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siarlit heavens,

1 His denth occurred npon n
‘ outstretehed above his el toward (he edge of the biafy.
|
' l
|
CHAPTER 1
In the Mountains
AM overy old man; how old, | do not
Know, Tossibly 1 owe s bvindeasd, poss
sy more: bt | cannot tall, becnuae |
i huve never oged ne other o nor do 1
! remémber my childbood, =g far as | cian
recollect, I Jiave alwave been o omnn, @
! man of about 30 I appear todny am [
did 40 yenrs and more o, wnil yet 1 feel
‘. » that I cannot gn o Lving forever, thit
5 some day 1 shall die the res! death from
which there is no return
I do not Know why | should fear death

- 1 who have died twice and am still alive
. yet I have the same horror of It ns you
who hatve never dieill, fand it = bechuses of
thia terrvor of death, | bhelleve, thist 1 am
' Ho gonvinced of my morntalits
L'bave never told this story, nor shadl
. g see this manuseript vt wfer T have
pagsed over for clornits
A I know that the avernge mind will not
Lelleve whant It connot geasp, and T do not
purpose being plloried by the publie, the
pulpit and the press and held up ws o
iinr, when T wm but telling the simple
truths, which some day selines will sul-
stantinte.
Aly name is John Carter
At the close of the Civil War 1 found

mysell possessed of several hundreed thou-
siand dollars, Confederate, and a captain's
commisgion in the eavaley arm of an army
which no longer existed ; the gervant of a
cause which had vanished

Masterless, penniless and with my only
means of livelilhood—fighting—gone, 1 de-
teimined to work my to the
west llllf! ll“f‘l]lﬂl o rotrieve
fortunes in o wearch for gold

I spent

Way SHouth-

my fallen

noarly s deur proapecting in
company with anather Confederate officer,
Captiin Jamea 1€ Powell, of Richmond
Wa were extremely fortunate, mus, Inte in
the winter of 1E686-1868, nfter many hard-
ships and privations, we |[ocated the most
remariable gold-bearing quartz tein thoat
out wildest dreams had ever pletured,

Qur equipment being crude, we deocided
that one of ux must refurn to eivilization,
purchase the necexsary machinery and re-
turn with & sufficient fored of men prop-
erly to work the mine.
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Captain Carler’s strange story
personnlity are not onl of place,
At the time of his demise, John Carter was & man of uncertain age and
vast experiences, honorable and abounding with frie fellowship,
L ogood two Inches over six feel, was broad of shonlder and narrow of hip, with
| the enrringe of the teadned Nghting man,
| cut, his eyes «teel gray, reflecting n steong and losn! character,

winter's

a few words concerning this |

He stood

His fentures were regular and olesr-

He wuas

He had enlistesd at the outhreak of (he war,
| fonght through the four years, nnd had been honorably dischnrged,
i more than & decade e was gone from the sight of Lis fellows,
|

Then for
Wihen hie e

turned he had changed, there was a Kind of wistfo! longing and hopeless
misery in his eyes, and he wonld it for hours nt night, staving up into the

night,  Me wan discoverad by the

walchmnn of his little place on the Hadson, full length in the soow, lils arms

Deaih had come ta

him upon the spot where curlous villagers hnd so often, on other nights, seen
him standing rigide<his nrms radeed in supplication to the skies,

~Filitor's Note,

my re tnid Was charging down
the vntire ariny of warriore. shooting aml
whooping o the tap of iy Tinits

Singleshandid, 1 could not bave piit
daed hetter tactics, for the red men, con-
vin by mudden surpeise that not  less
thin n Fegiment of regulpes wasd Gpogy
them, turned and’ fled In svery direction
for their bows, arrows and rifex

Under the elenr rays of the Arizonn
moon Iny Powell, hig hody Tairly bristling
with the hostile arrows of the briaves

He was olrendy dead surely: vet |
would hnve sayved hig boaly from mutiin- *
tion at the of the Apaches an
auickly on | hpve =aved the man
himself from death

HRiding clode to him | reched from the X
siddle. and grasping his earveridge-belt, *
drew bl up pove the withers of m)
tnotint

To retarn by the way L had come swould
_i..n-v beetr thore hazardous than to fon
| tinue  across the platen, . putting
FPIEE Lo any poor beast, | made o dash
for the opening to the pase which 1
ould distingnish on the for sile of U

| \ Powell was familiar with the country
o ng well as with the mechanlyal requives
. fments of mining, uwnd wo determined that
he should make the trip, whitle T held down
o elnim It baing Jumpetd by some
A wandering prospector
F On March 3, 1866, Powel]l and 1 pacieed |
hig provisionn on: two of our burrog. and,
[ bldding me good-by, he mounted his horne
2 und started down the mountaln shde to-
L ward the valley. noross which led the frst
I8 stage of hin Journey,
| The morning. ltke nearly il Arizona
J mornlngs, wias <lear and beautifol I
T sould-gee him and his Httle pack animals
‘l ing their way down toward the valley,
E‘ nn for liours T would catch oceasionsl
! glimpses of them as they topped a “hog-
baek or came out upon o level plateay

My lust sight of them was about 4 In
the afternoon, ns thay entered the shadows
of the range on the opporlte side of the
valley.

Same half hour later | happened (o
glance casunlly acress the yalley and was
much surprised to note three Tittle dow in
about the same place T had last seen
Pawell and his two pack anlimils

I mm not given to nevdiedss \\HII\‘IUg‘
but the more 1 tried to convinee myself

| that nll was well with Powell, and that

\ the dots 1 had seen on Wik trajl were ante-

Wl A lopes or wild horses, the less | was able
« Lo assure myself

Hince we had enterdd the territory we

had not seen a hontile Indian, nod we had,
therefors, hecome ea  pid were wont
to ridicule the storles of the great
bers of these viclous murauvders that
Luunted their trails, taking thelr toll in
liver and torture every white party
which fell into their merciless clutehes
Finally, however, I could not longer #n-

dir'e the suspense, and, arming myself
with my two réevaivers and a ecarbine, 1
strappod  two belts of cartridges about

me, and, catching my horse, started down
the trail

1 followed rapidly until, darkness shuc-
ting down, [ was foreed to awasit the ris-
ing of the moon, wrul given usn apportunity
to speculate on the question of the w Isdom
of my chase,

About 9 o'vlock the monn nuf-
ficlently bright for me to progeed, und 1
had no diffculty in following the trall
wiitll about midnight 1 reached the water
hole where Powell had expecied to camp
1 came upon the spol unexpectediy, fAnd-
ing it entively deserted, with no signs of
haying been recently ocoupied

§ noted that the tracks of the pursulpg
horseinen, for such I was convinced they
uust be, continued after Powell with only
‘s brisf stop ot the hole for waler, and ul-
w at the saine rate of speed as his

wis positive now that thi trailers

wWan

wi Apaches and that they wishypd to
) | oapture FPowell alive for the MHendish
4 " of the torture, so I urged iy

L]
[mhnw. hoping sgalnst hope that I
{wonld eatch up with the red rascals be-
fore they attacked hlm.

! r speculation wus suddenly cut
ahort by the fuint report of two shots far
ahead of me. 1 knew that Powell would

|nsed me now, if ever, und I spurred my
o his utmest up the narrow tradl

T had forged ahesd for perhaps & mile

‘or more without hearing further sounds,

whem the trail suddenly debouchad onto &

small, open platesu near the summit of

“'zmlwd through & narrow, over-
haERing gorge just before entering upon
3 |, and Lhe sight which mot my

‘wyes Giled me with cousternation and dis-

Httle streleh of level land wae whilte
gih Indian tepess, and there were prob-
ity balf & thousand red warriors clus-
3 round some objecl Near the centire of
op, Thelr attentlon was so wholly
§ 1o this point of Interest that they

num- 4

|
|

tiuhlEland

The todians usd by this time discovered
the puny numeri strength of the
cuing regimoent, and I wan Heing showorey
with imprecationy, arcows and ritfte balls

The foct that it s difteult to aim
tlilng  but lnprecations accurately
moonlight, that they were upset by the
sudden and unexpected monner of my ud
vont, and that | was a rather rapidiy
moving target saved me from the various
deadly peojectiles of the enemy and per-

any

mitted mwe to reénch the wdows of the
surrounding pealks bef mn arderiy pur
sult_vould be organiged

My horso wuw virtualiy un
g ke i b kenew that 1 had probably less
Enowledge of the exact atlon of the
trall to the s than nnd thus it
happened that he enters deflle which |
led to the summit of the range and not |
to the pass which 1 had hoped would |
cirry me to the volley and to safety,

My frst knowledge that | was on the |
wrong tradl eame when 1 heard the yells

I the saviages suddenly grow falnter nmd

far to my left. | knew then that they had
passed 1o the lefr of the Ingged ro fur-
tintion ot the odpge of the platen, to
right of wileh my horse had bhorne me
pod the bods of PPowell

I drew rein on o litle level promontory
overlooking the trall below and to sy lefi,
amd snw my pursners disappearing round
the point of a nelghboring peak

I knvew the Indiang wonld soan discover
that they were on the wrong trall, and
hnt the seusch for me would be re.
newed i the pight direction os fooh as
thay located miyv traclk

I pushed phend. howevor, for ||--rhi\|l.'-i

a hundred
the right
lnrge
leet
and
it

Var
hre

a sharp turn to

to the mouth of a
vave 1k was about four

In hivight and three to four feeotr wide,

at this opening the trail ended

with now morning, and, with the ous- |
ry lack of divwn—which Is a siartling

acteristic of Arigonn—It had beécome |
daylight simost without warning.
Dismounting, U laid Powell upon the
ground ; but the most palnstaking sxani-
ination falled to reveal the falntest spark
of lfe. 1 Toreed wa fr my canleen
bt wing cold Hips, bathed his fuce and
rubbad Wik bands, working over him con-

the

tinuelsly for better part of an hour

in the face of the fact that | knew him 10
b dead,

I was very fond of Pawsll; he was »
thorough sy every respect ;| u polighed
gentlenan, u b ound true friend, and |
it was with deepest grief that 1 finally
BANVD up

Leaving the body where it lay on the
ledge, | vrept into the cave to reconnol-
ti'

I fouhd a large chamber, possibly
hundrad feet in diometer. sud 30 or 40
feet In helght: a smooth and well-worn
floor and many other evidences that the
cave had at ramota  period  been
inhubited The back of the cave was Bo

iogt in dense shadow that
tingulsh whether there w
other apartiments or nol

As 1 was continging my axamination I
commenced o feal a pléensant drowsiness
creeping over me, which 1 attributed to
the fatigus of my long and strenuous ride
and the reactlon from the excltement of
the Hght and the pursuit

I felt comparntively safe (n my presant

1 could not dis-
re openings into

 fourth

'y friend, which luy just within my rang

along the Httle ledge which led o my ¢
Hying tomb
1 remomtber that [ hoped they would

mnke ahort work of me, as 1 did not par- |

tieularly reil the thought of the inng-
merable thingy they might do to mie if the
gpirit prompted them.

I hnd not long to wait before o stealthy
nound upprised me of thelr nearnosa,
and then o war-bonneted, paint-stronlied,
face was thrust cautlously around the
clE and shvage eves looked Into mine,

The fellow, Instond of ppprooching.
meraly stood and stnred ; his eyes bulged
and his Juw dropped And then another
Bavage face anppear and a third and

and Afth, draning their necks over
of their fellows whom they

.

the whoulders

could o wpan the narrow silige
Kach face 3 the pleture of awe and
feny
Suddenly a low but distinel morning
sound Iested from Lhe  relopses the
cave behind e, and ns 0 von il the
ears of the Indinns they tarned and Aml
i lerror
) ound which had frightened them
ol ropedted, but it il been suffi-

clent as It was to start me miating on
the thing that lurked iIn the shadows at
my back

I8 o relative term, and so 1 can

tions of danger and by those |
| passed through sinee; but 1 can say
shime that if the sensations | en-
sl during the next few minutes were
:ar, then mny Heaven halp the coward.
for cownrdice I of a surety ita own pun-
tlimont
To be held parnlyred, with one's back
toward a horrible, unknown danger from
wlileh the ferocious Apache warriors
turned in wild stampode !
Heveral times T thought T bheard faint
gounds behind me ad of =omiebody rmovs

Ing cautiously, but eventually even these
ceased, and | was left to the contempiation
my witlon. T could but vaguely con-
jecture the cause of my paralysis and
ey ondy hope lay in that It night pass off
ap suddenly as it had fallen upon ms

Lato In the nfternoon my horse, whioch
had been standing with dragging rein be-
| fore tha s, started slowly down the
| tratl, evidently in search of food amd
| water, and | was left alone with my un-
known vompanion und the dead body of

{af vislon upon the ledge where 1 had
plineed It in the varly morning
From then until posslbls midnight all
wis silenee, the silence of Lhe dand
Than suddenly the awful moan of the

morning hroke upon my startisd ears, and
there came again froun the black shadows
the sound of 2 moving thing and s faint

location, us | knew that one man could | e ling as of dend leaves The shiek
dofend the trall to the cave against an | 1o wmy alrendy overstrained nervous sys
nrmy tem was terrible in the ext @, and with
I soon became so drowsy that | could | 4 wyperbumuan effort | steove to break
St iy resist the strong desire to throw my awful bonds,
lf an the floor of the cave for n few Iy was an effort of the mind. of the
maments’ rest, but I Knew that this would | will. of the nerves: not museular. for 1
pever do, ns It would mean certain dealh | could uol move eveln so much ue my litle
at the handa of my red rriends, who | inger, but pone the less mighty for al
might be upon me at any moment that
With an effort | started toward the Something gave—thire wis i momentary

opening of the cuve, only to reel drunkenly
agalngt a side wall, and from there slip
upon the Aoor

CHAPTER II
Across the Void

SENSH of delivious dreaminess over-
A.camr me, my muscles relyxed snd 1
was on the point of giving away to my
degive o mleap gghien the sound of ap- |
proaching borses renched my ears

1 attampled o spring to my feet, but
was horrifled to discover that my musclss

refused to respond o my will I was
now thorvoughly awake, as though turned
to slote. |

It was then, for the MArst thame, thet™l

poticed o elight vapor filing the cave It
was extremely tenuous and only noticeable
suninst the opening, which led o dauy-
light There also came Lo my. nostrils a
failully pungent odor, and 1 could ouly
asawme that 1 hiad been uvercome by cine
polsonous gas. but why I should retain my
mehial fucuities and yeot be usable to
mova 1 could not fathom.

I lay fac the of the cave,
and 1 weo Lhe stroteh of wall

t

feeling of nausea, a sharp click as of the
snapping of & stesl wire, and 1 stood with
my back agalnst the wull of the cave fug-
Ing my unknown foe

The moonlight Avoded the cave—and
there bhafore me lay my own body as it had
besn lylng all those hours, with the eyes
staring toward the open ledge and the
haunds resting limply upen the ground

I lkoked Hrst ot my lUfeless olay there
upan the foor of the cave, and then down
at wyself In utter bowilderment ; for there

1 lay clothed, und yel here 1 stood, but
naked an at the minute of my birth

The trapsition had been so sudden and
w0 unexpectod that It loft me for a mo-
ment forgetful of aught elie than my
strange metamorphosle,

My frst thought was Is this then
deathi? Have I indeed, passed over for-
ever into that other life?

But | could not well belleve this, as §

could feel my heart pounding agulnst my
riba froin the exertion of my elforts to re-
leass wysel! from the anesthesla which
had bheld me

| Ness

Frawny

und beneath this wers sevaral hun-
linrge round  and
white were nently uniform
heing wbout two And & Half feet In

dred

MWy

cun, petfectly
They
i mixe
dinmetoer
Five or #ix had alfeady hatohed, and
e grotewque earicatures which =at Hlink.
In the sunlight
to douht my sanity
They meatly head little
fongg noecks and six legs,
afierwnard two legn and
an
could

ing wern enough to cause

e

seemed

bves lon

with

or, am | lenrned,

twin nriis, with intormedinry paly of

b which e used at will elther

nE grms or legs=
Thelr oy

of the(r

ue wers set nt the exireme sides
triflée above Lheé centra,
il protruded In such A manner that they
olild be diredted sither forward or back
uso Independently of ench other, thus
thia animal lack In
uny direction, or in tweo directions at once,
without the necespity of turning hin head
The sllghtly above
. ey togolher, wera mmall
perhaped antennne, proteuding not more
than an Inch on these young specimaens
Thelr noses wers but longitudinnl siits
fentre of thelr faces, midway be-
their mouths and ears

There was no hair on thelr bodies, which
ware of a very light vellowish-green color.
In the adults, as 1 was to learn quite soon,
thin color deepens to an ollve green, and Is
the than in the foemile

hendw, a

i

parmitting quest 1o

dira, which' were

and elodey

in the

twaen

darker In minlo

| Further, the heads of the ndulte are not

o omt of proportion te thelr bodies as s
true of the young

The ivis of the eyvea |n blood-red, as In

albinoe, while the pupll s dark, ‘The
eyebtmil {tself is very white, as are the
tently

Thete latter add a most ferocious ap-

pearance to an otherwise fearsome and
torrible countenance, as the lower tusks
curte upward to sharp points, which end
phout where the eyves of sarthy humans
locnted. The whiteness of the teeth

nra

1 looked first at my lifeless clay there upon the floor of the cave, and then down at myself in utter be.
wilderment; for there 1 lay clothed, and yet here 1 stood, but naked as at the minute of my birth.

no desire to fes the unseen thing whileh

mennesd me

Ay revolvers were strapped to my

les hody which, for smme anfitho

reason, | could not britg mysslf to touch
' My earbine wis in [ta boot, strapped to
my saddie, and as my horse had wderad

off | was left without mpans o

My only altermative seomed to He In
flight, and my declslon was orystalllzsd
by a recurrence of the rustling sound
from the thing which now aéaned, In the
doarkness of the cave and to m fintarted

Imaginution, to be creeping stealthlly upon

me.

Unabile longer ta resist the temptution
to escape this horeible ploace, 1 leaped
quickly through the opening Into the star
light of a clear Arizona night

The crisp, fresh mountain alr outside
the cave acted as an immedinte tonie, nud
I felt new lfe and new coyroge coursing
through me Puusing upaon the brink of
the iedge, 1 upbraided myself for wi

now sedmed to me wholly unwirrinted a
prehension

I reakondd to myself that § bad lals
helplesa fop ¢ hours within the ey
yet nuthing maolestod e aid iy
belt judgmont, when permitted the di-
reciion of ¢lear and logical reasoning, cot-
vinesd me that the polses | had heard
must have resulted from purely natural
! and harmless causes; probably the oons
formation of the cave wa wch that a
| slight breese had caused the sounds |
heard

I decided to investigute, but Gret 1 e
my head to (il my ungs ith W purs
invigorating night alr of the m thinic

As 1 did 80 | saw strotching far below
me the beautiful vista of recky gorge and
level, cactus-studded fat, wrought by the
moonlight inte a miracle of soft splendor

Nothing & more Inspiring than Lthe
| basuties of an Arigons moonlight land-

i tha sgilvered mountaine o the diss
the strange lights and shidows

' upon

My breath was coming in |

guick, ahort gasps ; oold sweat stood out |

from every pore of wy body, and the au-
clett expertiment of pinching revealed Lhe
fact that [ was anything otber Lhan &

" waa | siddsnly recalled o my i
sSurre 'm by A
the welrd moan from the llah of the

RN and wuasmed aa & was, | bad

1 e e L 1

‘hog back"™ and arroyo
As 1 stood thus medinting | turned iy
gige from the landscape to the heavens

where the myried stars formed a4 gorgeous

and ftting canopy fur the wonders of the
earthly scene

My attention was quickly riveted | i
large red slar close o the distant hocizon

As | gased upon Ik 1 left & spell of over-
powering fasaingtions,

it was Marg, the god of war;
me the Ngbting-men. 1t had slwayn
the powes of irresistible enchantment

Au | gaeed at it on that far-gone night
it seemed to call across the unthinkabis
void | to lure e 40 I 0 draw mi 2s the
lodestone witructs o partiole of lron

My longing was beyond the power of
oppoEttivi

1 closed my éyes. strotched OUt iy arma
toward the god of my vocation and fuit
myself drawn with the suddeuness of
thought through the trachkless Lnwmenaity
of space.

Thets wasd an insmant of exirema oukd
aud uiter dpikpesa and then | onaked mj
eFes Wraga stiaige aud welnd

and for
Leld

CHAPTER 111
On a Strange Planel

| KNEW that 1 was on Mure: not onge
| I il L oguention alther m) ANty or my
witKefulne I was not asleep, no need
hing hen my inner consclounness
na plainiy that T was upon Moars
onpcious mind tells you that you
pon earth You do not question the
I
I prone upon & bed
: viegetation which
n wll dirdetiona oy
I seemod to bo Iying
i owircular bastn, along the outer
f which 1 coulil distinguish the ir-
itles of low hill
| It wias middas th shining
full upan me il the b it was rather
intun upson fuy body, v » grealer than
would bave beon true un imilar con-
ditions on an Arizonn  desert
apiel 1 e were wlight sutcropplings
of guartz-bearing rock which tened In
the mligh to my it peer-
T 14 ¥ winlled
s e in
o 1 winl no ot her ve ol than
th In eviden nd o I wiiw
i u ¢ o it 1 determined
o loring
ging 1 my fewt I reciived my
first Ma N Rurprd fur the irt, which
n would have brought ma &t -
] 1 Li, garmied mw y th alnr n

wir res Yuaris
I & und, how-
& h whioel or ar

SOW ST I & nevi af evolutions
which even then deented Judier n the
XL found that [ m darn o
walk ull over agaln, as the muscuiar ox-
ertion which carried me eoastly and sa faly
upon earth pliayed sirange antlcs with |[
Bhe pan T

instead { progredsing o & =ane and
dignified manher, my walk
T i In B variety Lk
i ar of the vouple et
at «ivh mi sprawiing
ugsan 1 the end of each

perfectly attuned and ae-

P o the force of gra ¥ Ol wirth
plas mischicf with e plteampting
fur thi tine to cope with the lesser
gravitation wnd lower Qlr pressure on
Murs A _

| was determined. however, 0o explore
the low Eructury which wis the only
evidence of habitation in sight, and so 1

hit upon the unigue plap of revarting to
first principles i jocomelion, crewvping  §
dld fairiy well at this, and In & few mo-
ments bad reachad the low, encirellng wall
of the Inclosure
"Phere appeared to be Bo door or wine
dows upon the side oewrest me;. but. aa
the wall was but about four feet high, I
cautiously guined my foet and peered over
the Wwp upon the strangest sight it had |
svier byen Kiven me (o wee i
B el of the jichosdre wasd uﬂl
plass bpout four or flve ol 10 4
! I

Ly L. =i

| wide of hia mount

In not that of tvory, but of the snowiest
vl most gleaming of china.

Aganinat the dark background of their
olive sking thelr tusks stand out In a most
gtriking manner, making thess weapons
prosent o dingularly formidable appear-
Imnce

Alost of these details T noted later. for 1
was given but little time to speculuate on
the wonders of my new discovery,

1 had ween that the eggs were in prooess
of hatching, and as 1 stood watching the
hideous little monstera break from thelr
s 1 falled to pote the approach of a
score of full-grown Martians from behind
me

Coming, as they did. over the soft and
anunllens moea, which covers virtually
the entire surface of Mars, with the ox-
coptivnn of the frosen orens Bt the poles
and the senttared cultivated districis, they
might have captured me easily, bhut their
pitentlons were far mote sinlgter

It was the rattling of the acesuterments
of the foremomt warrior which warned me

On sucls & Hitle thing my life hung that

I often marvel that | escaped so easlly
Huad not the rifte of the lsader of that
rescte party swung from Its fastenings Le-

saddle In such o way ns to strike
the bttt of his great metal-shod
uld have been snuffed out
r knowing that death was near

aout ev

e

Hut the lite sound caused me to turn
and theres, upon me, not 10 feet from my
bireast, was the peint of that huge spear,

u spear 40 feet long, tipped with gleaming
metil, and held low at the side of &
mounted replica of the Httle fends [ hasl
witehilng

But how puny and harmless they now
looked besde this huge and terrifie In-
carnation of hate, of vengeance and of
death. Thoe man himself, for such I may
call him, was fully 186 feat in helght, and,
on earth, would have walghed some 400
posnds

He sat his mount a8 we sil & horse,
Erusping the animal's barrel with his I.ow_nr
ey, while the hands of his two right
arma held his Immense spear low at the
his two lefl arms ware
outstretched laterally to help preserve his
bulancs, the thing bhe rede having neither
bridle nor reins of any description for
guldance

Apd bls mount | How can sarthly words
deseribe It!

it towered 10 feet st the shoulder. had
four legs on elther gide, o broad, fAat tall,
larger &t the tip than &t the rool, wihilch
it beld straight vut bebind while running ;
a guping mouth, which split its head Crom
s sueut to its long, massive pecl.

Like i1 master, it was entirely dewoid
of bair. but was of & dark-slate color, and
excesding smooth snd glossy. Its bally
was white, and its legs shaded from the
alate of ita shoulders and hips to & wivid
yellow at the feel.

The feet themaslves werv haavUy £
ded und nailless. which fest had
-

w the nolsclossnces &f Lhalr

B comunon with & mull-

|

plicity of legn I8 n characteristic featiire
of the faunn of Mars. The highest type
of man and one ather animil, the anly
anlmal exigting on Mars, alone have well-
formed nails, and thers are absolutely no
hoofed animals In existence thers,

Behind this first charging demon Uralled
1% othars, aimilar in all respects, but, &8
I learned lator, benring Individoal eharags
teristice pecullnr to themesives, precisely
RrE no two of us are ldentieal, although
we are all cast in a aimilar mold,

This ploture, or rather materinlized
nightmare, which T have dsscribed at
letigth, made bul one terrible and swih
impression on ma a8 1 turnad to meet §&

Urinrmed and naked as [ was, ths first
law of naturs manifestad (Laalf In the anly
posaible solution of my Immediate problem,
and that was to get out of the vicinity of
the point of tha charging spear,

Consequently, 1 gave a vary earthly and
at the same time superbuman leap to
rescl the top of the Martian inoubator,
for such I had determined It must be.

My effort was crowned with a siccess
which appalied me no less than It seamad
to surprise the Martian warrlors, for It
carrfed me fully 30 feet fnto the alr and
landed me a hundred feet from my pur-
suern, and on Lthe opposite aide of the In-
clogure

I alighted upon the soft moss sasily and

withoul mishap, and turning, saw my ene-
mtes liried up along the further wall,

Same wers surveying me with expres-
eglons  which T  afterward discovared
marked extreme antonighment. and the
others were evidently satlsfying them-
melven that I had not molested thelr
yOung.

They were conversing together In Jow
tones, and gestlealating and pointing
toward me.

Their discovery that T had not harmed
the lttle Martinna and that 1 was un-
armed must have caused them to look
upon me with less ferocity; but, as I
was to  Jearn  Iater, the thing which
welghod most in my favor wam my ex-
hibitlon of hurdiing.

While the Martlans are immense, thalr
bones nre very large and they are mus-
cled only In proportion to the gravita-
tion which they must overcome.

The result in that they are Infinitely
less aglle and loss powerful, In proportion
to thelr welght, than nn Earth man, and
I doubt that, were or. of them nuddenly
to be tranapianted to Eacth, he could e
hin own wealght from the ground: In faet,
I am sure that he could not do ao,

My feat, then, was ax marvelous upon {
Mars ns it would have besn upon Enrth
and from desiring to annihilnte me they
suddenly looked upon me as & wonderful
disoovery, to be captured and exhibited

nmong thelr fellown.

The reapite my unexpected agllity had
given me permitted me to formulate plans
for the Immediate future and to note
more closely the appearance of the wars’
riors, for I could not disassociate thess
poopie in my mind from those other wars
riors who, only the day before, had been
pursuing me,

I noted that each was armed with save
eral other weapons In additlon to tha
huge spear which 1 have demcribed.

The weapon which caused me to de-
clde ngainst an attempt at escape by
fight was what was evidently n rifle of
some description, and which, I felt, for
fiame  reason, - they were pecullarly efM-
clent in handling.

These riflas wers
stocked with wood, which T lsarned later
wins a very light and intensely hard
growth much priged on Mars and en-
tirely unknown to us of Earth.

The metal of the barrel s an alloy, com-
posed principally of aluminum and steel
which they have learned to temper to &
hardness far exceeding that of the stes!
with which we are famillar,

The welght of the rifle I8 comparatively
little, and with the small calibre, explo-
sive radium projectiles which they use.
and the great length of the barrel, they
are deadly In the extreme, and ol runges

| which would be unthinkable on Earth.

The theoretic effective radius of this
weapon I8 300 miles, but the best they can
do In actual service, when equippad with
thelr wireless finders and sighters, !s but
a trifle over 200 miles.

This waa guite far enough to imbus ma
with great respect for the Martian fire-
arm, and some telepathie foree must have
warned me aganinst an attempt to escapes

in broad daylight from under the muszles v

of 20 of thess death-dealing machines

The Martians, after conversing for a
short time, turned and rode away In the
direction from which they had come, leav-
ing one of thelr number alona by the ine
closure.

When they had covered perhaps 200
vards they halted, and, turning thale
mounts toward us, sat watching the war-
rior by the Inclosure,

He was the one whose spear had so
nearly transfixed me, and wun evidently
the leader of the band, as I had noted that
they seemaed to have moved to their pras-
ent position at his direction.

When hls foree had come to a halt ha
dismounted, threw down his spear and
amall arms and came round the end of the
Incubator toward me. entirely unarmed
and unclothed as I, except for the ortas
ments strapped upon his head, limbs and
breast.

When he was within about 50 fest of
me ha unclasped an enormous metal nrm-
let, and, holding It towurd me in the open
palm of his hand, addresed me In & clear,
resonant volce, but In a languuge, It Ia
needless (o #ay, I could not understand. .

He then stopped, as though waiting for
my roply, pricking up his sntennalike earn
aud cocking his strange-looking eves stil)
further toward me

An the sllence became palnful I coR=
cluded to hazird a little conversution on
my own part, as I had guessed that he
wis making overtures of peace. The
throwing down of his weapons, and the'
withdrawing of his troop before his ads
vance towerd me would have signified a
peaceful misslon anywhere on Earth; se
why not. then, on Mars?

Piacing my hand over my heart. I bowed
low 1o the Martian, and explained to him
that, while 1 did not understand his lau-
guayge, his actlons spoke for the peace and
friendship that at the presént moment
were most dear to my heart

Of course, | might huve beonn & ba
brook, for all the intelligence my 23
carrled 1o him; but he understood .
action with which 1 immediately fo
my words

Stretching my band towsrd him 1 |
vanced and toeok
epen palm, clasping it sbout my ™ 1
above the elbow, wmiled at him, wnd lﬁ‘f
walling, His wide mouth spread inls
answering &mlle, and lockiug one of
lotermediary arnns in mins, we € y
and wulked back toward his mount.

At the same tlme be motionsd his
lowers to sdvance They staried o
us on & wild run, bt were cheoked
elgnal from hun Evidently bha Y
that were [ to be really trightensd -
I might jump entirely out of the San
sScap
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