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ERMANS SMASH FRENCH LINE
JOR SIX-MILE GAIN IN GREAT
' BATTLE NORTH OF VERDUN

17

B, (BREAK WITH GERMANY SEEN
IN WILSON'S ATTITUDE; MAY
TELL CONGRESS IN PERSON

QUICK NEWS

TERRIFIC EXPLOSIONS ON BELGIAN BORDlER

AMSTERDAM, Feb, 23, -Scores of terrific explosions were heard
along the Belgian frontier Tuesday, preceded by repeated alarms and |
the blowing of horns and whistles, Travelers reaching Amsterdsm
reported that in all probability allied aviators were raiding the new b

U-Boat Controversy Reaches Acute orted that bil alied aviaiars were raidiug he uew |
. . railway the Germans ave building between Aix-la-Chapelle and Viss
Stage—Berlin Reported to Desire T
- " . .L:

Long-Draw n-Out Negotatlo ns. BURTON ANNOUNCES CANDIDACY FOR PRESIDENT
No Further Concessions COLUMBUS, 0., Peb, 23, — Theodore Burton of Cleveland, former |

Upited Statep Sepotof, filed an smnoupcement with the Seovetory of = &
Blate todey thet Boe would be a candidate for the prewdentisl nomings
tiog og the Republjcan ticket, g

pwn Prince’s Army Sweeps Forward |
by Terrific Attacks—Suffer Enor-
" mous Losses But Capture 3000

Prisoners and Booty
o T
bench Defenses Near Consevoye and Haumont Crumble
. Beneath Onslaught—Battle Still Rages—Teutons
" Make Big Advance in Alsace—Paris

u Admits Lines Are Broken.

' . LONDON, Feb. 23.
" The Crown Prince has delivered the greatest smash against the Allies'
wn front since the English lines were broken at Ypres last Ma¢,
' In & mighty offensive against the French outer positions defending the
¢ fortress of Verdun, the Germans have captured nearly six miles and
$alf of French trenches, according to an official statement from Berlin
afternoon. The German War Office also reports the capture of 8000
prisoners and great quantities of booty.
ho French War Office admits in an official statement this afternoon
e Crown Prince is Hizling a great army against the French lines

e ———

Administration Hears Germany Is Sending Instructions
to Von Bernstorff to Play for Time in Settlement
of All Disputes Now Pending—Senate to
Be Warned to Keep Hands Off

WASHINGTON, Feh, 2a. |

The appearance of President Wilson before Congress in the next I"ew'l
days to announce his desire to break off diplomatic relations with Germany
was forecnst this afternocon by high Administration officials,

This sction is certain to follow, one official said, if intimations coming
from German sources are correct.

These intimations are that the German Foreign Office is sending instrue- |
tions to Ambassador Bernstorff to play for further delay in the determin-
ation of the Lusitania dispute and for a long discussion of technicalities over |
the armed merchantman decree scheduled to go into effect Mareh 1, |

=SS i

DU PONT CO. DECLARES 22¢, EXTRA DIVIDEND

WILMINTON,, Del, Feb, 23.The direotors of E. I du Pont de Nemours
Company liuve declared the reglilar quarterly dividend of 14 per cent. on
common stock and & specinl dividend of $6 in cash and $19 In Anglo-
bonds at 05 with interest, puyable March 15 to holders of record February
The directors also declured the regulnr quarterly dividend of 1% per cent. aﬂ'thl
dubentures stock, payable April 26 to holders of record April 10, The regulise
quarterly dividend of 1% per cont. war also declared on old du Pont common
stoek, payable May 1,

JOPLN_'I;I[OEI_S_ON
JOHN THOMSON, HEAD

OF THE FREE LIBRARY,
DIES; NOTED WRITER

e

of Verdun, on a front 15 miles wide,

mpagne Iast September.

v The battle is raging less than ten miles from the city of Verdun, itself
o east bank of the Meuse River.  Berlin reported the Germans have

No similar attack has been made
 bither side in the west in many months, excepting the French offensive in

City's System of Books for the
Masses Mainly Obtained
Through His Efforts
of Years

arled back the French on a wide front- between the village of Consenvoye, :

the Meuse, and the village of Azannes, eight miles east of the river.

By another forward drive, the Germans have captured 700 yards of
trenches east of Heidweiler, in Alsace, the German War Office

mounced. Eighty French prisoners were taken in this operation.

/ 'hris reported the heaviest fighting around the Haumont Woods, juat
ith of the Consenvoye-Azannes lines, indicating that the Crown Prince
attempting to blast a way through to the outer forts of Verd}m. The
n losses have been enormous, according to the French official state-
which quotes German prisoners as declaring that entire German bat-

g have been slanghtered.

The German infantry attack was preceded by 48 hours of Fontlnuoua
rdment, which evidently wrecked the advanced French positions. The
4 Prince is smashing southward, hoping to conquer the outer defenses

srdun and bring up German 42-centimetres to level the great fortress,
BERLIN REPORTS GAINS.

Following is the text of the official report issued by the Berlin War

1
0 -} ® .
derably by mining operations.

ree machine guns from the enemy.

e penctrated the enemy’s lines for three kilometres (1.8 miles), at

nvoye, taking 8000 prisoners.
- %0n

had been engaged in fortifying for a year and a half in the neighbor
of Consenvoye,

iIn the northern sector of the Woevre district (the region between the

s and Moselle Rivers) we delivered an attack extending over a front o

geven miles,
HThis attack was pushe
Mines, inflicting sanguinary losses.

e amount of booty.
TAKE ALSACE POSITION
an attack to the east of Heidwiler resulted

d-forward and we penectrated into the enemy's

*In upper Alsace,

bure of an enemy position extend
rds deep.

HEighty prisoners fell into our hands.

3 f WThere have been numerous air engagements behind the enemy’s front,

b all of which our airmen maintained the upper hand.

" The Paris War Office communique states that the battle is proceeding
: troops have evacuated the village of
flict in

gntly, and admits that the French
faumont. This position was abandoned after a sanguinary con

th the Germans suffered heavy losses,
The text of the communique follows:

“In the Artois district we recaptured somﬁ trench sections in the forest

_iﬂlﬂmhy.
“In the rogion to the north of Verdun a bombardment by the enemy

ments have dc\rulopéd on a front of altogether about 156 kilometres (9.8 miles).
The eonflict continues with violence from the right bank of the Meuse to the
uthenst of Herbebols. We evacuated the village of Haumont, of which we
il hold the outskirts, after a bloody confliet, in which our troops inflicted

heavy losses on the enemy.
* “To the east of that point a cou r
Ereater part of Caures Forest, located in the salient occupied
stemy to the north of Beaumont. _
| MA strong German attack launched agning
iecked by our curtains of fire.

MAccording to stories of prisoners, certain German units were complotely

W
Bittoyed in these nctions.
“An artillery duel which is slowly developing is going on in the region

te Charliere and Fromelzy. .

L *In Lorvaine, in the region of Nomeny, our artillery has shown consider-
Betivity, An enemy reconnaissance north of Letroicourt was unable

ch our lines,”

FTORIOSA AVANZATA
TFALIANA SU TRENTO

rti Esterni del Formidabile

THE WEATHER

FORECAST '
For Philadelphia  and vicinity—

row Thunda:;‘:;oﬂoi::d Mrd*::f;:ﬂ»‘
: colder late ¢ aday;
Ampo Trincerato Minac- | g0t variable winds becoming
ti dalle Truppe Alpine northwest.
—_— _ For details see page 17,
I —
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the neighborhood of the trenches captured east of Souchez (in
on Monday the enemy’s positions were found to have been ﬁnmnged
The number of 'prisofiers taken by us*
lbeen increased to 11 officers and 348 men of the rank and file. We also

the Maas hills (the heights of the Meuse) artillery duels hn.\fc con-
East of the Maas (Meuse River) we attacked a position which the

In addition to prisoners, we eaptured a

in the
ing aver a front 700 yards wide and 400

#nergetically answered by us, continued during the night. Infantry engage-

nter-attack permitted us to recapture the
yesterday by

t Herbebols was sharply

Rain tonight, probably twrning (o

11— WFullow ™
ing roeom q!mt’.u-
] | here this aftertiosn &k man

e thr Wila, of 10 North Strickar
kihﬂ%!u:wlnﬂ : ﬁ : ota
roi e Cala gl TR

INTERESTED  CARNEGIE

Jahnt Themenn, for 22 years head of
the Phllndeiphia Free Library and in
essayist of ropute, died this morning at
hin home, 2101 North Camae street
family wan at his bedside at the time of
his desith, which resulted freom & compli=
cntion of Mr. ‘Thomsan,
wii 80 years old, had bean conflned to
bed for two months, and hope for his re-
eovery wan abandoned several days ago,
whean he becimo unconscious,

It was muainly through Me. Thomeon's
efforts that the city of Philndelphin ob-

disenses, who

Hbrarien which every rectlon ¢njoys, It
was he who, nppointed Hbrarion In 1894,
when a pingle room suflleed to hold the
1600 volumes, directed its axpansion until
It now hins 22 branches In which are
A66,000 bookd Amd It wawr Jobn Thom-
#on who Interested Andrew Carnegls to
giva SLEDG,000, to the free library systom
of this clly for the erection of 30 branch
bdibrarien ;
KENOWN ACROSS THID SHEA,

John Thomaon was as wall known nlong
the Atlnfitle seabpard and across the At-
lantie ns he was to clubmoen und educi.
tlonal authorities here. He was the au-
thor of many volumes, the majority of
which are used ne reference works His
works Included n UYDescrlipitive Catilok
of the Library of . H. Clark,” “Descrip-
- | tive Catnlog of the Works of Sir Walter
HSeatt," “Hither and Thlther" (6 collection
| of oxdnyn lnsued n decnde ago), and other
|‘:ulnlng-| of the collections of hooklovers

Mr. Thomson wak born In Bagland, and.
talfter being educated In London, came to
this country it 1881, settling In Philudel.
phin,  He pwau licter wppointod private seo-
retary to Clarence M Clark and
Gould, which positions he held Jointly for
11 yeénrs,

When the subject of n free libriry was
broached In 1884, ‘the name of John
Thompon woe mentioned prominently, nnd
It oceanloned no surprise when he wan ap.
pointed librarian when the svslemn was
finuily sturtad In the sume venr,

With all hin work In tho intareyts of
educnting the average oltizon through
better methods of vlreuinting  the books
(4,000,000 volumes now belng taken out

f

ASPHALT (0. T0 SHARE
PROFITS AND PENSION

General Company Announces
Plan to Increase Interest
Among Men — Basis of

Distrihutipg Earnings

OPERATIVE NEXT YEAR

Announcament of . proft-sharing and
panslon plan for officers wnd salaried em-
ployes wan mada by the Ceheral Awsphalt
Company toduy. About 300 employea will
banent,  The plan applles to the com-
pany and all of ita subwidiariea.

The  penslon plin  becomens operative
fram diate, whils the profit-sharipg will
bo made after the apnual meeting of the
Asphalt. Company in May, 1017. The
first monays to be taken from ths ocom-
pany's earnings for profitsharing  will
cutne from the facal yeur ending Junuary
i1, 1817,
¢ In order to participate in & share of the
company’s profithn an employe or offigor
mist have been In the employ of the com-
pany contingously for one Year or. more
prior to the cxpirntion of the flacal year
ending January 31 next, and must have
recelved o wlary of 380 or moers 4 month.

Belore any profitd will ba ahared with
the e¢mployus [he ocunpgany must huave
varned lllﬂl-lﬁl.“ﬁlr the payment of the
preferred div i, which b at the annuel

sty of & caint., and at present is equal
o BUSLTOE yearly.  After the preferred
dividend ls carsd for the wmployes will
uhare

APTER DIVIDEND PAYMENTS '
‘apportionment will be made Iw
» for

rate of 1 per pent. of lary of e
employa overy § of i)

WY KeRee. of s i
tn decidin

fand ‘e .

The aution of the
the of other

it has

Hin

decree, it was pointed out, one thing

mittee, und Chairman

Jay |

Every party to that conference has

do and that iz to cut off diplomatic relations.
of his passports to Ambassador Bernstorfl.
The President, it is declared, is committed to the move, but does not
desire to anct without first laying the matter before Congress.
said, explaing the long conference Monday night between the President and
Senate Leader Kern, Chairman Stone, of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
Flood, of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Bernstorfl is expected to receive his instructions in the next 48 hours,
Today it was declared by reliable authority that the President intends |
to make his refusal to temporize so emphatic that there will ke no doubt|
left of his purpese to require a closing of the Lusitania negotiations in
keeping with the original demands of this Government.
BREAK WOULD BE NEXT STEP
Since Germany is not expected to withdraw the armed merchantman

only will be left for the President to
This would mean the handing

That, it is

refused to discuss the nature of the

| matters discussed, but it is known that at least one of them has indicated

Prosident Wilson His served wirning
on Congress Lhat he will not tolerate any
{ interference at this time with the in-

ternntionnl relations of the United Sintea.
rhe situntion so far as the Administration
| 14 concarned, It whs Jearned upon wbio=-
lutely relinblo authority today, is thut any
agitation now in Congres which colld be
conntrusd no ) eriticilsm of the State De-
partiment mtit inevitably have i derlously
adverse offect among the belligerent Euro-
pean natlons

The Administeation will give frank
warning to the Ssnate that any discusslon
of an embargo resolution ar the Gore res-
olution which would demand that puans-
ports be refused Americans travellng on
belligerent vessels will, In the opinion of
the Proegident, seriounly amburrnss Amers
lein Interests. Whethor thin will prevent
an open debate, howaver, ts very doubtful
There nre many members of both houses

Cantlnued on Page Three, Column Five

POLITE BURGLARS, ONE
" INFULL DRESS, CAUGHT

| Suitease Filled With Loot From
Home of Mr. and Mrs,
‘ Charles Peacock Betrays
Two Thieves

| HELD WITHOUT BAIL

The politest burglard captured for a
long time were arrested oarly today by
Patrolman Seull, of the 33d street and
Woodland avenue station. They stripped
the home of Mr. and M Charles Pea-
cook, of 248 Houth 46th strest, who are
ut Palm Beach, Fla., from top to boltom
The two men, one of whom was in &
dress sult, were seen by the policomen
slipping frem one dark spot to mnother
| ut 46th and Bpruos strests after mid-
night.  Scull decided to Investignte the
bulky bag onme of them carried. When
ho stole up on them, they st onoce tried
to engage him in n pleasunt conversation,
but when he demanded to have & look
ut the bag the men handed It over &t onoe.
They even sprend out the articles and
| explained in well modulated and pollte
phrases Just why thay were ocarrying
ll“mllx. furs, asllverware and clothes
aro &t that hour, When the polioe-
man  refused o bolleve them, they
shrugged thelr uhoulders and offered to
£0 and explain It all at the statlon house.
Of oourse, they were annoyed ut huviog
to walt at the police box unul & patrol
cama, but they were most polite with all
thelr They gave thelr numes
ax -mﬂ years ald, of Kansas
City, and ry Wiyon,
Chicago.  Fioally, they

inined und maintuined the siystem of free | his personal apprehension that certain courses considered might lead to war.
' This determination by the President, it is said, is the explanation rar:

the action of Senator Stone in calling off his awn speech in the Senate defend- | °f Hu-Nan province, because of revolutionary disturbances.
ing the Administration’s foreign policy.
PRESIDENT THROUGH PARLEYING

The President, officials said today, is done with parleying.
sa¥, as the result of vigorous activities on his part in the last few days, the
niitation among the Democrats in Congrési for a resolution warning Amer-
jcans to keep off armed merchantmen has collapsed. Investigation this after-
noon disclosed that Democrats favoring such a resolution have not chnngad'
their mind, but the iden that the White House would support the action hav- |
ing been blasted, the desire to press a resolution has disappeared.

Already, they

BRITISH VESSEL WHICH |
LEFT HERE JANUARY 16
DAMAGED BY BOMB

Steamship Strathclyde Towed .
Into Queenstown Badly Crip-
pled, Message From Queens-

town Says

THINK SPY WORKED HERE

| A bomb axplosion aboard the 4417-lon |
British provision ship Strathelyde, which

silled. from this elty January 18 for Man-

chester, England, wans reported In cable- |
grams  from  Queanstown, Ireland, Into
which port tha vessel, bamy damaged, wus
towed today.

The bomb was placed on board the
wteamahip while it was docked hure, ship-
ping men pointed out, If the reported ex-
plosion s true.

No detalls were given In the disputoh,
except that no one s allowed to bourd
the vessel. A cablogram o the ship's
agnnls, Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd, with
offices in the Bourse, todiay. hriefly an-
nouniéed the arrival of the crippled vessel
at Quesnstown. No enuse was sdvanced
In the latter message

The steamahip earried an Infammable
cargo of olls, proviglons and automoblls
parts vialued nt §3153,421, the bulk of the
cargo conaisting of wheat, corn and flour,
Captain John O, Murray, a Scotchman,
master of the vessel, hid a crew of 28
men, all Englishman. There were no
PasEet NFeTS.

That & Cerman agent or sympathizser
elthor secreted himself ahoard or placed
“ bomb and time fuse In the hold while
tha ahip was taking on Its cargo here was
sugEested twoday

The Struthelyds wan loaded at the foot
of East Cambria street, Port Richmeond,
in & lonely spot. under honvy guard, but
it wika learnod that after the work of the
stevedores wus falshed the watch wan
relaxed for a few minutes untll sailing
time.

The coargo was not consignsd for mill-
tary use. It was sald at the offioes of
Furness, Withy & Co., the wgents, today.
That special guards supervine the loading
of vesnols at this dook was admitted, wnd
this custom will be continued. ‘The guards
allow no one without the proper creden-
tials to boord vessels or loiter about the
pler.

No suaplcious cireumstances surround.
ing the departure of the ahip were notioad,

"The crew is Engileh” It was added.
“There were positively no Germans or
sallors of German descsnt mmong the
erew,  'The palicy of yuarding the loading
of vasseln, which baa been In force for
some lhme, will continue, whether or not
bomb really

an investigation showy that o
Wik rd the W
two mnast:

Stratholyde
, & Due:
s owned by & Co,

The
ed freighter,
™

P will succeed Mr. Large.

BILL FOR RECEIVER FOR TEXAS & PACIFIC DISMISSED

sl

DALLAR, Tex,, Féb, 23 Federml Judge Meek ruled this afternoon that B‘Q};

lnel no Jurisdiction (n the sull of the Bankors' Trust Comany of New Yo 7
for appointment of o recelver for the Texos and Iucific Railrond and the

| New Orlenns and Ppelfie, n subsidinry, and dismossed the bill,

P. R. R. FREIGHT TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT CHANGES

The Board of Directors of the Pennsylvinin Rualltond Compiny, at o meeting jr‘,

: :_m!u_v. vonfirmed the following changes In the orgunization of the Freight Tm
Department, incldent to the retiremont of Division Frelght Agent Edward b

Johngon on March 1, under the pension regulations of the company: J. B, Large

| B ) . i
 Division Frelght Agent at Erie, Pi., will succeed Mr, Johnson us Division Frelght 8

Agent at Buffilo, N, Y., Willlam ¢, Glynn, Division Frelght Agent at Altoona. Pa, -4
K. 8. Nellson, Freight Solicitor nt Plttsburgh, 'Pa., wilt
be advanced to Diviston Freight Agent at Altoona, Pa. ™

REVOLT IN CHINESE PROVINCE; MARTIAL LAW ON

SHANGHAL Feb, 28 —Martinl law has been proclaimed nt Chung-Sha, (‘lvllﬂl..i :

AGREE TO FLETCHER AS MEXICAN AMBASSADOR |

WASHINGTOIN, Feb. 28.—The Senate Foroign Relations Committes tod
decided to recommend the confirmation of Henry P. Fletcher as Ambuss
Mexleo, The appolntment has been held up since early last December because
opposition to Fréstdent Wilkon's Mexicwo paltys  The s ETLERE ™12
Relatlons Committes was 12 to 2. Benators Berah, of Tda 0, md‘%lﬂ 0
dmith, of Michlgan, boili Republicans, voted aghinst the recommendation.

NEW JERSEY MOVIE MEN FIGHT CENSOR BILL |
TRENTON. Feb. '.::1.—-.‘il'm'|r men from all over New Jergey today mads &8
vigorous protest before the House Judiclary Committee against the eatublhhlﬁniﬁt A
of . State Board of Motion Pleture Censors provided for in a bill now bo!m...[\ J
the Leglulature. The bill wos supported by clergymen and representatives of
various Holy Name wsocloties of the Siate. i

ONE MAN CAUSES STRIKE OF 1200

HARRISBURG, Feb. ‘23— Twelve hundiied union minsrs of the Lykens
anthracite district struck this morning to compel the reinstatement of Willlumn
Stuppy. & discharged foreman, who, It s alleged, wns dismissed becl.ullhl
would not load the mine cars ns heavily as the operators desired. Alleged excess B
sive “topping’ hus been a sourve of contention at Lylens for soms time. It s
reported that Willlimstown miners may declare o sympathy strike, : X v

MEN WHO DESTROYED ZEPPELIN GET $1000

PARISE, Feb, 20.—A gift of $1000 was glven uwy by the Marquis D'dfwl
for distribution anmobhg the members of the g creW thnt destroyed the Zopp.ﬂn 4
"LZ-T1" near Bar Le Duc on Monday night.

CZAR OFFERS COMMAND TO MONTENEGRIN MONARCH

ROME, Feh. 23. — The Gazettn del Popolo, of Milan, states that Bmporos
Nicholas of Russin has offered the command of a Russion army corps to Kir
Nivholas of Montenegro, who holds the rank of Russian fleld marshal.

JAPANESE WARSHIPS REPORTQD IN MEDITERRANEAN

LONDON, Feb. 23-The Admiralty today would not comment on German R
reports, transmitted through Copenbagen, that Jupanese fleet, mmm L.
by a large number of aplreraft, has arcived [n the Medllerranean (o co-0me S
with the Alles. The' Thnes, In pablishing the German report, which s qﬁ\ /
to have come from Italun wources, recalled the fact that It was rumored more
than & month ago that Japunese warships would leave for thé Hvdll": anean
to protect Jupanese shipping agulnst Austro-German submarines,

AMERICANS TO AID NEEDY BERLINERS

BERLIN, Feb. 23.—The American Chamber of Commerce, in_lﬂ!l&-—i -I
March 1, will Inaugurate a new muxiliary kitchen for persons who are ln ,
owing to the war, Berlin papers, commenting on the announcement today,
with satinfaction of "“this proof of American sympathies,*

CITY GETS $45,224.37 INSURANCE TAX

City Treasurer Willlam McCoach today recelved a State warrent for $45.484,
from the Auditor Genernl to cover the sum due the county on tax paid
forelgm insurance companies opersting in Philadelphia. Thix amount wi
appropriated by Counclls to the Firemen's Pension Fund,

RUSSIA DISCLAIMS DESIGNS ON SWEDEN _

FETROGRAD, Feb, 23—Forelgn Minister Bazanoff,
today, made a statement that ls expected to go far towsrd palis
Rusaian feeling thet has been growing in Bweden for many. i
that Russie had no designs on Sweden, sdding: g
“We must obtaln an outlet ta s free ses in Quite another Al
The Minister reiterated bis previous assertions that Rissis
to eontinue Nghiing untll Germany hes beon thoroughly whinped. b
melther he nor any one else could prediot whan Il
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