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Inscription,
+ whule t8 p clie to a hidden fortune,
connadilon with which In n paper frea-

gk her fAthor (ront wus ileton of awindiing,

L inatnting  that he =il help  Mise
: %II:FU‘.:!I: 'lu the foriune which I8 vight-
confesses hin love for her.

e,
i‘nlillglmu-nmn tmperantstes a lawyer acting
for the firm which hans tho wecond  bius
am-kiu ard attempts o get the Inseription
fom Miss Dallantyne's buckle, but la re-
fused.  Ein villainy in discovared when thae
» redl lawyver appoars.

CHAPTER XVIiI—(Continued).

The words wera ittered almost In the
fona of nqulct command, Miss Balantyne
¥ ng to her feat, her handa clasped
apinst her breant.

Wpgrdon me, =it down pleass, and liear
mo out.” He had not rissn; and the glirl,
amost agninst har will, sat down agaln,

& "Wl am & man, na you know, of wide In-
o fluonice and some success In the, world of
| burineds. 1 lhave made my siiceess by
“paver deviating from the path T have
fald out. While others hiwve hesitated, I

" pave kone stradght nhead, turning nelther
~ 8 ‘t'l,n the right nor to the left, until I have
*obtnined what 1 sought. 1 tell this not
o bonst, but In order that you may know
with what =sort of man you have to
§ - denl.’”

N He paused a moment, and she found
nt fo time to sy, somewhat {ronlcally:
e o WYou seem to regard this as merely an-

_other buginess matter, sir!"

“Yes, and no' ho answered, quletly.

X wRat 1 want you to see how essential is
my Influence to your cause, 1 ean com=

‘mml unlimited Mnancial support, which
‘will assure you of muccess. My knowl-
‘edge of this matter, no leas than my
standing, will be nbsolutely Invaluable to

" you, 'Phink what {t means, my dear Miss

N Ballantyne. J, Baron Helderman s not
acctistomed 1o making such offers s
_this: nor is he accustomed to being re-
fured!”

wNor (5 Wihelminn Ballantyne accus-
‘tomed 1o being brrgained for, llke so
‘much bank stock!" retorted the girl,

As she confronted him with scornful,
fushing cyes, Helderman far from belng
repelled seemed to be attracted all the
more. 1t 1 the charm of the unattain-
able which makes the prized object all

| iha dearer,

M erave your pardon for spesking ot
tho—practical side, first,’” he mald, In low
sarnost tones, hending toward her. "“"We

" mien of affalys nre too apt to forget that

iy "y love thit makes the world go round.

Wil you give me credit for sincerity
¥ whent 1 sy that ever since I first saw
you, on the Gothle, I have hoped and
worked and longed for the moment when
1 1 could pour out my heart to you! My
desire to cerve you s but a part of this

L expiession. 1 love vou, as I never loved
| gold, or power—aw 1 never belleved it
possible to love many woman!

" “Btop, Mr. Helderman! Do you think
It 1% quite honorable to make a business

| engagement the pretext for any such
"mvowal ou this?"”

“fan vou not belleve me' he pleaded.
& Looking at his fervent, adoring eyea,
Ithe girl Jelt with the swift instinct of
> Wmanlm’ul that he was telling the truth
‘About his passlon, however she might
:dt_;uul hig other protensions. And granted

| ‘Wiz premise, he was o man guite des-

| ‘perale enough to go to any extromes—
‘e¥en to the betraying of the other wom-

i ‘an, If she were hia fecomplice—to the

| furnishing of his desires. She resolved

{ ohca more to bo cautious, to temporize,

i "You—you would not expect me to give

i 30U @ definlte anawer tonight, Mr, Hel-

4 derman—unless |t wers a negatlve on?—"
YAl any other time, 1 should not be so0

L “mrgent,’” he replied, nlmosat flercely, ‘‘But
‘8 great meny things hang upon your de-

. - elalon, "

< _"Do you mean to—threaten me, Mr

“Helderman 7"

Y "By no meanws, child~but you need pro-
Aeetlon right now—this weelk!'

“Why, I am not so alone, so helpless
M8 you would Infer!" she blaxed up.
HThere 18 my father—and—and—"

“Tha precious Mr. Rutherford!" he
Mbeered, *'Your father does not dare ap-
Pear In this metter, He s suspected of
W perlous erime—""

"What do you mean, sir!”

. The young woman had drawn herself
her full height, and was looking at

Mm In & biaze of indignation,

Why I mean—if you must know-—a

Merioun smuggling plot. And Mr, Cralg

Rotherford ts wlso being tralled by Gov-

Smment detectlves—''

C“False! As false In the one case &
the othep!™

L L sho stormed.
5 “Ah! You mre quite a champlon of hls,
d " Bee! Hut the voung man—does he—ah,

R your trust)”
It was a4 chance thrust, but a home
Mhrust. The girl could only reply by tap-
K & little bell. Sophle appeared at the

“Mr, Helderman cannot be detalned
- —_—
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;"l‘ha Red Mouse,

longer thia evening, 2ophie, Wil you
Rindly tee him have His hat and doat "

XVt
EHOWING THE USHFULNEES OF AN
ALIBL
When Ruthetfard agaln opend hin eyes
to n dull, Inmintant senise of suffering, (i
wns broad daviighit, Sonme one was st
Kneading hin tortured franie peraistantly,
“Helderrinn, yvou davil,
manded, hoarsely

“Keosp atlil" wald o volee of authority

Cralg (risd to turt, to =ee Who It was
that spoke, and n tenting pallt ke (e
tuinting of a thres-cornerod Knlfe i tha
middla of his back wnearly threw him
Agaln  Into  unconscltusnose In spite
of I, he vainly tried to rise, to lesp ot
thin man's throat and eénd It mll, Any-
thing was better than to submit to being
played with, 1ike a mousa In the clutches
af i hungry cat.

“"Heep utill, 1 tell you, or T shan't be
answerable for the conasquences’’

Rutherfurd peered up through the duze
of paln The muan who bent over him
hnd n dark benrd.

“Heldorman—you scoindrel!'” he ganpal,

“No, Pritchard=the surgeon,'" retorted
the other man, “Now, lsten to me! If
you don't stop tossing about untll 1 ind
out whal's the matter with yeu, 1t wijl
ho all up with you about sever walking
agaln.'

Rutherford subsided with n fecling of
utter mipery that eoven dominated his
agony, He could stand a certaln amount
of paln, but the possibllity of Leing i
holpless cripple wis too much for his
prasent endurance. It wan the snme nlters
native he had fuced, that dark day after
the aceldent on the fleld, and the paln
thdt now tore and mhot through him was
frighttully like the othaer,

“You're pretty well done up,'’ the wir-
Eeon observed, as much to himself as to
his patfent, aftec o serles of investiga-
tlong which seemed to the vietim like an
Inquisition.

“It'& In the old place,” muttered Cralg—
then he added savegely, “but 1 will get
well—I will walk!"

“Good fur you! 1
sald the doctor,

Cralg breathed heavily, then he inhaled
agitin and turned his even toward the
priactitioner,

"\fon using chloroform on me?”

“'No—some one beat me to It, and has
split all the bottle on your man here.”

""Gooley?" exclalmed the sufferer nnx-
lously. *“'Hello, Mike!""

For answer, Mike lfted up o gick-look-
Ing countenance. then struggled to his
fect, galuted, and collnpsed back Into his
chadr,

“*Whoever It wars, he made & thorough
Jub of it," observed Pritchard,

Cralg nodded woeakly,

"It you don't mind,'. he sald, "I'd llke
You to eall my regular physiclan 1o help
you on my case, He pulled me through
before, and knows all about my kinks '

"Good iden," suld tle surgeon. And see-
ing thut Mike wus in no lnimedlate cond|-
tlon to be of service, he paused from lils
tnbors long enough to telephone us Cralg
directed. This done, he proceeded with o
trentment which Cralg reallzed was skfi-
ful nnd intelligent, If palnful, 1t was @
asevere but sclentific maesnge, and ua He
continued the strenuous work, his patlent
felt In his bones—Hterally speaking—tnat
the harm he had suffored was not so
serlous as he had feared

The physlelan, too, grew cheerful as he
wurked. Finally he ceased hls mauling
long enough for Cralg to ask u question
that had long been In his mind, but he
had not brewth snough to nrtleulate

"The clerk sent you up, 1 suppose?*

"Oh, no!" the doctor replied, golng after
the loft wrist of his patient, He didn't
know anything about it

"Then who?" Cralg waa sparing of his
breuth,

"“Some ¢ne phored for me to come at
once.""

“Who?'

“It wins a woman's voice."

“A woman!'

""Oh, you bachelora!
nt least one womnan
about your welfure!*

"But no woman could have known—
that I was hurt!” puzzled Cralg. “‘Look
here, doctor, when did you get the mos-
Baga?"

At A quarter of J~but T dldn’t go biuck
to bed, as she Insisted that I come at
onee."’

A quarter of 3! CUralg seemed to hear
bgain the dull boom of the blg clock, ns
it chimed out the hour of 2 That was
Just three-quarters of an hour later!

atop!" he vom-

like your spunk!"

You always have
keenly concerned

“Didn't the lady glve sou her ninme™
he perslsted.
*Yen, but I didn't get it clearly. I have

the Impression that it was Valentine,'
"Val—-1"
Crolg's Jaw dropped, leaving the name

A BAFFLING MYSTERY AND BREATHLESS TALE OF
By WILLIAM HAMILTON OSBORNE
" “The Running Fight,” “Catspaw,” Ete.

ADVENTURE

NN Ished He  groaned, suffefing  Ih
mind and bhodsy Now he knew why he
hod been attacked Helderman had come
o senreh Win 'rooms and his person, for
the neckince ap the buekle—or hoth—and,
worst of all, with the connivance of &
wornnn who, he had falt more than ones,
Was deosving him! And moreovar, she
WAR wo closely advised of all Helderman's
movaments, thot she wan actually able to
rummon & doctor for him vietim, inslde
the hoir! The fack that she took the
trouble to summon nid was mighty poor
cormitort]

The physiclan must Hava sten hile an-
gulsh of body and soul, for he mixed &
sleeping drsught and gave it to Craig.
Under fta influence he pank into a trous
bled but restful slumber,

It wan midafiernoon whon he awole.
Mika was sltting by hi=z bed, and now
Etinhed broadly.

::mnn. MIko, yourself ngaln?”

Surn. sor, and hoplng you are erjoy-
Ing the simoe Besslng!*

VO, T'Il be better, after 1'va had somae-
thing fiot to drink, A nything #lse hap-
peted 2
SOt Just like the last, thanks be—but
two men called this morning, who wern
ANXIous to mee you, and when thay found

out how bungsd up you were, they eald
thes'd coma back later, sor.'* ¥
“The secret service men ngain, Miks.

I wish I weren't so popular!"

Tt was, In troth, the seeprst nervice men
Who called the next morning, but not the
Imitation ofies whom Crafg had tn mind.
Gaooley ushered them In about 10 o clock,
ard Uned them wp It the bedroom, whers
hin master could ses them without turn-
In@ s hend. Althongh Cralg was much
better than he had halleved he could he,
soon after Lhe Lorrible twist to his spine,
he wan still not inellned to exertion, But
he was pleassd with hin visitors,

“"Hello, Crowder!" he groeted one of
the twoe men. “I'm folly glad you've
come."

“I'm glnd to be hers, sir, but sorry vou
are lafd up' the detective responded.
“Thin Is Mr. Sims, HHe kKnows you, al-
though you don't know him."

Craig nodded and looked mora clogely
at the other man, He ncknowedged that
he did not remember to have seen him
before,

“Ha'a one of nx' commented Crowder,

“Another one!" gmaned Cralg, “An-
other fellow to teall you neound and hide
behind lamp-posts and hit you on the
back of tha head! Oh, Lord!™ He was
just {1l enough to be garrulous.

"Come. come!" lnughed Crowder,
arn confusing us with the phony kind
again! This & a Rgenulne, simon-pure
article! But, If It's any satisfaction 1o
you, we'se about quit tralling vou, We'rn
on a much hotter scent. Now we'd like
to nrk you n few questions nbout—*"

"About night hefors last? About Helder-
man?' Cralg Interrupted, trying to sit
up, and sinking back ngain,

“Keep richt, Mr. Rutherford, and don't
hurt yourself agaln. Wo would not
trouble you today, but we hiave to, Yes,
wo have eome to tnlk to you—pbout
Heldorman. '

Crowder wng regarding him  with n
shrewd look which masked conslderable
surnrise.

Rutherford relaxed on his pillow,
had sald more than Crowder seamed
willing to recognize. He would wait and
let the detective reveal the purpose of
his visit,

“"Flre awny!" he sald.

"“What about nlght befors last?"' asked
Crowder.

“What do you want to know about
Helderman?'® Cralg avaded.

“Mr., Rutherford, you once told me, in
the presence of Mr. Brookfleld,ut the Bar-
risters’ Club, that Mr, Helderman was .

“You

e

Crowder evidently wna kean upon the
reent .

“The banker told you that this message

Wan Tor the asscret service man on
board?" Crowder continued

Thot's what he sald.”

“Well, Sima here was n special delall,
o board the  Gothle, thotigh 1 dldn't
Kiraw [t at the time."

Himn ahook his head

“I naver got the MessaRe OF ANy Mies-

sagn like ft—and If thers was one thers
wught to hava bean more about thin neck-
lace—and naver heard about such & mes-
geh uiitll 1 got to headguartars.'”

“You msurs of that?' Rutharford da-
manded,

“Positive,” waa the reply,

Rutherford looked at Crowder. “What

do You make of (LT he avked,

YWhy, It's easy,” aMrmed Crowder
“Unlderman (nvented that message out of
the whole cloth! that's wiat 1 told you
at the time. And Sims s right. So long
an Alme didn't anewar, Herlln would have
rent another mensage to be mire. Haldor-
man invented it.'"

“AWhat for?" exclalmed Cralg.

"Wasmn't suspicion directed preily
pointedly at a couple of plssengers on
thnt ship2*

Hutherford wap #llent, e paemod to
pente n dangar Lhat wne dreeping up on
Minn Ballantyne, Tho very fact that he
distrusted her made him the miore wory

of letting mny chance word esscape thit
would fneriminate  her Mistnking Nis
silenes  for n  natural  bewllderment.

Crowder continuod;

“I have sinece learned that n Mr. and
Mrs, Taleott were genernlly helleved to
be the smugiglers, Au It turned out, thay
Hod nothing nbout them that suggested
an evasion of the customn’™

Nutherford was secretly rejolced that
thelr aitiris were at last clear of any lin-

gering doubt in this respect, bl n new
cnuse for wonder presented ltself,

YRut why ahould such a report have
heen cirenlated at all—and who could
have been Interested in (t?" he ques-
tioned.

“It was all part of n ghrewd schema
by vour friend Heldermun. Fle was
afrald the Sacret Sorvigce mean  mighit
have Just such n message, and he started
it on hia own mecount—to divert suspl-
elom—rrom himself!"

“Then Heldorman's a smuggsler?’’ quer-
led Cralg.

T helleve vou,” was the only reply the
Sppret Service man vouchanfed. Then ha
turned and asked, unexpeotedly. “Who
did vou up, Mr, Rutherford?"

“Helderman,™

1t was Crowder's turn to Jump, He
looked at Rutherford quickly, to xee If
this undue excltoment were going to his
henad Hut the slek man looled sane
enongh, and very much in oarnest

“You don't mean that,” sald Crowder,
quintly.

7 Just do!" Cralg afirmed,

“yYou Ny aoff, one minute, brenuse we
puspect Helderman of n big smumeling
game—and In the next broath you accuss
Wim of common, low-down burglnry—for
that's what the clerk downpstales said it
was, How do you mike that out. Mr.
Rutherford?'

It doew seem duser ntul Inconsirtent,
but T don't aceuse Helderman of burglary
fn the common sense of the tarm I
think he's after something he thinks 1
have-—hut he didn't get I3

“Hte entered secrotly?

“vou, He chloroformed my man, and
probably took his key.™

“Your man?' Crowder leaned over to
whisper his auestion,

SMINes an true as ateel” Rutherford

anported.

vWhat time was this?’

“AL Y pelock in the morning,” at-
awered Craly. )

VAL 2 o'clock, night before last?" re-
prtted the Becret Servies man, in un-

disgulsed gstonlshment
“Yeu, 2 o'clock exactly.”
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furnishings that will cause more

Our Display Rooms are stocked
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‘ Fa C t S Versus =

Fallacies

FACT is a real_state of things, FALLACY 1s an appar-
ently genuine but veally illogical statement or argument.

HERE are three Zones—the Frigid, the Torrid and the Tem-

perate.

N the Frigid Zone, men are so benumbed by cold that they accomplish g

little, They huddle together in small villages, content merely to

keep body and soul together. They do no part of the world’s work., They

achieve nothing, for the cold prohibits.

N the Torrid Zone, the blazing sun keeps man's exertions to a mini-
mum. Lassitude and laziness are his portion.

man to work hard—it prohibits,

N

ND so Nature, who does nothing unwisely, placed the Temperate
Zone between the two extremes—the Frigid and the Torrid. The
rate, touches neither extreme! ]

eration in thought, food, drink, action.

gt interferes with his Rights, no less

man who is Tem
Temperance—im

relishes, nor wants, Prohibition,

one.

He believes in true
He neither

AL

For the tropic sun will not permit

N the Temperate Zone, man achieves. Ninety-nine one-hundredths of
all the big, worth-while things in this world have been done by the
man who lived in the Temperate
E does not blow hot or blow cold. He is Temperate in all things.

The elements do not prohibit this, that or the other thing for him.
For, knowing he is Temperate in all things there is no need of Prohibition.

than with his Progress!
T is a FALLACY to think that Prohibition makes for Progress. It is
5 a FACT that the most progressive nations are those that are Tem-
perate!

(The next advertisement will appear Saturday, March 2?!&)
Philadelphia Lager Beer Brewers' Association
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You couldn't have seen a clock-—-"

"No, but T heard one. The Tower clock
striiek two while 1 held him."

Crowder looked again, to wee If Cralg
could be Nighty in his head! But hin ayes
wern clent, and his (ons wos ponltive,

“hen 1t wann't  Heldarman!™  ans
nounved the detective, with anqunl con-
viction.

YHUt It was!  Crlera’s  Just ohe  man
I've ever known that had such o geip”

Crale persiated, vaxad at tha detective's
doubis.

The dther wan smiling
whiat you ate golng by,
grip In the dark!”

“You aesmi to think that such evidencs
wonld ba threwn out of esurt,'” retofted
Cralg. "But 1at me 18]l you, T have mndes
nodtudy of the sihject, and 1 know the
charncterintie grips of men in wrestling,
Just a8 you would know thelr walk or
the 1ones of thelr volee Uinee lhiafors
thin 1 encountered Heldermian's grip, and

WA
i

That's

In i man's

T know peositivels that £ was his this
time airo.”
Nothing could have heen mores coh-

vincing than the manner In which Huth-
erford stated this: but Heth the eecret
sorvice men lsoked Incraduloyus
“At two o'clock, night befors
rald Simms "1 snw  Heldermian  pacing
back and forth before hin window, up
on Riverside Drive. He dld nol leave
the lounn*
YAl he was
ndded Crowder,
Rutharford looked at the two
tives and  they returned his  glance
Neolther doubted the sincerlty of the
other, and yet Cralg was unshaken In
hin convietlon, while he knew that the
two men were nbaolutely set In thelre

It was the tedtimony of o pile of hahds

Innt,"

there lant night,

detee-

agalnet two pales of tralned eyves: and
Crole had the wenme to know that the
average and  physieally-untrained  man
would give dredence (o the oyes

"Whnt were you dolng up there?' ha
neleed

"We're camplng on the fobh, dry nights
nnid wet, just now—T one night, and Simn
the next,” replied Crowder.

“"Phaw!" Cralg whistled.
grtiing pretty warm!"

“Yes, and we're not the only ones,
either, Thera's a bull, « plain-clothen
man, ton, He wants to know my layv,
and I'd liks te know his—but wa don't
find out. T've got my susplelone that the
State of New York is keeping an eye on
him, an well an the United States.'

“Look here, Crowrler, If Helderman |a
under susplelon, T'm golng to make n
complaint nbout this affalr of mine-'

“Pon’'t do i, Mr, Rutherford! Ti'nl
sl everything!

"D yvou think 'm golng to let 1 man
eome here and bent me up, and then go
geot=free? dempnded Crale nodignantly.
“tWhat's ‘avervihing,' anvhow

“Our enso. We haven't mot it auite
where we want It, »yel, Berldes, vou
eouldn’t prove that he attacked vou, |
ktiow you think wn: but Sims hera paw
him up at the house at the sxnct tmoe
vou ape 8o positive nbout. The other man
paw him, ton. There wne 0 woman cams
up to the house soon aftéer 2—vounrs and
pretty. We have goen her there befors
She wonld testify that he wan up there,
for he left the room with the big pinte-
@lnss window just nx she entered the
hotse. So you see vou would only make
n mens of things!"

"Must he

Hutherford listenesd and heeded. Ha
knew that hin own  testimony would
promptiy be thrown out of any court,

yvet he remained unconvineed,
“Then the man has o double,
luek!" he complnined.

worse
“For T know that

too,” |

then, You'd think he wis &
publie,  Then, othar timens, [
mra uniocked; the dogs are
nnd the whola world could rin
Iawn unehallenged. But that
when he's nt home. 1t's mighty
I tell you)" 1
Tt mure 10! secohided Crowdnr,
I In" aesenited Cralg, more :@
gonvinesd that Haelderman wak 8
mhster In the nrt of kasping M
eludod and prominent at the *ame |
“All the game, fellows, 1 won't
that Helderman was not hers, nlght
fors Immy.'"
“"He couldn't have bean hers any ni
this week,” asserted Crowder, positl
Y1 Kknow all hin quest twitehed and. .
staps; mo does Bims; and  thers [en't
n man living who could Imitate them.*
Rutherforl gnve over trying o shake
the men's convietion., and hey Pross ©

“Mr. Rutherford, It wouldn't surprise
ma If what rou any Is irus. Two or
three times. of Iate I hiave had confliet-
Ing atarlen about this man's actions, but
wa haven't been able to prove anything
an him as yot, For several months he
linw bean suspected of belng at the head
of the bigkest xyndicnte of diainond aniigE-
glere In the world. Your neoklace guve
un A valunhie elue Naw, how do you
figure vou eame by (L3

Cralg letened with Inerepsing amaze-
ment to the detective, He wis alimost
brenthless, as hia mind went rapldly back
to the few encountars he had had with
the banker, Before landing.

“1 have 102" s axclalmed. "1 fell Kim
touech me an the shoulder, just as 1 was !
golng to the gangplank. Hea slipped the
necklnes Into my pocket—and the t{wo
feliows who lnter attacked me and aleo
tried to aet Inlo my safe weore hik hatich-

meni" ¢
WAL BRIE NG e Nuekts dould play Bo, r.':hrn::h]l: ;h:lnlumr that he w

i1 this performance, Cralg did not stop NUORY. DY W & £ |

to Ngure oul; and he religiously re. “Dh, by the bye, Mr. Rutherford,” sald

frilted from mentloning It. for fenr of | Crowder, stopping, hat In_ hand, “you'

remamber my mentloning a Mr. and Mra

diverting =susplclon to tha Ballantynes.
Taloott me the ones on whom-'"

“About hin double, Mr, BIma? Whearn

were you when you saw Helderman—how | “Yen, yen, I remember!’” Cralg Inters

nenr, 1 mean?’ asked Cralg rupted, with a cluteh In his throat,
“On the sidawalk.* I v3Well, I've got n huneh that they aras
Wiy out In front, you mean ™’ Junt blinds, Just belng used to divert suss
“'m not climbing  the feance when | picion from the real smuggiers.'

thone dogs are [oose: but still 1 am sure

it wan Helderman " Cralg managed to nak.

The dogs drée  ehnined In the front |
hall,” nfMrmed Crnig. bl | spw  them |
there.” (CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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