the Case

The box was recelved. It contalned the
“confission,"” coples of letters used in
corresyondence. with  Doctor Wilson's
widow, and certain articles which caused
n commotion at pollee headquarters. One
was o sieel die marked with the Initin]
8 and baring a tag which stated, “Seal
used on .wo impressions on wax senling
Lipttle at neck;” a type Initinl letter 8 of
3d-point -ituyvesant, Inbeled, “The initial
useid on ewh side of the letterhend of the
decoy leth vy several lines of type, set up,
bound tegrther and tagged, "Type used
In printing decoy return blank;" also o
small bit o° wood bearing the Impresslon
of & hammw, Concerning this last the
alleged murlerer wrote: “I send you an
Impression «f the same hammer with
which I nailxd the box contiining the
polsoned ale. The wood is of the same
used In the tox, this merely to prove
nuthenticity.”

When these articles were compared
with those hold In evidencoe by the police
microscople examinution falled to show
any discrepanclcs. The seal exactly ft
the Impression uson the wax, the initinl
B In type bora o nick reproduced upon
the letterhead, pnd the type colncided
exactly with tha used upon the decoy
testimonial; also, he wood hore hammer
prints of tho sare slwe as those upon
the polson packagf.

“Now thia even closes for me o year
of extrmordinary -vents,” wrote the al-
leged murderer. "My grief has been
‘more than words an wield the matter*
- grief ‘that mtces breath poor and
speech unalile'™

The ldentity of he alleged murderer
was never discoveral, and the murder of
Dootor Wilaon remains today a mystery
even blacker than It was at the moment

when he gasped out his dying breath.
fCopuright, )

THE ANDEAN MONUMENT
The high-spirited and long-continued
triondship of Canada and the United Stutes,
which, unenforced by armament and dzpend.
ent upon no armies, has continued for over
a century, may have a paraliel in the lower
eontinent of this bemisphers. Tike Canada
and the United States, Argentina and Chill
have a long boundary. Like them. the two
countries had fears of warfare. Lika them,
they have solved their questions by ami-
cable agreament. Fiftesn years ugo the
two countries wers on tha brink of war
over & matter of some 80,000 square miles
of territory. A comuniasion sat on the
guestion, rendersd decislon and #lneo then
dissrmament has virtuaily ocourred in both
ropublica To symbolize the peace which
had been established & status bas been
srected on the Andes. Tts history follows:
Tha suggestion of Blahop Benavente &s
o tha erection of & statue of Christ at
Puente dal Tnes waas quickly carvied Into
sxocution. As sarly as 1861, on l.h‘. ;n‘m:-

Lhe

non taken from the andent fortress outnide
of theolty, & & »

The base of the status s in granite, On
this # a granite sphers wolghing some 14
tonu, on which the outlines of the waorld
are sketched, resting spon A granite ool-
umnp 22 feat LKigh, The Agura of Christ
above, In hrongs, s 26 Jeet In helght The
cross supported In His left hand in five
feet higher. The right hand Is stretched
out In bleasing Om the graniie base are
two bLronze tablets, ond of them given by
the Warkingmen's Unlen of Buenos Alras,
the other by the Worging Women. One
of them gives the record of the creation
and erection of the stitue; on the other
are lsoribed the words;

“S8ooner shall these mountalne erumble
e dust than Argentnes and Chillany
broak the peace 10 whict they have pledged
themaaives at the feet of Christ the Be-
decmer."”

OR BAGDAD NOW!

The chances ure that Bagdad, eveu in the
days of the caliphs and Alsddin and Al
mihm and the :']ut of Bom, was & dull

wi 88 compared with what Buffalo is
pow—Bultalo Courter. -

OMAHA'S TROUBLES
Raliyvad rate discrimi aguinet o
b myst Imrt‘h tlmnlrn;:;::lu& 0:;-:.

I8 entitied to trestment from every Fallroad

What Do You Know?

Queries of peneral inferost will ba answered
in this column, Ten guestiona, the answers (e
which every well-informed person should Know,
are aaked daily,

QuUIZ
1. What Is th f itlon to_the
I'oadr.rnhi:l 'l'l:'l' t ‘: ‘(‘I’I"I‘“‘I:Ir:ln ! ::m: lor?

2, Explaln the term *“‘Orangemen.'*
4 What event In eelebrated on July 147

& What Is th T ers In
l"-"uﬁr!nlll‘in,“:'ru of mus' to conatim

+ What Is meant by a “gondela’’ In rallroad
nrlnnee?

« What is meant by “relative humidity*'?
+ Who wrote “The Divine Comedy"'?

. In what f s Lol aes the story of d-
Wi nm?rm'- 'm:srlg : an:n mw'm'.:’r Al

. Whitt Is menant by “"Rillingsgnte'*?
. What Is meant by *isolating’ a gorm?

S8 Zuas O

Answers to Yesterday's Quiz

The “niteates’" thut are so frequently
tloneyl In the news at this time nre riﬁl:!?;
used for explosives and fertlilzers.,

2. The Conventlon Hall is to stand nt Sist

steeet nnd the l'arkwui.-.

o "Moonshipers's men who Wieltly  distll

wehiluky.
The sash of n window s that part which
mtves ap and down In the grooves,

Prouf splelt: o mixture of equal parts (b
welght) of aleahol nnd waler, When it
how more mleohol than water It In
ronf'y when less, “‘under proef.*

« A prhmin facle ease Is one which without

minute examinatian seems plausible and
carrect,

, aver

 To mask n fleet Is ta lock it up se that

It cannot put te seas.,

8. The “lren Duke': The great Dok of Well-
ington.

9. No_Uerman Emperor hos officinlly visited
Franee slnce the Franco- rup-l-n War,

Lut It Is underst thiat the halser made

several incognitn trips to Puaris before t

resent war broke eut. Rinee the war

an several times vislted German ;mlo

guarters Iin France,

10, Jolin Barleyeorn: @ personifientlon of mall
Hquor, M

Monuments in the Park

Editor of “What Da You Know'"—Please
give u Hst of some monuments and monu-
mental features In Falrmount Park.

P. B
The Wanhington group, Greon stroet one.
trance ; Lincoln Monument, Lomon FITit:
Mortonn  MuMichael, Lemon HIIl; Rohert

Burns pgroup, East Hiver Drive near boat-

hauses; Garfield, East River Drive below
Glrard: avenue; Joan of Are, east ond of
Glrard avenue bridge: Grant equestrian

monument, Fast River Drive ahove Glrard
avenue bridge; John Welah memorial, on
rita of the mein building of the Centennial
Fxhibition; Civil War memorial, Centenninl
Coneourse; Anthony Drexel, Lansdowne
DPrive; Genornl BJMende equestrian monn-
ment, Lanosdowne Drive: Soldler ot the Civil
Wiar, near (George's HIll; Catholic foun.
taln, west of Belmont Drive, Columbus
atutue, Belmont Drive; “Religloua Liberty,”
Horticultural Hall; German  monuments,
Hortlculturnl Hall: 85th Regiment, Penn-
gyivania Volunteers, camp site, Falls of
Scehuylkiil,

Age of Animals

Editor of "What Do Yon Kuow"—Can
you recall for me an old vorse which com-
pares the ages of anlmals ; something about
threa times the age of 4 dog v that of »
horse? ALK

You veltie
rhyma, Is ns
follows:

Thrice the age of 4 dog Is that of a horsa;

Thrics the age of & horse s that aof & man;

Thrice the nge of & man ia that of & deer;

Thrice the age of o deer s that of an cagle.

rafer. 1o the old
maodern English,

probably
which, In

Agony Column

G, F. C—By the “agony column" |z
meant that part of » newspaper containing
gdvertisements for missing relutives and
friends, appeals for reconcillations, ete.

African States

R. B.—Tha Unlon of S8outh Africa ls com-
posed of the Cape Provinee, Natal, Trans-
vial and Orange Free State,

The Bourgeoisie

Editor of “What Do You Know'—Will
you ploase tell me what bourgeols and bou-
goolsie moean? Can such terms be npplied
to the proletarint? R T

They caunot be appled to what s some:
limens called the proletariat. The terms can
hurdiy ba applied to any class In America,
and the application of them to all persons
who are not of gentle munners is absurd,
The bourgeciéie in France meant the mer
chantz, punufacturers and mastertrades
men: in Epgland the term (8 sometlmes ap-
plied to the great middle clusse When the
word bourgeuls s ussd by Socialist and
Ansrchist writers und speakers in this coun-
try it is usually contempiluously descriptive
of ‘wealthy men's conservatiom against
which the proletariat is supposed o bg pro-
testing.  “"Hourgweols deas™ are, aﬂmnﬁ
to the usage of Lhe Dest authora, Mun':.l‘
utiitariunlam. invelving lguorant suspicions
of the arts and Puritanisam.

New York City to Buifale

Editer of "“"What Do You Ewew"—Can
ol tell me If therg i o posalble way that
run.nfmmﬁutoﬂsduunmw
troljley UneT (2 there i& such a
. tull me how usnd

RUINED SEERS
OF BANKRUPTCY

Prophets of Evil Times Have
Turned Out Evil Prophets
of the World's
Decline

alibert K. Chestarton, the English
writer, once wrote that the favorite In-
door and outdoor aport of the world was
"fooling the propheta” The game I8
childishly simpls and Ia played by twe
charnctors—humanity and the prophets
The human mce aits jdle while the
prophets foretell what the world s going
te do.. Then humanity goea and does the
exact opposite. It Is Very exhilarating
and can be recommendod for evary occs
sion, from a wsurprise party (which I8
really 18) to a church soclible,

The Inner joke of the game la that
thers are alwnys two sets of prophots,
defining diametrleally opposite planas, so
that the world really has to follow one
of them, or both of them part way. One
thinks of this in connecelon with prophe=
cles of what Is coming after the was
The ablest of English economists, riane
cls W. Hirat, whose analyres and predics
tlona have dellghted readers of the
Bvexivg LEpoer these many monthas,
haa just resigned as editor of the London
Eeonomiat, and In a sort of valedictory
hos foretold disnster and ruin for Earops
If the war doesa not soon end. The great
nations, he fears, will be bankrupt. Whils
It Ia true that others have held the oppo-
Bita view, Mr. Hirst's background de-
serves study. He 18 an economist, and he
8 appalled by the tarrible figure of Fng-
land's debt. At the end of thix year, at
the present rate, England’'s nationnl debt
will nmount to §13,000,000,000, and besides
these thirteen there will be four more
Biltlons which have been lent to her Al-

les, It |8 useless to try to understand
thesn flgures. ILet us take them for
granted,

It is o little too ensy to say that this
war It so unprecedented In magnituds
that comparisons are ridiculous, Lat
those who feel this consult n most en-
gaglng chapter In Macaulay's “"History of
England," from which the following is
summarized:

The natlonal debt, says Macaulay, has
bocome the greatest prodigy that cver
perplexed the eagaclty and confounded
the pride of stntesmen and philosophera.
When the Pence of Utrecht was con-
cluded In 1713 England owed $200,000,000,
about 16 per cent, of Its present debt, and
that Incumbrance was consldered by pro-
found thinkers ns o permanent crippling
of the body politie, Unhapplly for them,
England prospered. At 400 million the
case wns pronounced desperate,  Aftor
the wara under the elder Pitt, with a
debt of 700 milllon dellars, David Hume
declared that England’s madness had ex-
ceeded the madness of the Crusaders,
It was all over. Better to have becen cons
querced by Prussia and Austrin, ho cried,
than to be enddled with such an enormity
of debt., Macnulny then mentions Adam
Smith, whosoe exnct words are worth in-
eerting here, "“The progress of thoe enor-
mous debts which at present oppress and
will in the long run probably ruin all the
groat nations of Europe has been pretty
uniform.”" TFor n hundred years that
prediction has been as antiquated ns the
long “s'a" used In lta printing.

In 1708, says nnother historian, the
“staggering  burden” of n twa-billlon-
dollnr debt was the determining factor In
peace negotintions. Earller, George
Grenville tried to relleve Eogland's debt
by putting a part of it on the American
Colonles, causing a war which rolled up
the Indebtedness still higher, After the
Napoleonle wars Englund was done fors
ever—her finest statesmen ' and econo-
mists were sure of it, for England owed
over four billlon dollars, Yet i the next
contury England prospered beybond all
earthly expectation., A sum excheding
the entire delit at the end of the /\merl-
can wars was willlngly expended op Ine
ternal Improvement and taxation at‘t&nilr
became lighter., Mentloning these nm.‘gn.
Macaulay indieates that thero is o di'f-
ference between personnl debt and whaty
He ends with this
prophecy:

A long experience justifies us in be-
llaving that England may. in the twen-
tieth century. be better mble to bear a
debt of £4,.600,000,000 than she i at the
present time to bear her present joad.
But, be this as it may, those who so
confidently predicted that she must
sink, first under a debt of 50 milllons,
then under a debt of B0 milllons, then
under o debt of 140 milllons, then un-
der n debt of 240 milllons, and lastly
under 0 debt of 800 milllons, were be=
yond doubt, under n tworlold mistake,
They greatly overrated the presaure of
the burden; they greatly underrated
the strength by which the burden was
to be borne,

A hundred Instances might be mens
tlonad for every one referred to above,
and the depths of decline, the demnition
bow-wows predicted would make amusing
reading. But there !s meat for n long
meal of thought In Macaulny's last wordas,
It may be that we do not overrate the
burden of the present time when we add
in Germany's debt, and France's, and that
of all the other unhappy belligerenta,
All that money has gone Into destruction,
Nothing has been made, nothing bullt, by
a sum too powerful for morial Imaging.
tion. Money has, indeed, gone Igto clrows
latton. Certaln classes have bacome worw
derfully rich and a new creditor nation,
the United States, has coma to share with
England. It may be that the bankruptoy
now predicted may not come for & hune
dred years. It may be that the burden
of taxation will prove too heavy to be
borne, But bestweon Macaulsy and Hirst
one of tha two prophels must ba fooled.
It is In the second part of Macaulay's
phrase that hope for the world really lies
The strength by which the burdens of the
world have been borne ls only & fesble
promlse of the strength which the world
can develop, It s & pity, to be sure, that
it should be for war and destruction, not
for happiness and creation, that the world
should pay it heaviest debt. But out of
chaos creation may come. And the world
van still square Its shoulders of falth te
pay the debt. What has been destroyed

m‘-muummm«.mw
yeurs France paid an |§dems

billien dellara and fAourisheyl

bay only to pay an Indems

Thers s
ity to Buf

a soclety owes In groat part to itself, \
extraordinary Y|

to maka thelr work over agaln. In twe |

e SOGReE,

g

-




