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CHAPTER XVI—(Cantinted).

“1 doped that out tonight.”' he atuted.
*I¢'s got all the fanoy lugs you sapoke
abotit yesterdny. Waver don't want to
well ft. T just asked him,"

She laughed aguln, oven in tha midst
of har rlaing anger

“You won't need a housa'' eshe In.
formed him, really glonting ovar his com-
ing downfall. “You've run the waorld
HQong enough. Wa're Eoing to stop you-—

& Bert and 1.”
B He favored her with a sample of the
B laugh which his politiesl ensmiss naver
i " heard without a shiver, and he turned
ypon her eyves which were freczing In
elr Insolent contempt, not of her par-
ticulariy, but of averything.

“'Quit  bluMng.”" he protested L )
‘mll-lo

“Nor am 1! she hotly retorted.
have broken Bert, an you promiand,
he will break you!"

C *I'm owalting,”’ he ¢
protty Bert? Boused?™
- Bhe jumped from her seat, She senrclied
8 wildly for some vetort, but could not
find It
“Pon‘t get sore, Molly," he kindly ad-
wited her. T don't want to lend yvou up
to any more trouble, but 1 will If 1T have
to. You can’'t marry Bert You're too
amart a woman. Ten years from now
& he'll eattle around at vour slde
L drled pea.”

“That's one thing vou chh’t dictite!”
she furiously told him, stunding tall and
stralght, with clenched fata, in the moon-
light. He again commended hin cholés as

L he looked nt her. “I'll be Bert's wife in
L less than a month.'” _

She laft him in ponderous contemplias-

ton of her on the settes nnd hurried into
stira houmse, with a hali-formed plan of
" going home and sending Dicky Reynolds
or mome one In asarch of Bert, but the
Muavor met her, and had Introduced her
5 to Lord Bunnchase, and sent her in the
" direction of the ballroom on that titled
gentleman's arm, befors the quite knaw
f *wliat was happening to her,

Lord Bunnchase wos o yellow-mug-
. tuoled man, with a particularly surly
face, who spraddied atiftfly through o two-
stop with her and made thres remarks,
‘cansisting of three separate npologies for
L bumping her Inta other dancers, but in
| spite of the fact that he was the least
B distinguished looking of any of the gen-
~ tlemen on the floor, Molly notlced, with a
b glstinctly uncomfortable feeling, that not
" only were the eyes of all the dancers
fooused on them, but that the nop-dancers
suddenly thronged the doorways and the

balconies und never atopped staring
' With A einking heart she realizod once
& more the Impertinent organtzation moeth-
L ode of Sledge. who had stage-monnged
" this whole affair fo that the identity of
B Lord Bunnchase shouid not be known
Aintil yha was on the floor with him, thus

gV Ner the acute centte of the utage
- Bledge
of her

“You
Now

urkled,  “Where's

was bound to give her the timo
= Hfa confound him! .

CMAPTER XVII
. nust off the Governor's stuffed leisther
WUbrary was o small room, with a hard
' mnd wlx hard chalrs, and a hard-
S loaking letter file, and 4 hard, fire-proof
D 'paie let into the wall, and here, while
TR Bunnchase led Molly Marley
the paces of a hard two-step,
Baovernor Waver and Senator Allerton,
i Hledge, and Frank Marley gathered
 for & few moments of romfortable chat,
gt as elderly gentlemen love to in-
g&. in while frivoloys younger people
dants the fAying hours away, All four
Aing gentlemen who, by the consent of
¥ xue public, bore the grave responsibiiity
L of the public welfare on thelr shoulders,
4t was not strange that their chat phould
" turn to public affairs.
~ ST am Eiad to be ldentified with the en-
b perprive,’’ avowed Siate Senator Allerton,
‘who wits a suave clean-faced Bentleman,
with a good forehead and a quite nego-
tigble tongue. At the sams time, as
El -“'-. I am privately concerned, I can
regnid it as a temporary invemt.
L33
"Why tomporary?" demanded Frank
U Mariey, who wan feeling partloularly ca-
)E"‘\" this evening.
Bt BTN worth of

ntreat TaRllway

Kt

ke a |

moek had besn Inereased to (92000 He
WAN (0 have BTAD cash out of the ni
divideg surplus of the old company, and
hin daughter, Mallv, war the momt popu
EIFl at the ball "The
Mrent rallway company has always mada
monay, neader  additional
transporinfion facilities. Wa have reached
the nermal period of axténsien, and 1T do
not =an what 18 ta prevent up from Himit-

lar bovarnors

and the oliy

lawn prosperity’

"The franciiives,” Hennlor Allerton re-
minded him *Nour present permits
have leas than filve yeara (o run,’

“I have never had any trouble in havs ]

obhiscted Mariay
his managemant

ing Mhem renewed
priding himself on

“Times are chaneing,” sighad Allerton
“"There Ip 0 growing disposition on the
Rt of the publle te elinrks publie pervice
corporatione for the use of public prop:
erty

““The people are ungraisful,’” mourned
Gevernn: Waver, whn had enriehed Him-
welf throtugh farniehing electrie 1ight, =t
his own price, too o public which had
s nathing better than gas “The
moment they ser n profit on thair fuxu
rien the want part of It An undivided
purpius uch as the strent car compnns
hias hired, ik o conrtant manace

hat war a einking fund Tor exien
Kionm Wnd Improvements,’ Alarins res
minded him “The etockbiolders had no
rigght to ask for a di¥ision of It

“They would, If we had not put e
af harm's rond.” Insisted the Gavernor
*That much har been maved fto thoe men
who really sarmed It hut 1 shoitid net
e to e a similar profit axposed
my mind, a T per cent. dlvidend
oven worse folly."

“it miver canfidence In the stoek.”
nrgusd Marley. “The pubile would never |
ba a0 enzer to take upn thin new |nste
If It hid not been for that 7 per cent
dividend ™

"That's what 1t was for,' Interpolated
Sledge, looking out of ths window (nto
tha sunken garden, and vainly hunting
tha hnnd-hols in the gate

“Tt haas served |t purposs’ granted
Allerton, "hut taxpavers are hecoming
greedy. TWhetnt they nos tha stockholders
of m publle corporation malking 7 per
eent. they want pome of It, and try to
maka the corporations pay part of their |
thixen In eavery clty of Importancs the |
vaters nra demanding pay for strant i.‘nr|
franchises, and makine the strest rall-

companies, (o addition, hear half
t nf all strest Improvemants'
n bad outipok,” nsreed Governor

“Frankly, an soon na T Tecelve
my new Isee of stook, T shall have |t
quietly placed an mnle*

Mnarley looked at him irdignantly

“Why. the streel raflway company (s
enteringe  on the gTentest period of
nroaperity in it career" he asserted
Thare'll ha no trouble about I"r-lur'h‘n-:a.l
The ety In wild te have the Improve- |
ments, and must hnve them.™ |

Allarton lookiad at him wonderinels

“Waver |5 right.," he stated. *'1 shall |
=ell my own stock, and I'll venture to say
thiut Sledee has alrendy mnde silept ar-
rangements for disposing of his o yvou
know thnt the franchises nt presant
granted in thig State nre revacadle, and
that It 18 not paagible (o gecurs one
which s pasitively sifo for longer than
e perinde? Whan veu o
renewnl of vour franchises, Marley,
will be met with a demand for pay,
nnid will have other resirictions imposed
on vou. Our pressit franchise faw, In
view af the pubilie tenidency, is a bhad ann
for Investors.'

‘Let’n Ax it

't afrald
Allerion

“Not for u new gag,’' dissented Sledga
“A new one can be put over quick."

“T faney that thera should he protec-
tion somoewhere.” opined the Governaor
“No motter what changes in public sentl-
ment, the nvesting class, upon which the
public dupends for prosperity, must al-
wave be protected '

“Aut how ™' Inquired
“Mow. In this particalar

Hend “em oft,” grunted
keeping mock.'”

“I'd be gind to hold mine,” stited the
Senntor, “But how |5 it to be mode of
alus™'

up to Sledge replind,

Figura It out, and see me to-
MOFTOW Marley, T want to talk to veou*

Mr, Marley, toduy i min worth over
a third ‘'of n million dollare In the sireert
rullway stock alone, nrose. In offended
dignity He woas o trifle too important
too capable and too wealthy 10 be orderad
about ke a messenger boy, by n man
whe might shortly be a convieted erimi- |
nul, Moelly had arranged an interview
between her futher aml Bert on the
rrevious afternoon, and My, Marley, alsn, I
now knew a tning or two

ST would suggest tomorrow.” he stated |
coldly “iI ghould murch prefer to talk
with vou during buslnesa hours.™

"This ain't business,” eald Sledge, lead- |
ing the way Into the library, whera he
took a sext in an aleove

Murley followed him reluctant]y,

O it s my family affales—" he begnn !
in protest |

“8it down,'"” directed Sledge, "Bert Gli-
der has bheen making threats agalnat |
me"

“Han he?” inquired Murley nnn-c‘nm-1
mittally

“Tell him to
ordered Sledge

“Really, dr, Sledge, I don't ses Where
1 cun Interfere.'” reproved Mr., Marley
“The matter 18 antirely betwesn vou and
Bert)'

"He's «u
Sledre

“Yeu," acknowledygesd
that he could aford® to scknowledge It
now thiat the stregt car reorgunization
hid gone beyond tha point where Sladge |
could stop (L

“How about this marrings with Molly ™

“That's Molly's affalr,' stated Marley
stifny

“You know he's broke, don't yvou™

“§ heard somsthing of the sort,' ad-
mitted Marley. ‘He's a clavar young ma, ]'
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howaver, and unti!

again, 1 have monay emough for both.'
“You won't stop It then?"

not,"”’

he geta

“Clortalnly dacinred Marluy

thit ha

degres, In-

tal for courags out of the foo
could not, in the slightest
fluenee Molly. “I might, perhaps, prefer a
more brllllant mateh for Molly, but T do
not need to make it a matter of maonely,
nnd there is no bettar fumily In AZaerica
than Hert's, The Marviand Oliders
the oldest and best gtock Ih this country.
Moreover., nbove all thinge, 1 wish to e
my daughter happy.'”

8o do 1" anwertad Sledee
she can’'t murry this pinheagt
myself."

“Molly hazs made he
her fathsr firmly

*'So yvou lny down, oh™"°

I decline to intarfere’

“Making Bert n bum cute no |dn

“His temporary financial condition hus
no bearing In the matter 1 should feel
humilinted to think that T Had nllowed
that trifiing conslderntion o bhe a tor, "

‘Hunh!™ grunted | Sledee “You ot
enoiigh far both, eh™"’

“Quite enough.” and Marley reflected,
with a pleasant feallng of superiority,
upon the moment soon to come, whan thia
political and commerct] bully would be
eringing

“*Then watch out for
Bledge, wnd riging, wnlled
drnwing-rooms

He found Molly quite busy, but since she
was occupled with o State Representa-
tive, and o local millionatee, and the
Mupyvor, ntud the vounz champion of tjie
tannte playvers’ club, he borrowed her

She was astounded 1o see how they
melted before him, and almost had o feel-
ing of wildly elutching tha cont tuils
of the Mayor, whom she heartily dliked

“I'm sorry for vou, Molly,"" Sledge told

nre

“That's why
tdeclarerd

chales

Vour syve

ot

wArn~l
into

nt

her ns he pre-empted the piano nicove, *'7 |

g0t to hand you another lulr

“You're a fust worler she complis
mented him. “Bur veu'll have to
faater. 1 Just gave Wille Walters n
af the eplandld newe we arg to hove for
the Blade, and he v tiekled to dewth,'

"Good work! upplauded  Sledge "y
want that pulled gulok,

Molly smilerd

“All right, go ns far as
confidentiy invited him Wa'll sen
worat of It. By tha way,
be you wouldn't mind telling o
Jolt' T um to receive.’

Sledge chuckled

"Your dad suve
8 n bum.*”

‘He lan't!” she hotly denfed

"Your dad's 0 game sport, He aave he
has enough money for horh,'

“Good for daddy!” che cried, delighted.

“Sure!' grunted Eledge “I'm goann
break him, too'

work

{ you lka' alie
who
miy

i the new

ha don't care It BHert

CHAPTER
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hoss, met with the reduft of stony sl-
lence, and sat down In his favorite news-
paper corner, with his erusted brown
derby Jammed down to hia ra and his
inch-long wtih of clgar puckered tightly
In ut the corner of his wrinkled lips
where it looked, nt a distan ke a
speck of black rot In o dusty potato
Doe had digasted, condensed and pue-
veyed newns to the big rhief so long that
he felt a proprietorship In that departs
mant, and was Justly offended when Tom
Bandlx caoma in o few minutas later,
“What's the matter with Sledge
morning™" snarled Doe,
“"How do 1 know? Iimmedintely gnarisd
Berulix "1 don't #leep with him.**
"He'sn gor o grouch on Lhim o
thick complained Do “He gave
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v
T THERS 1N A TOURSOMIE  will @SEATL
Eu'}n? HEAR VG YBU RELATE HOW You Do 1T

thrpugh me, withonut #ven a grunt"

TN tell Sledgo he'd better bie careful,”
enreastionlly Rendlix, “Wall,
Kolly, what do vou want?”'

Schooner Kelley, who wans affiicied with
pink peronninl  thirst
atopped seratching,

“Twno bite.,” he stated,
elarits SWhat's the matter with
Ben ™

“ilo'm testhing,” replied Bendix, pro-

dueing the denired two blig, without which
would be A riuigances for

camimented

whiskers and a

with admirable
Rig

Sehotner Kelley
hourk tn come

A low:browed thug, with a long and

wide senr sunk in one cheek, drew Bendix |
| myater|
|
|

asjde

“The Dutchman down in the 8th Ward
hne ferited his back raom to tha Hazelnut
Club,” he stated

“Wall?" Inquired Bendix

“Well, the Hazelnut Club has Charley
Atwood for s president and Charley s
a brother<in-law of Purcell.”

Sl ppe Enld Bendlx T supposs Duteh

| KIein knew 1

“The Cameron picture's down off his
back bar'

“Tell him you told me"™
welghing the malter cnrefully
siiph triNes was polltienl control
sLrycted,

‘15 that the warst newsn 1 ean carry '
demanded the athet, disappointad

If there's any
witen the Wwagon
Bendix drevly

“All right, captaln' agreed the tale-
beater. “Say, can you slip me an ace!

Bendix #ipped him an ace from o fund
provided for that purpose,

“Thanka!" sald the thug. “Sayv,
the matier with Sledge?”

“None of your business!"”
with. o wondering gmlance Rt the
back room, and he waded through the

ial morning line-up with that wondery
growing on him. The actionn and benring
of Sledge varled by 50 t a1 a hair's
brendth from day to day that n notable
variation meant samething

ind Bledge standing up. ahd then
¢ that thers wal mething In the

advived Bendix,
for of
oon-

backs up!™ responded

whut'a

snapped Hen-

wind
ot
Hey
phe
“Cet Davis,"

Bledge,
1o the

RBozzam!' directed
went stralght out tale
direcred Sledge when
pirs
ing somebody, hurried out to the tele-
phone agaln
“Get Feeder!” was the next order. Ben-
dix ulmost whistled as he hiurried out to
lacate by telephone the ex-County Trense
urer, who for two vears had been draw-
ing w handsome salary from Sledgs for
keeping hin mouth shut chout the public
fundy scanda]
“Get Gally!™ rumbled Bledge, who had
not moved from hls contempintive post
by the window, and Bendlx, Keeping his
growing wonder to himself and replying
with a shrug to the soberly questloning
glance of the concerned Phil, telephoned
for the Sledge leader in the City Council
Sledge, having sent for everybody ha
was sitting more quletly In hin
1T chalr when Bendix returned
from his last trip, nnd was looklhg with
his usunl stolldness out of the window,
after having donned the fresh red rose,
which he put on religiously thres times
u day #ince he had met Molly Marley.
“Councll meeting this afternoon?™' ha
naked. “'Two-thirty,"” answered Bendix
“How much of the stock s subscribed
in the reorganized street rallway?"’
“Hundred and elghty-five thousand, I
got the report just befors 1 came over*
“(ot ours on tha market. Gum-shoe
snles, bt do It quick.'
“Who's to ba gonked-Marley ™ guesssd
Bendix
“"The limiL" sssented Sledge. “Bandix,
whiat's the warst they could hand me on
that public funds cnse?™"
“Two or threa vears,

If thay pgot you

cold  turn-down, Walked ntralght § golng.” judged Bendix, “That's :‘lnn-l[

now, haweve
“I1's back."

“Hig Faeder bern
Sledge nodded,
"Whey knows anvthing™'
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| “Hunh!"
sclous Imitat
| you golng to
“Call e
“You don't
| down!"" prot

afford It, with Lansdale and Blake on the
Judge Lansdate egpeclally would
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part with hia
Inte vou,"”
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“Wa've tried
thing on him.
don't think It

and elghed.

cept the Dist
but wes prom
ernor.”
"Give |t
his
“You promi

| emphasia,
worsa we'll send (v out |
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and |
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name."*
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ing slightly
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“CGiood work
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fibnu
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Loy Scouts

the Holy Communlon, ¥th and Wharton
will net s escort at the funeral
of 0-veur-old Albert Wall, of 2M2 Whar-

ton streat, a
who will ba
at Mount

gcrawdrive
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