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A man's appearance n circumatantinl erldence
that conviets Mm of eficiency
ar incfMictency.
' We Sland bv Our Commerce
N I'TS effort to sturve Germany Into sub.
mission, Kngland, through her control of
the geas, hns gradually assumed and exerclsed
Flghts without warrnnt or established proc-
edent in International fnw. She has to all
ﬁmw and purposes Inhiblted commerce be-
 tween the United States and Gormany, al-
~ though the right of neutrals to continue dur-
ing war to teade with the belligerents, sub-
Ject to the law relating to contraband and
:ﬁnﬂknde. Is universally admitted. It has
bean notably denied in practice only during
ths Napoleanie wars, when British orders in
opunell, In the language of John HBassett
Moore, “sssumed to dietate the trade In
-‘V_ﬂ!luh neutrals should be permitted to en-
gage or to prohibit them from trading with
belligerents altogether.”

The controversy that raged then was dis-
cuased at the time in the Edipburgh Review:

It has long bLeen the anxious business of the
Amerlcan Minister, ns appesrs fram the doc-
'Iﬁpanls befora us, to procure by persunsion an
abandonment of the mensures hostile to the
Americun trade. He urged hils eass on views of
Justice and of general polley: he ealmly com-
bated the pretexts by which he was met; he
boldly and pointedly assarted that the clalms
(of this country must, sooner or late, be aban-
doned; and he added what ought never to be
forgotten, that they were unjust, and that
time, therefore, could do nothing for them. His
representations were met by declarations aof
“*what his Majeaty owed to the honor, dignity
and casential rights of his erown,” snd by all
the other scunding commonplaces usunl on
mich oceasions.  These sentiments were aftor-
ward explained ot greater length, nnd pro-

| muignted to the worli in the deliberate record

"of & Btate paper. Hut In spite of the honor of
Majesty thus pledgod to these obnoxious mons-
ures; thoy were repealed. A Inborious investi-
gation into thelr morits ended in their unguali-
,!Ad reprobotion and abandonment; thalr suthors
weore unable to look In the face the soenes of
‘beggary, disorder and wrotchedness which thelr
polley had brought on the country; they were
borne down hy the eries of suffering millions,
and they ylelded at length to necessity what
they had formerly rafused to Justlce.

The orders In council are practically in
effect today, Not only has our trade with
Germany practically heen annihilated, with-
out declaration of blockade, but the trads of
ourselves, n neutral, with other neutrals, has
‘been harassed without warrant and seriously
7l:unr£arul with. The right of senrch, which
should be tactfully and not wantonly exer-
‘glwed, has been carried to an absurd point.
Qur vessels have been convoyved into British
ports and held thers pending tedious pro-
cendings, at great financial loss. Ultimate
destination has been inquired Into In the most
sxtravagant manner, and [t I8 safe to assart
that an American cargo consigned to any
port in all Burope is ligble to such Interrup-
tion of {ta voyage by the Allles' navies that
there |8 no assurance whatever of when, If
ever, it will arrive at its destination. A
gmaritims hegemony has been assumed that
is utterly unreasonable and cannot be sus-
tained either in argument or practice. Let

& Allies blockade Germany and Austria, if

~ they can, but they are not justified in waging

- what is practically a commercial war on us

':Q‘o achieva thelr purpose. By extending vastly

_ the definition of contraband they may legally

most of our trade with their enemies,

no interference with our neutral trade
‘ith neutrals is permissible.

“Tho Administration assumedly has stated
i - American position vigorously, although
‘with the utmost friendliness. Thers need be

mensce In the situation, and should ba
But in this matter the Government
stand firmly by Its principles, without
n or deviation, and put itself solldly
L what lttle merchant marine we have,
—_—

~ Lord Northeliffe on the War
YO OUTSIDER knows better than Lord
N Northeliffa that Amerlcan opinioo can-
i ) . b Influenced by mere brag and bhister.
7 Enows also that nothing can be
by exaggeration and unfounded

, In the statement of his views,

excluslvely in yesterday's Evesixa
8, Lord Northollffa sums up the war
pf as he undersiands i, and It mum

that with the unparalleled
ring organization he possessen
llumll cloaeness to the Britlah and

‘authorities his views are important.

ding to Lord Northeliffe, Great Britain

:.“ﬂrt thinks thers |s an no!lmbla an ab-
of tha genius of leadarship an thers was
foresighted diplomncy. Lard Northoliffe's
ﬂlm and Acriminaling summary oléars up
many duestions that the American public
hns boen asking.
e ————
The Human Touch: n Lesson
HE ward boss ia intansely human, Theory
doea not bother him, but charlty s his
handmaiden, e looka out far his peopis,
There wis “Tim" Hulllvan, with his shoes,
The fellow who mot them did not care If
“Tim"™ was lux In government. He was gind
of It In fact; and there was a8 much chance
of beating “Tim™ In hin own digtrict as thare
wan of brushing back the tides at Coney
Island. The man who puts coal in an emply
cellar In the man who |a likely to get the vote
of the owner of the cellnr

Ten thousand childreén were the guests of
Congressman Vare yesterday., They all had
n good time, und they Aid not lforget to tell
thelr parents about It Why should they?
The kiddies aro alwnys grateful-—and tomor-
row they are men. Yew, the ward boan denls In
plensant charlity. He hubblea over with hu-
manily, Ha e alwayr ready to halp the mien
whao nesd help, and withoul asking (oo many
nquestione, That s how he gols hin powsr,
And the paradox Ix that In such excellent
good works lles the greatest monoce to good
government and American instititions,

Put n lttle of the same kind of humanity
inte reform and the result would be mar-
velous, A cup of hot coffas when he noeeds
It means more to the man of the masses
than all the arguments for good government
that were aver put togethen

Belgium Is Still Belgium

HE lfnllﬂ.d Stutes Government does

rocognize Belglum ns o conquered and nn-
nexed province of Germany, henea the United
Btntes Government will not ask Germnny to
commisalon our Consuls, If Germany will
not recognize the Amerlean representatives
In thelr original status, then we may with-
draw them.

Belglum, according to International l&w,
haa not ceased to be a soverelgn Btnte ba-
cause her land ls Invaded by n forelgn foe,
There In still @ Belgian army in the field un-
der the Belglan King, and the Bolglan Minls.
ter still represents his country in Washing-
ton, Amerlea in far too fale and for tos proud
of Ita national justice to acqulesce in any
such proposal ns that made by Germany,

FBvery right that belongs to a neutral nn-
tlon Amerlca will Inslst upon in the face of
all the world, Our Consuls in Belgium will
continue to do thelr useful work under thelr
original exequaturs or they will be recalled.

nol

Make Way for a Friend

115 Governor stands by his friends, nnd
T&Ir. Guither, being n friend, becomes n
Publie Service Commissioner, He |4 not with«
out abillty or he would not have bheen privale
mecretary to the Governor, but something
mare than the capacity to get rid of tire-
some visltors (s required for consplecuous or
oven eficlent gervice In a body that holds
within [ts jurisdiction the prosperity of many
of the most Important Industries n the Com-
monwealth,

Naotural ability, long experience and the
Judicinl mind are preroquisites to-successiul
worlc on the commisdlon, and the public has
o right to expect that the members be se-
lected from the most eminent and brifliant
men In the State. But to the Governaor, ap-
parantly, this lg just another job to be filled.
another alnecure for a falthful fallower, Per-
haps the Sennte may tnke a more elevated
view of the matter and be backward In Its
confirmuntion, although it never does to ex-
pect ton much.,

Only Dead Hands Turn Loose

HFE. charge that AMr. Silllman, President

Wiigon’s confldentinl representative in
Mexion Qity, recelved a bribo of $250,000,
although preferred by Zapata's confidential
representetive In  the Gutierrez Cablinet,
has all the edrmarks of {rresponsible scan-
dal. There may be that much money In
Mexico, but the effervescent bandits who
control the destinies of the country would
never let go of It. They are holders of publie
segurities on a vast scale, and their grip Is
ns hard as steel,

Hesldes, there was awd Is nothing that Mr,
Silliman could do to earn the money, He la
merely an adviser, and Washington does not
take advice, Ours Is a Government of pure
reasoning. It is not what things are, but
what they oughe to be, that determines our
policies. Mr. Silllman might recommend
untll he was blue in the facse or his stenog-
rapher (died of sheer exhaustion, but little
good It would do him unlesa he recom-
mended what the Administration wanted
him to recommend,

The only hands turning loose any money
in Mexico are dead hands,

Thers |5 scarcely mora left of the year than
there i of the natlons,

Having Austrin for an ally is very much

like paying real monsy for a white elephant.

There are some men who are always un-
omployed except at electionc.

HBefore they know It the rallroads will rench
the point where they will have the rates but
not the freight,

Even better than to drive the saloons out
of town !s to drive the people out of the
saloons,

Mexico has not been & Republic 5o long as
the United States, but it has had more
Presidents.

Bt. Louls has declded to have a Parkway
also, Muay the children of those who voled
for it live to see It achleved,

Bonator Owen wants u national referendum
on offensive war., Home ona elsp will want
to apply the Initiative,

Direotor Porter's pollce cap anrrest peopls
whe do wrong, but there are always Magis-
trates “to make things right*

Premier Patchit, of Bervia, s now engaged
in Alling vacanclea in the Miniatry caused by
resignations. Patching It up, as you might
say,

The horrors of war are hbrought homse to us
by the stnouncement of #n eminent archi-
tect, onge reporied dead, that he has not
had a bath in fAve weeks,

namunmmtcm
Administration
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Necessarily Chnrhuu_-bn'a Prodiets
Sudden Death of Kaiser.

By VANCE THOMPSON

REMAHKABII,N Judicinl  decislon wan

handeid down the other day. It was re-
markable for (ta sanity, Its selentific clarity,
Its coyrage and s modernity. )

It was Handed dewn by Judge Freachl. In
the City Maglstrates' Court, olty of New
York, ist Divislon, Tth District.

Hera la what happened., A woman detso.
tive, going obscuresly about her business of
orime hunting, | arrested and brought into
oourt & woman astrologer, charged with the
denNnite ’rimu af fortune telling, The case
came up’ before Judge Freschl, The prisoner
guve the nama of Hvangoeline B, Adames;
calimly she admitted that she wns a “pro-
fesilonnl astroldger” Sha md studied the
"gefonor  of aslrology” under Dp. Heber
Bmith, of Boston.. Another of her masters
hiad beon Dr. Richard Garnet, And serenely
shoe proclalmedl that astrology was n mathe-
matieal and bBxact sclence, batged upon as-
tronomy: a dolence describing the Influence
of the heavdnly bodies upon mundane af-
fairs and upon human life and destiny, Tt
Is, she averred, a physlcial sclence, Just ne
much ar geology, and, like it, dopending upon
asctertained facls; and that It was grossly
migrepresented by being connected with for-
tune telilng and maglo.

An Unusual View

The usual Magistrats has probably listened
to all this with n weary smile, and, when the
lawyers had finlshed squabbling, had yawned
and meted out as many months of prison or
so many dollars of ine. Judge Freschl is not
that sort of a Maglstrate, He thought it be-
hooved him to study this stranger cnse ns
he would have studied a plainer case of mur-
der or arson. He thought that one who pro-
fessed to be n sclentist deserved as much
conslderation as a petty larcenlst. And he
took the ¢ase under long advisement, The
decision hd handed down s a masterly doou-
ment, It will be quoted for years to come,
And T want to quote a sentonce or two here:

“The sclence of astrology scema to be the
genernlization of certaln principles gnthered
from the poncrete phenomena presented by
the heaverly bodles and thelr application to
mundiane affnlrs. Those who would work
with it hove a form of tables and a co-ordi-
nation of Instunces upon which they act and
oreste thelr nxioms, and one must be led to
belleve that there Is considerable force In
thelr nrguments. In thle, as In all new
theoriea and discoveries, so in the fleld of en-
deavor amd thought, there are to be found
those who hesltate and doubt until a mastery
has fixed it In the minds of the majority as
n science. Whether minds are presupposed
or limited the sincerity of the defendant’'s de-
terminntion upon the opinlon of her worl
from her owp perceptions and a study of aua-
thorltles cannot be questioned, She certainly
does seem to have a thorough knowledge of
the subject. And in this she claims no fac-
ulty of foretelling by supernatural or mag-
leal means that which la future or of discov-
ering that which Is hidden or obscure; but
she does claim that nature is to be Inter-
proted by the influences that surround 1t

A Masterly Document

What was lacking In order to convict,
Judge Freschi sald, was the element of fraud,
which ix usunlly found accdmpnnying the
fortune teller's case, Bo he ncquitted the de-
fendant, My Interest does not lle in that ac-
quittal: it les in Judge Freschi's sound, clear
and intelligent reasoning, And though I do
not like Lo quote—since I greatly prefer my
own prose to that of other people—1 am go-
ing to except Judge Freschl's last paragraph,
It le . notable statement.

“It is to he mdmitted that a certain class
of fortuné tellers may be honest in their pur-
poses and honestly believe the things they
say to bep true. There are people In this
world who elaim with earnestness that they
have superhiuman powers and that their spe-
olfic means of reading the future are reliable,
vel the law 1s not concerned so much with
the good fajth of the party pretending to
porscss this abllity as it is concerned with
dealing In 4 human way with the things that
are within human knowledge only, Common
experience teacheas many things; in fact the
sclences are predicated upon the facts devel-
oped In the affalrs of the world as men have
experienced them. No doubt many years ago
for any one to have attempted to say that
the confeormation of tha head or that the
physlognomy of a creature determined the
charavter of the individual, and that such
#nd such a type would some day turn out
to be n criminal would have been gullty of
fortune telling. But the history of specific
cages has furnished us with a working basis
for these new theories thut nowadsys seem
to be accepted by noted eriminologlsts and
the public in general. 8o it |s claimed here
in behalf of the defendant that records prove
that certaln personages of note glassed under
certain planets in the ascendency at the time
of thelr birth have come to death In a certaln
way, and that, therefore, all others borp un-
der similar conditions should meet the same
fate"

Julevne of Paria

I do not know whether Judge Freschl has
scen the decislons of the French Courts, They
are virtually on all fours with the decision
wialch he has rendered, and they have given
the astrologers of Parls a professional stand-
ing which yields nothing in dignity to the
guologist, the geometriclan, the astronomer
or the everyday mathematiclan, 1 mean
such men as Julevno, Bariet, Plobb, In fact
Julevno, who wasa for 30 years the lbrarian
of the Hotel de Ville, In Paris, ls very nearly
an'oMeial astrologer. I got to know him In
the days of the Dreyfus affalr, At my re.
quest he made, In 1808, & “horoscope” of
Dreyfus, and he predicted that Dreyfus would
e twice convicied mnd afterward set free,
an amacing prediction &t the tims I printed

i,
| I found that the Profecture of Police sup-
plied Julevno with complete detalls of the
reat ssspssing and thelr viotims who dled
olent deaths. They gave him, that Is to say,
exact hour and minule of his birth, for

for the moment of birth, and every time—If
the man was to die o vlolent death—he found
the bloody slgn of that death glaring at him
from the map.

BExplain it g8 you will; T don't explain it;
T nssert a faot. And he would go back
through history and point out that sign—
that red Mars blazing In the houss of death—
in the stellar chart of Henri I'V, of Charlen T,
of Mary Btuart, of Louls XVI and Marle An-
tolnette, of Lincoln, Carnot, Garfleld, McKin-
ley. It Is a purely mathomatical caleulation.
Julevno did the same thing for the anar-
chists Ravachol, Henry and Vaillant, He
did it for tho “automobile bandite” a few
yeiars ago—told me the destiny of ecach of
them before they had been bhrought to trinl,

How Much Is Known?
Astrologers were the first to see the great

triuth that the universe ix governed by im- [

mutable laws—that  certaln clreumstances
nocegsarily produce certaln phenomenn—and
that if you know all that has happened In the
past you can foretell the future. The whole
question at Issup §s just how much of the
stellar ¢aures and fluences can the seien
tifie astrologer Know

Of course the charatanry of fortune-telling
is another thing., As Judge Freschl wlsely
gald: “'Every fortura-teller is a violator of
the lanw; but every istraloger Is not a for-
tune-toller.'

And you are still skiptical?

T can't help It.

Perhaps this may asist yvou in making up
vour mind; you have only to wait a few
months—possibly a year—or its fulfillment;
for—

B0 snys an astrologer of London: In the
stellar destiny of the Kui:-r Wilhelm [T
thers hangs the red and evilgign of sudden
death. And he can't escape. You may walit
and see, 1 do not know the 'mlro!ugar who
made that horoscops: I shoul like to ses
Juleyno's mathematical demonstvation of the
imperial catastrophe; but therelt js—merely
for what vou think it worth.

THE ANTIDOTE FOR PESIIMISM

Looking Forward at the Bugmmllg M a Year
Longer Than Methusalah Ever Kew.

By WILLIAM RADER

EW YEAR'S Is the station whye we
panse long enough to forget some\hings
and gather fresh courage to preas fownrd,
1t is the point on the journey where W\ un-
lond unnecessary baggage—old lruub!e\ old
#lns, old habits nnd old worrles. A Japq'mm

couplet contains A wise Injunction: \

“My sleeve with tears is always net,‘\

I have forgotten to forget."” \

What has been cannot be recalled. G'k
is the biting, stinging word, gnd it can
more be recovered than the bullet oncs
leaves the gun. CGone forever is the golde
opportunity, and it can never bea brough
back, The petnls of the flower cannot be
replaced once they are scattered on the
ground. “Leat the dead bury the dead.” The
old vear is going. Lat it go. We may turn
back the hands of the elock, but the mun
moves on in invinecible progress. “We spend
our years as & {nla that Is told."”

The dawn of the new year should be the
grave of old experlences which rob us of our
joy, of old relationships which bind us to
yesterdays.

On the contrary, there Is a power In the
past which contributes to next year's wealth
as last year's soeds carry in them the gold
of next summer's harvest. Retroapection
may yleld sweetness or bitterness, It de-
pends upon the way we have lived. Intro-
spection ls one of the moods of the new
vear, & mood of self-examination and meas-
urement. When introspection rises to reso-
lution then have we seen the vislon of to-
morrow, .

Time sobers the mind, The rustle of ite
Nying wings settles us into seriousness, A
20th century year s packed with duties, pos-
pibllities, perils and responsibilities. We lve
longer than Methusilah, for time is meas-
ured pot by years, but deeds,

Things that cannot be helped ahould be left
in 1814, and we should fret only about the
things which we have left undone, Growlng
old s life's most beauliful experionce. Rus-
kin sald Rembrundt was the only artlst who
could paint a wrinkle, and his wrinkles are
besutiful becausa he glorifies the common,
plage of age. 1f youlh s paasing n better
season follows.

New Your's thes should bé the cccaslon of
the forward, upward, hopeful logk. It should
be the hour of & new determnination and a
desire for the lasting satisfuctions. Eaoh
year brings fls own pecullar dutles. Tt Is
this that maies Hfe vitgl and freah,

There 18 no dead line for the
no tima Umit for usefuiness to | m

s the for
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THECITY OF THE HUNDRED TOLL GATES

The To|Roads Began in Necessity—How Will They End ?—Capitalized
lThrce Million Dollars—No Funds for State Purchase.

By HENRY G. HODGES, A. M.

\

ITH wyt an oftensive deliberation the

melanmly tollkeeper rubs his eyes

al night wh he comes out to open the

gate.”  Withsueh an expression a toll-

haunted editd of the London Times, under

date of Octols 25, 1868, geeks to relieve the

weariness of Siumns of practical argument
for toll abalivn.

The commao law of England provided that
every parish nust repair the roads within
Its houndary. By 1662 this provision of the
lnw had bee so neglected that the first
“turnplke gat' wna created by act of Par-
liament, Thi new law was recelved with
the traditionr English spirit. A commenta-
tor, writing n 1868, states that “notwith-
standing act of Parlinment, as turnplkes
were erocte they were pulled down or
burnt, the dlitary were called out and the
tnx was exated by the point of the bayonet.”

Stand and Deliver

The loopole made by this act was Tap-
ldly widend until, by the middle of the 18th
ventury, ““he First Clty of tha World" be-
came, in ommon pariance, "The City of tha
Hundred sates” “Stand and Deliver” was
the motty of the traveler.

In the United States early turnplke ronds
were buit at Government expense for Gov-
srnment purposes, They were succeedod by
the plaile ronds, which were bullt by cor-
poratims futhorized by legislative énact-
ment ‘0 chargs the users a toll for the
maintinance of the highway and for the
indivilunl profit of the owners of the fran-
¢lijse That the construction of these roads
was far from perfect we may safely conclude
from the versified complaint of an old critle:

I say it's not paasable,
Not even Jacknssable;

And those who travel It
Should turn out and gravel it

The first turnpike toll road in the United
States was made In Pennsylvania. A sec-
tlon of Old York road wns ordered as early
as 1697, but not formally opened until 1711,
This precedent was not adhered to Ly the
fathers of the good city of Philadelphia in
the case of a road to the Indian country.
The Councll of Phlladelphin, on August 31,
1782, under Thomas Penn, son of William
Penn, In renewing a treaty with the Six Na-
tlons, stipulated as follows: “And we now
desire there may be an open road between
Philadelphin and the towns of the Bix Na-
tlons, which we will, on our part, clear
from every grub, stump and log, that it may
be stralght, smoothe and free for us and
you." The principle has long since been ac-
cepted that the expense of roads used by
the public should be chargeabls to the State.

Toll Roads Onee a Necossity
| Necessity formed the basle cause for the
parly development of toll roads. The people
f a local community had Yo endure a di-
ot tax In order to obtain better facilities.
Scompmy was organlzed for the purpose
constructing a needed road, the stock was
sibseribed almost entirely by the local
piities interesied, who were generally satls-
fled with Hitle or no interest on thelr Invest-
men, It was simply a case of the people
takiig into thelr own hands something
whigy the State was elther unsable or un-
wlll!* to handle,

Thé first toll rond chartered by the Btats
of Pe\nsylvanla was the Lancaster pike.
The pAvilege was granted for this road in
1780, nid the road thrown open to the pub-
lie in N98, Numerous others followed In
rapid smcension, all with most liberal char-
ters, Tlp Increasing number of toll roads
made necwsary regulatory legislation, which
began in 1832, The number of corporations
operating iu-.d- increased annually, until in
1810 there iwere 108. None have been built
since, and At s not Hkely that any mors
charters will be granted In this Btute. The
tide has turud the State has been awak-
ened &t lut.io some sense of its responsl.

bility.
Thy March of Progress

Legislulive suactment provided In 1805 for
the purchase and release from tolls of =
large part of the Cumberland road. The
freedom of the foad was further extended in
1907. This marked the beglaning of recla-
mition legialatics. This tion ngl-
;.um muum.‘n.'m of April
AL BPPEOY. Qovernor Btuart,
Y uihh

! Harrisan Fellow ia Political Science, Univeraity of Pennayltvania

of which Hon. Thomas 1. McDowell was sets
retary, provided that:

#Whereas, The demanding and exacting of
toll from the traveling public Is not in har-
mony with the spirit of present day prog-
ress, - L L]

"Resolved, That we unanimously recom-
mend that the Commonwealth acquire all
such toll roads and abollsh the payment of
toll thereon, And In order that this may
be mccomplished we offer and recommend
the passnge of fthe following bIIL"

State Purchaoie

The bill as presented by the committes
was modified in several particulars with the
object of making it easier of application.
It became known, under its final form, as
the "Sproul Bill," and was approved by Gov-
ernor Tener on May 81, 1911, This bill, after
outlining In detail the establishment of the
State Highway Department, provides In
Section 6: i

“From and after the adoption of this act,
ull those certaln existing public roads, high=
ways, turnpikes and toll roads * * *
being main traveled roads or routes be-
tween  cournty geats * * * ghall ba
known * * * and maintained by and at
the sole expense of the Commaonwealth,” eto,
The bill then enumerntes 2068 routes, 80 of
which were more clearly defined and added
to by the act of July 22, 109183,

Hence It is now provided that all toll
ronds that fall within any part of these 208
routes, which cover the entire State, may
be purchased by the State, In no case s
the law mandatory. There is an exception
to this power of purchase if the toll road
concerned Is owned by a steam or electrio
rallway company. Mr. McDowell explained
this exception by pointing out that the steam
and electric compuny are operating under
comparatively modern franchises, that they
are reasonably subject to the legislative di-
rection and that purchase of such rownds
would amount to the purchase by the State
of franchises which it has but lately glven
away. The law further provides for con-
demnation proceedings In case the road can-
not be purchased at a fair value. Deferred
purchases are, however, sanctioned in the
language of the blllL

What has the Sproul bill accomplished
towards ellminating toll roads in the thres
and & half yeara it has beéen In force? The
results have been almost nil. Two or threa
mountain toll roads have been taken over
in the western part of the State. East of
Harrisburg no ronds have bean bought un=
der the provisions of the bill, The “State
roads" were taken over to the extent of
about 8000 miles, and have since mcreasad
to over #5000 miles. Tha main cause for this
incrense was not the buying of active toll
roads, but the assumption of authority over
abandoned toll roads,

Why the Hold-up?

An interesting fact regarding the “value™
of the toll roads was brought out in the
report of the Toll Roads Committee, The
totel outstanding capital stock of the 108
corporations In existence January 1, 1911,
waa §5,190,635, The total “company’'s ap-
pralsement” valus for taxation purposes wns
$1,684,810, The commiites in its report sug-
gested the appropriation of §2,000,000 for
buying over these corporations, Tentative
proposals to & number of the companies
brought out the fact that §2,000,000, although
conslderably more than the “companies’ aps
praisement” of the value of thelr plants, was
not nearly enough te “swing the deal”

Hince the people have expressed thelr des
sire in the HBproul bill that the toll roads bhe
managed by the Biate and mads tmto-;l__l'.
It is interesting to know the eause of th




