Mfﬂﬁ‘! of yoursell today: you
find swehy your friends take no

X lg in pou,
: Vision of Hope
m upon the threshold of the new
Lyear my heart s thrilling with gratl-
to God for bl manifold bleasings during
{gear, Health, homs, food, raiment,
sopial fellowships, opportunity for
Lo others, personal spiritual conguests
ary some of the gifta of God which
1 my profoundest gratitude.
i  let me call your attention to the fact
thils has been a strateglc year In moral
. The war upon politieal graft and
tine been persistent, The day of
putnble * * rule has ended In most
M mun ities. Meon of charncter
demand for public office. Steadlly an
d public sentiment i choking to its
rum business.
you noticed that ths Christian
the Republic have secursd n new
gering ally in the 'metropolitan
Compars the first daily papers of
niry with those of 10, even E, years
how sensational accounts of crime
i ' curtnfled. Bee how descriptions
mestic troubles and shocking recitals of
lmmlluu are almost utterly ex-
Have you notlced the attitude of
nosy toward church life and enter-
you appreciate the amount of space
are glving to religlous move-
'mm. for example, the space which
‘given for weeks In our Philadelphia
to this coming campalgn. I do not
hether you people reallze what a
1 ally tho church has secured in the
paper, or whether you realize that, for
eharacter, moral fibre, Christian
downright sympathetic helpfulness
Omristian enterprise, we have hers
delphin far and way the best news-
‘ta be found in the Republic.
iyhody among the#e thousands in
and tudt down nnd pessimistio con-
tomarraw. concernlng the better day
political, economie, soecial, moral and
nl life of our city and of the world, I
¢ may get o vision of hope, a vislon
ing conguests. God pity the pessimis-
who stand In the biazing light of
dny and still persist in thelr pessl-
God raise up a mighty army of Chris-
mists, people of faith and cournge
e .denial, and helpfulness, and peren-
Iness and of abundant good cheer:
who will next year compel the vastest
wictories of the ages.—Bishop Barry at
loation of the Tabernacle,

mloo Pies in the Trenches
.cgmm'ms DAY pome of the British
srs in Flanders carrled a present of
to their foes In the German
g, an got which was later reciprocated
nic courteales. Similar exchanges
ty have bheen reported from
I.Ii‘l other flelda of aotion. Such
only go to show that warfare ia
hostility of man to man, but an
MGIII. in which racial or ter.
lmp-lrl.lllltlc ambitions are the
causes. It Is impossible for
{ _ot'hlr-m whom they have never
arfare s an artifiolal barbarity in
. essontial elements of humanity
d and outraged. Just In propor-
MM become humanissd
;i : .o the chances of wnr
go: It ll th. aristocracies, the autoe.
; m buresucracies that glve oe-
mmm atrife. A referen-
& particular conflict should
m w-ll lead to avoldance of

« of Wisdom
num:mmu-. must
deeper and more
aholters., Whils
w itseif to pleces by
of sclonce to the work of
s maapting the re-
“to the benefit of
channels. At
n Assoclation for

"ﬂ'

oy ¢

inat to the present problem. dnr nev-
wmunmu, will be fresd from un-
giscessury - belnive, and there #hould be
|greater seourity on the great trade rontes,

The splrit of Amerieaninm glows through-
oul the nagotintions—falr trentment to others
and faly treatiient for mmlvu

Tho New Yur

HIEE New Year enters upon a heritage

sonrred with devastation and ruln, Half
the world (s In the Leat of the blood lust.
Humanity Is staggoering along In tUimes so
stropsful -that weaklings drop In multitudes
and strong men fAnd the turmoll almost be-
yond their endurance., The character of the
raee I on the balancesa; elvilization and har-
barisin are engaged In a titanic contost,
and tha war god halds in his hands the des-
tinles of natlong and peoples.

Amariea, the melting pot, with lts
posits cltizenry, alone of the great Powaern
retalna Ita equilibrium, The propiganda of
penon, ridiculed a few years ngo, has been i
leaven of so great atrength that aversion to
war and devotlon to penceful pursults have
beocome our chief charpcteristio,. Whatever
the differences which have arfmen between
ourselves and other natlons, few =seel to
settle them with the sword. This giant de-
maocriney, by the viry madness of other Gov-
arnments, is belng elovated Into a gulding
mtar and the final instrument of arbitration.
It in hére that the New Year must bagin Its
ministry of healing and from America must
come the meana of rehabllitation In the Old
Worla,

At home we still face a period of Industrisl
depression. But there Is no erape on the door
and it i not locked to opportunity, We are
not looking back, Our evea are to the front,
The burden of responsibility Is not too heavy
for us. We carry It because we mist corry
it. Our best thought Is being devoted to the
restorntion of normal Industrial  conpditlons
Publle sentiment has been sobered. Praotl-
cnl men are helng looked to. There In a dia-
tance to the natlon's perspective before un-
known. There Is & sobriety In Its purposes
and Its pians which recalis the darkest days
of the Ropublle. There s the old optimism,
the anclent faith in the permanence of our
Inntitutions, the solidity of our Industrial
foundations. The battie for prosperity Is
subardinate to the mightier struggle for
peace, rlbelt our charity, in the hour of need
poured into Europe, 1a flowing, Loo, In gener-
ous mensure nt home,

Philadelphin Is the backbone of produotive
industry In Ameriea, and, therefore, at this
poriod, in the world. The conjunction of clr-
cumstances, If nothing else, muat soon sot
the wheels to whirling, It is merely a ques-
tion now of how long. It may be this month
and It may be next; but the revival of indus-
try casts ita ahadow befors It, mand the
augurisa ull point in one direction, The very
peyohology of the calendar menns a few in-
spiration, a renewed dedicdation of energy, at
this beginning of a period. The old Is done
with; It Is the new with which we are con-
cerned. A great push forward, a mighty
sffort In unison, a restored determination, an
ndaptation of law to progress, definita pur-
pose and courage—these are the things!

The New Yoar {s loaded with opportunity,
for it comes Into a desert of hopea. Its days
will be great days in human ohronloles. Moy
it mark the end of an old ern and the be-
ginning of & new and be a bridge to a long
period of substantinl peace. We look to It
for the consummation of theae things, not
deaperately but hopefully,

More Lightheadedness
HE Government ahip purchase scheme is
fs crude a proposal to tap the public till
an has been given sanction In many years,
but there is one objection to It being urged
which is even more unreasonable than the
enterprise tuelf.

Soms timid souls have pointed out that It
would be extremaly dangerous for the Unlted
Blates Government to purchase forsign mer-
chantmen becnuse belligerent battleships
might doubt the sincerity of the transfers to
the American flag, selzs United States ships
thus purchased and treat them exactly as If
they were enomy bottoms. We take It that
Engiand, France and every other nation
would give no volce to susplcions of this
character, If they had any. Purchass by the
Governmant itself of merchantmen would be
complete and conelusive proof of the sin-
cerity mnd legality of the transactions.

There are too many real objections to Gov-
ernment participation In the shipping busi-
ness to bring forward so Jame an argument
in oppoaltion.

Hata off to 1916!

Milllons for tranait!
upry 14!

The news In full of wviclories,
dufoats.

19161 A Job for every man who wants ons
end svery woman, tool

"The unemployed could make the 360,000
last a week by putting it into the soup,

The Unfted Btates will make the manifests

enme-

Remember Jan-

but fow

curgues,
When It comes to ralsing money the Wel-

Cmutony of Hounse Mace Daun Back
Thousands of Years—Has Prevented
Riots Among Members—$25,000 for
"Misters.”

By E. W. TOWNSEND

N A pravious |stter T wrote casunlly of the

mighty force of precedents In the way tha
machinery of Congress, Both Houses, s run
~in_permitted to run. ‘But to a new mem-
her or an outsider there are many even
more Interesting ways In which precedent,
ar perhaps In some respects L s more cor-
ool to say cuatom, rules In Congress, 1 pro-
nume more visitors to the House gallories
have asked questlons nbout the performance
of an assistant sergeant-at-arms with the
mnon than about any other one thing they
have obaerved. The Houme mace, symbol
of the Hpeaker's authotlty, difters In fortm
but Ifttle from similar spymbols found In
nearly every modern parilament, and they
are nll much like that uged In the Sennts of
anclent Rome, and even then It was an An-
olent murvival, (hen, as now, a symbol of
power, af & veéry concrste form of power, A
cimventionalized form of a club, u war olub.

Just So and Never Otherwise

The ebony sllvar-bound mace of the House
Is surmounted by a globs, upon which Is
perched an eagle with outstretched wings.
When the Hounse s not In session It has a
place of honor and safekeeping In the office
of the sargeant-at-arms, from which it Is
borne by an assistant into the House Cham-
ber & fow minutes befors the opening of ench
dny's seanfor, nnd deposited by the side of a
marble pedestal. Just as the Speaker ploces
n foot upon the first of the steps leading to
his demk the assistant In charge of the mnoce
coremonlously elevates It to Its pedestal. He
does this becapuse he has been told to do It,
and how, Probably has Is unconstious of the
fact that he in doing the same thing In much
the same way other men holding a llke of-
fice have done for thousands of years with
the same purpose; to proclaim to all con-
cerned the power and authority of a pre-
siding ofMcer,

Presently, perhaps In a few minutes, the
House goes Into the Committes of the Whole
House, and then the business s conducted
not hy the Speaker but by a chalrman deslg-
nnted by the Bpeaker. As the latter leaves
his denak, and just as his foot reaches the
first stop in descent, the mace (8 token down
to Ita place by the side of the pedestal.

Business may have proceeded but n few
minutes when there appears at the chamber
entrance opposite the Speaker's dealk n moes-
#senger from the Benate, He stands at at-
tentiont untii he |8 Joined by the House door-
kaoper, Then the chalrman says: “The com-
mittee will rise Informally to recelve o mes-
page from the Senate.”

He motlons to some member who takes
the chalrman's place, but as this member
places his foot upon the frst step the as-
sistant sergeant-at-nrms rolses the mace to
its pedestal. Thie s momentarily to place
the mantle of speakership authority upon
the ncting Speaker, The Intter nods to the
doorkeeper, who announces, "Mr. Speaker, a
messige from the Senate!'

The '"Bpeaker'" anys, ''Mr, Secratary.'"

The Benate mesgsenger sayvs, “Mr. Bpenker,”
and proceeds with his message,

Then the “Speaker! for a minute descends,
and with him the mnace, too, comes down
agaln, All of which Is because the commit-
teo could not recelve a message from the
Benate; only the House can do that, and the
mace must be In place to show that the nu-
thority of the Speaker 18 exaercised—hence
the House, not the committes, Is In sesalon,

Serious "Monkey Businass™

I've heard a gallery visitor ask, having
watched thia ceremony repeated wseveral
times, “"What's all that monkey busineas?"

Well, If one feels about it that way, that
is the way one feels about It, Not the mem-
bers, though, Once the assistant was Inat-
tentive and the mace did not go up with
tha Speaker. You might suppese that no
member would notlce the omission, but in-
stantly, nnd all over the chamber there wara
anxious exclamations: “The mace! Tha
mace!" The asslstant, aroused, hurriedly
performed his duty.

The mace has served a practieal purposs
more than once In the history of the House.
There have been times when tempers hive
been s0 wholly lost and passions run so high
that the mere command of the Bpeaker, em-
phasised by hig banging gavel, has falled to
restore order, falled to quell approaching
riot, Then the Bpeaker, whoever he may
have been, has ordered the sergeant-at-arms
to proceed with the mace and compel mem-
bers to tale thelr seats In order, Old mem-
bers, who have seen thia twice, corroborate
nmtories of similar ructions running baock
protty nearly through the history of Con-
KTess.

Members fighting mad and trying to fight,
shouting in mage, heedless of the Bpeaker's
threatening voice, have never In any knewn
Instances—and In some instancea hlows had
already been struck—falled to retreat to their
seats, melt away, as it wers, before the sign
aof authority, the mace. Why? In it heredity;
an inborn respect for the authority of rank,
or ita symbol? Let the psychologists anawer,

President Never “Told”

There are many fAxed forma of lAnguage
required by precedent. Onece a sacretary of
the Senate, having bean duly announced, pro-
ceeded with his measage to the effect thai a
special commities of the Senate, having been
appolnted for the purposs, had called upon
the Prasident wnd “told” him that the Ben-

Arhurat, Bacon, Bankhead,” &c. After the
ntart the names are run off without any pre-
fix, Untll the second sesslon of this Con-
gress the Housae roll-call form has required
the "Mr.” befors each name. On the first
call the clerl repents “Mister” 485 timesn, If
G0 answer on the first call he repeats it 986
times on the second call. That is, on an
average roll-call the word Ia repeated B2I0
timesd!  About two years ago 1 suggested to
Speaker Clark that he direct the clerks fo
cut out the “mister” after the first name.
It startled him. Why? That wns the way
tha roll always had been called! It would
ba contrary to precedent to drop the 820
misters, I was persistent, and finally he said
he'd think it over. He dld, for a year! Then
he gove the order, It was obeyed. No one
dled of surprise, although seme members had
serfous turns, 1 mention this because when
my esteemed readera bulld that monument to
my memary T wunt It inscribed, "He saved
his country $26,000 a year by taking 'mister
out of Congresa.' Fancy how often in future
ages It will be asied “Mr, Who?"

There cnme precious near to belng a knock-
and dragout finls to the pre-recess
sesgion, When J. Hampton Moore, of Fenn-
sylvanin, rose on Wednesday after prohibl-
tlon Tuesdny to attend to Bryan, of Wash-
Ington,” It was pretty generally known by
members that Maore would have preferred
to use his fist rather than his voice to nnswer
the outrngeous langunge of the Seattle mem-
ber. Tt was interesting to observe that of
the score or two members who plainly showed
u desire to hive Bryan’s seat declred vacant
Ad many were on the Demoerntic as upon
the Republican slde of the chamber.

down

Scott’s View of a New Year
From Harper's Weekly,

AMan Is o conventional animal. He thinks one
thing on the Fourth of July, anolher nt Enster,
another at Thanksgiving. When he hears of
a partlcular death he grieves, though he knows
that thousands die dally. He is a llkuble croa-
ture, but a machine. Something like this,
though Infinitely better expressed, passed
through the mind of one of the great on Jan-
uary 1, 1824, whereupon he put It In his journal.
The Journal of Sir Walter is one of the books
thnt Insplire, that nourigh, that one never ex-
hausta, Sayas Scoft:

A yenr hns pussed—another has commenced,
Miene solemn divislons of time influence our
feelinge np they occur, Yet there Is nothing
In It, for every dny In the year clowes &
12th-month as well as the Syt of Decam-
ber. The latter day Is only the solemn pause,
ns when a gulde, showing s wild and moun-
tainous road, calls on & party to pause and
look back at the scenes which they have
just paased.

You, every day is a day of beginning and a
day of doom; a day of tragedy and a day of
new life; a day of disfllusion and day of hope.
How little Is man, and how much! Everything
Is true, and itn opposite alao. In the midst of
uphenval, philosophy wteadles and comforts,
philosophy that Ands sermons {n stores, BOrrow
in sunlight und in everything some degree of
happlness.

NEW YEAR AS PEACEMAKER
HAVE mads peace with my foes, peace
with the lost and the slaln;
Hope and the future are mine; over the lv-
ing T relgn.

For I have burled the old, buried and put
nway,

And the whisper and curse of wrong 1 suffer
to fail today,

And the sorrow of dark regrel, and the dread
of the vampire past,

Are dead on the white highways where the
Old Year breathed his lasi,

1 am the giad New Year. Songs of the morn
I wing:
Bongs of the triumph soul, with the pardon
and peace I bring.
—Frank Waleott Hutt,

OPFPORTUNITY
Thia I beheld, or dreamed it In a dream:

KEEPING THE CALENDAR TRUE TO THE S

It Has Had a Vagarious, Romantic and Sometimes Amusing His
Twisted All Out of Shape Many Times and Never
Entirely Straightened Out.

By R. G. F.

ANY people are dissatisfied with the cal-

endar. They proponse to take it back and
change It. They would have to go back to
an act of the Britlsh Parllamont {n 1751—that
16, English-speaking folk would—and then
still farther into the recesses of time. It wos
that statute which later led American school-
boys Into doubt as to whether George Wash-
ington was born on February 22 or February
11, Bleven daya were lost between Jullus
Caesar and George Washington, but that
hardly seems appalling enough, after all, to
Justify so many preachments on the subject
of lost time, doos it? The way things are ar-
ranged now It will be 2500 yearas or more
hefore we lose another day.

The scientist, however, Is never satisfied
with anything less than accuracy, and he
wants a perfect calendar, He has tnken his
ideasn of reform Into the legislatures of sev-
eral natlons, but nothing has happened yet.
Reform Is sure to get into trouble, anyway,
when it gets Into politics. But truth, cerushed
to earth, shall rise ngaln, and maybe the
dream of the sclentlst will come true, The
firat duy of every month will fall on the first
day of the week, and so forth. The printed
calendar which comes from the Insurance
company or the grocery store will be just as
good one yeur as another, and the months
will be all alike. Probably n more durable
form will be Invented, so that it will last o
lifetime, be moved from house to house with
the rest of the furniture and be handed down
to future generations as an helrloom. Time,
with such a calendar, wouldn't seem #80
flighty.

The Jilting of the Moon

The calendar—asy an Institutlon—has passed
through se many vicissitudes that {t really
deserves n orest from meddling, after one last
attempt has been made to set It right forever,
It originated away back In the earliest nges,
Al first It was merely a record of events In
the lfe of an Individual or the history of a
trihe, and conalsted of curfous Inseriptions
on trees, or pleces of bark, or of & succession
of notches and symbols on wande or canos.
But after aAwhile It beeume a method of reck-
onlng future as well as past tima.

The changes of the moon furnished the
obvious method and the one which was
most universally adopted among primitive
peoples. The renson 18 sald to have been
that the old agriculturalists had a special
Interest In the moon, which presided over
the fate of crops and furnished enough lunar
superstition to last even unto this present.
Months of 28 and 30 days were Instituted.
Then it was discovered that tha seasons
furnished a more serviceabls made of divi-
alon, and years came (nto existence, Civil
years, of course, not truly solar.

The moon, tha first love of the calendar-
makers, fared badly, It wus supplanted by
the sun, The months were retained as pubs
dlvisions of years, but when {t wus ob-
served how the solar year and the )12 junar
months falled to colnclde, and how the Arst
dny of the year kept aliding nlong into the
wrang season, the anclent sclentists decldsd
to regulate the calendar by the sun, and it
wias #n, Thus the moon wasoleft out of
consideration, nnd the month bescame only
an arbitrary affalr. The jilging—so far s
concerns the history of our own calendar,
Wwhich traoces ite ancestry Bagk through that
of the Romans—was completed (n the first
century B, C, by Calul Jullus Caesar and
a Greek astronomer Wom he Imported from
Alexandria, Boalgen by name, And the
anclients 14 have ‘Bard time trying to Kot
the calendur fixed up. Bupplementary dnys
#t the end of
Introduetion 0
favorite m
endur

yoar int

the number odd for good luock. This o
year differed from the solar year by
days and 4 fraction, and an Intercalary o
was therefore Inserted every second yes
tween the 23d and 24th of February.
that surgical operation left the calend

of Joint.

The Calendar in Politics

The pontiffs, at some time or other, 1
Intrusted with the care of the calendar, |
they mixed it up with politics, wofully:
was their privilege to Intercilate fewep
more days ns the celeatinl motions
woarrant. They abused their power! To
belongéd also the opportunity of
political’ machines, When they wa
prolong the term of a magistracy, or M
the annual elections, or reward favorits
punish politenl foes, they slmply docto
c¢ilendar. Think what that would
American politics today! You think g
can't,

So when Caesar took up the lmparlll :
he found the calendor in o mess. The W
months wers coming In autumn, and AU
was summer.  Something had to he ¢
and Cacsar did it. He abolished the I
and declded to go entdrely by the sun.
translt gloria lunae, Ha also abollsh
Intercilary month, which after servin
long ages n8 a o groat convenlence w }
last declared a public nulsance. o

In making up the table of monthi ]
cal'lated as follows: ¥
Thirty days hath Aprl), i
June, August, October and December;

All tho rest have thirty-ohae,

Excopting February nlone,

Which hath but twenty-nine, in fine,

Till every fourth year (they dldn't call Il.
year then) gives It thirty.

Thit was Caesar's imperious way, §
Augustus didn't Uke (t. His vanily was ..
Why should his month have one less
than July? Then Julius took a day
February and gave It to August. It O
have made Augustus feel hetter, but Julll
because he wanted the months of 80 days
alternnte with the months of 31 days, b
reduce Beptember and November to 3
und give the extras to October and
ber., And after all that fusa by the
Caeanr, the calendar question waun't se

It kept bubbing up for centuriss, and
bohs, ]

The most important bobh was In 1852, i
Fope Gregory XIII attended to it. The J
calendir had prevalled among the O
tlan nations until the acoumulation of
nmounted to ten complete days. The U
of the gelebration of Easter, and hence of
the movable feasts, had been unfixed,
Ciregory, taking advice of the usstrops
Clavius, ordained that t.n days sho
deducted from the current year. Acoordi
the ‘&th of October hecamse the 16th,
Julian calendar was further amended by
eresing that if a year ended in two olph
should not he counted & leap-year unless
visible by four, hundred instead of four,

Why Worry ?

Cpesar's ng had disparranged
ters hecause no(na med & year gf 185 4
wheress the correct fgurcs ara 808
hours, 48 minutes, 46 seconds, oF i !ﬂl _.
I seconda less. What u differsnos J f“
minutes 14 :wond. made, while gos i
lived and dl Under ' Gregory's -
matics there will be one dey uumumt
about 4600 A. D.

In some countries, however, evan [n
mope, the Pope's mandate was nu
Bome of the Low Couuntries
to change until the 18th pceptury, uﬁ’
they had 11 days to pubtrast. In




