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BURLESQUE—BY ’
AN EX-BURLESQUER |

|
George Sidney, Translated to!
The Legitimate, “Talks on
Early Art Struggles

Today the nume of George Sidney means
Juat one thing to Philndelphian=—"Rusy
Imy.” It means burieague Tuosiiay
moraing, whesn the
town hoas seen hie
work in “The Show |
Shop.” It will mean
something very if- |
ferent. At any rate
that was the ex-
pericnoe  of New
York when Mr. Sid-
ney suddenly blos
somed  into Brooad-
way fame as the
perfect poertrayer of
the typical
trical munager last
year |

When Nr. Sidney
mude his hit he
told some curious
; New Yorkers g Jit-
tie of what he thinks made buriesgue a
Ereat school for him and for others. Here
s what he snid:

“Fou can inugh

GEORGE SICXNEY

i you want to, but 1
found out something whiie 1T was playving ;
around In  burlesgue companios lhhtl
proved to me that the big cities are going |
o produce the grestes astors the world
has ever known within the next few ger- |
erstions |

|
“And I'll tell you why " he continued

“IU's because these cities aren't ﬂwhit;:l
Pois and nover were and never will be—
they're open markete for the world. |
They're the one common meeting ground

of all reces snd ) nationalities, and

'.thcy come there and keep up to concert |
pitch partly for commereis) reanons gl
partly for sentimentsl ones, znd end by
producing the very best that all races are |
capable of.

“If you ask me whar all this has go!
0 40 with buriesque, I'll tell you that
You oan learn prety nesrly everything
In n little buriesque empany, staying to- |
gether year §n and year out, made up of
all worts of people, and being acted nnT
by pretty nearls wll sors of outdlde con-
alttons. A burlesque company s the
world In a nulshell

“¥ou see I'm & Jew, and I besan by
playing a caricature of a Jew Busy Iscy
1 was young mnd pretty frisky, and 1
stood in danger of overplaying Izzy —nuk-
Iz him a noisy burisfgue of himadl?. Tws
thing= hald me back. The firet was that
I ddn't want to offend my own peaple
1 was afmaig they wouid stay away Trom
the thesire and I'd e & fallure. And
the mecond reason i & litile more credit-

mble to me, though it's just o5 true—I
had a Tedling that 1 dido't want to mis-
represent my people to all the others that

might be In my asudionce. It was a sort |
of race pride.

"Ming you, in those fibbertlzibbe, young !
anyz 1 didn't say all these things out— |
I Just felt ‘em. But I fell ‘em so strone- |
iy 1 kept lzzy within bounds snd,
be still, 1 gor into the habit of re- |
Elraining myself, !

Well, aft my sooondl your witk

own company, I noticed that 7 w
Ung the iest steady work in my

from & young Iriah bov thot wor:
whiskers. Tle hnd 1o hove the
whiskers, he said, bocoure the ¥ X

them of him; bul he was jost the qu |
little comedian you ever saw. Oy
wo wem both sitting oul in 1he property
room. &nd 1 asked him how he falt about
the whole buriness of acting o
chture Things we did, and bhe 1
"7 dou’t think much of it, ¢f v T
know:; but 1 do = ™y -
self as Inofleneiy Fel
by’ a
It ¥ind of mnde me s “What go

Fou mean by that™

"1 menn that it's no
there and meke an Irishman what thes
osll Tunny. 'm mn Irishman mysell, and
1 dan™ like ft. And tre aire & lot of
other Irishmen out there in those audi-
ences, anil I'll bet & hat they dnn't 1
it wither. It seems like o low
Bo 1 Just! keop toning down
fown and trying not to mland
Iry every time I opon 1

“¥Well, we eat there an
In the properiy room, of
troubhies. We finally eond
the make of our ovn peopl
the woft pedal nnd just let
might. Thal was when we
el young enough to think
were macrificing our 'nrt’ Yes,
we st solemnly renouncing
Erenl carvers we thought we v
bad, out of loyalty mnd msentl 1. and |
all that, when what we wore sectually
doing was making the one resoiee that
gnve w mnr hope &t all ar actors, T've
heard peopic eaxy thet no art s Erent
exoept the kind that has great limita-
tions. That probubly means & good Genl
more than thut Irishman and I rn-‘nm.l
BUT We¢ meant to accept those curbs our-
welves, auyway. i

*“We smtuck to them, too, through thick
mod thin, We wouldn't make zanjes out
of our own people. We were not willing
1o beliftic oursclves, mnéd we were not
willing to _show ourselves up to each
other
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“What was the result? That after 10

I oould come out of buriesque and

legitimite comedy without siter-

fraction of my comedy method |

F“h;mtutnf,butnt least
a8 pood envugh for that,

principle works all through the
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THE MOVIES’

MASTER-LEAP

“Carmen” has acquired a new ending—-at least, the “Carmen” of
It sends Don Jose to suicide over the highest oliff that
& movie star has ever leapt without the aid of a dummy. Horse and
rider took this 83-foot plunge at Au Sable Chasm, Fort Kent, in the
Adirondacks, turning two loops. The horse eseaped uninjured. The

man broke his leg on the rocks in the bottom of the pool.

Theda Bara.

big cities—all through America. We at-
semble hiere from the four corners of the
globe, and we are not willing to bur-
lesque oursolves and libel ourselves be-
cnuse of all the strangers that are looking
on. We put the ldbosh on our exaggera-
tions in sheer self-defense Anf that's

&ll that maves us, most of us, anyhow
And It's what makes great sctors
than anyvthing else,

“Just glve America time—and not too
much time, either—and we'll be the nation
of great Intsrpreters, great playwrights |
and great actors"
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THE PHOTOPLAY
SPENDTHRIFT

Millions in Money and Energy
Spent to Bring All the
World to Your Feet :

The wild chase of maotion-ploture di-
rectors for local color and atmospheric
detail, if trafled by the average layman,
would be the source within o few months
of a wider ¢ducation than the average
Cook's tourist gleans in a year of con-
travel. Tralling the atmospheric

and local color to thelr lair con-
stitutes a formidable effort on the part
of the meén who Stage the bl movie
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In *“The Fisher Girl,”” In which the

Equitable Corporation is offering Muriel
Ostriche, two locatlon experts went to
Block Iglnnd, where thoy spont two weeks
provailing upon the local fisher folks to
take active part in the production. They
did 50 al $10 per participation, which in-
cluded the use of tlI familles, huts
and fishinz puraphernal

‘ulilson, one of the Ejguitanle’a
geniuses, is . fgque, in
h West Ind where, on the
f Mont Pelee, he will stage
in *"The Labyrinth' In
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Charles Seay I8 fn Washington taking
ecenes in the halls of Con w8, the Cap-
Itol, White Mouse grounds Federnl,
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The tots] bill read

Seveie,

PNy

Nine private cars nt £0 400,00
45 miles at e per mile wach 0.75
Victualing one diner 47,00
558,25

Add to this several hundred dummies
or supernumerariex nt! 3B per dav, 15

ranging from 10 to 350 4 day,
ar, at perhaps §1600 o week, and
may be had of the expense in-
in only one scene
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