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BROAD "The Mlslendltig Lady," with Paul Dlclcey, ono of tlio rn .ubroad, "sociological" fnrce of a gentleman from I'atauotila wlin CT

tames a flirtatious vbung; ornament of good Boclety. Into tho nini . Wl
most amusing; lunatic, wlio thinks himself Napoleon. Ponulni- i.i tNew York. Two weeks. 6

FORREST "80 111 the Shade." with Itlehnrd C.nrn Mi.i. r..i.m
tlonal cast. Quy Holton and Jerome Kern's musical comedy of hii H!
Philippines, with the "human hot tomalo" impetuous ladyiniiSJii'

week's productions InTHE theatres bring up again the prob-

lem of Porter Emerson Browne. And one
of his two now plays seoms to supply a
solution.

It Is a harsh thing to say, but there
Beems to be a dark myBtcry In why any-
body should produce a. play by Mr
Browne. Unfortunate as aro some of tho
workings of our theatre system, It would
hardly bo fair to explain It by the fact
that his first piece, that ghastly travesty.
"A Fool There Was." made n good deal
of money. "The Spendthrift" did not
prosprr. And as for tho country comedy,
"Wild Oats," presented for one week In
Boston last fall, amusing as some of its
turns wero. Its laughter was very hol-
low. "A Girl of Today" has yet to make
her bow to Broadway, but It doesn't seem
rery risky to prophecy failure. Why
should managers keep on?

A Very Different
Sort of Thing

Out of all this gloom, but of all these
rather bitter reflections. "Rich Man, Poor
Man" lifted tho present writer, at least,
to some sort of fair appreciation of Mr.
Browne's talents and his place In the
theatre. As near as it is possible to
judge, the playwright Is more victim than
anything sinister.

"Rich Man, Poor Man" In a simple, un-
affected little play, with an amusing and
plausible idea behind it. With an appar-
ent sincerity and with no display of tho
usual comicalities and "punch" that are
supposed to make a "Broadway success,"
It puts forward a number of Ingenious
propositions nbout wealth and Itf effect
on people. "Rich Man. Pobr Man" bears
a sort of relation in kind, though not In
quality, to tho Ingenuous but thoroughly
Interpretive work of the writers for the
Irish Players. The piece gives the Im-

pression that Mr, Browno might have
written It with no thought of Broadway
In mind and for production in some local
theatre preferably in Bellow Falls, Vt.,
where part of the scene Is laid.

What the Theatre
Did to Mr. Browne

Everything else of Mr. Browne's seems
to have Its eye on Broadway. "A Girl
of Today," for Instance, has comic relief
of the very latest Broadhurst variety,
yet not half so human and plausible. It
attempts a plot with surprise In it and
achieves only the obvious. In the at-
tempt of the girl to save her lover frorri
marrying her and having to work for his
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How I Don't
Write My Plays

By GEORGE M. COHAN.
I never wrote a play In my life; that Is,

I never wrote a complete play. My plajs
aro built. I get an Idea, whether for a
straight dramatic plceo or a musical
show, and that's all I need. I Buppoao

that I do have it nil In my mind, but
It Is In a very nebulous state, and It
Isn't on paper In any form, not even as
notes or a scenario. With the Idea In my
head and I know in a vague way Just
about what's going to happen In the
action: that Is, the big situations that are
part of the Idoa I engage a company and
start rehearsing.

Sometimes tho first act Is written, some-
times not. Sometimes it is complete, nnd
sometimes It Is hardly more than a
sketch. But we start, and the play builds
Itself soundly.

After tho first act is completed I re-
hearse It When It has been fixed to
suit me I find that tho second net hasnaturally suggested Itself, and I writeIt, nno so on. Everything depends upon
how the preceding act "goes." I have
called a rehearsal of a musical show
with only the opening chorus written and

oi
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CONTINUING.
ADBLPllI"Pee o' My Heart," wth an

excellent cast. Hartley Mannors' pop-

ular and nmusingr comedy of tho Im-

petuous young Irish girl and what sho
docB to a sedato UngllBh family.

LITTLE "Hlch Man, Poor Man," with
tho resident company. A comedy by
Porter Emerson Drown which shows
that 5th nvonuo Is just aa out of It
In Vermont as a chorus rtrl In 5th
avenue. Ingenious and Ingonuous.

LYRIC "Dancing Around." with Al Jol-so- n.

A Winter Oardon show with a
hussar hero who- - Is looking for a
boauty spot and finds a whole- ballroom-fu- l.

Al Jolson convulsively ruins tlio
plot.

WALNUT "Tho Trait of tho Lonesome
Pine." Eugono Walter's effective
dramatization of John Fox, Jr.'s, talo
of tho Cumberland Gap. Returning: fora fortnight's stay.

VAUDEVILLE.
KEITH'S Joan Sawyer and Company,

modern dances; Claude Ollllngwator and
company. In "Wives of tho Woh"; Fan-nl- o

Brlce, with new songa and sayings;
Frank Fogarty, "Tho Dublin Minstrel";
B. A. Itolfo'a "Colonial Days"; Coakloy,
Hnnvoy and Dunlevy, blackfaco como-dlnn- s;

Beaumonto and Arnold In "Tho
Doctorlne"; Schooler nnd Dickinson,
and Hcarst-Soll- g motion pictures.

NIXON'S GRAND Tho Eight Royal
Dragoons, singers and Instrumentalists;
John P. Wndo nnd Company In "MarssShelby's Chicken Dinner"; Joe Cook's
"Ono Man Vaudovlllo Show"; Cole,
nu33ell and Davis In "Walters Want-ed"; Tho Dohertys In "Nutty N6n-senso- ";

Julln Oonzalos on tho trapeze,
nnd comedy motion pictures.

GLP BE" Adventures on the Roof of thoiJirth, moving pictures taken by Fred-
erick Burlington In tho Alps; George
l'ollx and the Barn- - Qlrls, Harry Breen
in monologue. Clayton Konney andMartin Rooney in "Tho Happy Me-
dium'; Eddlo Barto and Floronoo
Clark In "Marooned"; The Heddors,
equilibrists; Alf. Grant and MasterHoag In "A Chip of tho Old Block";Jergo nnd Hamilton and tho ThreeNavarrows,

WILLIAM PENXThe Five Naval Ca-
dets, vocallnts; Percy Wolton and Com-
pany In "Ills Mean Disposition"; theLclghtons In "The Party of the SecondPart"; McMahon, Diamond and Chap-lo- w

In "Tlio Scarecrow"; Dave Fergu
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