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hanco to the waters of the Murray, Be- ' nume stand on awooded, roeky height,
tween the twa points there is neither a - One Iarge tower, whirh onee servedasa
il nor a stone. Allis the vast mono- | sl in a good state of preser-
and now the rains serve as a
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7 wuighéd out and sent away before break-
fast. You must have missed the cart.
Here's the list. 'l read it out to

OFFICE—BOUTHWEST CORNER OF CRENTRE
SQUARE. -

were edningvut the rate of two or three [ by this.” Reminded that there wre ; 130 sheep, as he ImJ‘dnnu to-day.  Billy
hundred a year, became uupleasantly ; 50,00 sheep yet remaining to be shorn, | May has shorn 12, el hie puts his
sugg stive, how that all is going out ani | and that by no possibility could they ! hand on the tive-feet paling fenee of the

qut of which he stands, The bell "not a shearer will eome to your gate;
sounds! With the first stroke each one | except, perhaps, one or two useless,
of the seventy men hassprung upon a characterless men.  Are you to tolerate

In Spring, two rohins from the warmer lands
Suilded 1o nest upon an unsade limb
OF Uie tall tree that by iy window stamis,
And every morn they prafsed God owith o
hiymn,
And when acertndn segson prssel aw
Five light-green eggs within the huilding lay,
Above the rush sl elatter of the street,
Devotedly was guarded etteb green trust,
And Lthe round bouse wisan abode rost sweet,
Roofed with nwaiting wings,  Retter Lo rust
With iron paticnes than Lot Foupe,
AN pent hde i tie shells waa feit Lo grope,

fi6i one deeiud day, before the sun seent down,
A elowd nrose, 1 blek and anonstious hand
Tt robbead the sunset of dts golden erown,
A windy shlder shook the triehtened land,

jam, two gallons of vinegar, :
pepper, a bag of salt, plates, knives,

The portils of the starm were opened wide,
Adnd praling thunder rolled on every shile,

Plhien it wis sotme unelsined maliclons gust,
Troublel the spray winseon e nest was
[ITHIIN
And to the ground the sott-1amted dwelling
thrust, -
edl LA hiaplions store,
-ty
msuad grie s nnd bent the adr
With wings whose very whir swis nhedespair,

Thee birds,

Atdnwn,
senl

ighibors, living oor the way,
Sowhispeor thal vl Badbe was

1y ed e where the Lody Jay-
1, Win rpanil s shetl, untsmely

shiesl
And the wWibl ertes of their distress T henssl,
T thoughil Wit paty ot esuch pirent bind.

Yot wrbetis but selond that saon is past ;
For fhese Uie ntbed FObNs e 0nee nore,
And bualt Hore e, cotnpiact aand fist
Upon 1 “hetare my door
Al iy, tron conld be sien
Five snlre ~ ol sweel ius e, new saul s

Tine prss<ed, and to e good bome apposite
Another babe was horg sl thee Toyae
LTl wns bere e that fieree sed stortny il
e T i he Inttee ehil s fron nboy e
Atil ian Hle 1iest give v elios soont s one duy,
G thers tnpacient bhataer e display,

W dos e e abesed, and Liobd theiv memotles

flainon

you:—Three bags flour, half a bul-
lock, two bags sugar, a chest of tea,

four dozen of pickles, four dozen of
five Iha

forks, ovens, frying-pang, saucepans,

iron pots, and about a hundred other
things, Now, mind you, return all the
cooking things safe, or pay Jor theum—
thal's the order.
thingmore, doyou ? You'vegotenougl,

You don’t want any-

for a regient of cavalry, I should
think."”

“Well, T don’t know  There won't
be much left ina week if the weather
Lolds good,” makes answer the chief as
one who thought nothing too stupen-
dous to be asceomplished by shearers;
“hut 1 knew 'd forget something.—
As I'm here I'll take n few dozen
hoxes of sardines, and a ease  of
pickled sulmon. 'The hoys likes Tem,
and, murder alive! haven't we for-
wot the plums and currants; a handred
weight of each, Mr. de Vere.  They'll
Le erying out for plum-dof{land currant-
buns for the afternoon; and Lullying

Cthe life out of me, il I have'nt o few

trifles like,
shenrer’s cook,
have 'em ali down in the book.”

It's o hard life, surely, a

Lest the render should imagine that Hish prictice ol settling

Well, good-by, sir, you }

sheep; has drawn it out—placed its
hewd neross his knee, and is working his
shears, as if the ** last man out” was to
be flogged, or tarred and feathered at
the least.  Four minutes—James Stead-
man, who learned last year, has shorn
down oneside of his sheep; Jack Holmes
and Guudajai Bill are well down the
other si of theirs; when Billy
May r himself with a jerking
siglh, and releases his sheep, perfectly
clean-shorn frony the nose to the heels,

Stout of heart and ready of hand,

As wer drove prey from Cumberland
—a businesg, I may remark, at which
many of them would have distinguish-
ed themselves,

Take Abraham Lawson, as " he stands
there in g natural_and uustudied atti-
tude, six feet four in his stockings,
wide-chested, stalwart, with a face like
that of a Greek statue. Take Billy
May, fair-haired,  mild, = josouciant,
almost languid, till yousee him at work.
Then, again, Jack Windsor, handsome,
sauey, and wiry as a bull-terrier—like
him, with strong natural inclination
for the combat 3 wood for any man of his
welehit, or o tritfle over, with the gloves
or without.

It is curious to note how the old Iing-
disputes with

the ruleof Mr, Gordon at Anabaneo was 1 Batiire’s weapons lins tuken root in Aus-

areignof luxury and that waste which
tendeth to penury, let hin heaware that
allxh

ronstmed by them at certain prices fixed
Lefore (he shiecring agreement is signed.
Henee, it is entirely their own alluir
whether theirmess hills areextravagant

rers in Riverinn are paid atacer- l
te, usualdly that of one pound per
i hundred sheep shorn, They wgree, on
U the other land, o pay for all supplivs

teadin, It would “gladden the sullen

[ souls' of the defunet gladintors to watch

two Luls, whose fathers had never trod-
den Fngland's soil, pull oft their jack-
througl the aperture of his separate
enelosure,  Withthe same effort appar-
ently he ealls out * Wool 1 and darts
upon another sheep. Drawing this
weront] victim across his knee, he buries
his shear-points in the long wool of

bad workinanship? Not that either.—
ut try all other means with your men
before” you resort to harshness; and be
quite certain that your sentence is just,
and that you can atford the defeetion.

N0 our friend, Mr. Gordon, wise from-

many tens of thosuands of shorn sheep
that” have been counted out past his
steady eye, critic temperately, but
watehfully, He reproves sutliciently,
and no more, any glaring fault ; makes
his calculation a3 to who are really bad

i shearers, and can be discharged without

loss to the commonwealth, or who can
shear fairly and can be conclied up to a
decent average. Onedivision, slow, and
wood only when slow, have to be wateh-
ed lest they emulate “the talent,” and
s0 come to grief, Then “the tulent,”” has
to Le mildly admonished from time to

time lest they force the pace, set a bad i

example, and lure the other men on to
sracing.”  This last leads to slovenly
shearing, ill-usage of the sheep” and
general dissatisfaction.

Tact, temper, patience, and firmness
are ench and ail necessary in that Cap-
tain of industry, who hus the very deli-
cate and important task of superintend-
ing a large wool-shed.  Hugh Gordon
had shown all in suclt proportion as
would have made him a distinguished
man anywhere, had fortune not adjust-
ed for him this partienlar profession.
Calm with the consciousness of strengtly,
he was Kind and considerate in man-
ner as in natore, until provoked by
slaring  dishonesty  or incivility.—
Then the lion part of his nature woke
up, so that it commonly went ill
with the aggressor.  As this was mat-
ter of public report, he had Jittle
of his

notuing coming in. Hence loud and

therefore, well nigh driven our shearers
to desperation, out comes the sun in all
his glory. He is never furaway or very

earliest sutibeams the Dbell sounds its
weleome summons, and the whole force
tackles to the work with an ardour pro-
portioned tothe delay,every man work-
ing as if for the ransom of his whole
family from slavery. How men work
spurred on by the double excitement of
acquiring social reputation and making
money rapidly ! Not an instant is lost;

P not a nerve, limb, or muscle doing less
than the hardest task-master could tlog;

out of u slave,

yuickly out, aml not appearing for a
couple” of hours, or perhaps not again
during the day. Do not put him down
as o sluggard | be assured that he has
tasked nature dangerously hard, and
s only given in just before she does,
Look at (hat silent slight youngster,
with a bandage round his swollen
wrist.  Fvery “ blow’ of the shears
is agony to him, yet he disdains to
wive in, and has been working **in
distress’” for lours.  The pain s
great, as you can see by the flush which
oveasionslly surges across lis brown
face, yet he goes on mantully to the lust
sheep, and endures to the very verge of
fainting.

ner and tone of the shed, especially tow-
ardg the end of theday,  I'twas now the

" have heen finis
deep were the anathemas as the discou-  supposes so, alw R -
. thing sure to go again the poor mai.
|

tented menjgazed sadly or wrathfully at
the mist y- o
3 showery weather having:

fuint in Riverina. Allthe pensare fill-| y ¢
ed for the morrow ; very soon after the, would come the rain again.
tday’s shearing for ten days. ¢ X
' ¢louds disappeared as if the curtain of s

1wed., Answers, ‘' he
ys the same, every-

The weather did not clear up.  Winter
seemed to have taken thnug&n, and de-
terntined to show even this land of
eternal summer that he had his rights.

I The shed would be filled, and before the

sheep so kept dry were shorn, down
f d Not a full
Then the

stage had been rolled up, and lo! the
golden sun fervid and fwpatient to ob-
literate the track of winter.

The first day -after the recommence-

"ment, matters went much as usual.

Steady work and little talk, asif every
one was anxious to make up for the lost
time. But onthe second moruing after
breakfast, when the bell sounded, in-

Oveasionally you see a; stead of the usual cheerful dash at the
shearer, after finishing his sheep, walk

sheep, every man stood silent and mo-
tionless in Lis place. Home one uttered
the words “ roll up!” Then theseventy
nien couverged, and slowly, but with
one impulse, walked up to the end of
the shed where stood Mr. Gordon,

The concerted action of any boly of
men bears with it an element ot power
whichcommands respect. T'hie weapon
of force is theirs, it is at their optien to
wield it with or without mercy. Atone
period of Australian colonization a su-
perintendent in Mr. Gordon’s position
might have had good ground for uueas-
iness, Mr, Jack Bowles saw in it an
“emeute " of ademocratic and sanguin-
ary nature, regetted deeply his absent

; revolver, but drew up to his leader pre-
There was now a change in the man--

pared to die by his side. That calm
centurionfelt no such serious misgivings,
He knew that there had been dire

pyard and vaults over it lilie n deer, pre-
jparatory to a swim in the ereek. A
dinner you will see them all with fresh
com-
Next
book-
Ababaneco
correct, all ix in
Each man’s tally or num-
ber of sheep shorn lhas been entered
His privateand per-
sonal investments at the store have been
T'he shearers, as i
corporation, have been charged with
the multifarious items of their rather
total is
divided by the number of the shearers,
the extract being the amount for which
This sum varies i
its weekly proportion at ditterent sheds.
With an extravagaut cook, or cooks,
alarming,
When the men and their functionary
study economy it may be kept very rea-

Crimeans and Jerseys, vlean,
fortable, and in graud =pirits.
morning is settiing day. The
keeping  department  ut
being  severely
readiness.

daily to his credit.

as Jduly debited.

copious mess-bill, This sum

each man iy liable,

the weekly bill i3 often

sonably low,
ing about the oftlce for

shouts ** William May."”
person,  excessivel
in a quict tweed ~ suit  with
hair  cut  very correctly, short
vanees with an airof calimintrepidity,

clean,

long table, wearing n judicial expression
of countenance,

“AVell, May ! here's your account :
So many sheep, at €1 per oo £
Cook, o many weeks...... £

Shearing store account...... €

Private store account...

Tuotnl L

4 prai
tiot ;

chureh, a o

The men have been sitting or stand-
half-an-hour
whien Mr. Jack Bowles rushes out, aud
That young
attired
his
ad-

tion.

world
falling in; and
the suceess attending tl
Girimm’s ©* Mythology™ »
ten deemed necessary to immure in the
wround upon which a building was to

ll living animals and even men
us a sacrilice to mother Farth, because
she suttered the burden to be placed
Through this cruel custom
it was expected that the building would
attain immovable frniness.
The superstition has not been extinet
relntes” that

and faces Mr. Gordon, now seated at a

Le ereeted

upon her.

0 very loug.

tonous sea of plain—at s seas HERY
i exubvrant of u
in the late sumuer, or in the o
casional and dreaded \\hl‘“(\l\](‘llll ol
dry winter, dusty, an
bLricktield, for hundreds of miles.
Nilenee falls on the plains and waters
of Auabanco for the ne
The wood-shed, the
the huts connected with then, are lone
and yoiceless ns caravanserais jinoa city
of the plague.

-niendow

— e -w———

Imnmured Children,

A turtous Record of Superstitions

Crime.

— -—————

There are humcrous traditions still
prevalent it sote parts of Germany
whenever
dle, an embankment, or
any great building was commenced,
children, and even men, were foreibly
placed inside the walls, and there im-
mured alive, in order, as the peeple
thought, to give stability tothe founda-
It was the popular belief that
unless this was done nothiug in
walls from
many traditions re

custom,—
s it was of-

in ancient times,

would Yru\'cut the

Daumer

herbless

Xt six months,
shi-pen, and all

the

favorite place of resort for picnie partics
amd exceursiond A\ grim story pei-
haps only wdds attraction to the place.
w | In the gray, primitive period of German
listory, the castle was built fora rich
count, When it was nearly finished
e archiitect one day went to theowner,
and told him that in order to make the
eastle impregnable a little girl would
have to be burivd alive within the wally,
and asked the count to purchase oue.
The latter nplmsml the request fora long
time, but the architeet insisted =0
strongly that the count finally gave way.
The architect then propoesed thata kin-
derfest should be held i the inuner
courtyard of the Henneberg, all the
little ehiidren of the village should be
invited, and the fiest little girl to pass
a | through the eastle-gate should be con-
~idered as the one selected by fate for
the victim,

The morning of the festival came;
hundreds of happy children clabered
up the steep pathways leading to the
castle, and lo! the little daughter of the
architeet himself is the first o reach the
castle gte and pass in! But the father
refused to immure his own child, plead-

ite | ing an excuse, and proposed that a see

ond kinderfest should take place.  Here
apain fate deereed that the architect's
little daughter should enter the gatewny
first.  The count was again idduced 1o
overlook this decision, nndd as the archi-
teet—or the mason, as he bvealled in
the legend-- would have a girl for his
vietim, a third kinderfest was arranged.
Aguin the architeet's little daughter
was the tiest to reach the sumimit and
enter the gatewny. The count would
ot listen any more to the architect’s

in the year 1813, when the ice-floods
broke through the embankment of the
Elbe, amd the repairs cost an ineredible
amount of labor, the water breaking re-
peatedly through, an old manapproach-
wd the fnspector of the works and sadd
“The embankment can never  be
brought in order unless you bury an in-
novent child init,”  Girimm even men-
tions o later case:s AU the building of
a new bridge at Halle, which was com-
pleted In the year 1843, the people fan-
cied that n child was necded for immur-
ing in the foundation.””  These cises
prove that there still lingers here and
tiere the vague tradition of such a cus
tom onee practiced in Germany ; and
similar traditions are connected with
many ancient buildings in the Father-
tand. A beautiful day in August, 1863,
led me to the little duchy of Oldenburg,
situated away up on the map of tier-
many, and bordering on one side the
kingdom of Holland,  The litte capi-
tal of the duchy, also ealled Olderrbnrry,
has o very Duteh appearanee; thereare
the Dutel eaunls, the nwrrow streets,
the antiquated  houwses, and the ciqually
antiquated, solid  people. This littie

exenses, and e was commanded to im-
mure his own child,  The litde givl was
accordingly placed by its fapher inoa
niche which had been Teft high up In
the wall, and he then begun the work
of inwatling her.  The opening beewe
less with every stone, At last only n
siall aperture remnined, awd the child,
thinking that her fther was only play-
ing with her, crled out plensantly,
lather, now T ean only see you just
litde,”  Theunhappy futher then placed
the last stone in its position, The
shiricks of the ehild pierced Lis breast
like o dagger; ho fell from the Tadder
and broke his neck,  I'he struggles and
shrieks of the elild were heand for o
long time, and enn_even be heand to
this day.  Sucliis the legend.

A FATTHEUL FOSTER-MOTIER,
When the Barg Greene, on the Krelen
Lake, in Brunswick, was built, nehiid
ix waid to have been buried alive inoa
mnner similar to the former, O the
cighth day following, however, when
thie viult was opened tosee it the vies
tim had suecumbed to hunger, the as-
tonishment of the people was great to
i the ehild still aiive, looking as fresh

“Iathe tally of your sheep right *—
Oh! T daresay it'=all right, Mr. Gor-
don, I muade it so and so; about ten
less,”!

CAWell, well Pours is correet, no doubt.,
Now [ want to make upn good sub-
seription for the hospital this year.—
How niueh will you give? you've done
pretty well, I think."”

“ Put me down a pound, sir”

“Very well, that's fair enougho; if
every one gives what they can atlord,
you men will always have a place to go
to when you're hurt or Inidup.  So'l
put your name down, nidd you'll see it
in the published Jist Now about the
shearing, May. [ consider that you've
done your work very well, and behaved
very well all through.,  You're a fust
shearer, but youshear closely, anddon’t
knock yoursheep about, [ therefore do
not chiarge you for any part ol your
meat-bill, and I pay you at the rate of
half-n-crown a hundred for afl your
slieep, over and above your agreement,
Will that do 2"

“Very well, indeed, and I'm much

neeasiont to spoil the repose r

ll ding of the desperate fray, when the
blood of the fierce animal man is up,
when mortal Llows are exchanged, and
curses Hlont upward with the smoke and
dust. The ceaseless clicking of the
shears—thesternearnestnessot the tien,
toiling with a feverish and tireless en-
ergy —~the constant succession of sheep
shorn and let go, caught and com-

grumbling among the shearers in con-
sequence of the weather,  He kuew that
there were malcontents among them,
He was prepared for some sort of de-
nmiand on their part, and had concluded
to make certain concessions of o moder-
ate degree,  Solooking cheerfully atthe
men, he quietly awaited the deputation,
Ag they neared him there was n hesita-
tion, aud then three delegates came to
the front. These were Old Ben, Abra-
ham Lawson, and Billy May. Ien
Thornton had been sclected from his
age and long experience of the rights
and laws of the vraft. He was a weath-
er-beaten, wiry old Englishman whose
fuce aud acceut, darkened as the for-
nier was by the Australinn sunmuniers of
half a century, still retained the trace
of his native Devonshire. Tt was his
Loast that he had shorn for forty years,
and as regularly ** knocked down ' vor
spent ina single debaugh) hLis shearing
money.  Lawson represented the small
frecholders, being a steady, shrewd tel-
low, and one of the fastest shearers —
Billy May stood for the fashion and
“talent,” being the ** Iinger,” or fusl-

its neck, A moment arter s lithe and | bearing,  Duay succeeds day, and for
vager boy has gathered up tleece number fa fortuight the machinery gots on
one, aned tossed it into e train-basket. | smoothly andsuccessfully. Thesheep ar-
He is half-way down its side, the wool | rived at an appointed day and hour by
hanging in one fleece like agreat glossy | detachments  and  regiments at - the
mnt, before you have done wondering | wash-pen.  They depart thence, like
whether he “did really shear the first | good boys on Saturday night, redolent
sheep, or whethier he had not rewdy- | of soap and water, and clean to n fault;
<horn one inhis cont-sleeve - like o cons | —entering the shed white and flossy as
juror, newly combed poodles, to emerge, on menced - -the oceasfonal savage  oath

s this time Jack Holmesand Gun- | the way back to thelr pasturage, slim, | or passionate  gesture, as a shoeep
dajai Bl are*out,” or tinished s and Pdelieate, agile, with o bright, biack A Kicked and struggled with  perverse
the ery of * Wool D wool 7 seemis Lo run fHegibly branded with tar ontheir paper- delnying - obstinacy —the  cuts  and
continuously up aud down the long Fwhite skins stabm, with attendant effusion of blood,
aisles of e shed, like nosimgle note up- | The Anabanco world-=stilllsh but un- both of sheep and shearers—the brief
ot some rude instrument.. Now and | daunted - is turaing out of bed  one | decided tones of Mr, Gordon, in repres-
then the * refrain ' is varied by * Tar®”’ | morning,  Ha! what sounds are these ? ston or ('l}lnmuml—ull told the spectutor
being shouted instead, whena piece of [and why does the room ook so dark? that tragie action was introduced into
<kin tipped ofl well us the wool. | Rain, as 'meoalive. * Hurrah 77 says lh_v Iwrmr_nmm'(\. Indeed, one of the
Cirent healing properties are attributed | Master Jack Bowles, one of the young | binores citements of shearing was then
to this extraet in the shied, And if o [ gentlemen,  He iy learning « more or atd there transacted,  Mr. Gordon had
shearer slice ofta picee of Nesh from his | less o practieal sheep-farniing, prepar- niore than onee \\'ul'uu_l a dark sullen-
own person, as oceasionally happens, e batory to having tone of these duys ) louking man that hie did not approve of
gravely anoints it with the universal | an Anabanco of his own,  ** Well, this l“;“ style of shearing. e was tempor-
remedy, wid considers that the onus |is o change, and 1I'm not sorry for arily absent, andon hisreturn found the
sigrnnd, in most shiearing agreements, then les with Providenee, there being [one,” gquoth Mr. Juek,  * 1'mstifl all | stine man about to let gou.shee]),wh_me
Sthat any  man o getting drunk or [no more than man can doo Though fover, No one can staud such work loug. | appearanee, ns o 'slmrn \V()u!-l)e:ll‘!llg
Lringing spirits on to the station dur- | little time is lost, the mien are by no [ Wou't the shearers growl? o shear- | qtindruped, was painfol and diseredita-

s ssweeter Hhan reget orvennomiceal, They can have anything

el Wiy S ogue, st theaggs dhay s | within the rather wide range of the sta-
||.~.T'..\|.';I Ve bk sty Bilees s proater vl "Hion store, Lades de fole g, ortolans,
Tl “"I ave Tost, o e ctaslons T von st o=t el novels, top-hoots, double-
e . . Clarrelled wuns, i they like To guiy for
S s bt Cthewe with one exeeption. No witie, ho
spitits! Neither ure they permitted to
j ring thesestimolants on to the ground”
for their private use, Grog atshearing?
Mutehes 1non powder-millt Tt very
wtd aned bl s but our Auglo-Saxon in-
dustrial or defensive champion cannot
Do trustod with thefire-water, Navvies,
wien ol-war's men, soldives cond shearers
fine tellows all, DBut though the
younger men might only drink in mod-
vration, the majority and the older men
are uiterly without sell~coutrol once in
the front” of temptation,  And wars,
Swounds without eanse,” hot heads,
<haking hands, delay and bad shearing,
would be the inevitabde results of spirits
St diserdtion” So mueh is this a
matter of cerlainty  from experience,
that s elnuse iy inserted and cheerfully

~eetee

aad
- o -

NO GOLS THE WORI
G v arned days pass onontul on,
Copr T s Laeboocchn e sewny
And Biongs whiedy sevin the Tibeod Taey
Arc Lalven trarn s oy Dy day g
Al vel throtdieh il e sy steel
cerowd ol pl cncrliers Lo,
Pl praprpet s play, Lot s calls,
A grossips chat Do swiole day Jone,
And sothe worlhl cona o,
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Shearing In Riverina, New South
Wales,

sShearing commences to-morrow
These apparently sinple words were
spoken by Hugh Gordon, the mansger
of Aunbineo station, in the district of
iveriug, in the eolony of New South
Wales, one Mowday nerning i the
month of Auzust. The utterance had

s importanee to every member of o
rather estensive “enrps dramatigue
wwaiting the indostriad driama about to
he perforned, '

A low saned-Bill e few years sinee had
fooked out over a sea of grey plains,
covered partly with grass, partly with
salsiferous bushes aml nerbs, ‘Fwo or
three huts huilt of the trunks ol the
Inim- and roofed with the bark of the
wox-tree, and a skeleton-looking cattle-
yanrd with its high @ gallows"" o rude
timber stire whercon o hatge sbungh-
tered eattle,ralone broke the monotony
of the plan-oeean, .\ comparatively
sialdl herd of cattie, 2,600 o 5,000, found
mare than suflicient pastarage during

shorl Winter and Spring, but were
cs cotpelled to miberate to moun-
tures, when the swamps which
alone  in those  days formed  the
water-stores of the run, were dried up,
Buttwo or three, or ad most half-a-dozen
stockmien, were ever needed for the pur-
puse of muannging the herd, so inade-
quate in number wined profitable ocenpae-
tion (o this vast (racet of grazing coun-
try.

Bat, a litte Later, one of the great
chiets of the wool-producing fnterest -
shopherd-kind, so to speak, of shirewd-
ness, cnergy, and capital, —had seen,
approved, el pureliased, the Jease of
this waste kingdom,  Almost at onee,
as iF by magic, the seene changed.
Giread givhigs ol navvies appeiored wenid-
ingg their way across the =ilent plain,
Dams were made, wells were dug,
Tons of fencing-wire were diopped on
the sand by the dong fine ol teams
whieh seenyal never tired of arriving.
Sheep by thowsands, and tens of thou-
sy, began to come grazing and crop-
ping up to the Jonely sand-hill =now
swarming with hlacksmiths, carjuenters,
engineers, fenvers, shepdierds, hatloe
drivers— Gill the ploce Tooked Tike w fuir
on the boarders of ‘Partary,

Mennwhile everything was moving
withleadenlated e and cost,under the
Soreipn of lnw." The seeming expense
was aerely the ceonombe truth of doing
all the necessary work at onee, rather
than Ly ipstahinent One  hun-
dred wen for one duay vather than
one man for o hundred  days. Re-
sults soon began to demonstrate them-
selves, [ twelve nonths the dams
were full, the wells sending ap their G
fetched priceless water, the wire-fences
erected, the shiepherds gone, and 17,000
sheep cropping the herbuge of Anaban-
co, Tuesilay was the day tixed for the
actual connmeiieenient of the momen-
tous, almost solemn transaction—the
pustoral Hegir, so to speak, as the time
of most station eventsis caleulated with
reference to i, as happening befure or
after shearing,  But before the first shot
i3 fired which tells of the battie begun,
what raids and sKirmishes, what recon-
noitring wl vidette duty must take
plave!

First arvives the cock-in-ehief to the
shearers, with two assistants, to luy ina
few provisions for the'week's consump-
tion of seventy able-bodisd men. Luust
here explain that the cook ol a large

ing-shed is o highly paid and tol-
erably irresponsible ollicial,  Ileis paid
and provided by the shearers,  Pay-
ment is generally arcanged on the seale
of half-u-crown o head  weekly from
ench’shearer.  For this sum he must
provide punctoal and effective cook-
ing, paying outof his own pocket as
many ' marmitons’ as may be needful
for that ennd, and to satisfy his tolerably
exacting, fastidious employers.

fn the present ease he confers with
the storekecper, M. de Vere; n young
gentleman of aristocratic connexions,
wlhio is thus gaining an excellent praeti-
cal knowledge of the working of alarge
stulion,—and to this end has the store-
keeping department entrusted to him
during sheering.

He does not perbaps look quite fit for
a croquet party as he stands now, with
a flour
tobacco in the other.  But he looks like
a man at work, and also like a gentle-
man, as he is. “Jack the Cook” thus
addresses him :

Y Now, Mr. de Vere, I hope there's
not going to be any humbugging about
myfFrations and things! The men are
all up in their quarters, and ag hungry
as free selectors. They've been a-pay-
ing for their rations for ever so long,
andofcourse, now shearing's on, they’re
good fora little extra!??

“ All right, Jackl” returns do Vere,
good-temperedly; ‘‘all your lot was

i

:o0p in one hand and a pound of

ing shenring, loses e whole of the mo-
ney carnied by him” 'The nien know
that the restriction is for their benetit,
as well as for the interest of the master,
wnd Juin in the prohibition Lieartily.

Lt us give noghuee at thesmallurmy
of working-men assembled at Anaban-
eo, one oul of hundreds of stations in
tne colony of New South Wales, rang-
ing front 1,000 sheep downwards,—
‘Fliere are seveuty shearers; about fifty
washers, including the men connected
with the steame-engine, boilers, brick-

& ten or twelve boudary-
, whose duty s to ride round the
lavge paddocks, secing that the fenees
are alt intact, and keeping o general
look-ont over the condition of the sheep;
thiree or four overseers; half-a-dozen
young gentlemen acquiring a practical
knowledge of sheep=farming, or, as it
ix generally phrased, ** colonial experi-
cuee, n comprehensive expression
cnough ;o seore or two of unsters,
with a couple of hundred horses or bul-
liwks, waiting for the high-piled wool-
which are Toaded up and sent
a4 =oon ax shorn; wool-sorters,
ery-up, pressers, yardsnien, extra
shepherds, [t may easily be gathered
rrom {his outline, what an ** army with
banners” isarrayed at Anabaneo, While
statistically inclined, it may be added,
that the cash due for the shearing
alone (Jess the mess-bill,) amounts to
1,700 for the washing croughly,) o0l
exclusive of provisions consunted, hut-
ting, wood, water, coeking, &e. Car-
e of wool 15000 Other hands from
S04 to 40 per week.e AllLof which dis-
barsements  fake place within from
cight to twelve weeks after the shears
are in the first sheep.

Tuesday comes ©* big with fate.”  As
the sun tinges the tar sky-line, the
shearers are tuking a slight refeetion of
coflee and currant-buns, toenahle them
to withstand the exhausting interval be-
tween six and eight o'clock, when the
seriotis breakfast  oceurs.  Shearers
always diet themselves on the prineiple
that the miore they cat the stronger they
must e, Digestion, as preliminary to
niuseular de iient, 18 left o take
its chanee,  They certainly do get
through o tremendous amoant of work,
The whole frame isat its utmost ten-
sion, early and late.  Dut the preserva-
tion of healtle is due to their natural
strength of constitution rather than to
their profuse and  unscientifie diet,
Half-an-hour alter sunrise Mr. Gordon
walks quetly into the vast building
whiclt coutains the sheep and their

rs ealled e shed,™ par
vellenve,  Everything is in perfeéct
cleanliness and order. The floor swept
and smooth, with its carefully planed
Loards of pale-yellow aromatic pine.—
=mall trmmways, with baskets for the
leeees, run the wool up to the wool-
tubles, superseding the more general
plaan of hand-picking. At each side of
the shed-tloor are certain small areas,
four or live feet =quare, such space being
found by expericnce to be suflicient for
the postures and gymnasties practised
during the shenring of a4 sheep. Oppo-
site to ecach square i3 oan o aperture,
communicating  with a Jong narrow-
pided yard, outside of the shed.—
Through this ench man pops his sheep
when  shorn,  where hie remnuing in
company with others shorn by the
sune hand, until counted out, This
being done by the overseer or mnnager
supplies i cheek upon hasty or unskil-
ful work., The body of the wool-shied,
floored withe battens plueed half an inch
apart,.is filled with the wooly victims,
I'his enclosure is sub-divided into mi-
nor pens, of which cach fronts the place
of two shearers, wio eateh from ituntil
the pen is empty. When this takes
place, a man for the purpose refills it
As there are looad advantages, an equi-
table distribution of  places hus to be
made by lol,

On every sub-division stands n shiear-
or, as Mr. Gordon walks, with an air of
endm authority, down the long aisle.
Seventy men, chiefly in their pringe, the
Hower of the workingmen of the colony,
they nre variously gathered,  Englaud,
[refnl and Reotland are represented in
the proportion of one-half of the num-
ber; the other hall i3 composed ol na-
tive-born Australians,

Among these last—of pure Anglo-
Saxon or Anglo-Celtie deseent—uare to
be seen some of the finest men, physi-
cally considered, the race is eap ble of
producing,  Taller than their British-
born brethren, with softer voices and
more regular features, they inhierit the
powerful frames and unequaled musceu-
lar developnient of the breed,  Leading
lives ehietly devoted to agricultural la-
bor, they enjoy larger intervals of leis-
ure than is permissible to the laboring
classes of Hurope.  The elimate is mild,
and favorable to health,  They have
been accustomed, from  childhood; to
aburdance of the best food ; opportuni-
ties of intercolonial travel are frequent
and common,  Henee the Anglo-Aus-
tralian laborer, without, on the one
hand, the shurpened cagerness which
distinguishes his Transatlante cousin,
hing yet an air of independence and in-
telligence, combined with a natural
grace of movement, wholly unknown to
thie peasantry of Britain.

Aunidea Is prevalent that the Austra-
lians are, a8 n race, physically inferior
to the British, Jt iy asserted that they
grow too fast, tend to height and slen-
derness, and do not possess adequate
stumina and muscle, The idea is erro-
neous.  The men reared in citieson the
seaboard, living sedentary lives inshops,
Lanks, or counting-houses, are doubtless
more or less pale andslight of form. Bo
are they wholive undersuch conditions
ull over the world. But those youngsters
who have followed the plough on the
upland farms, or lived a wilder life on
the stations of the far interior, who have
had their fill of wheaten bread and beef-
stenks ginee they could walk, and snutf-
ed up the frez bush breezes frominfaney,
they are men—
ets, and go to work *‘hammer and
tongy,” with all the savage silence of the
true island type.

It is now about 7 o'clock. Mr. Gordon
moved forward, Ashe doesso, every man
leans towardsthe open door of the penin

mears up to the speed which they will
attain in a few days, when in full prae-
tice and training,  Their nerve, musele,
eyeendurance,will beallat, so to speak,
concert-piteh, and sheep after sheep will
be shorn with a precision and celerity
even awlul to the unprofessionud obser-
ver. '

The unpastoral render may be inforim-
e that speed and completeness of denu-
dation are the grand desiderata in shear-
ing: the employer thinks prineipally of
the latter, the shearer principally of
the former. To adjust equitably the pro-
portion is one of those incomplete aspi-
rations which  torment  humanity.—
lenee the contest—old ashuman society
—Dbetween labor and eapital,

This is the first day. According to
old-established  custon a kind of truce
obtains. It is Lefore the battle,—the
“salut,” when no hasty word or too de-
monstradive action can by suflered by
the canons of good taste.  Red Dill,
Flish Jack, Jem the Seaoper, and other
rearing blades, more famous for expe-
dition than faithful manipulation, are

aring to-day with @ painstaking pre-
m, as of men to whom charneter is
everything.

Mr. Gordon marchies softly up and
down, regarding shicarers with a pater-
nal and preatified expression, oceasion-
ally hinting at slight improvements of
style, or expr v unqualified appro-
val as n sheep is turned out shaven
rethier than shorn, Al goes on well.—
Nothing s heard but expressions of
good-will and enthusiasm for the gen-
eral welfare. 1t is atiiumphof the dig-
nity of labor.

One o'clock. Mr, Gordon moved on
to the bell and sounded i, At the first
stroke several men on their way to the
pens stopped abruptly €7 began to put
on their conts,  One felloWwyof an alert
nature Olaster Jack Windsor; had just
finished his sheep and was sharpen-
ing his shears, when Lis eye eaught
Mr, Gordon's form in proxinity to
the final bell, With a bound, like a
wild-cat, he reached the pen and drew
out his sheep a bare second before the
first stroke, amidst the laughter and
congratulations of his comrades,  An-
other man had his hand on the pen-gate
at the same instant, but by the Median
law was compelled to return sheepless,
He was cheered, but ironieally.  Those
whose sheep were tnan untinished stage
quietly  completed them; the others
moving ofl’ to their huts, where their
Loard literally smoked with abundance,
An hour passed, The meal was con-
cluded ; the smoke was over; awd the
more cureful men were back in the shed
sharpening their shears by two o’cloek,
I'unctually at that hour the bell repeated
its sunumons deceepo, The warm adter-
noon grad v lengthened jts shadows;
the shears elicked in tireless monotone;
the pens filled and became empty. The
wool-presses yawned for the mountainof
fleeces which filled the bins in front of
them, divided into various grades of ex-
cellence, amd continuously  disgorged
them, neatly and cabically paeked and
branded,

Atsix the bell hrought the day’s work
to u close,  T'he sheep of ench man were
counted in his presence, and noted down
with serupulons eare, the record being
written out in full and huag up for
public inspection in the shed next day.,
This inportant ceremony over, master
wud men, manager, laborers aud super-
numaries, betook themselves to their
separate abodes, with sucl Keen avold-
ance ob delay, that in five minutes nota
soul was left in or near the great build-
ing lately so bu=y and populous, exeept
the boys whowere sweeping up the floor.
The silence of ages seems to fall and
settle upon it.

Next morning at a ratherearlier hour
every man isat hix post,  Business iy
meant decidedly,  Now commencesthe
deliente and diflicult part of the super-
intendence which keeps Mr. Gordon at
Wi post in the shed, nearly from day-
light till dark, for from eight to ten
weeks.  During the first day he has
formed o sort of guage of each man's
temper and worknmanship,  I'or now,
and henceforth, the uatural biasof each
shearer will appear.  Some try to shear
too tust, and in their haste shear badly.
Some are rough and savage with the
sheep, which do ocensionndly kick aud
become unguiet ai atud
it must be confessed are provoking
cnough,  Some shear very fairly awd
handsomely to a superticial eye, but
commit the unpardonable oftence of
s Jeaving wool on.’ Some are deceit-
ful, sheating earefully when overlooked
but ** racing’ and otherwise mishehav-
ing directly when the eye of authority
is diverted. These and many other
tricks and defects require to be noted
and abated, quietly but firmly, by the
manager of the shed,—tirmly because
evil would develop and spread ruinously
it not checked; quietly, because im-
mense loss might beincurred by a strike.
Shearing diflers from other work in this

ise ; it is work against time, more es-

lly in Riverina. Ifthe wool Le not
ofl' the backs ot the sheep before Novei-
ber, all sorts of drawbacks and destrue-
tions supervene, The spear-shaped
grass-seeds, specially formed as it in
specinl collusion with the Iivil One,
hasten to bury themselves in the wool,
and even in the tlesh of the tender vie-
tims, Dust rises in red clouds from the
inmoistened, betrampled meadows so
ately verdurous and 1}<>wer-spul)gled.—
J'rom snowy white to an unlovely *‘bis-
tre’’ turn the carefully washed tleeces,
causing anathema from overseers and
depreciation from brokers. All these
logses of temper, trouble, and money,
become juevitable if shearing be pro-
tracted, it may be, beyonda given week.

Hence, as in harvest with a short al-
lowance of fair weather, discipline must
be tempered with diplomacy. Lose your
temper, and be over particular; off go
Billy May, Abraham Lawson, and half-
a-dozen of your best men, making a
weekly difference of perhaps two or
three thousand sheep]for the remainder
of the shearing. Can you not replace
them? Notso! I very shed in River-
ina will be hard at work during this
present month of Beptember and for
every hour of October. Till that time

ing to~day, and perhaps none to-morrow
either.,” " 'I'ruth totell, Mr. Bowles’ sen-
timents are not confined to his Ingenu-
ous bosonr,  Some of the shearers grani-
ble at being stopped “Just as aman was
earninug a few shillings,” Those whoare
in top pace and condition don’t like it,
But tomany of the rank and tile—work-
ing up to and w little beyond their
strength—with whom swelled wrists
and other protests of nature are becomn-
ing apparent, it is a relief, and they are
elad of the respite So al dinner-time
all the shieep i the sheds, put in over
night in anticipation of such a contin-
geney, are reported shorn,  All hands
are then idle for the rest ot the day. The
shearers dress and avail themselves of
various resources,  Sone goo to look
at their horses, now in elover, orits
equivalent,in the Riverina graminetun,
Some play cards, otherd wash or mend
their clothes. A large proportion ot the
Australians having anned themselves
with paper, envelopes, and a shilling's-
worth of stanips from the store, bethink
themselves of neglected or desirable
cespondent=. Many aletter for Mrs,
lone, Wallaroo Creel, or MissJane
tapple, Honeysuckle I'lat, as the
case muy be, will find its way into the
post-bag  to-morrow, A pair of the
youngsters are huving a round or two
with the gloves; while to complete the
variety of recreations compatible with
life at 1 wool-shed, aselected troupe are
busy in the comparative solitude of that
building, at a rehearsal of ntragedy and
a farce, with which they intend, the
very next rainy day, to astonish the
population of Anabanco,

At the home-station a truce to Inbor's
“alarms? i3 proelaimed exeept in the
caseiand person of Mr. De Vere, 8o far
i= he from participation in the general
holiday, that he finds the store thronged
with shiearers, washers, and * knock-
about men,” who Leing let loose, think
itwould be nice to o and buy something
©pour passe Lo tenps” He therefore
wrumbles slightly at having no rest like
other people.

“That’s all very fine,” say
Jowles, who, scuted on ;
ing o large meerschaum and mil
carding all things; “but what
you ot to do when we're all deard al
werd: at the shed V7 with an air of great

importance and responsibility.

*Uhat's right, Mre Bowles)”" chimes
in one of the shearers; **stand up for
the shed. I never see a young gentle-
man work as hard as you do."?

Y Bosh I growls De Vere: “as if
anybody coulidn’t gallop about from the
shed to the wash-pen, and earry mes-
sages, and give half of them wrong!
Why, Mr. Gordon said the other day,
hie should hiave to take you ofl and put
it a Chinaman—that  he  couldn't
muke more mistakes,"’

CAGL envy and madice, and Cother
thing, De Vere, beeause you think ['m
risitgr in the profess returns the
good-natured Bowles,  ** Mr, Gordon's
woing (o send 20,000 sheep, after shear-
ing, to the Lik Lak paddock, and he
said L should o in charge.”’

“Charge be haonged 7 Taughs De Vere
(with two very bright-patterned Crime.
an shirts, and ineach hand, which he
offers to n tall youne shearer for inspe
tiond ““'T'here’s a well there, and when-
ever either of the two men, of whom

you'll have eharge, gets sick or runs
away, you'll have to work the whim in
his place, Gl another man’s sent out, i
iUs o onth”

This appalling view of station pronio-
tion rather startles Mr, Jack, who ap-
plies himsell to hiz meersehaum, antid
the ironical contnents of the shearers, —
However, not easily daunted or “shut
up,” acceording to the more familia
tion phrase, e rejoing, atter a brief in-
terval of contemplation, “that accidents
will happen, you know, De Vere, my
boy—upropos of which moral senti-
ment, 'l come and help yon in your
dry-goods business; andthen, look heve,
if you get ill or run away, I'll have a
profession to fall Lack upon.’ This is
hield to be a Rolund ol sullicient pungen-
vy for De Vere's Oliver. Fvery one
laughed.  Awd then the two youngsters
betook themselves to a humorous pull-
ing of the miscelluneous contents of
the store; tulip-beds of gorgeous Cri-
mean  shirts, hoots,  books, tobaeceo,
eanvas-slippers,  pocket-knives, 1lip-
som salts, pipes, pickles, painkiller.
pocket-hundkereliefs and  pills
dines, suddles, shears aud  sauees
in fact everything which every kind of
man niight want, and which apparent-
Iy every man didl want, for large and
various were the purchases, and great
the flow of conversation. Finally, every-
thing was severely and aceurately deir
ited to the purchasers, and the store
wagcleared and locked up. A large store
is a necessity of a large station; not by
any means beeause of the profit upon
goods sold, but it obviously wuul«% be
bad economy for old Bill, the shepherd,
or Barney, the bullock-driver, to visit
the next township, from ten to thirty
miles distant, ag the case may be, every
timethe former wanted s poundof tobae-
co, or the latter a pair of boots.  They
nitght possibly obtain these necessary
articles as good in quality, ag cheap in
price. Butthereare wolvesin that wood,
oh, my weak brothers! In alltowns
dwells one of the “*song of the Giant''—
the Giant Grog—red-eyed, with steel
muscles and iron claws; once in these,
which have held many and better men
to the death, Barney nor Bill emerges,
save pale, fevered, nerveless, and impe-
cunious. So arose the station store.—
Barney befits himself with boots without
losing his feet; Bill fills his pocket with
match-boxes and smokes the pipe of
gobriety, virtuous perforce till his car-
nival, after shearing.

The next day was wet, and threatened
further broken weather. Matters were
not too placid with the shearers. A day
or two for rest is very well, but continu-
ous wet weather means compulsory
idleness, and gloom succeeds repose; for
not only are all hands losing time and
earning no money, but they are, to use
the language of the stable, “*eating their
heads off”’ the while, The rather pro-

fuse mess and general expenditure,
which caused little reflection when they

* Let your sheep go, my man,” =
he, in o tone which somchow arrested
the attention of nearly all the shiearers;
*but don’t trouble yoursell to cateh
another!”

“AWhy not?” said the delinguent,
sulkily,

“You know very well why not!" re-
plied Gordon, walking closely up to
himy, and Jooking straight at hin with
ceyes that bepan to glitter. * You've
had fair warning ; you've not chosen to
tuke it Now you van go!”’

* Isuppose you'll pay aman for the
sheep he'sshorun? ' growled out the rut-
fian,

_ U Not one shilling until after shear-
ing.  You can come thenir you tike,"”
answered Mr. Gordon with perfect dis-
tinetness,

The cowed bully looked savagely at
hiny; hiut the tall powertul frame and
steuly eye were not inviting for per-
sonal arbitration of the matter in haud.
He put up his two pairs of shears, put
on his coat, nod walked out of the
shed, The time was past when Red
Bill or Terrible Dick  ruftians whom a
spitrse Jabor-market rendered necessary
evilsi would have (lung down his shears
upon the tloor and told the mapager that
it he didn't like that shearing he could
shear Nz -—- gheep himselr and be
hanged to him; or, onrefusal of instant
payment, would have proposed to bury
kis shears in the intestines of his em-
ployer by way of adjusting the balance
between capital and labor.  Many wild
tules are told of wool-shed rows, I'knew
of one squatter stabbed mortally with
that fatal aund eonvenient wespon, a
shear-blade.

The man thus summarily dealt with
could, like mostof hiscompanions, shear
very well it lie took pains. Keepingtoa
moderatenumberofsheep,his workiman-
ship could Le good.  But he must needs
try and keepup with Billy May or Abra-
ham Lawson, who ean shear from 100 to
130 sheep per day, and do them beauti-
fully. =o'in “racing’’ he works hastily

"and badly, cu

have

the skin of his Iuckless
sheep nearly as often as the wool, and
leaves wool lhiere amd there on them,
grievous and exasperating to _bebold.
o sentence of expulsion goes forth fully
against hinl, Having arrayed himsell
for the rond he makes one more etlort
forasettlement nnd some money where-
with to pay for board and lodging on the
road. Ounly to have a mad earouse at
the nearest township, however; after
which he will tell a plausible story of
liis feaving the shed on account of Mr.
Gordou's teniper, and avail himself of
the usual free hospitality of the bush to
reacit another shed.  He addresses Mr,
Gordon with an attempt at conciliation
and deference,

It seems very Card sir, as 8 oman
can’t get the trifle of money coming to
hint, which I’ve worked 'ard for.”?

S EUs very hard you won’t try and
shear decently,” retorts Mr. Gordon,
by no meuns concilinted. ** Leave the
shed I

Ill-conditioned raseal as he is, he has
atiate or traveling-companion in whose
breast exists some rough iden of fidelity.

IHe now takes up the dialogue:

I osuppose if Jim's shearing don’t
suit mine won't cither.”

I did not speak to you,'’ apswered
Mr. Gordon, as “eatmly as if he had ex-
peeted the specch; but of course you
can go too,’!  He said this with an air
of studied unconcern, as it he would
rather like n dozen more men to kuock
ol work. The two men wulk out: but
the epidemic does not spread; and sev-
erul tuke the lesson home and mend
their wavs accordingly.

The weather now was splendid; nota
cloud specked the bright blue sky.  The
shearerscontinue to work at the sameex-
press-train pace ; fifty bales of wool roll
every day from the wool presses; as
fust as they reach that number they
are loaded upon the numerous drays
and wagons which have been waiting
for weeks,  Tall brown men have been
recklessly cutting up hides for the last
fortnight, wherewith to lash the bales
sceurely, It is considered sufer practice
to load wool as soon as may be; fifty
bales represent about a thousand pounds
sterling,  Inabuilding, howeverseeure,
shoulil a fire brenk out, a few hundred
bales are ensily burned; but oneeon the
dray, this much-drended “edax-rerum,”
in wdry country has little chance., The
driver, responsible to the extent of hiyg
freight, generally sleeps under his dray;
hence both watchman aud insulation
are provided,

The unreluxing energy with which
the work was pushed at this stage wuas
exciting and contagious; at or before
daylight every soul in the great estub-
Lishment wasup.  The boundary-riders
were starting off for a twenty or thirty
mile ride, and bringing tens of thou-
sands of sheep to the wash-pen ; at that
huge lavatory there was splushing and
souking all day with an army of wash-
ers; not a moment is lost from daylight
till dark, or used for any purpose save
the all-engrossing work and needful
food. At 9 o'clock P. M., luxurious,
dreamless sleep, given only to those
whose physical powers have been taxed
to the utiost, and who can bear without
injury the daily tension.

Everything and everybody were in
splendtd working order,—nothing out
of gear. Rapid and regular as a steam-
engine the great host of toilers moved
onward daily witha march which prom-
ised an unusually early completion.—
Mr. Gordon was not in high spirits,—
for 8o cautious and far-seeing a captain
rarely felt himself so independent of
circumstances as to indulge in that
reckless mood—but much satisfled with
the prospect. Whew! the afternoon
darkens, and the night is delivered over
to water-spouts and hurricanes, as it
anears. Next day raw, gusty, with
chill heavy showers, drains to be cut,
roofs to be seen to, shorn sheep shiver-
ering, washers all playing pitch-and-
toss, shearers sulky ; everybody but the
young gentlemen wearing a most in-
jured expression of countenance. Looks
as if it would rain for a month, says
Long Jack, ‘ If we hadn’t been de]ay-

ed might have had the shearing over

est shearer of the whole assembly, and
as such truly adimirable and distinguish-
ed,

S Well now, men,” quoth Mr. Gordon,
cheerily meeting matters  half-way,
cwhat's it all about?”  The younger
delegate looked at old Ben, who, now
that it “ was demanded of him to speak
the truth,” or such dilution thereof as
might seem most favorable to the inter-
exts of the shed, found a difffculty like
many wiser men about his exordium.

S Well, Muster Gordon,” at length he
Lroke forth, “look’ec here, sir. The
weather's been awful bad, and clean
agin shearing, Welve not heen earning
our grub, and —"

“ 5o it has," answered the manager,
Sso it has; but can I help the weather?
I'nt us anxious as you are to have the
shiearing over quickly. We're both of
ohe mind about that, eh?”

“That's all rightenough, sir,’’ struek
in Abraham Dawson ; who felt that Den
was gretting the worst of the argument,
and was moreover far less fluent than
usual, probably from being deprived of
the aid of the customary expletives;
“hut we're come to say this, sir; that
the senson’s turned out  very wet
indeed ; we've had a deal of broken
titne, and the men feel it very hard
to be paying for a lot of rations,
and hardly earning anything. We're
shearing the sheep very close and clenn.
Youwon't have em done noothernays.
Not like some sheds where a man can
Crun’ a bit and make up for lost time.
Now we've all come to think this, sir,
that if we're to go onshearing the sheep
well, and to stick to them, and get them
done hefore the dust and grass-seed come
in, that you ought to mike us some al-
lowance. We know we've agreed for
so much a hundred, and all that,  Still,
as the season turned so out-and-out bad,
we hope yowl consider it, and make it
up to us somehow.”

“Never knew a worse year," corrobo-
rated Billy May, who thought it indis-
pensable to say something; “haven’t
made ¢nough, myselt, to pay the cook.”

This was not strictly true, at any rate,
as to Master Billy’s own earnings; he
being such a remarkably fast shieaver
cand good withaly, that Le had alwaysa
respectable sum eredited to him for his
day's work, even when many of the
slower nen eame ofU'short enough.

However, enough had been said to
muake Mr. Gordon fully comprehend the
case.  The men were dissatisfied. They
had comein arounabout way to the con-
clusion that some pecuniary concession,
not mentioned in their bond, should
come from the side of capital to that of
labor.  Whether wages, interest of cap-
ital, share of profits, reserve fund, they
kuew not nor cared.  This was their
stand.  And being Englishmen they in-
tended to abide by it.

The manager had considered the situa-
tion before it actually arose. He now
rapidly took in the remuining points of
debate.  The shearers had signed a spe-
cific agreement for a stipulated rate of
payment, irrespective of the weather.—
By the letter of the law, they had no
case. Whether they madelittle or much
profit, was not his affair. But he was a

just and kindly man, as well as reason-

ably politic. They had shorn well, and
the weather had been discouraging, He
kuew, too, that an abrupt denial might
cause n passive mutiny, if not a strike.
I they set themselves to thwart him, it
was in their power to shear badly, to
shear slowly, and to foree him to dis-
charge many of them. He might have
them fined, perhaps imprisoned by the
police court. Meanwhile how  could
shearing go on?  Dust and grass-seeds
would soon be upon them.  He resolved
ot compromise, and spoke out at once
in afirm and decided tone as the men
gathered up yet more closely around
him,

“ Look here, all of you; you know
very well that I'm not bound to tind you
in tine weather, Still I am aware that
the senson has been against you: you
have shorn pretty well, so far, though
I've had to make examples, and am
quite ready to make more. What I am
willing to do is this: to everyman who

tson till the finish and shears tomy
satisfuction, I will make a fair allow-
ance in the ration account, That ia I
will makg no eharge for the beef.  Does
that suit you? " There was a clhorus of
Al right, sir, we're sstisfied,”” ©* Mr.
Gordon always does the fair thing,” &e.
And work was immediately resumed
with alacrity.

T'he clerk of the weather, too gracious
even in theseregionsas furastheabsence
of rain is concerned, was steadily propi-
tious, Cloudless skies and a gradually
uscending thermometer alone were the
signs that spring was changing into
suminer. The splendid herbage ripened
und died ; patches of bare earth began
to be discernible amid the late thick-
swarded pastures, dust to rise and clond
pillars of sand to float and eddy—the
desert genii of the Arab. Butthe work
wenton at a high rate of speed, out-
pacing the fast-coming summnier; and
Lefore any serious disasters arose, the
last flock was *“ on the battens,’” and,
amid ironical congratulations, the **cob-
bler,” or last sheep was seized, and
stripped of his rather dense and dif-
ficult fleece. In ten minutes the vast
wool-shed, lately echoing with tle
censeless click  of the shears, the
jests, the songs, the oaths of the rude
congregation, wag silent and desert-
ed. ~ The floors were swept, the pens
closed, the shéep on their way to a dis-
tant paddock., Nota soul remainsabout
the building but the pressers, who stay
to work at the rnpidiy lessening piles
of fleeces in the bins, or a meditative
teamster who sits musing on a wool-
bale, absorbed in a calculation as te
when his load will be made up.

It is sundown, a rather later tim® of
closing than usual, but rendered neces-
sary by the possibility of the ‘ grand
finale.”” The younger men troop over
to the hut, larking like schoolboys.
Abraham Lawson throwsa poncho over
his broad shoulders, lighta his pipe,and
strides along, towering above ‘the rest,
erect and stately as a guardsman. Con-

siderably more so than you or I, dear
reader, would have been, had we shorn

olliged to you, Mr. Gordon.”

“Well, good-by, Muay, always call
whien you're passing, and if any work
ix going on you'll get yourshare, Here's
vour cheque.  Send in Lawson,”"  Exit
May, in high spirits, having cleared
about three pounds per week during the
whole term of shearing, and having
lived a far from unpleasant life, indeed
akin to thatof a tighting-cock, from the
commencenient to the end of that pe-
riod.

Lawson's interview may be deseribed
as having very similarresults, e, also,
5 a first-class shearer, though not so
stie as thegifted Billy,  Jack Wind-
sor's saucy blue e
as lie returned to his companlons, and
incontinently feaped on the back of his
wiki-eyed  colt. After  these three
worthies came a shearer named Jacks ;
he belonged to guite a difterent class;
he could shear very well it he pleased,
but had a rocted disbelief that hon-
esty was the best policy, and a fixed
determination to shear so many sheep
as he could get the manager to pass,
By dint of close wutebing, constant
reprimand, and oceasional * raddling
¢ marking badly shorn sheep and refus-
ing to count them), Mr., Gordon had
managed to tone him down to-average
regpectability of execution ; still he was

always uneasily aware that whenever

his eye was not upon him, Jackson was
doing what he ought not to do with
might and main. Me had, indeed,
kept him on from sheer necessity, but
he intended none the less to mark his

opinion of him.

“Comein Jackson! your tally is so.
[s that right 2"

Jackson.—** I suppose s0.”

*Couk and store account, so much ;

shiearing uccount <o wuch.’,

Jackson.—"* Aud a good deal too.”
“That is your affair,” «aid Mr. Gor-
don, sternly enough., * Now look here;

you're in wy opimon a bad shearer and

a bad man. . You have given me a great
deal of trouble, and I should have kick-
ed you out of the shed weeks ago, if 1
had not been shortof men ; I shaldh make
a diflerence between you and men who
have tried to do their best; T make you
no allowance of any sort; I pay you by
the strict agreement; there's your
clicque, o l”

Juckson goes out with a very black
countenance,  Hemutters with asurly
oath, that it ** he’d known how he was
roing to be served he'd ha' * blocked’
e g little more.”” He is pretty well
believed to have been served right,
and he seeures no sympathy what-
ever.  Workingmen of all  classes
are shirewd and  fair judges pener-
ally. Ifan employer does his best to
mete out justice he isalways appreciated
atd supported Ly the majority.,  These
few instances will serve as o deseription
of the whole precess of settling wil!h the
shearers.  The horses have all been
got in.  Great catehing and saddling-up
has taken place all the morning. By
the afternoon the whole party are
dispersed to the four winds; some, like
Abraham Lawson amd his friends, to
sheds * higher up,” fu a colder ¢li-
mate, where shearing necessurily com-
miences later. From these they will
puss to others, until the last shieep in
the mountain runs are shorn, Then
those who have not farms of their own
betnke themselves to reaping. Billy
May and Jack Windsor are «quite as

in the wheat-fleld as on the shearing-

floor. Harvest over, they find their
pockets inconveniently full, so they

creation.
of the olden time get no further than

the neurestll)ub]iclmuse. Theircheques
are handed to the landlord

tom,
take the road forthe next wool-shed.

garded foree, file up.
some forty men,

than shearers.
motley lot.

Irish parentage. Next to him

slight, neat, quiet individual,

in the rear was a

Then came two navvies and a

man, twd (iermans
Wallsaby—three oviginal blacks.

color, or nationality.

tion.”
shillings; cheque, good-morning.

washers, cooks, the hut cook:
tering all day comes toanend.

for the last two months,

forty-five bales,

columnar like guide tumu

The

grisd,
cupivd,

few miles away.”

in the walls,

time after time.

and buried alive,

ready to back themselves against time

cotmmence to visit their friends and re-
pay themselves for their toils by a tol-
erably liberal allowance of rest and re-
toundation.

OId Ben and a tew choice specimens

amd
¢ stupendous and terrible spree V' setsin,
Atthe end of & week he informs them
that they have received liquor to the
amount of their cheques—something
over a hundred pounds—save the mark!
They meekly acquiesce, as in thelr cus-
The landlord generously presents
them witha glassol grog each, and they

The shearer Leing despatched, the
sheep-washers, a smaller and less re-
They number
Nothing more than
falr bodily strength, willingness and
obedience being required in their case,
they are more easy to get and replace
They are a varied and
That powerful and rather
handsomel man is a New Yorker, of
is a
He was
o lieutenant in aline regiment. The lad
Sandhurst cadet,
Naw
Zealauder, five Chinamen, a Irench-
Tin Pot, Jerry nud
There
are no invidious distinctions as to caste,
Ivery one iy a
man and a brother at sheep-washing.
Whages, one pound per week; wood,
water, tents, and food **a In dincre-
Their accounts are simple: so
many weeks, 80 many pounds; store
account, so much ; hospital ? well, five

money

The wool-pressers, the fleece-rollers,
the fleece-pickers, the yardsmen, the
, the spare
shepherds; all these and a few other
supernumeraries inevitable at shearing-
time, having been paid off, the snow-
gtorm of cheques which has been flut-
Me.
Gordon and the remaining ‘‘sous-offi-
ciers'’ go to rest that, night with much
of the mental strain removed which has
been telling on every waking moment

The long train of drays and wagons,
with loads vnrﬂing from twenty to
as been moving off in

detachments since the commencement,
Ina day or two the last of them will
have rolled heavily away. The 1,400
bales, averaging three and a half hun-
dred welght, are distributed, slow jour-
neying, along the road, which they
mark from afar, smndinf huge and

l1

from Ana-

town and duchy are ruled by the very
good nutured Grand Duke Peter of Ol-
denburg, who owns an ald sehloss or
castle in the eapital, but in wlhich he
and his lady are seldonor never known
to remain over night.

A FEARVUL TRADILION.

leason

[ found
dilapidated

with 1noss,

death.

Iu the church

the

A CHURCH STORY,

When the people of Blexer were dis-
cussingas to where toereet their chureh,
it was tinally resolved that two oxen
should be tetherad together, driven out
the cevening, and
should be found next morning, there
should the eliurel stand,
lowing day theanimals were found elose
to the
church was bhegun.

banks of a dike and

CRUEL MOTHERS.

Coming further south, to the free city
of Bremen, not twenty niiles distant
from the town of Oldenburg, we meet
with a similar tradition of au innocent
child having been buried alive in the
foundations of the old fortitications, in
order to make them impregnable,
similar tradition is connected with the
old castle of Licbenstein, in Thuringia,
chat in order to make the foundations
firm, n little girl was immured,
little innocent was obtained for blood-
mother.
Oun being walked in, the child is said Lo
have been very happy at the noise of
the masons working around her.
wards the last rhe said, ' Mother, T see
you just n wee bit;"” and as the last
stone was placed above her she said,
Y Mother, 1 cannot see you any more
now !

A similar legend is connected with
Burg Persse, near Gottingen, A peasant
woman sold her deaf and dumb chitd for
the sum of three hundred groschens for
the purpose of being imimured.
woman herself brought the child and
placed it in the stone grave.
being, which never before had uttered o
word, opened its mouth and said, **Soft
as a cushion of velvet was my mother’s
breast, but harder than rock and stone
is my mother’s heart.”” The people were
astonished and wept, but the mother re-
mained cold and unmoved ; she took the
money, and only went away when she
wag convinced that her child was se-
curely immured.

from s croel-hearted

AN UNHAPPY FATHER,

Between Meiningen and Wurzburg is
situated the village of Henneberg, above
which the ruins of a castle of the same

is becitse of w tradition
connected with the building, to which
I at onee paid a visit,
somewhat
boulder stones ot the gieat court-yard
were covered

nogray,
eilitive,  The
weeds wind
The selilosy wis nevertheless oe-

We entered the clean, \\'i(lci
. . long corridors and passages, and foune
ves twinkled merrily | sfnul, \vcll-tn-dulpurLZr, "whuse only
vecupation, judging by Lis rotundity,
was conducting strangers around the
roomrs of the building, and relating the
legendsand storiesconnected with them,
and the history of the reigning family.
One of his stories was, as near as I can
remetnber his exact words, the follow-
It is o remarkable faet,” said he,
“that three or four of our grand duch-
esses have died when v
them, and no good eaus
for their
Duchess, who i

young, allof
Swasever givell
The present Grand
a fine, slrong womat,
and able to ride a horse with uny of her
sex, iy fearful whenever she enters the
castle, and for the world
duced to remain in it over night, butal-
ways drives home to her new chateau a
“The Grand Dueh-
ess,’”” he added, iy very nervous on the
subject, and believes some children were
immured in the walls of the schloss at
the time it was built, and their sereams
are said to have caused
former grand duchesses,”
The latter effect may beatfributed to
the narrator’s imagination. The legend
itself is currently believed in the city,
and may be found recorded in a book
lately published by an Oldenburg anti-
quarian, * Aberglaube und Sage Olden-
burgs,” which also includes some super-
stitions and traditions of the immediate
areighborhood.
del, near by, there is said to be once
place inthe walls pointed out where,
net long ago, the figures of two children
were supposed ta be discerned through
the discoloring of the plaster, and itis
the popular belief that as the chureh
was being built, the walls conld not be
wot to stand until two Iittle children
were buried in them alive,
dation walls ¢f the chureh at Gander-
kesse would not stand at first until the
workmen had placed alittle child with-
And at Butjadingen the
people were once making an embank-
ment against the tloods of the river
Jahde, when one place way swept away
No lirm ground could
be won o which to build, and it was
thought to give up
But the workmen bethought themselves
at last of the old tradition of immuring
children, and in order to appease the
walers a boy named Hayo was brought
Fiver sinee that ime
the embankment has stood ag firnas a
rock, and the district is called to this
day after the boy, Hayonfloods,

cannot be in-

the death of the
)

at San-

The foun-

undertaking.

wherever they

On the fol-
there the
But the work made
no progress at all; as soo1r as one part
of the walls was tinished, another would
have sunk into ruins, because of the had
Yot the people were deter-
mined not to be frustrated ; some of the
workmen acceordingly erossed thie Weser
to Bremerlebe, where they purchased a
child from its inhuman moether, and,
returning with it, buried it in the foun-
dation of the chureh,
now a firng base, wi

which, having
speedily comple-
Anothier case is recorded as having | tions,
taken place in the Duchy ot Oldenburg
in 1615, when Count Anton
vas building the Elleinser dam.

day the Count came upon his workmen
just as they were sbout to immure o
little boy, whom they had purchased
from his mother, for the purpose of giv-
ing stability to the work,
Count at onee ordered the child to be
released and the mother to be punished,
and the dam was completed without o
human sacrifice having been offered to
mother Earth.

Gunther
One

But the

A Jished to s great extent.

The

To-

The
The little

and healthy as before, and sitling con-
tentedly upon o stone, smiling upon
everybidy. The people wereconyineed
that There was adivine interference, the
child was taken out, and lived many
years afterwards, he custle, however,
on aecount of the laughing of the little
ot (greenen, gricnen, toogring, ever
afterward< vretained the numeof Greene,
The Frichsburg, situnted between the
villnges of Markoldendort niud Dussel,
L u simitar Legend connected with it
Lordering on the miraculous, The ehild
wis to be immured, the legend says, in
order to render the fortress impregua-
Lie.t A suckling wnos chosen ns the
vietim, one thut “should never have ut-
tered o word of speeeln,”” A babe was
procured, and given to the eare ol the
castle-keeper's wile, and when itshould
be o year old it would be dematuded of
hier,
The wommen nursed the child from her
own breast, wd thereby  bheeame so
mueh attached to it that she determin-
el to try and prevent its beingsaerificed.
To this end she endeavored, night and
day, to teacl the ehilid o few words, =0
that it might be able to utter them be-
fore the fatal day arrived, when, in this
ease, the immuring would be rendered
valueless,  Finally the day eamo wlien
the child was just twelve months old,
and many people were gathered in the
castle yard to see the child immured,
some standing aronnd and sympathiz-
ing with the afMlicted foster-mother,
who wept bitterly at not having been
able to teach the child to speak. At
lust the owner of the castle stepped
forth and asked, **Can the little
one spenk ! This being answered in
the negative by the foster-mother, he
turned to the little one itself and asked,
Cloudly and distinetly,” * What s
softer than a cushion of velvet, little
one™  Then arosy smile overspread
the countenance of the child, and nod-
ding its hewd ina friendly manoer to
the lord of the castle, it said, ** The
Lreast of my mother " The lord nsked
further: *What is sweeter than milk
and honey, little one?”  And ngain !
answered T Thebreastof my mother?”
Under these circumstances the ehild
was untit for immuration, and was re-
turned to its foster-mother, with whom
it afterwards lived.  But another child
was proeured for the purpose of inwall-
ing; and, as it was really uuublu_ tor
speak at the end of the year, was buried
alive.
OLD LEGENDS,

The resemblance of the latter lTegend
to the former one leads us tosuspeet the
same source for both, Asto how mueh
of truth lies at the hottom of them all,

are, of course, unable to say with any
aree of positiveness, The brothers
Girimm appear to have ndopted the Je-
wends as [n,-uriug truth with them, and
though they are in many enses embel
lished in (he narration, we have no
grounds for doubting the fnet of Immur-
ation, ‘T'he tradition is & widesprewd
one, amd likewise found in many othier
Kuropean eountries.  In Copenhagen
we are told that as n rampart was be-
ing erected the workmen becamo dis-
contented heceause of the constant sink-
ingof the foundution. Finally they took
an tinnocent girl,” placed itin o chair
ab o table, guve it play things and sweet-
meats, and while it was thus cnfnyln;.; it-
self twelve masons huilt a vault over ity
upon which therampnrt wassiiceessfully
crected. When the Selaves of the Dan-
ube Inid the foundations of their first
ity they sent out their chief at snnrise,
andd the first child happened to meet
wis to he immured in l.lhu foundation ot
the first building. A Servian legend
says: ** For three years three hutidred
masons worked upon the foundations of
Seatari, but what they had buflt in the
day was torn down at night by the
Willi —night-ghosts, Finally the queen
said that seeure foundations could only
be gained when two own sisters of the
~ttie naune were buried In the founda.
Then the Willl desired that of
the three wives of the king, the one
which should bring the masons some-
thing to eat on the following day should
be inmured,  As the youngest wile of
the king happened to bring the masons
their foud, the three hundred workmen
at onee surrounded hier and began Lo
wall her T, Upon her supplications
they left her o small opening through
which she could paeify her child, which
was held up to her every day as long us
shelived.

The legendary tales of Greeee shound
in narratives of hwman sacrifices to the
gods.  Among the Romans, Augustus
and Sextus Pompeius committed whole-
sale murders as political blood offerings,
Among the ancient Scandinavians,
Germans, Gauls and Celts the slaugh-
tering of men in the honor of God flour-
Iivery ninth
year the Danes held s sacred sacrifice of
ninety-nine men, besides horses, dogs
and fowls; and the German tribes, even
aftertheintroductionof Christinnity,still
continued to ofter up thelr prisoners of
war as sacrifices to their ancient gods,
The same custom is essentinlly met with
in the Feejee Islands. A late traveller
mentioued the fact that as the dwelling
ofanativechiefbecame dangerous to live
in, another had to be built; everything
was made ready for beginning the work,
first of all two sluves being oftered up as
sacrifices. Holes were made in the
ground for the corner posts, and in two
of these o slave was placed, alive; the
earth wus immediately filled in, and the
pusts driven down, A German writer
has even gone so far ay to trace the cus-
tom prevalent among us of placing pa-
pers, deeds, coing, &e., in the foundation
stone of a building, to the old heathen
custom of Immuring human beings un-
derneath to give the structure stability.

The latest novelty iu printing offices
is Lo pay tributca of respect to all type-
setters leaving their case to go on a
“pender.”” A piece of black muslin is
fustened to the gas-burner, over the de-
serted case. and beneath the muslin, a

card containing the following ¢
* Not dead, but sleepeth !"
" Gone where the woodbine twineth,




