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: THE PROBLEM.
Her lifo is all one neutrai tint;
A cold and quiet gray s
No thunder-cloud nor sunbeam glint
Darlcens or cheors her way §
No great events thelr shadows cast
Across her Presentor her Past,

From yeur to.year she patient slps
The tnsieless eup of Hle;
Nonnnalk e'en escape her lips
O: blightning cure or strife;
Aud rarely trom them 1alls one word
Thal would be worlby to record,

Sbo 15 not ald—13lic is not young—
Bhe works [rom day to day,

Nor cares jor those she dwells among ;
And hers—the nelghbors say—

A nature nelther warm nor cold.

Toon soil to ear . e~102 hard to mould.

And yet her face has snddening power,
I seele ber eanse In valu—
As sometimes 1o the twil:ght hour,
A misty trecless plain
With dreatler fechings 11 the heart,
Than se. nes of stiife or storm lmpart.,

Kingdomsmight fulland emplresquake,
Nutions rej -1ee and grosn,

And Lo her Sreast Do luterest wake;
Yutsurely | have known

ps ut, 4 seent, ninitling thing,

Seirgh oulsome memory’s hldden spring.

When slowly rising to her ¢ye,
see futot Hghu glow,
Amd thea—1 know not how or why—
1u rmust e Jong wgo—
Dy th-t pule gleam | lead the coxt
O 2 1ife's wellare stakced and lost !

—Chambers' Journal,
il

A Bold :troke for a Wife.

i LY JUDGE CLARK.

1 .

I Tt was my first visit North since I
Lad tuken up my abode and entered on
the practice of my profession in New
Orleany.

In the city of New York [ had a very
dear friend, my old chiun and ¢lassmate,
(teorge Dickson; and as he was the
only person L kuew in the great metro-
polis, of course 1 lost no lime in looking
him up. i
. Three years had passed since our last
Tueeting, but {cn could searcely have

cproduced & change more marked than
had taken pluce in the appearance and
manuner of my friend,

“Qur first greetings and friendly in-
quiries over, 1 longed, yet forbore, to
asle the eause of my friend’s melanchos
ly. I felt sure, in due time, of being
made the confidant of the secret, pro-
vided no-motive of delicacy prompted |
its concealment.

Thutevening, in my room ut the hotel,
George told e his story. e had
formed an attuchuwent for w younglady,
whose graces of mind and person he
portrayed with all the fervor of s lover’s

wloquence, She had returned his aflec-
tion, but her father had opposed his
suit, having set his heart on the mar-
xl‘iuge of his” danghter to n pephew of
s,

This nephew was o youog physician,
of profligute character, wy friend assur-
ed me—but that may have been pre-
Judice—who el long but unsuccessfully
wooetd hig cousin, to whom his proflers
were as repugnant as to her futher they
were aceeptable,

Sote months since, dMr. Parsons, the
vouny fudy's tather, had gone south on
Dusiness, necompanicd by his nephew,
At New Orieuns he hud been seized by
a sudden  ilness, which terminated
fatally in three days,

Onthe day preceding his death he
had’executed o will, (which had since
been duly proved by the depositions of
the attesting witdesses,) containing a
solemu request that his daughbter, to
whom he left the whole of his estate,
shoald accept the bnud of his nephew
in marriage, coupled with a provision
that in case the latter oflered, and she
refused, within a specitied period, to
enter into the proposed union, the en-
tire estite devised 1o ths daughter
ghouald be forfeited fo the nepliew.

To saerifice her fortune to her heart’s
cholee would not have cost Julia Par-
wons a woment's hesitation; and noth-
ing tould have wore delighted George
Dickson, than so fair an opportunity of
showing how superior hisdevolion was
to-all considerationy of personal advan-
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ing his back against the door; ‘ you
have shown yourself in possession of &
secret the custody of which may prove
dangerous "

“1 am not unprepared for your
threat,’! I replied. ‘' In the first place,
T did not come here unarmed; in the
next, I have prepared a full written
statement of the facts to which I bave
alluded, -with informntlonr, besides, of
my present visit to yourself. This paper
will be delivered to the friend to whom
it is directed, unless within an hour [
reclaim it from the messenger, who hag
been instructed for that length of time
to retain it.”

His face grew livid, His frame quiv-
ered with mingled fear and rage, and
his eye gleamed like thatof & wild beast

at bay.

“What is your purpoee?’ he ex-
claimed, in a voice hoarse with sup-
pressed passion.

, %' To keep your secret while youli
I answered, ‘‘on one condition.”

% Name it."’

“7That you write instantly to Julia
Parsons, renouncing ail pretensions to
her hand, and absolutely witbdrawing
your proposal of marriage.’’

After a moment’s pause he seated
himself at his desk, and hastily penped
a brief note, which he submitted to my
inspection ; it was quite satisfactory.

“'Be 80 good as to seal nnd address it,"”
I said.

He did so.

T will see that it is delivered,” I re-
marked, taking it up aud bowing my-
self out,

When I met George Dickson that
evening, his old college look had come
back. He had great news to tell me.
The next thing was to take me to see
Julia, and it is needless to tell what a
happy evening we threespent together,
and what a happy marriage followed
not long after,

Loldridge Parsons, 1 have just learned,
joined one of the late Cuban expedilions,
and was killed in a recent encounter
with the Bpaniards.

e - ——

A Great Jewel Robbery.
INTWO CHAPTERS.—I.

Some years ago, people used to pro-
phesy that in consequence of the Cali-
fornian gold discovery the precious
metal would be precious no longer, but
fall to a par with, 1f not below, silver in
value. But in spite of the golden trea-
sures of Californis, supplemented by
those of Australia, 8 sovereigu is still
worth ils twenty shillings; and the re-
ports of progress in Butheriandshireare
not sufliciently promising to make the
favored of us mortals who indulge in
such luxuries to exchange our golden
ornaments for their present value be-
fore it deteriorates. 1But, as a dealer
in these precious stones, I have very
often thought of what would be the
consequence should some tremendous
deposit of dizmonds be laid bare; for
we are not bound to suppose that these
precious .crystals of carbon are every-
where so sparsely scattered over the
eartl's surface as to render the quest
one of patience and ditleulty. Imag-
ine, for iustance, some pebbly moun-
tain stream, whose pebbles were all
Kob-i-noors, Stars of the South, and
Great Pitt Dinmonds! What couster-
nation amongst the holders of family
heirlooms, whose glittering clusters
have been banded down from genera-
tion to generation, and valued at so
many thousands sterling—what horror
to ind that, by the glut in the market,
those thousands sauk to hundreds, to
tens, (o unite at last, or merely the value
of the cutting! Thatlady who deseribed
the wearing of diamonds as an exquisite
pleasure, but too painful, from the risks
incurred, would be then ablo to wear
her precious jewels in peace.

There 18 a strange, and too oflen a
fearful history attached to every great
gem of price, many of which while
flashing-on the brow of beauty, or in
some regal or imperial ornament, are
dimmed to the thoughtful mind by the
tears shed over them, or by the blood
in which they have too often bathed.
Robbery and murder have ever been
mingled with the stories of precious

ve,”

tage. But her father's dying request,
in Julia’s cyvs, was saered, 1t had sur-
prised and “stunned her, it i true, for
in thelr many conferences on the sub-
Ject, he hud neves gone beyond the
moat kindly remonstranee, and had
never even hinted sl anything like co-
ercion. .

Youitg Parsons had not the maguani.
mily to forego his . ungenerous advan-
tags, 1le aight huve been content with
his ¢ousin’s fortune alone, but hisright
to that depended on Aiy ofter and ler
rejoetion of an allinnze which she felt
in conscience buund to accept. The
brief season of grace, which she had
Loen compelled to beg eveu with tears,
had already almost passed, aud a few
mure days would witness the condem-
uation of two lives to hopeless misery.

At the conclusion of my friend’s nar-
rative, in which, for reasons that may
hereafter be developed, 1 felt a peculiar
interest, I prevailed upon-bim to accom-
puny me to a place of amusement to
which [ had previously procured tickets.

When we reached the theatre, the
performance hud already begun; but
we succecded in finding seats which
commumled o fair view both of the
uinge and the audience.

Tu a few moments George touched my
clbow,

“ Observe the gentleman nearly op-
posite, in the frout of the. parquette,
seated next.the column, leaning lisarm
on s cane,” he whispered,

1 looked in the direction indicated,
and suw o face whose striking resem-
blance to one 1 had seen before caused
me to slart with surprise.

S Who is it!” 1 asked.

s Ladridge Parsons,'” was the reply.

“Phe nephew of whom you spoke?'

s Phe snme,? my friend avswered.

“ Does he resemble his upcle?'" Lwas
on the point of ingairing, but just then
the stranger drew the glove from his
right hand, and I saw that the first joind
of the middic fingcr was wanting, s eir-
cuinstanee whichi, for sufficient reason
absorbed my attention.

s« Do you kuow the exact date of Mr.
Parsons’ death?” Lusked, when we bad
gained the strect at the close of the per-
formance. :

“Yes,” said (feorge, ‘it was the
twenty-third of December, His daugh-
ter received a telegram from her cousin
annowneing the fact thesame day, But
why do you axk 2"

I have u reason which may or may
not prove agood one,’” 1 returned; and
stating that 1 huwd business engugements
for the whole of the uext day, I parted
with my friend, promising to meet him
on the followinyg evening.

Next ufternoon found me at theoffice
of Dr. Parsons.

Dy, Parsous, 1 presume?'’ were the
words with which I accosted the gentle-
man [ had geen at the theatro,

Y ey, sir!

 You miny uot remember me, Doctor,
but I belleve we have met before,”.

41 beg pardon wir, for not recollecting
the occasion.”

WY ou were in New Orlenns last win-
ter, were you not 2"’

I was,’ ho nuswered, with some er-
barrasament.

1 am the gentlemun on whom you
ealled to drart o will,! .

He turned pate, but made no reply.,

Wi anw a record of that will in the
Surrogute's oflice this morning,” I re-
sumed, "and—"

WYou speak of my uncle's witl,” he
hastily Interrupted.

wAnd yet,” I eontiuued, ' you sald it
was yours when you upplled to have it
written, You represented yourself as
desirous of oxecuting such a document
preparatory to entbarking on a perilous
voyage. The puper was drawn in ac-
cordance with your instructions, leaving

“the date to be filled at the time of sign-
ing. Your locks were gray then, and
you certainly looked old enough to have
u marriagenble daughter, but your dis-
guise was not perfect,” and I pointed to
the mutitated finger.

“ What do you mean?' heshoutedin
a deflant tone, springing to his feet

# 8imply that your uncle’s slgnature
to that puper I8 o forgery ! ' I answered
rising and confrouting him, *' He died
on the twenty- third of Docensber, Your
own telegram to that effect Is in exist-
ence. It was on the twenty fourth, the

day before Christmas, that you called on
me to prepare the paper now on record
as his will, The Inference is plain; you
undertook to manufacture this spurious
testament aficr your uncle's death, and
wishing to clotlie your villainy in legal
form, you procured from me therequired
draft.” You, or some one at your iLsti-
gatiop, simulated the signature of the
deceased. The witnesses, whohavesince
perjured themselvesin theh‘depositlonsé

were prgeured in some manner bes
knovﬁvsfz)c oursel{—*’
¢ Edough, sir!" he ejaculated, plac-

gems ; and as a peaceful man, living in
these highly civilized times, I have
more than once felt my life to be fur
from safe as soon as it was known that
in the little black leathern ecase I car-
ried, or even in the scrap of tlssue.
paper In my walstcoat pocket, I held so
muny valuable dismonds, rubles, or
sapphires.

One gets used to It in time; butat
first there is a strong feeling that every
person who locks at you,orsaysn word
ubout the weather, I8 bent upon mur-
der and robbery. You live a solitary
life during your travels, You get in
the farthest corners of carriages. You
would not ride alone in a first coupe
with some strange traveler, upon auy
consideration,evenifthatstrangetravel-
ler where a feble old woman, since you.
would certainly suppose her to be a
ruffian in disguise. lSlegantly dressed
ladies become swindlers’ accomplices ;
clerical gentlemen, the swindlersthem-
gelves ; and distrust of everything and
everybody becomes the bane of our ex-
istence. Your wine or tea seemsto be
drugged, your food poisoned ; and once.
at a hotel'where I was staying, I had
serious thoughts about giving the pro-
prietor into custody for supplying me
with medicated soap.

I will not mention the name of the
Bond Street firm which I was some
years ago connected, but let it suflice
that their name was well known, and
that the manufacture of more than
one regal diadem had been intrusted
to their skilled workmen., I was
with them some twelve or fourteen
years, and’it was during that period
that the incident I am about to relate
occurred. As a matter, of course, the
strictest injunctions respecting care,
caution, and watchfulness are issued to
all the employees, especially to those
whose daily business brings them into
contact with the public; and being al-
ways in the show-rooms myself, I was
one of those in whom the elders of the
firm placed confidence. The conse-
quence was, that "being tolerably
thoughtful, sharp of eye, and a good
judge of gems, I rose to occupy vne of
the most responsible positions, and to
me were always intrusted those rather
delicate, critical, and caution-demand-
ing embassies, where customers wisbed
for jewels to be sent to their houses for
inspection.

In course of time, a little feeling of
jenlousy sprang up; but it did not
trouble me, for, either from extra care,
or from good fortune, I had not in any
single case been the cause of loss to my
employers—a state of satisfaction hard-
ly to be enjoyed by either of my brother
assistants, so many, so ingenious, and
g0 carefully contrived were, in those
days, the pians for defrauding the great
jewehers. I do not know that any very
great improvement has taken place of
Tate years; but my experience is with
the past, and I relate accordlngly. In
fact, so many were the tricks, that when
a visitor came to the show.rooms, the
first question we had to ssk wos: ‘ls
this a lady or a sharper?”

Very offen the swindlers, or thleves
were easy to detect ; for though dressec
in the extreme of fushlon, and arriving
perhaps {n a brougham, there would be
some slip of the tongue, somea vulgarism
—which would betray them, Frequent-
ly, o misplaced A, or a wrongly applled
verb, has raised susplelons, which de-
feated a carefully planned swindle, and
sent the dlsappointed ones to lameut
thelr 111 success, or often to Jail. But
with all care, the jewellers’ enemies are
80 many, and thelrlosses 8o heavy, that
in spite of enormous profits, the bul-
auce-sheets at the end of the year are
not so satisfactory as is supposed for
those who follow this artistic business.
Now a well.-dressed couple would come
and look at some rings, turn them over
for half an hour, and then leave, de-
claring that there was nothing to suit;
when perhaps before, more often after,
their departure, one or two valuable
gems have been missed,—taken no o
could tell how. Twice over, asslstants
allowed Jewels to be taken intoths next
room, at some hotel, to show a sick lady,
and came back ruefully to announce the
sick, as well as the sound, lady had dis-
ngeared. Times out of number, ring,
chaln,orbracelet has beensnatched from
counteror table; once such a thinghap-
pened when I was in walting, but a pre-
sentedglat,olsco ped the marauder before
hereached the oor, s dooralready bolted
by thie porter ; and my friend was com-
mitted for trial, and afterwards trans-
ported, One select company of visitors
purchased goods to the amount of nine
hundred pounds, when the gentleman
of the party wrote & check on the epot
for the amount,—Drummonds of Char-
ing eross being his bankers,—but as I
objected to theiewels being taken away
until the check was honored, I was
courteously told to send them to Mors

ley’s Hotel, and half gorry to be com-
pelled to show the distruet, I bowed the
distinguished customers out.

i Here, Johnson,” I said to one of
our men, ‘‘run down at once to Drum-
monds, and present this check; take a
cab.”

Tn half an hour Johnson was back
with the check branded with the words
# No effects,” .

T received an invitation to dine with
the head of our firm after that, and
returned home at night wearing a very
handsome gold wateb. ** A reward for
your shrewdness,” said the old gentle~
man, clapping me on the shoolder.—
+ You'll be in the firm yet, Willis, that
you will.”

1 hope I may,” Ithought,as I went
home that night; but the happy con-
summation pever arrived, since I was
but mortal, and, like other men, liable
to be deceived; though, upon maturer
consideration, 1 don’t think I wastvery
well used,

1 was seated one day busily examining
some stones which were to be reset for
the Countess of Maraschino, when the
principal came softly in.

“ Tock those up, Willis,”” be said,

the front show-room. Thomus is with
them, and I don’t halflike their looks.”

I hurried into tbe show-raom tore
lieve Mr. Thomas of his task, which he

save up with a very bad grace, and pro-
ceeded to listen to the demands of a tall
lady and gentleman in black, both of
‘whom wore respirators, and spoke in
low, husky voices. The gentleman
looked very pale and ill, and the lady
was very closely veiled as to the upper
part of her fuce; but upon my approach
she threw up Ler veil, and displayed the
bright bold eyes of a very handsome
.woman.

“ Don't look suspicious,’” I thought,
as T evaded the glance directed at me;
for our rule is not to look at eyes, but
Lands,—or rather fingers, which some-
times turn out to be light. In this case,
though, the lady’s were bicn gantec. aond
the gentleman’s thin, white, and goft,—
an invalid’s hands, in fact, and I pro-
ceeded to listen to their demands.

“ Well, Lilla, what's it to be?” aaid
the geatleman.

[ thought you had decided, love,”
was thereply. *‘Something simple, and
not too expensive now, whatever we
may decide upon hereafter. Why not
keep to what you’said,—a bracelet, or a
cross 2"

“\Well, show me some bracelets,” the
gentleman said, “‘Wedonot wantany-
thing of high price, but something
pretty, light, and suited for a young lady
of eighteen, about to be married.”

I proceeded to open case after case of
Lracelets of all prices, from ten to flve
hundred guineas each; but though they
were fagtidious aud hard to please, I was
bound to confess that the lady's taste
was excellent, and that the geutleman
wias no mean connoisseur in gems.,

T rather like that,” said the gentle-
man at last, selecting a very pretty but
slight bracelet, set with asapphire, sur-
rounded by pearls. **What is the
price ?”’

¢« Phat is sixty guineas,’’ I said.

“Yes, it’s pretty enough,,’ said the
Iady ; * but not sufliciently good.”

““You mean not valuable enough,”
gaid the gentleman: * but you know
the old proverb about the gift-horse.—
Lucille will not study the value, depend
upon it; and, besides, I don’t see any-
thing X like half so well.”’

“ Have it then, dear,’” was thereply ;
and then, directly after, ‘* Ah, what a
sweet crogs !'' exclaimed thelady, look-
ing atat enamel and gold ornament ly-
inginacase,—and which I immediately
opened, for I must confess I had almost
forgotten our principal’s suspiclons.

+P1t {g naweet little thing!’’ exclaimed
the lady, examining the cross; ‘‘such a
fine pearl, too, in the centre. I should
like it.”

W What, to give Lucille? " said the
gentlemaun,smiling.

“No: of course not. I fancied it
myself.!” -

" My dear Lilla, this i{s not a Hnen-
draper’s shop,” sald the gentleman
with ashrug and then there was asmile
and a whisper between them.

“WWhat I the price of tho cross 2" sald
the gentleman at last.

Y Kifty gulneas,” I sald,

# It seems a good denl for 8o small an
ornament,’’ suid the gentleman, turning
and returning the cross; but I explained
that the size of the pearls increased its
value; and after a little hesitation he
decided to take it, when I saw that he
was rewarded by a quiet pressure of
the hapd from hLis companion, whose
eyes then met mine almost mirthfully
for a moment,

“You're a nice creature, I expect,”
muttered I to myself; “coax himoutof
everything you faney, and then laugh
in your sleeve.” But my eyes were
wanted to guard the valuableassortment
of jewelry displayed, and they were back
the next instant to business.

“\Where can I send these, sir?" Iln-
quired.

“AL! we'lltake them,” said the lady;
twe will not trouble you to send.”

I explained thatit would be no trouble,
but they held to their determination;
and upon payment beiug requested, the
gentlemen drew outa check book, asked
for pen and Ink, and wrote a check for
one hundred and ten guineas upona
small city bank.

Now it was that my lips became a

little tighter, and I felt that the princi-
pal had had some cause for his suspi-
cions; sud thoroughly on my guard, I
took the check, and explained that it
was a rule of the establishment that
goods should not be delivered until after
a check had been presented.

“Ah, quite right, quite right,’ said
the gentleman quietly, and without dis-
playing the slightest annoyance. ‘' I
can essily suppose that you are obliged
to becareful.”’

But the lady looked sngry, and re-
turned my bow very distantly as I
ushered them out, having promised to
send the purchases on to thefashionable
hotel—Moore’s, in Brook Street—at
which they were staying.

“All o farce, but well carried out,”
[ said to the principal as he came up to
me, and I showed him the check and
the card given me, bearing the name
“ Mr. H. Elliston Ross,’”’ and in pencil,
“ Moore's Hotel,” ¢ Butwe'llsend the
check all the same, Iere, Johnson.”

The principal shrugged his should-
ers; and as Johnson came up to where
I was carefully running over the vari-
ous items of jewelry, to see thut noth-
ing had been stolen, I gave him the
checls, and he went city ward.

To my great satisfaction, all wus
right: not a jewel missing, and the
purchased cases laying by me. Sud-
denly, o eold chill shot through me.—
Had they contrived to abstract the con-
tents ? I tore the little morocco boxes
open ; but, no—all was correct. Cross
and bracelet lay upon their white velvet
beds; and so - far, everything was per-
fuctly satisfactory. If they were swin-
dlers, we had escaped ; and I began to
wonder whether I should getanother in-
valion to dinnper, & chaln formy wateh,
and be told that T was a step nearer to
the junlor partnership.

o our intense nstonishment, though
at an hour’s end, Johnson returned
smiling. 4

“ All right, sir,”” he said,

Y 'Why, you don’t mean—"

“ Al right, sir,” he said. ‘/Check
cashed in an Instant: hundred and fif-
teen pounds, tenshlillings.”

It is almost needless to add that the
two littlo cases were sent immedlately
to the hotel, and a discussion followed
respecting unnecessary suspicion, and
how very often it happened that swln-
dlers passed unnoticed, while honest
people were suspected.

IN TWO CHAPTERS,—II,

A month passed when one cold Jan-
uary day I was in the show-room, and
the same ludy made her appearance
alone, She atill wore her respirator, but
looked very pale, baggard, and troubled.
The bold look seemed to have gone from
rhereyes; and as Irecalled my thoughts
I felt that I had misjudged her, for she
began to spenk tenderly of her husband,
Mr, Ross, who was lying very ill at the

hotel.

*T have brought back the cross to be
repaired,’” she said, drawing the little
moroeco case from her rich sable muff,

“ The ring was tooslight, and it broke
from my necklet the second time it was
worn, I had a narrow escape of losing
it; but Mr. Ross found it himself upon
the lawn, trodden into the grass. I
thought I would leave it until we came
up again, Ofcourse you can repalrit? "’

I expressed my sorrow, and promised
to have it seen to at once.

¢ You need not hurry for a few days,
Mr. Ross is in town to consult Sir Eal-
ing Dean, and I fear he will send us to
Madeira, This climate is killing my
poor husband.”

Thejdistant hauteur was all gone; and

“and go and attend to those parties in “

LANCASTER PA. WEDNESDAY MORNING AUGUST 18 1869

customer bowed to my few sympathetic
remarks, and hints of its being an unu-
sually trying season, &o.

* Our friend was delighted with the
little bracelet, a gift which Mr. Ross
wishes to supplement with something
a little more valuable. Perhaps I could
be allowed to select a few things for you
to submit to his choice at the hotel? I
know his taste now pretty well, and it
will save trouble

« Anything you like to select shall be
sent, wa'am,” Isald; and I then pro-
ceeded to open and display to their best
advantage, some very valuable brace-
lets, whickr were one and all rejected.

“Yes,” she said sadly, ‘ they are very
handsome ; but Mr, Ross would not like
them, I am sure, and it is uselessto take
things on that he would Dot approve.

His taste was always good ; and as his
health fatls, he seems to have acquired
an indescribable tone that I cannot ex-
plain, except that it is artistic and
dreamy."

I brought out some plain -but good
pearl and diamond ornaments in suites,
one suite in particular taking her atten-
tion.

“Yes; I like that,
that.”

It is a suite made to order; but it
could be made again in a very short
time,” I eaid,

“That would not do,’ she said, ‘‘un-
less it could be supplied in a fortnight.”

v 1 think we could get over that diffi-
culty,” I said with a smile; and then
bracelets, rings, chains, and watches—
certainly the most chaste and elegant
we had—were selected and put aside,

w Tt is only fair to say,” sald the lady,
smiling—at least, I could see that she
was smiling, in spite of her respirator,
—*that Mr. Ross will not purchase
many of these elegant ornaments. I
know he would like a watch and chain,
and aring. Perbaps, too, if he admired
them, one of those pearl suites; but I
thought it better to speak, as since his
illness he has become, not, irritable but
—but—perhaps a little hard to please,
and Ishould be sorry if lhe rejected
everything you brought.”

8o much deintcacy was displuyed in
these remarks, that I could only cour-
teously assure her that we should only
be too happy to attend again and again
upon Mr. Ross, till we had hit upon
something he admired; and upon prom-
ising to send the selected goods on the
next morning at eleven, our visitor rose
to go.

“I would ask you to send this after-
noon,” said the lady on rising, **but I
don’t think Mr, Ross quite well enough.
He saw our physicianthis morning, and
the interviews are always very trying
to his nerves,”

I placed the little cross in the work-
men’s hands for repair; and the next
morning, punctually al eleven, I was
at Moore's Hotel, accompanied by a
porter with a goodly assortment of jew-
elry.

A few words with the manager set
me quite at ease, though my inquiries
were a mere matter of form, Mr. El-
liston Ross lived {n Yorkshire, ownel
coul mines, and wasin town to visit the
court physician, Sir Ealing Dean; had
been there once before for the same reas
son ; perfect gentleman; his lady quite
zcxlu angel,—waited on him night and

ay.

I was shown into the room where Mrs.
Ross was seated,—this time without her
respirator, She arose with a sad smile
and motioned me to a seat; while put-
ting on ber respirator, she went into
the next room, remaining absent a few
minutes, and then returniog, requested
me to bring in my cases for Mr. Ross to
see.

I had left the porter down stalrs; 8o,
taking up the two small leathern boxes,
I followed Mrs. Ross 1nto aslightly
shaded room, where, looking deathly
pale, the gzentleman who bad visited
our place of business lay upon a couch
reading the 7¥mes. He wasattired ina
biue cloth dressing gown, aod had a
small table drawn up to hls side, on
which werea bottle, glass and a caratfe
which seemed to contain barley water,
He, too, wore a respirator: but he re-
moved it for n few moments to take o
little of the barley water, and then care-
fully replaced it, coughing hollowy the
while.

“Sorry to brirg you into a sick-
room.” he said, courteously, ‘'Sorry,
in fact, to bring you here at all, for'I
would much rather have chosen the
trifle or two I wanted at your shop. I
trust you have not brought many
things, though ?"'

©Only a few that Mrs. Ross thought
you—that your lady chose, sir,”’ I said.

He nodded, and then listlessly ex-
amined first one snd then another orna-
ment, as I opened them out, but always
with a dissatisfled air.

“Don’t you like those, dear?” said
Mrs. Ross, in rather disappointed tones,
as I displayed in the best lights the
pearl suite.

1 No; notat all,’ said the invalid.
* Too plain ; almost vulgar.”

“Might I be allowed to suggest,’ I
said, carnestly, ‘‘ that to see pearls to
advantage, they most be worn. It isa
well-known fuct that pearls are gems
which show to asgreat advantage upon
a dark as upon a fair complexion ; and
if your lady—"'

1 paused here, and glanced towards
Mys. Ross, who smiled graciously, and
then clasped the bracelets round her
shapely wrist thenecklaceover her fine
throat, and placed the tiara in her
hair,—looking almost regal as she stood
before us.

1 You seethe difference,’ Isaid draw-
ing back. -

% Yes, yes,” said the invalid, impa-
tiently; ‘*they looked well enough on
her; but they are for quite a girl.—
Take them off, Lilla.”

Mrs. Ross obeyed, and the ornaments
were replaced in the case; when I pro~
ceeded to display the other jewels, but
apparently to find no favor.

“Here, Lilla, give me a glass of
sherry. Confound this thing, it almost
chokes me,”” He tore oft the respira-
tor, and hurled it to the other end of the
room.

“ ¥or my sake, dear,”” I heard her
whisper to him, as, stepping lightly
anross the room, she picked up the re-
spirator, and brought it back.

“\Well, thers; get out the sherry,
then,” he said, pettishly, as he touk
back the instrument,

©+No, no, dear; Sir Ealing said—"'

s Confound 8ir Ealing! If I am to
die, let me die comfortably, and not to
be tortured todeath, Get out thesherry,
I say,—the port too.”

I saw a teur trickle down Mrs Ross’
cheek as she fetched a couple of decan-
ters from a sideboard where they stood
with glasses.

* Haven't you some cake, or did you
send it down?” he sald impatiently.

1 have it here, dear?’ said Mrs.
TRoss softly ; and she placed a portion of
u small pound.cake upon the table.

v (3lve me a glass of sherry,” he sald,
impatiently. *' No, not that glass—the
other—Mr.—I don't know your name—
try that sherry.” He sip;)ed a little,
“You'll find it very good.’

w1 thank you,"” I'sald quietly; ** but
I never take wine in business hours.”

' Won't you try the port, then ?'' he

sald,

WA little cake 2" suggested the lady.
“We aresimple country people, and not
much acquainted with Lobodon etl
quette. Fray,excuseus if we trespass.’”’

I bowed, aud declined, when Mrs,
Roses readjusted her husband’s resplra-
tor, leaning over him the while.

W Now let me see that blacelet,” said
Mr. Ross, pointing toone upon thetable.
“But are these all you have brought?”

“Yes, sir,’’ I said; “but I can easily
bring a tresh selection,”’—though I had
brought over two thousand pounds’
worth,

“ Hem, yes,” he sald; ‘! of course!—
Do you like that bracelet, Lilla ?"

“Yes," sald Mre, Ross; ‘I picked it
out particularly yesterday., The emer-
ald ts so beautiful.” )

¢ Put it on,” he sald curtly ; and she
clasped it upon her arm,

“ How much?'’ he said, shortly.

“Thirty-five gulnleas,’ I replied.

“ Dear,’, he said,—'‘very dear, The
bracelet we bought at the shop was far
more handsome &t the same money.”

“No love; it wassixty guineas;” sald
Mrs. Ross, R

“Ah! waait? Iforgot,” hesald care-
lessly. “Well, lay that aside: I don’t
want you to come for nothing."”

I hastened to assure him that it was
theywish of the firm to satisfy their pa-
trons, as well as to sell their jewelry,
and that we should only be too happy
to bring or send on a fresh selection for
his choice.

He assented almost rudely, and turn-
ed over the various rings, asking the

You might send

grices of nearly every article 1 had
rought, when, suddenly throwing him-
gelf impatiently back, he exclalmed,

in a lady-like. courteons manner, our

“Good heavens Lilla, this room isin
sufferable; throw some of that vinegar
ubout.”

Mrs. Rosssmiled faintly ; and taking
a flexible tnbe from the mantelpiece,
she pressed it, 8o that in a fine sbower
a fine scented aromaatle vinegar dif-
fused a refreshing perfume through the
room.

“wThat's better,”” he exclaimed.—
“ Now show me those pearis again.
How much did you say they were? "’

v Four hundred guineas the suite,” I
sald, hastening to lay them before him.

““There, take them away!'’ he ex-
claimed. ‘I can’t afford four hundred
guineas ; four hundred shillings more
likely. ‘I'hat confounded doctor is ruin-
ing me. Let me look at the watches;
or, stay, let me look atthe pearls again.
No; never mind, 1 won’t have them
unless you will take have the mopey.”

T smiled and shook my head. ‘*We
are not dealers of that sort, sir,”’ I ven-
tured to say.

“ 1 don't know—I don’t know. I be-
lieve you jewellers get most terrible
profits. S8how me the watches.”” ~

1 was hastening to place the half-
dozen I had with mein his hands, when
he exclaimed agsain: ‘' Insufferable!
Have you any more of that vinegar,
Lilla?”?

Mrs. Ross nodded ; and taking a cut-
glass bottle from her pocket, she placed
it with a handkerchief by his side. -

“No, no,”’ hesaid, giving me back
the watches;, Sprinkle the room with
another of those tubes. Now you! 1'll
have that little plafh watch, I'm get
ting tired of this. Letme balf achain
to match—a fine one, mind—the thin-
pest you have—and that will do for to-
day.”

As I selected four or five chains, after
putting the watch aside, Mra, Ross took
up another tube, unscrewed it, and then
appeared to be taking especial notice of
the chains which I bore across to the
invalid.

% Those are sweetly pretty,” she ex-
claimed. *I don’t remember noticing
them so much yesterday."”

As she spoke, she stood close to my
side, when, the invalid exclaimed im-
patintly: * There, pray, be quick,
dear;”’ and at one and the same moment,
he poured out the contents of his bottle
upon his handkerchief and I felt a fine
gpray of a pecullar odor playing rightin
my nostrils.

1 started back gasping and astounded
when, leaping from the couch, the iu-
valid exclaimed: “‘Good heavens, sir,
you are unwell!” and he covered my
face and nose with the wet bandker-
chief, forcing mebackwardsintoachalr.
I believe that I struggled, but only
feebly ; for a strange, delicious, ener-
vating languor was stealing over me; I
saw things mistily but still witt an un-
derstanding mind, seeing, though un-
able to move hand or foot, that the in-
valid was bending over me, while Mrs.
Ross was hastily placing thie various
articles of jewelry in her pocket.

I saw sall that, but in a dreamy, un-
troubled way, for it seemed then to be
not of the slightest consequecnce, not to
concern me. Thken I have some recol-
lection of an intensely cold sensatinn g
of water being poured upon my luce,
while my next impression is of braring
a closing door and the click of a lock.
How long I remained in that condi-
tion, I never knew; but by degrees I
woke to a feelingof deadly nausea; my
head swam, my temples throbbed, and
everything I gazed upon was seen
through a mist of dancing motes. But
by degrees thoughts of the present be-
gan to take the place of the dreamy
imaginings of the pas.. I started up

and Jooked around, to find that I was
still In the inner room; but the Jewels

_the cases—where was the invalld—
where Mra. Ross? Was it true, or was
it some strange vision? It wasimpos~
sible that I could have been duped like
that.

I ran to the door,- fastened. The
othier door,—locked on the outside, I
darted across to the bell, but in doing
go, caught my foot in the loug table

cover, tripped and fell, dragging the
cloth on to the carpet and revealing the
whole of the jewe: cases beneath the
table, just as they had been hastily
flung.

I could not help it then, for my braln
was confused, and, stooplog down, I

took the cases one by one, sud opened
themw, in the fond hope that I had been
decelved, and that I should find the
jewels safe; but, save one ring, which
had escaped their notice, everything
had been taken,

I sat on the carpet for a few minutes
holding my throbbing head, and trying
to recall the scene, but almost in vain,
for it seemed as if a portion of my ex-
istence had been wiped completely
away. 1 was showing jewelry at one
moment, the next it seemed that I was
seated by theempty cases. I tried to
clear my facuities, but in vain; and 1
should think quite half an hour had
elapsed before. thoroughly awakened to
the fact that I had been robbed, I rang
the bell,

I had nearly arrived at the extent of
my loss two or three times, but only to
have, as it were, a veil drawn over my
genses, just as if a relapse were coming
on; and then mentally blind, I could do
nothing but rock myself to and fro,
trying to get rid of the remains of the
strange stupor in which I had been
plunged.

Before the waitercould ascend, I rang
again.

“ Where are Mr, and Mrs, Ross ?’ I
inquired.

“ Went out in a brougham some time
ago, sir: and your lunch is ready.”

“ My lunch ?’ I exclalmed.

“ Yes, sir; the lunch they ordered for

ou,”

10, thank you!"” I said quietly; “1'1
ring again. Send my porter up in five
mioutes’ time.”

The waiter did not seem surprised
that the door was fastened on the out-
side—it had not struek him then; but
as soon as he had gone, I hastily re-
packed the empty morocco cases, and
as soon as possible made my way back
into Bond street, and met the principal.

“We were just getting uneasy, Mr.
Willis, and going to send after you.—
“#What have they taken?”

“Everything, sir,’ I said, almost
fiercely.

“What ! he exclaimed.

I told all I knew, while he listened
with blank amazement.

Then followed a visit to Great Scot-
land Yard, and to Moore’s, to find that
Mr. and Mrs. Ross had not returned;
while so impressed was the manager
with his visitors' respectability, that he
laughed at the idea of there having been
any swindling transaction. They were
most respectable people, he said; paid
thelr bill last time without a murmur:
thelr portmanteaus and boxes up stairs
were all In their rooms; and it was all
 mistake,—'* or something worse,'’ he
added, with a dark look at me.

That it was ‘‘something worse,” was
very soon evident from the tubes aud
bottles, and & wine glass contalning &
few drops of limpid fluid, found to cor-
roborate mystory. But though the In.
struments of the deceptlon, even to a
couple of respirators, lined with wet
sponge, were found, the depredators
had made their escape, and were never
found; though I verlly belleve that if I
had watched the lady swindlers in the
various police courts, sooner or later, I
should have encountered tho interest-
luf Mrs. Ross.

need hardly add after so heavy a
loss, the firm never seemed to take
thoroughly to heart the idea of a junior
partnersnip with respect to mysell;
while as to my brother assistants, they
laughed in their sleeves at my down-
fall; thou% , after all, I cannot seethat
I was much to blame, this not being by
any means the first Great Jewel robbery.

A New England Bermon.

“Wal,” said Sam, leanlng over the
fire, with his long, bony bands alter-
notely raised to catch the warmth, and
then dropped with an utter laxness,
when the warmth became too powerful,
“Parson Simpsop’s a smart man; but
T tel! ye it's kind o! discouragin. Why,
he sald our state nnd condition by natur
waa just like this: We was clear down
a well fifty feet deep, and the sides all
round nothing but glare ice; but we
was under immediate obligations toget
out, 'cause we was free, voluntary

agents. But nobody had ever got out
and nobody would, unless the Lor
reached down and took ’em. And
whether he would or not nobodﬁ could
tell; it was all sovereignty. IHe sald
there wan’t one in a hundred—not one
in a thousand—not one in ten thousand
—tbhat could be saved. Lord massy,
says 1 to myself, ef that'sso, they're
any of ’em welcome tomychance, And
so§ kind o'ris up and come out, cause
1'd got a pretty long walk home and I
wanted to go around by South Pond and
lnrl;lui’r'e about Aunt Sally Morse's tooth-
ache. '

The Water Spider.

once be seen that in the title given
this series of rambling papers a wi
fleld has been opened to us, and t

to gelect subjects for examination,

their owa account.
With this brief statement of what

path that presents {tself.

down.

the water.

is usually egg-shaped, with an openin

downward.

brated English naturalist.

were some aquatic plants, such as th

!

ilarly deposited.

3
very qu

little animal wasemplcyed in extendin

to the supports. At length it seeme
to be satisfied, when it crept into an
settled itself in the cell,
now the size and nearly the shape
half an acorn cut transversely, t

most."

described :

sisted by a thread attached
or other support below,
comes near the surface, it turns wit

which cover the abdomen, but is hel
tremity, this crossing of the legs takin

rapldly aud regains its cell, always b
the same route, turns the abdome
within it, and disengages the bubble.

aptas n saucer-shaped cocoon, whic
she fustens to the inner side of the ce
near the top. Here she deposits about

The color of the water spider s brow:

red on the upper segment.

easily
and velvety appearamce.

aversion, the spiders, as we have see

interest, and illustrate very fully i

genuity of instinct. 'To enter into

lar varieties of the spider family know

in itself.
malca, and the Raft Spider.

with which naturalists are most fami

pointed barbs.
an inch in length.

tion of its burrow. This consists of

ground, geuerally on some slo

derives its popular name.
When removed from the earth, th
tube is seen to be double.

bark than of anything else.

resembling rough,
paper
looks

that in {he tunnel itself,
shape,
curacy, aud is

openitg it defends.
oxuctly resembles that of th
the tube,
with eart
the hole is dug. Being flush with tt

inner lining of the door,
hinge, is & seml-circular row of 8
holes,
the spi
wishes to
closed ag
Anuther remarkable

edoff inwardly so that the accurate ¢l

crease In its strength, Its shaps,
worthy of notice. Toward the hinge,
s compsaratively thia,
edge it 18 very
so that its own weight s sufllicient
keep it firmly closed.

From this door fine silken threa

ler,
see)lvxllng gafety in flight only when 8
finds her efforts vain,

She will even permit her burrow to
dug up
ing it.
a stone or obstacle'to its opening,

ever, she
and becomes inert and ap
stupefied, or, at the best w:

Since the curiosities of animal life are
as funumerable as its forms, it will at

great difficuity will be not to find but
shall therefure confine our not[ce“:g
comparatively a few of the more inter-
esting objects encountered in sundry
excursions into the byways of natural
history, hoping that many persons may
receive some little entertainment and
instruction therefrom, aud still others
be ineited to make slmilar rambles on

designed in these papets, the writer will
proceed to his pleasing task without
further preliminary, entering the ex-
tepsive region in which bis wanderings
are to be made at the first promising

Among the varied forms of life in the
water there is none, perhaps, more in-
teresting or curious than that affurded
by the Water Spider, a by no means
rare inbabitant of sluggish streams and
ditches, where it may be seen rising
slowly to the surface of the water, giv-
ing a kind of flirt into the air, and then
disappeariog ioto the depths, Jooking
like a small globe of silver as it sinks
What is curious about this little
animalis thefact that, though it breathe,

atmospherie air, it builds its nest under
This pest, or cell, like the
nests.of other spiders, is formed of silk,

at the lo wer-end, and is filled with the
air on which the spider is dependent for
breathing. It is, in fact, a miniature
diving-bellin every essential particular,
the tenant of which reposes there, after
the manner of its kind, with its head

For a long time naturalists vainly en-
deavored to solve the problem asto how
the alr was introduced into this cell.
Various theories were propounded, but
nothiny satisfactory was offered till the
question was finally set at rest by the
careful experiments of Mr. Bell, a cele-

Having obtained a number of water-
spiders, hie placed them in an upright
cylindrieal vessel of water, in which

spiders usually fasten their cells to, One
of the little animals having commenced |}
to weave its beautiful web, was present- | 1
y seen to rise to the surfuce and secure
a bubble of air, with which it immedi-
ately and quickly descended, and the
bubble was disengaged from the body
and left in conpection with the web.—
Soon it ascended again, and brought
down another bubble, which was sita- 1

“in this way,” continues Mr. Bell,
‘1o legs thwan fourteen jourmeys wer
erformed —sometimes two or three
ickly, one after another; at
other times with aconsiderable interval
between them, during which time the

and giving shape to the beautitul trans-
parent bell, getting into it, pushing
it atone place and smending it at an-
other, and strengthenipg.its uuachmeudh

which was
of | the pieces.
he | of the Inglish siskin, and I judged the

smaller and rounded part being upper-

The curious manner in which the 1
animal obtains its air bubbles is thus

© It ascends to the surface slowly, as-
to the lea
As soon as it | cumstances

the extremity of the abdomen upward,
and exposes a portion of the body to the
air for an instant; then, with a jerk, it
snatches, as it were, 8 bubble of air,
which s not only attached to the hairs

on Ly the two hind legs, which are
crossed at an acute angle near their ex

place at the ipstant the bubble s gelzed,
‘I'he little creature then descends wmore

At the proper season the water spider

hundred minute sperical-shaped eggs.

with a grayish sarfuce, caused by the
thick growih of halr which covers the
body, and with a very elight tinge of
There is
another specles of spider sometimes
called by the same name, but which is
to be distinguished from the
water spider by its bright scarlet color

Though generally deemed objects of

in the brief sketch given above of the
water spider, present many points of

their habits what may be called the in-
minute description of the many singu~

to naturalists would require a volume
There are two, however, to
which we propose devoting a few para-
graphs—the Trap-door Bpider of Ja-

Trap-door Spiders are found in va-
rlous parts of the world, But the one

Neither its large size nor its crab-like
appearance, however, has rendered the
Trap-door Spider so remarkable as the
ingenuity it displays in the construe-

silken tube or tunnel sunk into the
ing spot,
the entrance to which is guarded by the
strap-door’” from which the animal

The outer
covering is thick, harsh and crumpled,
having more the sppearauce of rough
Beneath
this covering is an inger layer, smooth
to the eye and of a silky softness to the
touch, Over this is woven the texture
of the inner surface, nearly white, much
unsized prioting
, Under the microscope thislining
like very rougb felt, covered with
little prominences, and composed of
threads confusedly twisted together,
much coarser than ordinary splder-web
and as stiff as if covered with slze or

um.
& The “trap-door’’ at the entrance of the
tube is a flap of the same material as
Cireular in
it fits the orifice with perfect ac-
viattached to the tube by
u tolerably wide hinge, so that when 1t
cloges 1t falls true and falr upon the
The Inner surface
e lotertorof
but its outer surface {8 covered
h taken from the soil in which

level of the ground, when 1t ls closed all
traces of the burrow arelost.”” Upon the
opposite the
mall
about thirty in number, In which
der inserts ber claws when she
keep the coverlng of her cell
alnst unwelcome intrudérs.—
peculiarity in the
construction of the trap is that its edge,
as well as that of the aperture, is bevel-

sure of the entrance i8 pertectly ensured
whilst at the same time the weight of
the door is lessened without any de-

but upon the
thick, solid and heavy

extend to the bottom of the cell, where
the spider reposes during the day. By
the vibration of these threads, the ani-
mal ls warned of any attempt to force
an entrance into her habltation. As
goon a8 she percelves them to be shaken
she hastens to the door, fastens herleygs
to it and to the opposite wall of the gal-
and pulls with all her strength,

Nothing snort of actual violence will
dislodge the spider from her habitation.

and earried away without desert-
Should the door be covered wllllh
she
speedily constructs a new ectrance.—
Once fairly driven from her home, how-
loses all energy and courage,
arently | w
s about  selves in a po

uidly and as if she had lost all i
terest in the concerns of life,

lang

to
de
he

simply a8 asafe home for the spider,

various kinds fall victims to its necessi-
ties, and at the bottom of its tunnel may
be found the relics of its feast, often 1n-

beetles,

The Raft Spider, attains quite large
dimensions, is rather a handsome ani-
ma) of its kind, a broad orange band
marking the outline of the abdomen
and thorax, and contrasting beautl-
fully with the soft, rich brown of
the creature's general hue, Its legs
are pinkish, while a double row
of small white spots upon the abdomen,
and a number of short dark transverse
bars give variety to the coloring.

The Raft Spider is one of the largest
of British spiders, and is only to be
found in fenny or marshy places,
abounding most in the fens of Cam-
bridgeshire. - Weaving no web, it ob-
tains its Prey in the chase following the
objects of its pursuit upon the water as
well as upon the land. Gathering a
quantity or dry leaves, moss, small twigs
and the like, thespider fasteps them to-
gether into n sort of raft, which it
launches upon the water, and currents.
As aguatic insects are numerous, the
hardy voyager finds no lack of prey.—
Land insects, too, such as moths, flies,
beetles, and the like, are continually
falling into the water, and these become
the most unresisting of the spider’s
victims. Nor does the animal always
sit idle upon the raft, waiting for such
prey as may chance to come within
reach ; but when it sees an insect upon
the surface, it runs swiftly over the
water, secures its victim, and carries it
to the raft, to be there devoured at leis-
ure, Itecancven descend several inches
into the water, which it does, not by
diving, as in the caseof the water spider,
but by crawling down the stems” of
aquatic plants. This capability of liv
ing for some time beneath the surface
of the water, often stands the spider in
good stead, enabling it, by slipping un-
der its raft, to avoid the attacks of pass.
ing enemies.
A century and a half since, in an
account of the insects of Surinam,
it was stated that there were spiders
n that country which eaught hum-
ming-birds just as our common house-
spiders do flies. At first received
without scruple, then doubted, this ac-
count, perhaps from the circumstance
that it was related by & woman natural-
ist, finally fell into contemptuous disbe-
ief. Butthe fact that gigantic splders
do exist capable of making small birds
their prey, has of late years been fully
o | established. Mr. H. W. Bates, an Eng-
lish gentlemen who spent eleven years
upon the banks of the Amazon, relates
an encounter with aspider of this kind,
measuring nearly two inches in length
of body, and seven inches with the legs
expanded. *I was attracted,” says he,
“bhy a movement of the monster on a
tree trunk. It was close beneath adeep
crevice in the tree, across which was
stretched a dense white web, Thelow-
d | er part of the web was broken, and two
small birds, finches were entangled in
They were about the size

i3

g

e

g

two to be maleand female. Oneof them
was quite dead, and the other lay near-
y 8o under the body of the spider, and
wassmeared with thesalivaexcluded by
the monster. I drove away the spider
and took the birds, but the second one
. I found the cir-
to be quite a novelty to the
residents hereabout.
This spilder he informs us belong-
ed to the genus DMygale, of which
there are several species. Its body
fs covered with coarse gray and
reddish bairs, which sheds very easily
when lving, and which penetrate the
skin of any one incautiously touching
them,cansing nolittle painful irritation.
The natives do not secem to entertain
any feeling of abhorrence towards these
creatures ; for Mr, Bates once saw 8
group of children amusing thetmselves
with agigantc Mygsle, which they had
secured by tying a striog around its
walst, and were leading it nbout like a
dog.
M. Pousslelgue, s French tourlst,
whose narrative of a journey in IFFlorida
fn 1%51-2 has receuntly appeared in
France, relates a somewhat similar ad-
venture with 8 monster Mygale, One
morning, while at Fernandina, he had
been for some time watching from the
door of his room the movements of a
pair of ruby throated humming birds.
Finally falling asleep, he was presently
aroused by piercing cries from the birds,
A terrible drama,’” he continues
 was enacting on the wallsof my own
cabin, right under my eyes. Rolled up
iu the centre of the leaf of a passion-
flower, was the nest of the birds I had
been watching—a pretty structure of
cotton-down and mose. In the nest
were three young birds, entirely red. A
hideous mouster was menacing the ex-
{stenceor these dear innocents. A spider
of the genus Mygale—the Giant My-
gale—black and hairy, whose claws,
armed with fearful-looking hooks,
wereatleast ten inches long, wascrouch-
ed motionless on the casing of the door,
with his head turned toward tbe nest,
which he was gazing at §reedlly with
his white, green-pupiled eyes. The
parent birds uttered cries of despalr.—

¢ | soon died.
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far is & native of Jamaica. It is an odd~ | The mother, clingingtoa leafabove the
looking creature, with short, powerful
legs, and amost formidable pairof fangs,
notsble for the fact that their bases are
furnished with a series of sharply-
It is seldom less tha

nest, covered her little ones with her

drooping wings ; the male, his feathers

bristiing with rage, lew aronnd thespl-

der, ready to attack the mopster and to

sacrifice his life for his progeny.

It was the struggle of a pigmy

against a giant. Little by little the spi-
der crept on, and the innocents seemed
about to perish.

“ [ interposed. With a blow of my
cane, I struck the spider, breaklng three
of his claws, and then finished by knock-
ing him to the ground. It was a hide-
ous creature, and I shuddered when I
thought how I had slept with such &
neighbor in my house.

““These huge Mygales are common in

the country. Their appearance is so
horrible that they are destroyed when-
ever seen ; and yet they are of conside-
rable gervice in devouring parasitic in-
sects, moths, canker flies, centipedes
and termites.  As has been seen, they
also attack small birds,"”

As a sortof tall-piece todur brief notes
uponspid ers, we cannot refrain from
condensing & quotation trom an old
French work, which we find In Bir
John Hawkins' ** History of Music,”
From it the inference is unavoldable
that the spider, though somewhat given
to ** stratagems and spolls,’’ hathau ear
for music, if not a soul forit.  As to the
locality of the sald ear, however, nutu-
ralists seem a8 yet to know nothing:

A certain French captain, baving been
conflued for some military olfence, beg-
red the governor of his prison to allow
Iiim to play his lute, ** tosoften his con-
finemeunt. He was greatly astonlahed,
after four days, to eeo at the time of hiis
playing the mice come outof their holes
and thesplders descend from thelr webs,
forming a cirele around him to hear hlm
with sttention.’” His astonlshment was
such that he ceased playing, when ‘‘all
those insccts retired quietly into thelr
jodglngs.”  Our officer was thereupon
led to make certain profouud retlec

tlons upon what the ancleuts have
told usof Orpheus, Arlon and Amphion,
Having after six days recovered some-
what from his astonlshment, and con-
quered his natural aversion to ‘" those
sorts of Insects,” he began afresh ‘‘lo
glve concerts tothem.” Every day they
came in greater numbers ‘‘as if they had
invited others, 8o that in process of time
he found hundreds of them about him."”
Another Frenchman, one Monsieur
P——, *a man of merit and probity,’ an
excellent muslcian, relates s somewhat
similarstory, Oneevening, topass away
the time whilst walting for supper, he
took up his viollo, setting o light upon
{he table before him. ‘He had not
played a quarter of an hour before he
saw several spiders descend from the
ceiling. They came and raoged them-
selves round about the table to hear bim
play.”! Though greatly surprised, he
did not cease playing, ‘‘being willing to
see the end of so singularan occurreunce.
They remained upon the tuble very at-
tentively until somebody came to tell
him sué)per was ready, when, he having
stoppe

to thelr webs, to whic
no inj
himself thereafter with that diversion.”
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loftily poetical, certainl
a great natural truth.
least one exception to
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The dwelling thus curiously built
and protected is not used as asnare, but

which is nocturnal in its habits, seek-
fog its prey at night only. Insects of

cluding the remains of tolerably large

playlng, thesplders remounted
he would suffer
ury to be done, often entertaining

" As helpless as a fish out of water’ is
a comparison as forcible, probably, 8s it
possible to make, and, if not very
founded upon
till, there is at
the general rule
that water is the only ephere in
hich the finny tribes find them-
sition to display their
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activity. We do not allude to those
fitful and momentary periods of aerinl
existence enjoyed by the flying fish aud
some of its congeners, nor to the fact
that some of the frog-fiahes and eels
have the power of holding on to life in
the mud or sand left exposed during the
interval between the ebb and the flow
of the tide. Nor yet have we in our
mind those English eels which, Gosse
tells us, are known to annually ascend
the trees whose branches haog into a
certain pond near Bristol, pass over to
the opposite brauches, and drop intoan
adjoining stream ; and this, too, 1n such
pumbers that the trees at times appear
to be quite alive with eeis. It is not to
these we refer, but to the Climbing
Perch, a singular fial, first taken notice
of in the East Indies, but of which
specimens have been found by Agassiz
in South Awmerica.

The Climbing Perch is best known as
an inhabitant of rivers and pouds in
most parts of the Iast Indies, and is
about six inches long. Unplike otber
fishes of which we have any kuowledge
it can live for several days oul of water,
and has the power of arcending trees,
which it does, it is asserted, fur the pur-
poseofobtaining food. Heunce ity zomrmoun
and scientific appellation—scandans, or
climbing. In allitsgarts, this singular
little fish is peculiarly fitted for perform-
1ng the feat from which it derives its
name. Fromitsgill cpvergprojectunier-
ouslittlespinesorprickles which areused
as hands to cling to the tree. Tofactll.
tate its progress over the bark, its body
is lubricated with a very slippery mu-
cus. In climbing, the fish, turning its
tail totheleft, and resting upon thesmall
spines of its lower fiu, pushes itself for-
ward by expanding its budy. st the
same time closing its gill-covers, that
they may not impede its progress; then
reopening them it attains a higher
point. Thus, and by bending the epiny
rays of its back fin tothe right and
left, and fixing them in the bark, it is
enabled to perform its curious journey.
Both the lower and back fins, so neces~
sary for certain portions of this climb-
ing operations, can, at other times, be
snugly packed away in cavities left for
that purpose in the animal’s body.

But it is not as a climber only that this
fish is remarkable. In the countries in
which it abounds the smuller water
courses or ponds dry up in the Lot sum-
mers. When they beginto fail the littie
animal creeps up the banks and *‘slow-
ly makes its way over the earth to some
large stream. Though sometimes com-
pelled to travel in this way by day—
and it has been met with in the glure
of noon, toiling along a dusty road—its
journeys are usually performed at night
or in early morning, while the grassis
still wet with dew.”  Climbing Perch
are plentifal in the Ganges, and the
boatinen have been knowun to keep
them for five or six days in an earthen
pot without water, using daily whaut
they wanted, and finding them ns live-
ly as when just caught.

There is one other fish, found in the
fresh waters of the tropical America,
which shares with the Climbing Perch
its independenceof its * native element.’
This fish is very abundant in Guina,
where itis much prized by the natives,
who are passionate lovers of fish on ac.
count of its fatness, Itis called the
Hassar, and is one of the very few

it appeared as If the flies walked into its
mouth by some sort of fatal fascination
exercised over them; but on its trying
to catch flieson a painted post, its tougue
adhered so tightly that I had then
time to see that it’ was by darting
out A broad, irregularly ehaped and
very sticky tongue under the flies that
he managed to catch them. Flles wero
its favorite food, but sometimes nsmall
spider would fall a vietim. Ia cold
weather it would remain sitting on the
side of the tumbler, and would refuseall
food for many days together, but In
warmer weather it would become much
more active and eager for food ; gener-
ally three or four flies would satisfy it ;
but sometimes it would take as many aa
eight if they were of a small size; they
were all swallowed whole.”

! The professor of this rare and beautl-

| ful little frog kept it for nearly a year,

during which time tt becamequite tume,
jumpiug sl over its owner, and feeding
from his hand. It nevergave any'pign
of changing its skin and never mado
any noise. /

The Albany and susxqaehannn Rnil Road
War,
BivawaxroN, N. Y. August 10, 1869,
The absorbing subjeot of intorest jn this
city is the Erie-Susquehanna Railroad war.
Itis in the mind of every body and little
else s talked of or thought of, and the gen-
eral anxioty has been intensitied by the fact
that ull the operatious hers are conducted
with great privacy sud that nothing is per-
mitted (0 be known that the rallrond ofti-
cials und employees can withhold. We
earn from Albany that the report =ent
hither to theetlect that Judge Peckham bad
decided that Pruyn was legally appointed
receiver of the Susquehanna was fneorrect.
The question was rofurred to Surrogste
Imwton, who will take testimony in the
matter and report on Thursday, Judge
Peckham's order requiring Mr. Ilisk to
sbow cause on August 13 why he should
not be enjoined und restraived from taking
any further steps in acting or attompting to
nel ns receiver also directs that the Sheriffs
and other oflicers along the line shall, un-
der no errcninstances, enforce the order of
Judge Barnard, intended to give Fisk, pos-
session of tho rond. The order was yester-
duy morning put on board the morning ex-
pross teain, and to be delivered here at
three o'clock in the nfterncon; but informa.
tion being conveyed to tho conductor beforo
his arrival here, at luarpersville, that the
riecompuny had seized theotlices, engiues
&e., at Bingbamton, the train returned mul
the order was not delivered, A telegram
renched this city, however, announclng
that the order bud been issued ; but that
had no legal force and could notasuccessfully
bo opposed to the writ which Judge Bar-
nard had issued. There is a report, upon
the authority which gives it some plausi-
bility, that the Pennuylvania Rallroad Com-
pany hus telegraphed to Rumsey, giving
B to undersiand that he can rely upon its
support in its present attitude if ho should
need o million dolinrs ; und #int the bDela-
ware nnd Lacknwannu and jts nuxilinries
huve made n similar offer. The Now York
Centrnl  Company s assisting Ramsoy,
The report that the train which left this city
at half-past flve yesterday afternoon, in
churgo of Chauncey tnrdner, Was captured
ut Alton iy correct, ng Mr. Gurdner, the
canductor, returned hore nhout one o'clock
this alternoon, sccompnuied by Rows Mo-
Neil, stock superintendent of the Erie Rail-
wuay, who also accompnnied the tralns
Mensrs Gardner and McNel are reticent
about the difiiculty, only suying they know
nothing about it
The report that englneer Ditcher, who
went out with the train lnst night wasshot,
is contrudicted by tbem, Tho Erie men

fishes known to construct nests, Itisa
small fish, seldom exceeding eight
inches in length, of a greenish brown
color. Perhaps the mpst curious parts
of the economy of this flsh is the fact
that its nest is not placed in the water,
but in a muddy hole just above the sur-
face. This, however, accords with the
qualities of the fish, which has the
power to travel over land from onejpond
to another. During the dry season the
Hassar frequently burrows in the mud,
remaining there until the welcome rain
sets it free, or until it {8 removed by
some hungry natlve, acquainted with
;_Ls hlnbim und energetic enough te dig
or it.

There I3 a fish in tropical seas called
the Antennarius, and belonging to the
Lophidec fumily of flshes—a family, by
the way including some of the oddest,
grotesque-looking moonsters to be metl
with iu the water—which is sald to be
almost as tenacious of life as elther the
Climblng Perch or Hassar, Indeed, we
might class it along with those flshes
were the fact fully established that it
will crawl about the flelds for two or
three (ays at a time, A flah greatly re-
sembling this, and allled to it, to which
a variety of names has been glven, such
as the Frog I'ish, the Hea Devil and the
Fishing Frog, ls very common on the
coast of (ireut Britaln, Itisquite alarge
fish, usually about threefeetlon g, though
sometimes attulning a length of five
feet. I'rom the fact that it appears to be
mostly mouth and stomach, the Scot-
tish flshermen frequently call it “wide
gob.”” Tts more common appellation,
the “Fishing Frog,’”” is one in part de-
rived from u peculiarity il possesses
with most of tbe family, of hiding
itself in the mud and attracting its
prey by agitating the filamentary pro-
ceases on its head. Why itshould have
been called a ‘frog,’ however, is past our
finding out. Slow and sluggish 1o its
movements, it would have been difficult
for it to obtain its food, which consists
of small fish, had not Nature provided
it with a rod and line, or something
equlvalent to rod and line, by which it
ia enabléd to capture them. And it is
provided, too, with bait; foron theend
of the thread-like growth attached to
fts nose, and which we have called its
rod and line, s o skinny flap, serving
the same purpuse as the worm on the
angler’s hook.

The dul}, heavy fsh, burying itself in
the mud, near the customary haunts of
the smaller fish on which it subsists, al-
lows only the end of its linc to be secn,
with the loose flap serving as a bait,

dapgling from it. Attracted by this,
our bidden angler finds no difficulty in
enticing his nimble prey within reach
of his capacious maw.

Though our Fishing Frog turns out,
[after all, to be s frog in sense of the
word, we curifosity-hunters may yet
cousole ourselyes for the disappoint-
ment arising from a popular mlsnomer
~—with the faet or, at least, with what
may be presumed to be the fuct—that
there is such a thing as a “flyfog frog.”’
““One of the most curious and inter-
esting reptiles,’’ saysthe author of “The
Malay Archipelago,’ *‘ which I met

with in Borneo was a large tree-frog,
brought me by oneof the Chinese work-
men. He assured me that he had seen
it come down in a slanting direction
from a high tree, as if it flew. Ou ex-
“amining it, I found the toes very long,
1 and fully webbed totheirvery extremity,
g0 that when expanded they offered s
surface much larger than the body.—
The fore-legs were also bordered
Ly & membrave, and the body wus
capable of conslderable Inflatton. The
back and Hmbs were of a very deep
shinlng green color, the under surfuce
and the inner toes yellow, while the
webs wercblack,ruyed with yellow, The
body was about four luches long, while
the websofeach hind foot,when fully ex-
panded, covered asurface of four kquare
inches, and the webs of all the feet to-
gether about twelve square inches.  As
theextremities of the toes have dilated
dises for adhesion, showing the creature
to be a true tree-frog, it is difffcult to
Imagine that this immense membrane
of the toes can be for the purposs of
swimming ouly, und the account of the
Chinaman that it flew down from the
tree becomes more credible. This, I be-
lleve, is the tirst iustance known ofa
‘flying-frog.'”’

Anotlier uew species of frog, asrare
as beautiful, and quite a curlosity in its
way has recently been brought into no-
ttce by an English sojourner at Cape
Town. Forwantof a bhetter name, its
discoverer calls it the Cape Frog. *'It
wag of a very pecullar delicate crenm
color, sometimes appearing almost gild-
ed, sud at other times of a duller pinks
ish hue. There was a darkerstripe from
the eyes down eachside, Theeyesvery
large, bright and prominent, the feet
formed Ilke those of the tree-frogs, the
toes belng of a bright orange-red color;
the body was little more than an iuch
in length, and so transparent that it
was always casy tosee lf{)w had had his
dinper or not, The hind legs were very
long, enabling it to jump a conslderable
distance. I placed it inn tumbler with
a little water at the bottom, and after
a few days I was intendlog to let it
go, not knowlng what to feed it on,
when suddenly it spravg on to a news:
psger after a fly ; seelng this I resolved
to keep it, and if possible to bring it with
me to England, I used to let it loose in
the room, and often it would spend
hours sitting on the window, generally
preferring the glass to the woodwork.
It never willingly went into the water,
but I often refreshed it with a bath, It
was only after some time, by most care-
ful watching, that we discovered the
mode by which the prey was caught;

who went up to tuke possension of the Al-
bany and Susquehunna rond this moroing
wre from Owego nod Susquehanon shops,
and wany ol thein were nrmed, Sheriff
Brown, who went out with the eaptured
truin last night, has not returned. In his
netion bere yesterduy he wns goverued by
instructions telegraphed by Judge Barnard,
which forbid all persons interfering with
Jumes sk, Jr., as recelvor of the Albany
und Susguebnnna rond. Rumsey has nbout
one thousand antl renters from Albany and
Schenectudy  statloned at Alton, and the
Irie force, 500 or 700 strong, are near the
tunnel, seventeen miles up the road, There
ure conflicting rumors nbout the burning of
w bridge. Ono report says it is o small
bridge between Alton and Buinbridge,
winle another suys only a ltiloe trestlo
work wus torn awny near Alton, At quar-
tor past three 'clock nnother train of nbout
200 Jrio hunds left on the Albany nnd HSuss
quehunna rond, Two parties heye gono
minee noon, muking four tn ull to duy. Tho
pumber of Iisk men now ut the tunnel i
700 or 8OO

Colouel Roble has ealled out the Iorty-
fourth regiment. The traln with the men
on board will rtart to night,

One hundred and fifty of the mon com=
posing the lirle fightiog corps woero armed
with revolvers, nnd 1t is reported thut the
Albany party Is llkewlso armed. No #e-
rions eollision has yet ocourred.

ALBANY, August 10, 1K), —Governor
Hotlman arrived in town nt ten o’clock to-
night, and linmedintely telographed the fol-
Jlowing order to the Sherifls along the lino
of the Albuny snd Susquehanua Rullrond

The military should mot interfere except
it is nbsolutely necessnry for the preserva-
tion of public order. 1In view of the com-
plieation of the affuir I ndvise snd order
that whenever either party to the dlspute
is In actual possession of any oflice or prop-
orty of the Albany nnd SBusquehanna Rail-
rond Compnny, cluiming to hold the waino
under any judicinl order, that such part
rhall be protected in such possession umﬁ
the question fn dispute shall be tinully ad-
judicited by the courts,  Any other course
will lesd to unnecessary strife and copfu-
sjon. It eannot be possible for any sherifl’
to docide under the cireumstunces which of
the judicial orders are correct und which
are not, and the manifest duty of the publle
authorities s to protect the party In pos-
session under judicial order. If the fnter-
ruption in publlc truyel contlnugs, and tu-
mult, riot and resistance to uuthorlty are
frnminent, I will dectare the whole district
affected to bo in a slat of insurrection, and
will tuke possession nnd coatrol of the road,
and to that end, if necessary, will call out
the whole military force of tho State,

ALBANY, Aug. ll.—Uovernor Hoffman
to-day guve the contending parties to the
Susquebnnna railroud war to understand
that riotous demonstrations on either end of
the route must cease and the question of
control be decided by the courts, 'The par-
ties undeitook to ugree upon some method
of adjustment, but fuiled, His Kxcellency
thereupon said he would bo com()elled to
declare the district in p stute of insarrec-
tion, tuke possession of the road us a mili-
tary nocossity, and run it asa militury
rond, If they thought such n course advise
able for the stock holders, and that the State
rhould be put to the expense of a quarter
willion of dollara to enforce his proclama-
tion, they migut tuko the responsibility.—
118 course, however, was clear to him, and
he should pursue it. Hersupon the coun-
rel of the respective parties, consiating of
David Dudley "Field, John Gunson and
Amusa J, Parker, representing the Lrie
Interest, and Mesers, Wm. T. Allen and
Rufus W. Peckham, Jr., held a consulta-
tion in tho Executive Chamber, tho result
of which wus the signiag ol the following
communication to the Governor;

By virtue of cortaln jurisdictions and col-
lislons, it has becomne nnd is Impractlicabla
to opernte and run the Albuny aud Susquo-
bhanna Railroad, oither under tbo munuge-
ment of the Dirvctors or the control of per-
sonn cislming to be Keceivers, The publle
intarests and ouligutions of the compuny
demund that the rond sbould boe run and
operated, and the undersigned, ns contend-
ing clnimants to the possosston of the roud,
hureby request you o wppolnt sotne wuita-
ble person or persons to nct ws Superintens
dent or Suparintendents, nnd to run and
operato the rond under your direations and
during your plessure, or untll the necesslly
of sucly superintendenco shnil ceuno; waidl
uppointment and posskession by voursell
und parson or persoos to bu appointed not
to effvet tho legal rights or present actual
possonslon of tho parties to any part of kaid
road, or offlces, or property thereof, 1t is
underntood that you nre to employ such
ugoncivn, finuncial or otherwise, nk you mn
reqinre, nnd to 1x the compenaastion of u{l
personn employed by you.
tonknt A, Pruyw,
CHARLEN COULTER,
Jasmes Fisk, Jr.;

ALBANY, Aug, 11,—The covtending par-
ties in the railrond war huve temporarily
surrendered tho management of the Sus-
quehanna and Albany road into the bauds
of Gov, Hotfman, to prevent further collis-
fons.

N#w YORK, Aug. 11,—In the fight on the
Susquebnunn sod Albany Rallroad, last
night, sight or ten men were hurt—two
sorjously. ‘The military arrived on the
ground  during the night and prevented
further violence, and under (Guvernor Holl~
man's prompt interference order hus been
restored.

Oune or two bridges were fired last night,
but no oytruge hus been commiltted to-duy

(Sigued,)

A Dangorous Counterfeit Greenback,

Neow developmonts arv being made dally
concerning the now apurious ten dolisr
greenback, specimens of which come tothe
United Stutes Treasurer's office overy day,
When the first series was recelved General
Splauver, on examination, came to the con-
clusion that they had been But outas ablind
for future operations. Although veryskil-
fully executed they presented so many de-
tects that experlenced persons could detect
them roadily, thus the public were notified
of the imperfect dots opposite the figures
10" on each end of the noto; the lack of
distinct rows of feathers on the left wing of

the on%e; the want of a perlod after the let-
ter “E" in Spinner’s name, and varlous
otber omissivns, Two specimens recelved
bear witness that they are new lssues; for
all the defocts above referred to have been
removyed, and the general appearance of the
notes so exactly like the genuine thr'lit al=-
most defies detection by professly (3
perta,




