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FRIEND put into my hand the other
day an old pamphlet written by John

Homch, the shipbuilder of Chester, whioh
deseribes  rithor fexrlessly the causes of
the decline of the American merdhant

marine and denounces in positive terms what
hne been ealled free ships, Both thees quess
tlons are uppermost in the minhds of the peos
e it the prosent time, and It & curlous to
note thut they oceupled a somewhnt similar
position 40 years ngo.

HNonel was an Irishman, who came to this
vountry as a boy enrly In the %04, and first
went to work In a foundey for 26 cents a

dny. I the coutee of his long ourder g o
Ehip and engine bullder he falled four times,
and, had he survived, undoubtedly would

have suovessinlly passed through his fourth
fatlure to fortiune again. He bullt four of
the warslilps which were Known g the White
Squadron, the beginnings of our present mod-
ern navy, and It wae due to his suggestion
nnd wdvige that the Unlteid States ventuped
upusn the development of e navy along mod-
orn lines,

T WAS this venture that fAnally eaused
the death of John Roach, First he aston-
Ixtied the Naval Advisory Board by making
his Bids on four ships far below their esti-

mated cosl, When the Dolphin was coms
ploted the new Heeretary of the Navy,
Willinm  ©, Whitney, would not accept it,
Although another hoard conducted n strin-

gent test and nlso rejected the vesscl, Secs
rotary Whitney changad his view, His netion
came too lnte.  Roach, with so mueh of his
capital tied up. stopped busginess for the
bonenit of his creditore,  He declined In health
from that time, and twe Vears later, of In
1885, he ddied, n broken-hearted man,

Roach was respongihle for a large propor-

tion of tho lron stenmship tonnnge which
ol the Americnn NMag alter the Clvil
Wiatr, It 1 sald that hls yards bullt In all

114 ghipe of the moet modern type for their
fday, e was naturally a stern ndvociate for
the protection of the ship Industry in this
tountry, and one Had only to mentlon Clyde-

buflt ships to him to start him off on a
tirnde.
N OROACH'E paumphlet whieh my  friend

handed me, Iind an explanation of the dis-
arfpearimee of oour ag from the marchiant
muvine of the world, *When our Clvil Wor

hegam™ the shipbullder states, “wo had a
Lirge commerae but o small navy. and the
Inttor, to protect natlonal e, purchised

heat stewm tonnage,  The
Woar Depaviment ahsorbed, by charter and
otherwise, 05611 tons mopre.  Of the re-
mavinders 1o Gvold war rites of insurnnce or
destrnetion by Clyde<bullt erulsers, ander the
tehel fng, SOLAIL tons sought eefuge ander
e of Englond or other Europoan hunt-
while 104,805 tope wore actually destroyed
Ehe Mahomn and othor plentes,

SO the ships of all sorts emploved thus
by ki Glovernment fow were afterwird of any
vommerddal vidue, though redold ot compari-
tively low rates, partly hoenige of thoe alteri-
tlons they hod undergone In the provess of

A5 tons of our

the
iz,
iy

wlnnting  them to war uses, but more on
wecnuit of the rovolutlon which hwd tiken
plvees o epmmiereindl naval architecture and
in the uppllention of motive power."”

D OACH comments upon this procedure a8
N GF the tiost extrnvigant aud rulnous

methodds thsgt conld havoe been devised for
supplying the Umited Stotes with o navy.
e de the opondigg of the Civil War, ay it
the beglanbig of eversy other war v whileh
s cottntry has engngoed, something lIRe this
b leed G He dene. We alwavd hoave been
unprepared,  bdeed, the method dppears to
L thbe apprroved mrorhod of gugmenting nvad
ST il ewver the worlih,. We ehurtered
ahtps during the Sppnlsh War, and Eng-
Boayad, Clertsead sl Jopan, with thelr aubhei-
diged Unes, Olso have found It convenlent to
Litie over ecortuin vessels from their merchant
pusEine I war vhingy
s beon generally vmderstood that it
teftyg the porud of owe Civil War that
Vil ey Jusster degree Germiny—
toak  mdvantoze  of our precoceapation to

Floan us the commearve-cureyihg

Fiente of the worbl,  From 1550 gntdl the opwen-
v oun of the Civik War was fthod our for-
L Jriased PeEuinrly ool onot'-
preoabs b, s il 1SS Rr W fuestioned whist ier
thie Dritredd Statos merchant murine wiss: nat
firat. I abhy eade, it owas o close secobd to
it of Enginnd
CRING that long-continued strife, how-
over, Enuland ol her opportuanity and
Wit Keep (o talie advientage of It, Some por-
Hors iy have thought thit our presant cons

i o residn our proud positlon on the seas

|
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ON TIMELY TOPICS

Contributions That Reflect Publie Opin.

ion on Subjects Important to City

State and Nation.

To the Kditer of the Kieninp Leédger:

In reuding your eMeient newspaper I And g
nrticle entitled, “Britiesh  Diplomnt
Wilson on the Mexlean Poliey. The Bty
Ambnasndor, Br Lionel Carden, waa nothing
but n warm partishn of the Hoerta regime,
At one time T wie n Huerta sympathizer unii|
nfler he committed murder—the kiliing of
Franclren 1. Mnadero,

Hir Llonel Carden eannot by any means
compare with the great President Wilaon; tha
troops were ordered from Vera Crus, Why?
Because the President knew  that he  was
leaving the gsiluntion to an honorable and edy-
cnted man.  Sir Lionel's etatement Is agalnsg
Henor Carranzo, beenuss he ordered that he (8
Linnel) should leave the republle for being a
Hurrta partisan.  So let me explain, th o fow
wordy, that Eir Lionel contradidts himself by
!uyi?sc that Carrangs hng no sort of Unvern.
mon

Ho must know that If Benor Carranza had
no #ort of government he would not have told
Sir Lilonel to leave the republie,

J. R—=MEXICAN CITIZEN.

Philladelphin, Sept, 21, 104

FIGHT TO THE FINISH
To the BEditor of the Evening Ledpar:

Slr—A cnmphlgn Is on In this Commeanwenlth
whieh la being watehad throughout the length
and brendth of our land. It Is a fght to a
firlleh betwern the diseredited old machine and
the forces which will provall If the old Keystana
Htate In to be [Ifted Into the plnee It must
oeoupy If we as Pennsyivaniane are to stand
orect ns men worth while,

The lesve Is Penrors g the embodiment of
practices which nn longer have any propap
plnce In out politleal and Industrial lfe, Theso
nre the dave for the vallant on both aldes of
the acean, and the eall of duty la juet as ¢lear
as If It wers “To wrms™ Instend of to the ballet
box. When the Evening Ledgor enlists in this
campnign, agaressivaly opposing this blight on
our national e, it, in my judgment, performs
nogreat publie duty and makes g contribution te
the caure of good govarnment second th none,

DAVID J. PHAREA LL.

Mauch Chunk. l‘n.. S"lltrmbor in, 1014,

GIVE HONEST I’OI ITICS A CHANCE
To the Editor of the Evening Ledger:

Hir=1 haye read for many vears and have
apprecinted  deeply  the splendld work which
the Punie Lemaer has done toward the purls
flontlon  of  Penneylvinia  politics, Another
great opportunity i now arisen for it and thae
Evening Lodger to eontinue this aervice, to the

ndvantoge of hoth Htate and nation. 1 refer to
the opportunity of defeating My, Penroke for
. & 8

reselection to the Uniterd Stater Senate,
WILLIAM I, HULL
Swnrthmore, Pa,, ﬂentomlmr 14, 1014,

WESTMORELAND AGAINST PENROSE
Ta the Editor of the Kvening Lidper:

Sir—=As an Independent Repubillean, Interested
In ralsing my party to n higher stundard of
cltlzenehip, 1 am glad that you are opposing
Ponroselsm. You deserve the gratitude of the
pond eitlgena of Pimnsylivania, Our county was
strongly nnti=Uenroxe dt the last primary, and
the wentiment agnlost him continies to Increass,

E. B. ZUCK.

Mt. Tleasnnt, Pa.,; September 14, 1014,

PENROSEISM NOT REPUBLICANISM
To the Editor af the Eeening Ledger:

Sir—I am o render of the KEveENiNG LEDOER
and ke sour paper, but 1 am n Republican,
Ax 1 believe that §s your policy, 1 cannot
o how you enn oohslgtently suppert Palmer
wied o Hepublican pldtform ot the same time,

He does ot stand for Ropublican  prinsiples
nned, therofore, should not he supported By any
Ropubliean. JOSEPH RICHARD.

Slatington, I"n. September 15, 1014

Praise From Sic Hubert
From the Boston Transeript.

irerge WL Childs bimgelf might have iasued
the opder under which, with the beglunlng of
s weel, an ByeENINg Lepaar Nashed upon
the Philietelphin public—ang the community st
lnrge, It wikx a4 lbernl move to extend in these
liouix of retrenchment the expense of publicn-
tinn. A fulse ddea prevails that in “war plreus
lutions™ there ls groat profit,  Clreulation in
iaell s of no value, 1t s only as it eomminda
rospoct and thus advertising patronsge that It
I even self-supporting,

Thue the expanglon of the Pt Tll 1 LEnaEn at
e time ls purely for the advantage of its
feadors, though et nx hope 1y the long run i
pabllshers, too, may reap their reward,

The Infant moiches like a veleran. It is
odited by o “digtnet orgaulzation,” which we
b sure In this case does not menn that
please-everyhody  polley—"support” «An the
I, “uppesition’ in the evenins—to
“vatch them voming: and golng.*”

A pewspaper Cwithout a history” is as happy

morn

A the proverkdal “country.” For the years af
ite exidtones the I'Ueule LEDGER'S lias been
wost olef, Tt owns concelved & thoroughbned

wnil thoroughbred it has romained in spite of
voting

the  temptitions  of mongrelization=by
contests, money prizes, tingoe teaching, ete,
(& {1

1ts history Is the personnlity of a few clean=
minded, publiv-spivited Individuals with a trus
wsenge of what “entérprise”  reially Is, Neévor
hes It hten pearer fts best than today,

Silenve Not Golden
From the Chambersbiirg (Pad Valley Bplrit

A mtrdnke, wolrd silence falls upon the lips
nl v Republican enndidates whien the name
of rope In menthoned,

Not o of them has #o far dared to declars
bimnself clther for or agalnst the machine that
soeltn 10 contlnue s coprupt monagement of
this State for Its own n-l\-.mln.—;«

W ¢-[--nmc'i Evening Ledger
Juwlsh Exponent.
Langen s o welcome addition

From the

The VIVENING

L the  ranky of Phiadeiphis newspaperdoin
There i no better paper In the United Stalts
thon the Pepoe Lebaer and few as good. |

vivning edition Keeps up the fing tradition
the Pronie Lenaenr bus established, M8
b @ potent furee for good.

NATIONAL POINT OF VIEW

Slang with the dky of prayer for the peace of
Euvope b omdeht with proprlety  bHe sugaented
thnt o duy be set apuert for o populnr nietaar il
Lo e Interstate Commerce Commisaion for &
it renddering of the public aegount with the
rin lropls, =4t anooita "Thines,
bring el the glary of Rheima,
touched with the heat of ppss
hewitlessly deflower a vountey
and Jt recolls with acarn
gullty horde.—New York

i
fimt
will

Nothing vun
hpuginntion Is
Labnn whon mrmnaias
1 pohlest vhaieh
pind lispthing from the
TR ik,

'|‘. i Hivaesl
nowads nnlese
Wit hority
iy 1

Colorado i sure Lo by Fes
Sttty tnkes back (s abdigated
We forgotten  duthes,  dud
com o bans whikch will piro-

.
LT v g e '

in
(R [TH
vk

Vu M
N e

i

hts

i e TV IETHH

tha
th
WTTTIC

gapinentalor o6

trade with Sou

el y o Ay

pyaleny ol exuh Xed.

gredit fullitlos pny be extended

1 iy rent of i
Fuxiiigs ok

vid-infarmwd
bakbding  up W
At ik

(1
Mimivirtea O

h
eALY Glln 1t
Lt ksl GUL Wil
loan ol Lhnmasives mors
Mhey nhold not
LT TR and
Hontiae to Fald
A uuked

Ol
LITUTT TR
ipkeEaly wikipout s
oy 1]

vt RV

nep nk
f e
[ ESTYA
tha  Governmant
caliruad

stlppors  ond
Joniiiadal

The exten of Ameripnn bpking
to South Amwrlvan vitie brtalek Do
the Wt of chasgpus sl
Niw Yaorl

I L4
bicarila i
with
J TN AR ]

fucllities
hwy

i
fellowed

vk balis of posliEy.—=

[ bty LI
v e lag eleetinn
WO RLRC ]
it thoy s sl =
off  Lhe politioal s
n Ly Lase Lusik

Ui

Wilmon il the

e In
WnlabeeMpeedhides 201l
shbiads <t thely Jivey
nly bt  boss vareiul
pecks of adpandeiration L

beretolore—Nuw Yurk ¥r

1]

Crlllrr:e' :




