THE EVENING LEDGER PHOTOPLAY SECTION, SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 1915

Movie Business Good

By DAVID BARIST

Tha shuiting down of a number of ple-
ture theatres in Philadelphia In the last

year, owing to lack of business, represent- .

ing o condition that Is pretty nearly gen-
eral throughout the country, has raised
the question whether the popularity of
the moving picture business is on the de-
cline,

In one of its weekly issues recently a
prominent theatre journal pictured a
ruther gloomy outlook for the entire tim
business, declaring that many pleture the-
atres pre operating at a lusa and that
there s o “smash™ coming.

This wview will probiably coinelds with |
those of the saloonkeepérs, wha trace |

their loss of bDusiness to the Increase In
film theatres, and the members of the le-
gitimate profession, who {ind in the movie
theatre a competitor that has grown Lo
serlous proportions

The brief history of the flm businesa
rondition of ¢ yarative obscur-
irs agu Lo the distinction of be-
ing the third larzest
U'nited Siates today s one of the miracles
of the century., In the rapid development
of the paraphernalin used In its projec-
tion, in the marked [mprovement in the
excellence of its productions and in Its
wonderful increase In the faver of all
classes the molion pietore defiez com-
parison with any similar event or inven-
tlon. And almost all of its success has
been achieved in the short space of 10
Yoars.

The present commercial unrest in the
film bLusiness is not due to any poblie
apathy to the motion picture, but to the
fact that there are too many theatres
now operating and too many flm com-
pantes producing. There Is no diminu-
tion in the public Interest in the moviea
On the contrary, the general increass in
oxcollence In feature pictures hus added
muny new devoteesa to the screen dramn
A change In existing conditions, however,
mist take place Theatres that have been
operating at A losa since built must close
definitely, shifting their businesa to the
nearest competitors. Theatre rentals,
which in many instances are absundly
high, must be reduced The cost of big
feature productions, for which there is a
great demand at present, must be lowerad

The movia business is destined for a
great ern aof prosperity. So far only the
amusement end of It has been properly
exploited. Most informed persons are
agreed that it in only a question of time
before the picture machine will be uni-
versally used In the schools for Instruc-
tiva purposes. This prosperity will not
come, however, before a general shakeup
has taken place. A number of theatres
will closa up In the next year or twog
prices of admission will be changed; the
number of reels per show at 5 centa re-
duced; the cost of flms lowered: and
other such changes occur that will make
for the good of the third largest industry
In the United States.

CARLYLE BLACKWELL MOVES

Screen devotees from coust to const will
be interested in the news that Carlyle
Flackwell has sizned a Lasky contract,
and will appear as leading man with Ing
Clalre in the fortheoming Lasky e
leases.

Cabbages can’t
smell like roses
but

the air in your theatre will
he sweet if you use

Coro Noleum

( Disinfectant)
For freshening the air in all
Auditoriums, Theatres,
Halls, Moving Picture
Theatres, Schools, Lodge
Rooms, ete.
Free Sample on Request

West Disinfecting Co.

1303 Race Street, Phila., Pa.
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UNCLE SAM'S NAVY .=

i proaminent theatrical managsr toid ma

Industey in the |

| that Noahk was ahead of me by many
| thousands of years and that [ was trying |
| to steal his copyright |

In the fist verss of the ninth chapter of |

Genesals, 1 discovered that the theatrical |
manager was correct, for, in speaking of
| Noah It says: “And he drank of the |
wine, and was drunien.

FProfemlonally speaking, I have been
| “drunk™ for the lmar dozen years Not
| from choice, understand me, but b-.-.:am.-el

the publle liked me In the role I creuted,
| nnd there has been such n demand 1o ses
me “inebriated™ that I huve continued in
this condition ever since. [

Back In England In 9 Fred Karne

produced a vaudeville act that s known

[ to every theatrical patron in the world
It wans first called “Twice Nightiy"™ . later,
“Tha Humming Binds " In this countiry

it was known as “"A Night in an English
Music Hall,™ and I played the part of
| the drunk in the boxx This act was

ployed In almost every wonntry in the
world. Later both Billy Richie and
Chatles Chaplin piayed in the role I
created.

Not long ago Ritchic, Chaplin and 1
bad a sort of & three-comered debate over
this part, and I offered o wigdr JINO thar
I was the original drunk, and hers old
Noah comes along and s entitied to the
MOney.

TE—— Iz was whils I was playing in the Zieg-

BESSIE EYTON fold's ‘“Midnight ;';Hlu“ on Lhe Amster-

O T dam Roof that . Lubln aaked me to

Of the Selig Players. join his company and appear in come-
— - ——————— | dlew.

. . People often askk me if I don't injure

“I'm the Original Drunk,® |myser in some of the falls I take 1|

syps rarely hurt myself, even when [ fall

SR)’S Billie Resves down & long flght of stairs backwards. |

. -y . It's all in the training. I was tsught to

By BILLIE REEVES {snd on Almost any portion of my body

I am tha original drunk without Injuring myself. In the type of

At least I thought [ was ths original | work I do I bellove the screen gives me

drunk until & short whils ago, when a | & much wider opportunity than the stage

]

I rarely spoks = !ne on the =

| which ws should all be thankfui, so

pletures [ do not miss the
I have been playing asilly
iong time now, but thers la
said about It T Bave made a stccess
it and [ have left a lot of Inoghs behind

good time, be's accomplished = Utile
something In the general schemes of
things.

N

Mary Pickford

Favorite

Photoplayers’
Photographs

HANDSOMELY COLORED OE PLADN
FOR SALE BY

Calehuff Supply Co., Inc.

Race and 13th Streets
Philadelphia, Pa.
SEND FOR LIST OF SUJRCTS

Lail Phone Krpsteme Plone
Waimal 5584 Race 1370

\'  Will Tell You How

®;__ sy

—

¥ lz)o‘,aooo,ogo P?lovie Fans
' h—" mand New Faces,
S NewTalents, New Personalities

Fortunes For Movie Stars e g
Movie acting offers enormous rewards t8 those
who succeed. It is an avenne to big earnings that
is open to all kinds of people. Ome young girl who
as

I
s

is making over $100,000 a year was not earning

many pennies a few months ago. Movie stars have  will enjoy a tremend
come from all walks of life, from the other pro- tatored .
fessions, the offices, the factories and from behind chance ro

o the counters of stores. k

g’ Movie acting does not i . Jim Cruze

ire stage
Many of its most ' stl:: had no
training in acting Some biggest
favorites jumped from the obscurity of private life
to stardom almost over night
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