VERAGE NET PAID DAILY CINCULA-
FION OF THE BEVENING LEDGER
~ FOR JULY WaAS t1.38.
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lﬂmm whe thinks that money
pays trumps in the geme of e,
St e———

ING FOR THE FIGHT

_most encouraging symptom In the
feient politieal condition of the city I8
lnr interest in the election. The
reglatration lust year when a Gov-
United States Benator were to be

only 98,000, The Nrst day's regie-

ils yoar is about 123000, an increase

If the Intemsst continues the num-

' qualified voters will be greater than
when Mayor Blankenburg was

friend of the clity i hoping and pray-

the interest may not ba alackensd
whatever the result of the polling
It eannot be sald that the voters wers

e
el

L e

HMEORIES DEMOLISHED BY FACTS

_WUN achdemic theory of eco-
os can stand up before the facts of
Therefore we find the Demo-

of the polloy of protection

! some form of protective leginla-
the development of the dye industry
Arguments ure undoubtedly sound.

War is acting as s protective barrier
the Importstion of German dye-

and we are suffering as a result
the war l# ended the German dya
will unload their goods upon the

L and we shall onos more be dependent

8 forelgners for an article needed in
A tie bDusiness. There are experts
: tell the Ways and Means Committes
. exactly what degroe of protec-
to encourdge American manu-

to make plane permanently to sup-

loma - market. The natlon expects

1o put ita theortes In ocold storage

faces the facts, takes the advice of

; and paeses laww dictated by
g PN
I .mv OUGHT TO AGREE

& vofapirators, in Philadelphia, have
Ahat they have decided to forget their
and work together In the election

F because of Ita great natlonu! wig-

8 Governor, in California, says that this
LY & Jocal election’” and that he “does
to express an opinion regarding can.

the campaign proceeds any further
L to get together and mgree on
thay are golng to tell or somebody
In an embarrassing predicament.

. R e
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T Prance had failed the wap would now
Be over Yot wha would purchase psace with
the disgraceful soine of slavery and humilia-
tion? It is said that in the gray days of the
invasion Parls, and all France, went (hrough
Jts holirs with daged and Unsesing ayes It
s known that when the danger was over
there was no rejoicing. There was Instead
n gravity which was not fearful, a determi-
patlon which would not be undane

For Franee, and with her the world, had

lgoked Inta the eyes of death and was not |

abashed, What terror oould now rear (is
head to affright her?

UNITED IN THE PRESENCE OF LOOT

HE resl reason for the sollcitude of the

contractor hossea for harmony has not yet
besn publicly confessed by them. Thelr can-
didate for Mayor has interested himeelf in
polities because It helps hin business, He
has admitted as muoch to his friends. The
contractor bosses are .In politics becauss It
helps them got contracts. Their intarest In
the success of the Republican party arises
trom the fact that this s a Republican city.
If the Democrats were In the majority they
would be prating about the importance of
domonstrating to the nation that this great
municipality was behing the President and
all his policles. They are endowed with the
glft of enough reanoh to find reasons for any-
thing that they want to do without glving
the rea) one.

One of the considerationa which led
Iamb to consent to lla down Inslde of the
llon at the now historicn] meeting of the
Republican City Committee can be found in
a ensunl glance at the let of great public
works, the contracts for which are likely to
be lot during the next four yearn It was
printed in the Evesmino LEDGER Yesterday,
mnnd should be cut out and preserved for the
edification of the judicious. HRetween §48,.-
000,000 and 960,000,000 (s to be spent on rapld
transit work. A new sewage disposal sys-
tem costing $24,000,000 ls planned: $10,000, 000
can be apant on the Parkway and $20,000,0000
is noeded for the elimination of grade croms-
Ings and dock development In South Phila-
delphin, and other milllona for other Im-
provements. Then there are the usual street
cleaning and garbage which
amount to millions,

Our rulers are “out for their pockets™ all
the time. only they are not quite so frank
about It as Ricthard Croker was. The hope
of loot was more powerful than any other
Influence In uniting the CGang.

the

contrneta,

A WATCH ON ITS WANDERINGS

HE duty of popularizing the wrist-watch

for men has been lald upon a Philadel-
phian by the Natlonnl Retall Jewelors' As.
sociation. The delegutes to the recent con-
vention hesitated to decide that men should
undopt the fashion. They preferred moving
with the procession, after It has sturted, to
attempting to lead It in a way whers they
were uncertein of being followed,

The curious will awalt with Interest the
development of Bartley J. Doyle's plan for
persunding mon that they should wear their
timepleces In some other place than a
pocket. Perhaps he is encouraged by the
knowledge that the popularity of three, if
not four, different pockets for the watch
has accustomed the men to wvarlety, and
hopes to lend them on to abandoning the
pocket ultogether. The lower left-hand
walstcont pocket used to be the only place
where any self-respecting man would put
hiz watch, und he attached it to himself by
A chaln in his butionhole, Then some one
#ot the fashlon of carrying it in the upper
left-hand pocket with « chaln running clear
across his manly breast, ending In the right-
hand upper pocket, where a locket or a
pencil or a clgar cutter held it in plaoe.
Then the fob came In after vears of dis-
use, and the wateh was carried In o small
pocket on the right-hand side of the waist-
band of the troumsers. Every one s famillar
with the watch-pocket In the upper left.
hand side of the summer coat. But when-
ever one needs to learn the time, one has
o lift the watch out of the pocket with one
hand or the other. All arguments of con.
venience are In favor of the watch on the
wrist. If convenience is to rule, we should
not stop with a watch on one wrist, but
wear one on both wrista. An actress has
recently set the fashion of wearing u watch
on her ankls, but not evem the men whe
take aftor actresses can be expected to fol-

low this style.
—

ANOTHER BOND WITH GERMANY

Dmu'ﬂc reiations are not the only
field In which the American peuple  now
find themselves in acoord with the German
people. It has been claimed that the Ger-
mans, realizing thelr orror, are now engaged
In a desperate attempt to win American
good will. Thoir firet sffort in this direction
la & masterplece, redeeming all the older
fauits of thelr Intercourss with this ocountry,

It Is given out thut Germany awalts with
lively ploasure the promised visit of Willlum
Jennings Bryan to the countries of Europe.
What more could Germeny do to show that
she enters hoart and soul into the winhag of
the Amearican peopls?

e ——

The Kalser contioues to shower decors-
tions on the just and the unjust.

There has alfeady been a lot of trench dig-
Alng in the preprimary campalgn.

The sisering gear of the local machine
meme (o be In §000 working order.

went to see “Tha Kingmaes-
! theatre. He knows

ITALY'S HUNDRED
DAYS IN THE WAR

The First Phase of the Austro-
Italian Conflict on the “Fish-
hook” Frontier——A Clear De-
scription of the Present
Situation

By FRANK H. SIMONDS

N BEEPTEMBER 1 the first hundred days

of Ttaly's war were ended and the period
supplies & usefiil measurs of the firet phase
of the campaign of the Itallan troops. What,
then, have the wsoldlers of the Peninsula
accomplished In a span equal to that which
separated Napoleon's landing in France from
the collapre at Watetloo?

An far back as tha year of 1909, when
the Bosnlan episode first revived anclent
Austro-Italian  bitterness, Austrian en-
kinseras bogan the work of throwihg round
the great permansnt fortresses of the Tren-
tine Tyrol and the lower and upper Isonse
lines of permanent trenches, lined with
cement. Year after yoar this work has been
carried forwiard. When Italy made war on
Turkey for Tripoll there was one politieal
faction In Austrin which advocated an at-
tack upon Italy. At that time more military
works were constructed,

Early In the present war, when Italy at
Inst begnn to make Insintent demands for a
redrawing of her Venetlan frontier, which
should abolish the triumphs of the Aus-
trinn map-makers of 1840, Austrian mili-
tary leaders took Instant alarm. To diplo-
macy was left the tnsk of delaying the
Tinllan uttmck as long an possible, to the en-
gineors wan aswigned the task of completing
the fortification. By May 23, when Italy at
last declared war, diplomacy had done its
work, the defenses wore completed and Italy
faced a glgantic tank.

The Great Fish-hook

Roughly speaking, the Austrinn frontier
resembien a fish-hook: the barb Is the Tren-
tino projection into the Po valley; the curve
the mountaln wall south of the Musterthal
valley from Cortina to Pontebba, and the
shaft the Isonze front from Pontebba
through Tolmine to the Adriatic, south of
Gorizin. Following this frontier and behind

the mountnin wall and the river is the first |
connectlon from |

line of Austrian rallway
Trieste to Trent, a dlstance
and 200 miles

Trent (tself Hes just inslde the bardb. east
of It are the Dolomites, rising to a height
above H000 feet: west the Ortiers, which
are crossed by the Btelvio Pass at an ele-
vation of more than %000 fect. Between thess
two great masses of mountains in the nar-
row wvalley of the Adige, down which from
Brizxen comes tha rallroad to Trent and
thence to Veronna, 20 milos south of the Auns-
trian frontler, Leading from the plain to
the cust and to the west of this barblike
projection are a number of passes, all for-
tified, and thess fortifcations constitute the
outer works of the great fortress of Trent,
one of the monat considerable in Burope,

Now the first concern of the Itallans must
necessarily be to take this whole Treéntine
barb, In Austrian hands It was a constant
menace. It was n guteway through which
couid be brought by the Pusterthal and the

of between 1650

Brefiner Pass great masses of German and |

Auntrian troops, which would be protected
from attack until they reached the Italian
boundary, Thence they could be launched
into the wvalley of the Fo against Verona.
By thig road had come all the great in-
vaslons of the past. When Austria ruled in
Venetin she protected the gateway by the
famous quadrilateral, Lognago, Verona,
Peschlera nnd Mantun.

A successful invaslon from this direction
would compel Italy to retire behind the Po
and the Minclo, Venetln would be lost and

the armies operating far to the cast along |

the Isonzo might be enveloped and cap-
tured. certainly would be in dunger at all
times untll the Trentine threat was re-
moved. This was problem number one for
the Itallans.

Vagaries of Map Making
The problem supplied by the curve of
the fish-hook related muinly to that which
has boen described. Here the Itallan fron-
tler follows the crests of the mountains,
save about Cortina. A push of ten or a

dozen miles, the easiest possible thing, to |

judge by the map, would carry the Italians
Inte the Pusterthal, a great natural road-
way leading from the upper valley of the
Drave to that of the Adige. In this vallay
Is the rallroad from Triests by Gorizla to
Trent. To ocut this would be to ocut one
of the two raflronds by which Austria can
communicate with her Trentine fortresses
The second les north of the Tauern Alpa,
Havink cut this the Italians could pusnh
west along the Pusterthal toward Fran-
genfeste, This in the second great Aus-
trian fortress, and it covers the rallroad
which comes south across the Brenner and
s the only other rullway binding Austris
to the southern Tyrol. If Franzenfeste
were cuptured, then the Trentine projec-

ten would be wholly cut off from Austria, 1

would become an invested fortress and no
longer a menace 1o Italy, since Auitrian en-
trance to It was Interrupted at Frunzen-
festo.

Similarly, If the rgliroad were cut south
of Franzenfeste at sny point, the effect
would be the same., Hut the mere cutting
of the ralirond in the Pusterthal would not
isolate Trente because It would not affect
the Bretner railroad.

But this operation s easy only on the
map. Actuslly thero are only two possible
roads open to the Italians, that which Kora
from Cortina to Toblach over the Ampesso

and u second just to the east, which
crosues the Monte Croce Pass and reschea
the Pusterthal at lunichen. Both theso

. v . r ;
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| Carso Plateau at the south.
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that Napoleon advanced toward Vienna In
1797 and reached the summit of the Semmar-
Ing Pnas, before Aunstrin ylelded and the
Treaty of Campo Formio brought peace. This
rond is commanded by Fort Malborgetto and
other works,

A few miles south of Pontebba the Isonmo
River begina to parallel the Austro-Italian
frontier, a few milea to the enst. Down this
from Tolmino to Gorlsla runs the Trieste-
Trent Rallroad, which is also one of the two
lines connecting Trieste with Viennn. At
Gorizia.  this rallroad meels the Venlee-
Trieste Rallroad and swings east, Btill fur-
ther to the south and just befors the lsonmo
enters the Adriatic, It is crossed by a socond
raflroad coming east from Italy and reach-
Ing Trieste along the sedcoast by Nabresina.

Now from Tolmino to the sen the Austrinns |

have fortified the eastern shore of the Isonzo,
From Tolmino to Gorlzia this river flows
through a narrow gorge. At Gorlgia, how-
ever, the western bank, rising firat to some
little elevation on the Podgora hill, sinks
to the level of the plaln. But on the east,
the Carso Plateau, stretching nerth from
Trieste meeta the Isonzo, which flows to the
sea along its base.

The Austrian position is In the main he-

| hind the Isonzo, protected at first by the
But near Gorigla It crosses the river |

gorge.
and holda the Podgora hill, which ls the key

of Gorizia. South of this polnt it follows the |

crest of the Carso Plateau, touching the sea
north of Nabresine, which s In slght of
Trieste.

Italy's Task

Thus the Isonzo position rests upon threa
fortifled points, Malborgetto at the north,
Tolmino In the centre and Gorizia and the
Close to this
line runs the Trent-Trleate rallway, so near
as to be under fire of the Italian artillery
and unserviceable. Here, us about Cortina,
the military frontier does mot coinelde with
the political, and the Austrian frontler in.
cluded several towns, notably Monfalcons
and Gradlscs, which wers outside the first
line of defonces.

Against the Trentine projection, the barb,
from the Btelvio Pass, on the Bwiss fron.
tier, te Cortina, at the Ampesno, Ttaly wan
bound to press an attack which had for
its object, first, the selzing of all poneible
positions commanding the entrance Into the
Italian plain. By oceupying the first foot -
hills, the lower sndes of these passes. she
mlghthopetoduolhadmtopnulblo
Austro-German Invasion later, This was a
purely defonsive-offensive, for even If the
wholé Trentine sallent wers taken she would
be no nearer any Austrian objective,

Secondly, Italy was bound to follow the
first advances by a wserious and sustained
oporation, direoted at reducing the forts
about Trent and thus abolishing the dan-
gurous enemy cltadel within her natural
frontiers. By bringing up her heavy artil-
lery she could hope slowly but surely to re-
peat the triumphs won so easily by the
Germans st Liege and Antwerp, unless the
Austrinns were able, imitating the French
at Verdun, to hold her off by trenches,

Thirdly, Italy was bound to tndeavor to
push north over the Ampesso and Monte
Croce pmsses into the
thenoe west sguinst Fransenfests in the
codegver to lsolate the Trentine sallent and
thus completely encircle it and insure ita
ultimate surrender to famine &nd exhaus-
tion of wmmuniton. This again was a do-
fensive move, designed to abolish AN enemy

meaning  offenaivaly,

Fais
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| first positions, the outside door, as It were,

to the Ttallan plain, was accomplished with
alnority.

But the approach to the permanent for-
tifications was less successful. Patently
the Austriane had digested the lessons of
Verdun, for not yet have the Italinn slege
uns been able to drop shells In Trent, No-
where in this region have the Itallans made
an appreciable progress against the first line
of Austrian trenches, far outside the line of
the permanent forts. Nor have they been
any more succesaful in thelr drive toward
the Pusterthal. In the opening bours of the
war they took Cortina, and advanced up the
Ampezzo and Monts Croce Pass, but elght
milea from Toblnch and the Trieste-Villach-
Trente rallrond they have been halted, have
been stationary or nearly se for three
months
As to the fourth task, that of forcing the

Isonzo line, the situation s only different in
a degree. Fort Malborgetto still holds out,
although It has frequently bean demolished
in Milan reports. The Pontebba road to
Villach, which Napoleon foreed, remains
closed, To the south early progress about
Tolmino has not been sufficlently great to
threaten the Gorlgia position, The storming
of Monte Nero, near Tolmino, has been de-
soeribed by Italian and denled by Austrian
bulletine. The Trieste-Villach rallroad soems
to have been cut heres, but unmistakably tho
Austrians are malntaining their position, and
the Italluns have been unable to make any
real advance beyond that of the opening
dush, .
The length of the Gorizia battle front may
be estimated at about 26 miles, It extends,
speaking, from Plava, where the
Isonzo approaches the Itallan plain, to the
Carso Plateau, just north of the Adriatio
and a Httle east of Monfalcone, Gorizia is
about in the centre. Except at the hill of
Podgorn, the Austrian line ls on the east
side of the Isongo, but this hill, commanding
the bridge heads and the town [taelf. which
lles in the plain, 18 the key to the whole
position. and ls weast of the river.

B‘ck to Trench Work

South of Gorigia the Isonzo makes a wide
bend to the west and then to the east, enter-
ing the Adriatic near Monfalcone. But hers
the Austrian line crosses the Carso Flateau,
making the string to the bow, which s the
curve of the river. The maln Austrian posi-
tion s ne&r the town of Doberdo, which has
figured frequently n the bulleting of Vienna
and Rome.

In the opening days of the war the Ital-
lans rushed forward from thelr territory, a
few miles west of the Isonszo, to the river
towns of Gradisca and Monfalcone, captured
both and crosssd the river. They alno foreed
& crossing of the river to the north about
Plava. But here and to the south they
quickly encountered the Austriang in pre-
pared positions, and the familiar trench wor
resulted.

Barly in August both Vienna and Rome
agreed that the Itallans made n series of nt-
tacks. preceded by artillery. Theso uttacks
were deaptrate offorts 1o force the lines wtill
held by relatively small Austrian foroes, be-
fore German or Austrian reinforcements
could he sent from the east. Rome reports
substanial gaine; Vienna, total defeat. In
Ary event Gorixla did not fall. The atlacks
presantly ceased, In consequenve of appalling
losses, the Austrians clalm, The Italtan ex.
Planation tends to confirm that of thelr
enemy. Thoey allegwe that they have halted
to rewt, consolidste positions gained and
bring up artillery,

But there Is lttlo reason
trian assertion that the
Gorista position has

to doubt the Aus.
effort to foros the
been heavily

livered over a llving sacrifice 1o his betray-
ers,” or “has been & child In the hands of
politicians, this man who was elected because
of his Independence,™ ete., ad nauseum.

You know, even though you would not say
80, you know that the Organization will sursly
win the Mayorality and all that goes with It
thin full unless they beat themeelves by fools
ish factional atrife, asx George H. Earle was
beaten In 1011, In that case enough voters of
Bouth FPhiladelphin, to avenge thelr 1dol, turned
the trick; to beat Eatle, not to elect Blanken-
burg. By this Biankenburg won a negative
victory, not a positive one, and It was &
small margin at that, It ciearly was not &
case of the majority wanting Blankenburg st
sl

Of course, T will admit, I, myself, would lke
to sen the primaries work as they wers intended
and see nll of those that filed thelr nomination
papars make a froe for all race of it, giving
me, a8 one of the rank and file, u chance to
have my say who I think ought to be the
standard bearer for my party. For instance,
It seema to me It might be fine to plok from the
primary ballot from J. Hampton Moore, Geor
H. Earle, 8amuel . Rotan, Thomas B, Smith,
Robert J. McKenty, Frederick Beyer and Wil
tam 8. Vare. but, gentlemen, 1t won't work!
The primaries sound all right in theorv, but
they won't work In practice, It is like the
beautiful theory of Hoclallwm,. [t butas up
against a stone wall of human nature.

fact s 1 nover did belleve in the' primaries

It we etlll had the convention system cur elec-
tion expenses would be about half what they
are. It i» ridiculous for one man to run the

primaries, making all this expense for nuths

Ing. But the leaders: have got to go at it in
& practical way (o prevent strife and ruin
the chances of the party at election, The
muss of voters cannot do it themselves with
out Agbting among themselver, but they are
willing to do am thelr chosen leaders, thelf
representatives, carefully work up, and in the
case of this Mayorality fight it is ull done In
the open, no closed door proposition, For in-
stance, for myself 1 prefer the Mayor to ba
one of the ories hefore memioned, and my first,
second and third choice. ete, would be in the
ordor mentioned. But now that the leadery
have wisely golten together and selsoted
Thomus B. S#mith, a good man, who certainly
ran the Philudelphla Postoffice better than it
hus been conducted lately, I am giad it s »oy,
and after election can say “We licked "em.’
BOUTH PHILADELPHIA VOTER.
Phlladelphia, SBoptember 2.

ART

Nobody has yet been able to define ar cors
rectly, because every concoeption of art differs
with the Individual. Nobody really knows what
truth s, yet art is sald to be truth plus pers
sonality. Personality itself is our most incoms
prehensible enlgma,

Art must poesess u supreme and constantly
Increasing interest. The best and most unfalls
Ing test of art s when it endures. Time, thers.
fore, s Inim it

'y to pr
pleces turned out overnight
trusted.

The trus artist s, thersfore,
be unknown. Time crowns him
one hand and destroys him with the other.—Life,

THE NATIONAL POINT OF VIEW

It I8 an excellont thing to have s President
who thinks with his brain and not with his
lungs.—~New York World,

The United States has stood not only for it-
self, But for wll other neutrals and for hue

manity, and it now is the suctessful champlon
Iaurels as glorious s ANy
Trans-

and entifled to wear

:ll:‘at‘un be obtained In the war.—Boston
pt.

It in proposed in the amendments offered in
the New York "concon,” that the 163 State
departments and oo be concentrated
into 1T exocutlive departments. Al
in "t“ n;:umﬂmuln in favor of
ment; a little dinky, wself-serving politie-
lane are against 1t—Ohio Blate Journul.

What mey be termed the “ditohi
Harnes- type of politieal
l-!::“:l‘ Mﬂm: ml..n .n':h. loader. Milha

ven slgn. o people are roady t0
hear and to follow the leaders who make that
1-&.: t.hc'i‘: own, 'l;nruln ready in New York:
Y are ready linols; they are
throughout the - netion. —Chicago runuld.
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