| cRUDITIES OX THE COXSTITUTION.
The Dlmcpltig-_t:lt surround us.
The subjoined :‘article; from the -Boston Post, 18..
interesting for the historioal fasts it recalls, and the
forcible manner in which it sets forth the duties and - -

AX EXPLANATION. o . EXCITING NEWS!
The Union Meeting ndvertised:in the Intd- |- : THE “STAR OF m—;mn PIRED ; '.L
ligencer, Fxpress, Ezaminer, and Union, 40 be [’/ The steamship Star of the Wedt; while
held in the Court Room on Wednesday' even- | endeavoring to enter- Gharleston Harbor, on

CITY AXD COUNTY AFFAIRS.}: NOBLE SENTIMERTS. = |
' From the great speech made by Judge
Dovotas, in the U. 8. Senate;on the 3d inst.,
we make the following oxtracts: =
““s'The laws of nations and all ‘the laws of

PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL MESSAGE.
To ths Senate and Houss of Rspresentaiives:
At the owggﬁy;oﬁp"p@eﬂh session, I called

your to gers which th éd the
existenco of the Union. I

- @he Lancaster Intelligencer
F T

- Tae Howarp Evesines.—Sanver H. Rey-
WwoLDS, Eeq., delivered ths last Howard Lecture before s
ecrowded house. Ho gave his sudlenes a. troly able and
.Etdonc lecture, and in referring toths dsy on which the

expressed my opinion

LANOASTER,  PA., JANUARY 15, 1861,

CUROULATION, 2000 COPIES] -
scaipon BRms, $2,00 per amtum. <

- 4@~ B. M. Parexxany & 008 Apviamsisg Acxaor, 119
Nasssu wivest, New York, and 10 mmﬁm
8. M. Perrasanir. & Co., are Agents for The Lancatler
uﬂsunr,mdﬁu most infinential and ciroula-
ting in the United States and the Canadas.—
They ave orised to contract for ns Bt our lowest ralss
A V. B. PALMEE, the American Newspaper Agent, N.
E. corner Fifth and Chestuut Streets, Philadelphils, is
authorized to receive subscriptions and advertisements for
_this paper, at our lowest rates. His receipts will be re-
" garded as peyments._. . . .

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGH.
Ohne of the most important State papers
thint has emanated from the Executive Mab-
gion- gifce the“:memorable ‘Proclamation of
Gen. JacksoN agsinst Nullification in 1832,
is the Special' Message of President Bucman~
--aN, which wil¥ be found in another column.
.Tp use the strong and emphatic langaage of
" Borney’s Press, its tone is so patriotic, states:
inanlike, and vigorous, aa to commend it to
‘the public 4a one of the best State papers that
-our political literature has yet produced.—
. Short, poitted, and emphatic, it will be read
" with pleasure all over the country, and even
“thioge who -are not prepared to endorse all its
suggestions . will still have to acknowledge
that its author has addressed his conntrymen
ina style worthy of the Chief Magistrate of
8 grent country, in the hour of its extremest
peril. .
Would to Heaven that infatuated men,
North and South, would show the same con-
‘oiliatory and patriotic disposition which is so
eminently conspicuous in the conduct and
recommendations of Mr. Bucaanaxn; then,
and not till then, can we hope to see peace
and prosperity restored to our distracted and
bleeding country.

DEMOCRACY vs. REPUBLICANISA.

The Republican leaders, by their policy of
aggression upon the rights of the South and
the equality of the States, having plunged the
country not only into commercial, manufac
thring and financial distress, but carried it to
the verge of dissolution, are now endeavoring
to inaugarate a civil war, with their new doc
trine of coercion. Hence their opposition to
the holding of Union meetings, to the adoption
of the Crittenden Compromise, or any similar
arrangement which would bring peace to our
distracted country.

They desire to see & uvited North against
a united South; hence they seize upon the
secession of South Carolina and the hostile
attitade of the Southern States generally,
(produced wholly and solely by “Abolition
aggressions and transgressions sgainst those
States and upon the laws of Congress,) as just
grounds for the whole military power of the
North to be brought into requisition for the
purpose of carrying the sword and the fire-
brand into the homes of our Southern brethren,
under the specious plea of the necessity of
preserving the Union, which everybody, except
the Republican leaders, wants to see preserved,
if it can be done by peaceable means.

The Demoecratic party, on the contrary, has
always been for peace in the Union. It has
instigated no Joho Brown raids. It has fur-
nished no rifles to * bleeding Kansas.” It
has supported- no bandit Montgomery. It
has sent forth no missionaries to instigate
slave insurrections, and to assassinate women
and children. It has not desecrated the pul-
pit, polluted the judicial ermine, and prosti-
tated the forum to antislavery fanaticism.—
No ' Democratic Legislature has passed any
anti slavery law, nullifying the laws of Con-

" gress. No Democratic mob has resisted the
execution of the laws providing for the rendi
tion of slaves. All these things have been
the work of the Abolitionized Republican
party, and the skirts of the Northern Democ
racy have not been defiled with them, neither®
are they willing to stain them with the blood
of their Svuthern brethren, unless in an ex
treme case of absolute necessity, which may
kind Heaven in mercy avert. The Democracy
are for peace at almost any sacrifice.
are averse to war of any kind, if it can be
avoided with honor; and above all do they
deprecate a civil war, so called, among our
pelves, in which brother shall be arrayed
sgainst brother, and father against son, in
bloody conflict, and which can only terminate,
if it ever does end, in a final separation of the
States of this glorious Uaion.

THE LEGISLATURE.

No business of importance has yet been
transacted in the Legislature, except the
election of a U. 8. Senator and State Tressurer;
nor will there be, we suppose, until after the
Inauguration frolic is over. The Standing
Committees have been annmounced in both
branches, and several projects have been
started looking to the settlement of Nntionéa]
affairs, bat nothing is yet done, B

A large number of borers are said to be at
Harrisburg, and any amount of special legia-
lation will be enacted, now that Governor
Packer is out of the way. The Commonwealth
will be fleaced this winter, by the Republican
Legislature, or we shall be agreeably disap-
pointed. ’

INAUGURATION,
Governor ANprew G. CurriN will be inau-
gurated to-day.

ANOTHER STATE GONE !
-~ Mississippi has followed in the wake of
‘Bouth Carolina. On Wednesday last, the State
. Coﬁvention passed an ordinance, by a vote of
84 to 15, declaring the immediate secession of
- Mississippi from the Federal Union.

In the evening, the town of Jackson, where
the Convention is now being held, was bril-
liantly illuminated, and salutes were fired in
honor of the event. The excitement is repre-
sonted as being very great.

MORE STATES GONE!

Alabaina and Florida have also passed or
dinances of secession, and therefore consider
themselves out of the Union. The seceding
States now number four, viz: South Carolina,
Mississippi, Alabama and Florida; and it is
believed that these will shortly be joined by
Georgia, Louisiana, Arkansas and Fexas.

VOICE OF VIHRGINIA.

The House of Delegates of Virginia passed
‘s resolution on Tuesday last, by a vote of 112
- to 5, to the effect that. the Government of the
Union has no power to declare or make war
| . mgainst any of the States which have been its
‘eonstituent members; and that Virginia is
unalterably opposed to any attempt at coercion

to bring back the seceding States.

THANES—to Henry M. White, Esq., of the
House of Representatives, for valuable public
documents, &o.

STATE TREASURER.

"Hon. Hexry D. Moore, of Philadelphis,
bas been elected State Treasurer, to succeed
Mr, Suiver, ‘who is to be Secretary of the
Commonwealth under Governor CURTIN. Mr,
Gzxoracr W. Hauersvy, formerly of this city,
is to be Deputy Secretary, and SamueL A,

.. PurviAxce, Esq., of Butler, Attorney General.

A

S ‘A MONSTER PETITION.
"+ A petition was presented in the Legislature
1ast week, signed by 11,000 citizens of Phila-

- delphia,. praying for the repeal of all laws
"~ opoflioting with the letter and spirit of the
v Gonstitution. It was the largest petition ever

- vyt presented t0--the: Legislature of this State,
measuring over 500 feet in length., It was as

large a bundle as one of the messengers could
eonveniently oarry, )

They'

ing last, ot baving taken place, itis proper for
us.to state the facts of the case, and the con-
nection e had with the subj Wa shall

| proceed to do so in’as-fow words-aa possible. |

On the Saturdsy morning previous we were
called upon by two gentlemen-—one & Repab-
lican, the other s Democrat—and requested
to prepare s call for a Union meeting of the
citizens, for. the purpose of sustaining Major
Robert Anderson, of the U, 8. Army, for his
gallant conduct in the. harbor of :Cbarleston
also, for the purpose of approving the sotion
of the National Administration so far as it
went to snstain thaf brave officer in the faith-
fol discharge of his duty ; and alsb to approve
of the Crittenden Compromise, so called, or
some other equally effective plan of adjusting
our National difficulties. Sapposing that
every body was in favor of such reasonable
propositions, we did not hesitate to comply
with the request by writing and subseribing
our name to the call, and then handed it over
to one of the gentlemen who had’ called upon
us. This is the last we eaw of it, until we
read it in the proof on Monday morning. In

the mean time several gentlemen of all parties

requested us to-call upon the County Com:

missioners and solicit the use of the Court

Room for the meeting. We did so, on Mon:
day morniog, in company with his Honor,
Judge Haves, a Republican and one of the
signers to the call, and after the object was
fairly and honestly stated to the Board by the
Judge and ourself, the Commissioners without
any hesitation complied with the request, and
granted us the room. ‘

So far, 0 good. Bat the Ezpress of Mon-
day evening discovered a mare’s nest in the
accidental omission in the call of the words
“jrrespeotive of party,” although sufficiently
explicit without them, and, in its usual jesu-
itical way, attempted to throw cold water on
the movement, and frighten the County Com-
missioners out of their propriety. Accord-
ingly, late in the evening of Monday, one of
the Commissioners, Mr. Boyeg, called at the
Mayor’s Office, and informed us that, owing to
the omission of the above mentioned words,
there was objection made to having the meet-
ing held in the Court Room, and desired that
the call should be amended by their insertion.
We assured him that ‘ths call should be so
amended in the Express, Examiner, and Union
of next day, and he left us by saying.that, if
the correction was made, we should have the
Room-—that it would * all be right.”

On Tuesday morniug, according to promise,
we called at the different printing offices and
bad the call amended on our own responsi-
bility. But, during the morning, we learned
from one of the editors of the Fxpress that
the Commissioners had sent & card to their
office revokidg the grant of the Court Room
for the meeting. Upon hearing this, we, in
company with Jessg Lanpis, Esq., another
of the signers and also a Republican, called
at the Commissioners’ Office and found none
of the Board present except Mr. Goop. We
read the .call to bim, told him how it was
amended, at‘rd«-ex:plained to him the whole
object and purport of the mesting, when he
expressed himself satisfied, and intimated to
us that we could have the room. Judge, then,
of our surprise to find in the Ezpress of that
same evening (Tuesday) a communication
sigoed by all the Commissioners, absolutely
forbidding the use of the room for holding the
meeting | assigairig as a reason that we, Judge
Harvesand ourself, had misstated or misrepre
sented the true objeoct of the meating, and inti
mating that it was to be & politieal meeting
in disguise, and would give rise to angry
and excited discussion. '

So far from there being any sinister or po
litical object in the meeting, nothing was far-
ther from the thoughts of those who got it up.
The signers to the call are Democrats, Repab-
licans and Americans——about one half, no
more, belonging to the Democratic party.—
They are not it is trae, as a general thing,
lawyers, doctors, and gentlemen of leisure
with long purses, and this is one of the reasona
assigned by some for their hostility ; but they
are mostly hard working, industrious me-
chanics, who feel the saud effeots of the dis-
tracted state of the country, and who are
anxious that som'éthing should be done, in a
spirit of compromise, to adjust our difficulties
and restore confidence and prosperity to the
industrial interests of our Commonwealth.

We have thus given a plain statement of
the facts, as they occurred, for the truth of
which we appeal to all the signers of the call,
inclading Judge Haves, Msjor B. F. Cox,
Messrs. Lanpis, CockLEY and other geutlemen
belunging to the Republican party, who may be
We, ourself, had no hand
in originating the meeting, and only partici-
pated in the way and manner above stated.—
We pever once thought of giving the meeting
8 party bearing, and would have opposed,
with all our might, any attempt, if such
should have been made, to give it a partizan
character ; and we are very sure that nothing
of the kind wounld have occurred, unless it
was done by some of these ultra Republican
leaders who opposed the holding of the meet-

¢ gaizant of them,

ing, for the purpose of making trouble.

The principal objeet of the meeting, as we
understood it, was to endorse the Crittenden
Comprumise, and this, we apprehend, ig the
reason why the leading Republicans of the
Stevens’ stamp made opposition to it. They,
following in the wake of their leader, are
opposed to any compromise or conciliation

whatever—preferring to see the country in

volved in all the horrors of & civil war, which
will bring misery and ruin upon the North
and the South, rather than that there should
be an amicable adjustment of our National

difficulties. If Congress were to adopt the
Crittenden Compromise, with the provision
submitting its adoption to a vote of the people,
the excitement would at once be allayed in
the public mind, North, and it would not be
sixty days until business would revive and
prosperity again come to the whole country.

We shall only add that the course taken by
all the English Republican newspapers in this
City—the Ezpress, the Ezaminer, and the
Union—in reference to the meeting, had,
doubtless, some effeot in- influencing the
County Commissioners to revoke their grans
of the Coart Room. ’

SECRETARY THOMPSON RESIGNED.

Hon. Jacos Trmowmpson, Secretary of the
Interior, resigned his seat in the Cabinet on
Tuesday, and has left for his home in Missis-
sippi. The reason sssigned is, because of the
reinforcements sent to Major Anderson in the
harbor of Charleston. Hon. JorN A. Dix,
of New York, it is said, will take charge of
the Treasury Department, in place of Mr,
Thomas, resigned.

- HON. EDGAR COWAN.

This gentleman has been elected, by the
Legislature, a Senator in Congress for six
years from the 4th of Maroh, to succeed Hon.
WitLian BioLeg, whose term will then expire,
The vote stiod, Cowan {Rep.) 98; Fostem
{Dem,)} 35. Mr., 0. is gaid to be s man of
ability and somewhat - conservative in his
views, and therefore much preforable to Mr.
WiLkor, who was his principal competitor for
the nomination. Senator Caueron was
strongly in favor of Wilmot, bus was beaten

out in the gontest. -

‘Wednesday last, with reinforoements snd
gupplies. for Major Anderson, was fired apon
‘by the garrison”on Morrie’ Island and slso
| by. Forp Moultrie, but no-injury was sustained

put sbout and went {o sea. .
Fort Sumpter did not respond to the fire
from thé South OCarolinians, Baut, subee
‘quently, Lieut. Hall was sent with a flag of
truce to the Governof, by Msjor Anderson, to
ascertain from the executive whether the firng |

fied the ‘act, and endorsed the action of the
South Carolina military, Whereupon Major
Anderson immediately started a special mes-
genger to Washington with & copy of his
correapondence with Governor Pickens, and
will await farther orders from the President
in reference to what his aotion should be in
the present emergency. Matters. will, there-
fore, remain in sfatu quo, we presume, antil
fresh orders reach Major Anderson from
Washington, unless, in the meautime, some
additional overt aot be committed by the

adjacent fortifications.

a9 being intensely oxcited, but no insults were
offered to Lieut. Hall in his visit to the
Governor. ’ ’

Lieut. Talbot, the bearer of dispatches
from Major Auderson, reached Washington
on Friday, and left on Saturday morning with
orders from the President. What were those
orders are, of course, not known as yet.

The Star of the West returned to New
York. ’

THE TRUE POLICY.

Gov. Packzr, in his recent message to the.
Legislature, thus forcibly condensed the true
policy which should be pursued at the present
time :

“The people of Pennsylvania are devoted
to the Union. They will follow its stars and
stripes through every peril. But, before as-
suming the high responsibilities now dimly
foreshadowed, it is their solemn duty to re-
move every just cause of complaint againas
themselves, so that they may stand before
High Heaven, and the civilized world; withous

their lives and their fortunes to the eupport of
the best form of Guvernment that has ever
been devised by the wisdom of man.”

This we believe to be a fair expression of
the sentiments of nine tenths of the people of
Pennsylvania upon the all absorving topio of
the day. The firm, bat moderate and coneil-
iatory tone of the Governor is identical with
that of our citizens generally, save and except
a faw radical Abolitionired Republicans who
can talk about-nothing but war and compul-
sory measures to remedy existing evile. Our
people are withous bluster, as they are with-
out fear. They are willing to correct what-
ever may be shown to be wrong in their past
legislation as a matter of duty, not as a oon-
cession (as is alleged by some of the more
rabid Abolitionists) to the threats of Dis-
unionists ; and they are united in their de-
termination to support the authority-wf the
General Government, without regard to the
party which may be temporarily entrusted
with the administration.

WHO ARE THE SECESSIONISTS?

We suppose that many of the present
generation may not know that the New Fog-
land States held a Convention in Hartford,
Copnecticut, during the last war with Great
Britain, for the purpose of seceding from the
Union. These patriotioc States, which had
refused to furnish their quota of militja to
defend the country, when called upon the
President, met in treasonable conolave while

foe, aud made arrapgements to retire from the
Union and from an alliance with England,
then at war with the nation. These Hartford
conventionists actually seot commissioners to
Washington to treat about their withdrawal,
and were only arrested in their cowardly and
treasonable designs by the signing of the
treaty of peace. Now with such a record as
this, coupled with their subsequent violations
of the Constitation, is it not most amazing
that any man in New England cau. have the
hardihood to talk of the present action of the
Southern States? These Northern fanatics
are the original seceders and the continued

rights of the’ Southern States.

have done it in 1860.

IMPORTANT FROM LOUISIANA.

ERNOR.
ernor Moore.

Rouge.

Orleans.
steamer.

chartrain. -

ixed.

highest excitement prevaila.
tifications,
are srming, -

arrived to day from New York.

SENATOR SEWARD.

Thie gentleman, who is to be the Premier
of the new Administration, made a speech in
the U. 8. Senate, on Saturday last, in refer—
ence to our National difficulties. It was,
upon the whole, conciliatory ; but he made no
practical suggestions by way of healing the
troubles. Mr. 8. is evidently an over rated
statesman, having more of the philosophioal
than the practical in his composition, and is
therefore not the man for the present orisis.

THE EDITORS’ BOOK TABLE.

GODEY’S LADY'8 BOOK, for February, is already on
our table, and a more Interesting number, or one more
beautifully embellished, bas never been issued by the
enterprising publisher—and this is sxylng a great deal for
& work which, of its kind, bas no superior anywhere. The
Fashion Plats for February, entitled “ 4 Consultation,” is
really a superb sugraviog. So also the frontispisce en-
titled # A High Walkin Isfe. The other illustrations are
varled and numerous, and the reading matter is excallent
and interesting In’ every respect. The Lady’s Book Is
beyond question the best magasine In the Unjon.

THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW, for November, and
BLAOKWOOD'S EDINBURG MAGAZINE, for December,
have both-been received from the American Publishers,
Leonard 8cott & Co., New York. As usual they are well
filled with strongly written and able articles on various
subjects, which cannot fall to be highly interesting and
instructive to the intelligent resder.

A For sale st Westhaefler’s Book Store:

‘THE METHODIST —This admirabls journal
its second volume, on Baturday last, in a greatly enlarged
form-—thus giving evidence of full sucesss in the enterprise.
It is published . weekly in quarto form, at $2 per annum,
fn’advance, and 1s now beyond question one of the lar;
& 1t 1s the cheapest, religious papers of the day. The cur-
| rent number contalns an excellent engraving of Bishop
"BIMPsoN. of the M. E. Qhurch. Those of our readers who
desire a first-class religions journal, cannot do bettar than
by subscribing for The Msthodt It is published by L.
Bangs, at No. 7 Beekman strest, Now Yorg, angd edited by
Gzoxes B. Crooxs, D. D, and Joax McCrovrock, D. D, two
of the ablest theologians in this eonutry, who have all the
necessary tact and energy to make it, what it is, one of the
most interesting papers of its class in the Union.

_ M@ A Medicine scientifically compounded;
efficient in action, radical in its cures, con’
taining nothing’ noxious, but everything
“harmless, morits and will receive the support
of the publio. Witness the Ozyg Bis

3

ters, that remarkable specific for Dyspepsis,
Indigestion, and Gencng Dobilit_y. TP P'i

by the yessel or those on board. Thut{imo? masle. o e by
W. McEiroy, E«q, Prof. Wiss and Judge
of the Howard Association.

was done by his orders. ' The Governor justi- |

‘Southi Carolinians. In that event, it is under- |

was deliverad, (ths 8th of Jinuary,) and the glar)-

ous old hero, Andrew Jackson, his sentiment
" and conservative, and excited loud snd prolonged applausa.
sass

Mr. R's manner and delivery are well calculatad to pl
std lostruct any andience. PSN : ‘

‘favored the audisnce with somse eholos

The lecture this evening will be delivered by Rev
Ismoz Moxmzxe, of 8t, James®

in Proverbe?® It is not necessary

hy to say &
mu of the roverénd gentlemsan’s abilities and
gﬂlﬂuﬂou‘ as s lecturer.  His groat lectare before the

ward Association Tast winter will not wsodn be fargot!

and is & cure guarantes that the one this evening will be

& rare treat. Ar, M. is ons of our moat learned savans.

Y

selves ready at & moment’s Do

‘1ast. was atten
tlemen acquitted ] y
in fact soms of the scenes enacted would
able to some of those who “walk the boards”

gton ng the Delaware, were nted in

for Friendleas Children. .

ts wors noble

ot woto proaanty suid, during Ohe Intereals,
) muunnmhormmnh.ﬂd,h_ “tu!' g

yes, Preaident

Tax- 8ta or Javvary.—Tuesddy last, the |
.8th of January, was celebrated with becothing spirit in
this city by s parade of the military. The Fencibles, Capt.
FRANKLIN di ded in the ing, the

ng, p 3 and the |
Jackson Rifles, Licut. Rxxs commanding, paraded in the
‘evenibg, and fired salutes in hovor of the day in diffarent
f the city. This latter company, wearsinformed,
der, Capt. Hawp bold them-
‘for eotvice under the
Government. We hops, however, they wili not be needed.

Tax Caprrs’ Exmisirion.—The Cadets of
Temperance Exhibition at Fulton Hall, on Priday evening
ded by a erowded housa. '.llzls young gen-

b hand Ty albth

gh, and
have been credit-
as “stars.’—
Indeed, the Firemen’s Tablesux, and the scene of Wash-
in, Teprese: such &
mannar 88 not to bo easlly excelled, if equalled. The pro-
ceeds of the exhibition were for the benefit of the Home

stood that the batteries at Fort Sumpter will
open upon the oity of Charleston and the

The people of Charleston are represented

A’8ip Arraie.—A man named Brown was
shet during an altercation, in West Earl township, on Bat-
urday evening last, by a young man named Bender, resid-
{og in this city. The shot was from s revolver, taok effact
aunder the left eye, and it ia supposed will prove mortal.—
Bender was arrested, and committed to prison on Sunday.
‘We have heard several reports about the tragic affair, but

‘civilization demanded that the govérnmert de
‘ficto 8 acknowledged. Bak:the laws miiet
tbe enforcedi: 1 f ]

'the laws are to-be enforced. by civil authority

when the Marshal is resisted.  If the colonies,
or a State, revolt, the revolation ia complete.

. 3. | When the federal suthorities are expelled and
Eriscopat Charch.” 8ubject

: | noonemanleftto acknowledge allegiance to the
United States, how are you going to enforce
the laws then? - How are you going to do in
“Sodth Carolina ?  Shé has passed 4i ordinance
| of secession. 1 deny her right to seecede, but
she has done it. The revolution is complete.
She has'no human being. in. her borders to
acknowlédge our. authority. This
- wrong, but- how are you.going.to help it?
You tell us we must enforce the laws. I am
in favor of that. Laws muat be enforced
according to the constitution and the laws.
Under our counstitution,lawa can only be en
forced against criminals ; and those of us who
are in favor of the Constitution and the
Union, mast be careful $hat we do not perpe
trate the very things which we denounce as
criminal in these seceding States. And South
Cardlina does 'not. stand alone. We are told
that seven other States will ‘{ollow her, and
we have reason to apprehend that saven more
States may follow them. The auswer is, we
must enforca’ the laws. My reply is, you
cannot ‘enforce the laws in_countries not in
your possession. I deny that we have the
rightto make war in order to regain possession,
in order to enforce the law. Are we pre-

In ocur system:of government.

| asaisted by the ‘militia wnd posse comitalus,

is all:

fear and without reproach, ready to devote |

the country was involved in war with a foreign |

as the subject will he legally investigated, we fprbur any

oommaents. ' .

CoLp WeaTEER.—On Sunda
the thermomstor fell 3° bulow sero in
decidedly the coldest morning of the season.

Tag InavouratioN BaLL.—The Inaugura-
tion Ball, to be given In the City of Harrlsburg this even-
Keffer's soperd
8tring Baxud, of this cjty, is engaged to furnish the musis,
-and we can assure the devotess of Terpsichoreat the State
Capital and those from other parts of the State.that the
music will be of 8 tip-top order. We commend all our Qld
Guard friends, who may happen to be thers, to the care of
the “gay and incomparable”’ Jonzs, of the Patriot. As an
old citizen of our goodly city, he i fully able to know and
appreciate their numerons wauts. But nowus verons,‘as old

fog, it is aaid, will be a grand affair.

Father Ritchis used to observe. : .

Grrar TrivupH.— At the municipal election

morning last
is city: ..This was

pared for war? I do not mean prepared in
the sense of having soldiers, arms and mani-
tiona ; but are we prepared in our hearts-for
war with our brethren? . While I affirm that
the constitation was intended to form a per
vetual Union—while I affirm the right to use
all lawful means to enforce the lawa—yet I
will not meditats war, nor tolerate the idea,
until dfter every effort a¥ adjustmens bas
been tried and failed, and all -hope of the
Union is gone. Then, and not till then, will
I deliberate and determine what course my
daty will require of me. I am for peace to
save the Union. War is disunion, certain,
inevitable, final and irrepressible. Our own

beld on Monday the Tth inst., in the Borough of Columbfa,
the Democrats and Unlon men swept tha board clear, and
d d ight-out ticket “horss, foof, and

o P
dragoonsa.” The following is the result:
Chief Burgess.
Peter Fraley (Dom. and Union)
Samuel Truscott (Bep.)

Majority :
Assistant Burgess.
Joseph Tyson (Dem. and Unjon)...oceeeivsnsciesiscnece
Milton Wike (Rep.)
Majorlty.

8. . Eberlein......

High Constable.
Bamuel Waites
B. DerrlcK..vcvuesonen

Grear Mzering o THE N. W, Wirp De-
M0ORACY.—On Thiursday evening last the Democracy of the
North West Ward assembled at the Public House of Fred-
erlok Lute, corner of North Quesn and Lemon streets.—
Alderman Chas. R. Fratley was chosen President, Charles
@. Beal, Vice Presldent, and Col. J. P. Reigart, Becretary.

The Chairman bri«fly stated the object of the meeting.

On motlon of Col. John-Rankin, o committee, ¥is: Col.
Rankin, Josepk Barnits, Lewis Zocher, Lieut. John Raes
P to make
the 'y AT ing City Election,
aud report to the meeting to be held at the Public House
of Henry Rosenfelt, West King street, on Thursday eve

q

and Capt. Henry Bliok for, were

for the

ning next.

On motion of Mr. James Rogers, Col. Reigart was re-
quested to address the meeting. The Col, complied, and
Hb concluded ||
by offering the following resolution, which was unani-

spoke amid great enthuslasm and applause.

mously adopted:

[Resolved, That we, the Democrasy of the Rorth West
Ward, do hereby most determinedly declare onrselves firm
and united in favor of the Copatitution and Laws of the
United States, apd that we will use our best efforts to
malntaio the Qompromises, Principles and Peace of the

Unloo forever,

Alderman 8. G. Musser offered the following, which was

unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the Compromises offered by the Hon. J.
J. Crittenden, now before the United States Sanate, or any
j of our Natiounal dif-

ficnlties, meet with the hearty approval of the Democracy.

similar re: for the adj

Col Rankin then offered the tollowing:

Resolved, That we most heartily approve of tha conduct
of the President of the United 8tates, in his endeavors to
pacifically settle the difficulties with SBouth OQarolina, and,
notwithstanding he was abandoned by a portion of his
Cabinet, the Democracy of the North West Ward, of the
City of Laoeaster, stand firmly by him and:the gallant

Major Anderson in the course he has taken.

Col. Rankin, Mr. Charles G. Beal, F. 8 Pyfer, Esq., and
Col. Reigart advocatsd the resolution, which was adopted
unasimously, after which the meeting adjoarned with

cheers for the Union and the National Administration.

We are informed that this waa the largest and most en-

thusiastic Ward miseting ever held in this city.

TriBUTE TOo THE LaTe DaviD BrRanDT.—The
following preamble and resolutions were adopted by the
Board of Prison Inspsctors, at their stated meeting on the

8th instant:

‘Waskzas, It has pleased God in His Providence to re-
move by dsath our late fellow-member, David Brandt;

therefora,

Resolved, That whilst.we bow in subminsion to Him who
“doeth all thiogs well,”” we mourn the loss of one sndeared

to us by many pleasant associations.

Resolved. That in the death of David Brandt we have
lost & kind friend, whoae amiable and gentlemanly deport-
ment and strict integrity will ever be remembered by the

members of this Board

Resolved, That a copy of the above preamble and reso-
lutivns be transmitted to the family of the deceased. be

recorded in the minutes of the Boatd, aud be published.

SENATOR BIGLER.

The propositions submitted by the venera-

aggressors upon the Constitution and the
They wanted
to dissolve the Union in 1814-’15, and they

SEIZURE OF THE FORTS BY ORDER OF THE GOV-

New Osrrrans, Jan. 10.—Al the troops
were under arms lass night, by order of Gov-|

Five companies embarked this morning at
two o’clock, to seize the arsenal at Baton

The Orleans Battalion Artillery and four
compagies embarked at eleven for Forts Jaok-
son and St. Philip, forty miles below, on the
Mississippi, commanding the approach to New

The wharf was crowded with citizens, who
vociferously oheered the departure of the

Three companies lefs this afternoon on a
steamer to seize Fort Pike, on Lake Pont—

New regimenta of troops are being organ—

A rumor pravails that the war steamer
Crusader is coming up the river, and the

Texas and Florida will also seize their for-
The troops in Tennessee and Mississippi

Eight hundred thousand dollars in specie

ble Senator from Kentucky, a few days ago,
are heartily endorsed by Senator Biarer, of
Pennsylvania, believing, as the latter does,
that the plan of Mr. CRITTENDEN is the best
yot submitted. As a proof of this, we will
cite the following remarks of Senator BiarLer
on the occasion of the presentation of some
petitions froqx Pennsylvania, relative to the
National difficalties. He used the following
language :

“] will remark in .this connection, Mr.
President, with the indulgence of the Senate,
that meetings of a eimilar character have
been held in different parts of that great State,
and I believe in every instance their proceed-
ings have breathed a spirit of loyal 3evotion
to the whole country, and fidelity to the in.
stitutions of the country, to the Constitution:
and the Union as they now stand. They
further manifest the utmost disposition ou the
part of the people of that State to avoid even
an appearance of evil, for the purpose of pro
ducing “harmony and peacs in this great
Confederacy. Furthermore, “they indicate
very distinctly a desire to adopt promptly the
measures of adjustment suggested by the
Senator from Kentucky; and I will venture
to repeat, what I have said before, that if the
Congress of the United States will give thg,
people an opportunity to act, they will em«
brace any reasonable measure of adjustment.
Our friends in the South will discover that,
the people are prepared and willing to meet
their complaints in the spirit of kindness and
generosity, and respond favorably to any
demand which the States complaning may

very exist forbids war.
*

* * * * *

“ A war between eighteen States on the
one side, and fifteen seceding Siates on the
other, is to me a revolting thing. For what
purpose is the war to he waged? Cerlainly
not for the purpose of preserving the Union

other side of ‘the chamber, collectively and
individually, to believe there is one among
them who does not know what war is. You
oannot expect to exterminate ten millions of
people, whose passions are exocited with the
belief that you mean to invade their homes
| and light the flames of insurrection in their
midst. You must expsot to exterminate
them, or subjugate them, or else, when you
have got tired of war, to make a treaty with
them. No matter whather the war lasts one
year, or seven yeara, or thirty years, i4 must
have an end at some time, Sooner or later
both parties will become tired and exhauated,
| and when rendered insapable of fighting any
longer, they will make a treaty of peace, and
that treaty will be one of separation. The
history of this world does not furnish an
example of a war of sections, or between
States of the same nation, where the war
ended in reconciliation. Such a war always
ends in a treaty of peace, and a final, eternal
separation. I don’t understand, then, how a
man-can olaim to be a friend of the Union,
and yes be in favor of a war upon ten millions
of people in the Union. You caunot cover it
up much longer under the pretext of love for
the Union. Now, the question must be met,
and whatever concessions I am called upon
to make, I chooss to make voluntarily, before
blood is shed, and not afterward. No man
has more pride of country than I. It hum-
bles my pride to<see the suthority of the
government questioned, but we are not the
first nation whose pride has been humbled.
Republies, empires and kingdoms, alike io all
ages, have been aubject to the same hamilia
ting fact. - But where there is a deep aeated
discontent pervading ten millions of people,
penetrating every man, woman and ehild, and
iavolving everything dear to them, it is time
for inquiring whether there is not some cause
for the feeling. If there be just cause for it,
in God’s name let us remove it. Are we not
oriminal in the sight of Heaven and posterity,
if we do not remove the just cause ? If there
is no cause, and yet they believe there is, a0
much the greater the necessity for removing
the misconception.”

MR. THOMPSON’S RESIGNATION.
HI$ LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT AND THB REPLY.

WasHINGTON, January 8, 1861 —Sir : It ia
with extrome regres I have just learned that
additional sroops - have been ordered o
Charleston. This subjeot has been frequeatly
disgussed in Cabinet Council; and when on
Monday night, 31st of December altimo, the
orders for reinforcements to Fort Sumpter
were coustarmanded, I distinctly uaderstood
from you that no order of the kind weuld be
made without being previously considered
and decided in Cabinet. It is true that on
Wednesday, January 2d, this subject was
again discussed in Cabinet, but certainly no
conclusion was reached, and the War Depart-
ment was not justified in ordering reinforce-
ments without something more than was then
ssid.
. T learn, however, this morning, for the
first time, that the steamer Star of the West
sasiled from New York Iast Saturday night
with two hundred and fifsy meo, ander Lien
tenant Bartlett, bound for Fort Sumpter.
Under these circumatances I feel myself bound
to resign my commiesion, as one of your con-
stitutional advisera, into your hands.
With high respeot, your obedient servant,

J. THOMPSON.”
His Excellency Jaues Bocranax,
President of the United States.

WasHINGTON, Jaonuary 9, 1861.—Sir: I
have received and accepted your resignation,
on yesterday, of the office of Seoretary of the
Interior.

On Monday evening, 31st December, 1860,
I suepended the orders which had been issued
by the War and Navy Departments to send
the Brooklyn with reinforcements to Fort
Sumpter. Of this I informed you on the
same evening. I stated to you my reason for
this suspension, which you knew, from its
nature, would be speedily removed. In cor-
sequence of your request, however, I promised
thas these orders should not be recewed * with
out being previously considered aund decided
id Cabinet”” This promise was faithfully
observed on my part. :

In order to carry it into effeot, I called a
specisl Cabinet meeting on Wednesday, 2d

anuary, 1861, in which the question of send-

I have too much respect for gentlemen on the

make.”

A VOICK OF REASON.

Prof. A. B. Longstreet, President of the
South Carolina College, imsues a four paged
pamphlet, entitled ** Shall South Carolina be-
gin the War#” in which he earnestly desires
that the Collestor on board the Harriet Lane-
may be allowed to land, and that he be treated
politely, and that every means be afforded to
allow the Collectors of the two sovereignties
to settle their respective olaims in a spirit of

courteay and kindness.

If the posts are re-inforced, it would be an
unfair conflict. Hundreds of our sons would
be slain, Fort Moultrie would become deserted,
and the wrath of the United States be broaght
upon our devoted city He implores his
fellow-citisens to let the first shot come from

the enemy.

FROM WASHINGTON;
) "W asmINGTON, Jan. 9.

There scems to be s mistake or misappre-
entle—
men very intimately related to the Adminie-
tration, that the recruits to Fort Sumpter
were ordered without the previous sanectign of
the President, and further, thas the snbjest
was. discussed in the Cabinet, and acting
Secretary of War, Holt, as well as soma of
the other members of the Cabinet, clearly
understood that it was the wish of the Presi-

hension somewhere. It is denied by

ing remforcements to Fort Sumpter was
amply diecassed both by yourself and oshers.
The decided ‘majority of opinions was againss
you, At this moment the answer of the
South Carolina ¢ Commissioners ’ %0 my com-
munication to them of the 31let December was
received and read. I¢ produced much indig-
nation among the members of the Cabines.
After & brief conversation, I em?loyad the
‘following language : *“ It is now all over, and
reinforcements must be sent.” Judge Black
said at the moment of my decision, that after
this letter the Cabinet would be unanimous,
and I heard no dissenting voice. . Indeed, the
spirit and tone,of the letter left no doubt on
my mind that Fort Sampter woald be imme
diately attacked, and hence the necessity of
sending reinforcements there without delay..
Whilst you admit * that on Wednesday,
January 2d, this subject was again discnssed
.in Cabinet,” you say, *“ but certainly no ocon-
olusion. was resched, and the War Department
was not justified in ordering reinforcements
without something more than was then said.”
You are oertainly mistaken in alleging that
“**n0 coniclusion wid reached.””” In this, your
recollection is entirely different from that of
our four oldest coleagues in the Cabinat,
ndeed, my langoage was, 60 unmistakable
that the Seoretaries of War and the Navy
rooseded to act upon it withoat any farther
intercourse with myself than what you heard,
or might have heard' me say. . You had been

that I.thought.you wounld resign in conse

though [.firmly. believe houestly mistaken.

dent that the recruits should at once be sens:. SulLit is certain you have hot the less b“_“

The War Department is in possession of.
information that the Governor of South Caro-
lina has forbidden the United States Sub.
Treasurer, at Oharleston, from paying the
ajor
‘Anderson and bis: command, and’ the 1’835-"

drafts’ of the Paymaster in favor of

Treanurer has refused accordingly.

Half o million of specie is daily expeoted
from New York, by the Treasury Dopartmani.

mistaken. , Yours, very respeotfully, :
) ) " JAMES BUOHANAN,
" Hon: Jacor THouMPSOX. : )

'

| " The Logislatara of Maine have eleated |-
‘ox-Governor Morrill a'0U." 9. Séhatos; to take}:
the place of Mr. Hamlin, the Vice President
elost, who has resigned his seat.

s émphatio in opposing these reinforcements’

‘quence of my decision: .I.deeply regret that,
you bave been. mistaken in point of fact,’

freely conserning: the origi:ll causes of these dan-
7 ded saoh’

ke 1 mc

?ﬁﬁlg-g;lvu the effoct of tranquilising the country,
and #aving it froik :the peril: in which it had been
nepdless)y and mogt unfortunately involved. Those
opinions xhd recomidiendations L do not propose now
toTepedty My own eonvistions upon the whole sub-
Fj.'ot rimain unchanged. T fact that a great ca-
hmlg;u impandiog over fhe nation was even at
that time uknowl%l;y eviry intetligent sitixes.
It had already made falt throughout the langth
and breadth of the land, - The .

as I believed |

powers of the President, under the Constitution, as
applioable to the present threatening condition of-
the oguntry : - I C

Certain’ people st the North will insist that the
United States governmont is a military. despoiism,
and that Prusident Buchanin bas all the powers of
the Shak ofiPersia to seise sud itoprison, and hang
men at hik'pleayare. Lhus the republicun presses
ars dentanding of tne President thus fu shall seize
the i

b4 4

oes of the alarm thus produced were most deplorable.
The imports fell off with a rapidity never known
before, except Ih timeéof war, in the history of our
foreign commerce. The Treasury was unexpectedly
loft without the means, which it had ressonabiy
oounted upon,-to-meet its public engagements, trade
was paralysed, manufactures were stwpped, the best
publio securities sunk in the ket, every

frowm Soutn Uarotius, und gy them
for treagon.  If yuu ask them what is tressun, tusy
can’t tell, but they insist tnat-the President ought
10 bang sotuebody, becauss Parton in what he culls
hig ** Lue ot Audrew Juoksou,’’ (cowpiled too much -
from screel talk sud newspuper slauders,) sew it
down that Gea. Jackson prupused (o haug Mr. Uul-
houn for nulliioation, whisu is falis. No oilizen

.of property depreciated more or less, and thousands
of r men, who depended on their daily labor for
their daily bread, were turned out of employent.
I'deeply. regret that L am not.able to give you sy
{nformation upow the stata of the Uwnton whion 1s
more satisfaotory than what L. wat then obliged W
communicate. . Un the contrary, matters are sult
worse at the present time than they ‘then were.—
When Congresa met a strong 'liupe ' pervaded the
whole publio mind that some amicable adjustinent of
the suhject would be speedily msde by the Hepre-
sentatives of the' States and of tbe-pevply, wnich
might restore ‘between: the conflisung sectivus
of the country. That hope has been diminmhed by
every hour of delay, ‘and, as the prospedt of & blvod-
less “settlement fades away, the publioc. distress be-
cumes more and more aggravated. -«As an evidenve
of this, it is only necessary to say that the Treasury
notes, authorized by the aotof the 17th of Lecember
1ast, were advertised sasording to law, and thas no
responsible bidder offered to tuke any con:id.rable-
sam at par, at a lower rate of interest than 12 per
cent. From these fucts it appears that in & govern-
ment organized like ours domestio strife, or oven a

well-grounded fear of civil hostilities, i3 more destruo-

tive to our public and private interests than the most

formidable foreign war. R
. 1n my Annual Message I expressed the coavistion
which 1 have long deitberately held, and whick re-
cent reflection has oniy ‘tended to deepen and con-
firm, that no State has the right, by its owa act, w
secede from the Union, or thruw off its Federal vbli-
gations at pleasure. L also deolared my opinion to
be, that even if that right existed und shvuld be
exercised by any State of the Confedersoy, the
Exeoutive Department © of this . Government
had no . autbority, .under - the. - Constitutivn,
to recognise its validity by acknowledging the inde-
pendence of such State. Ihislett me no alternative,
as the Chiet Kxecutive officer under the Constitution
of the United States, but to collect the public reve-
nue, and o proteot the public property so far as this
wight be pructicable under the existing laws. ‘Lhis
i3 8.ill my purpose. My province is to exeoute, not
to make the laws. Lt beiougy to Congress exvtusively

to repeal, modify or enlarge their pruvisions to meet
exigencies a8 they occur. L possess no di-pensing

power. L certainly had no right to make an aggres-

sive war upon any State, and L am pertectly satlsfied

that the Gonstitution has wisely withheld that power

even from Congress. But the right and the duty to
use the militury foroe defensively agaiust those who
resist the Federal officers in the execution of their
legal functions, and against those who assail the
property of the Federal Government, is clear and
undeniable. But the dangerous and hostile attitude
of States towards eaoh other bas already far traus-
cended, and cast into the shade, the ordinary Kxec-

utive duties slready provided fox by law, snd has
assumed’ such vast and alarwming proportions as to
place the subjeot entirely above and beyond the Ex-
ecutive gontrol.

‘the faos cannot be disguised that we are in the
midst of a great revolution. 1in all its various bear-
ings, therelore, L commend the question to Oongress,
as the only human. tribunal uuder Providence pos-
sessing the power to mest the existing emergency.—
To them exclusively belongs the power to deoclare
war or authorize the employwment of the military
foroe, in all cuses contemplated by the Coastitution ;
and they alone possess the power to remove the
grievances which might lead to war, and to securs
peace and union to tuis distracted country. On them,
and on them alone, rests the responsibility.

The Union i8 a sacred trust left by our revolution-
ary fathers to their descendantsa; and never did any
other people inkerit 8o rich a legasy. It has ren-
dered us prosperous in peace and trinmphant in war.
The national flag has floated with glory over every
sea. Under ita dhadow Amerisan oitizens have found
-protection and respeot in all lands beueath the sun.
Af we descend to considerations of purely material
interest, when, in the history of all time, has & Con-
federaoy been bound together with such strong ties
of mutunal interest? Each portion of it is dependent
on all, and all upon each other, for prosperity aud
domestio- security. A free trade throughout the
whole supplies the wants of one portion from the
preductions of another, and sostters wealth every-
where. The greut planting and farming States re-
quire, and commercial navigating States send their
productions to domestio and foreign markets, and
turnish a naval power to render their tranaportation
seourse against all hustile attacks. Bhould the Union
perish in the midst of the present excitement, we
have already had a sad foretuste of the universal
suffering whioh would result frow its destruction.—
The calamity would be severe in every portion of
the Union, and would be quite as great, to say the
least, in the Southern as in the Northern States.

The grestest: aggravation of the evil, and that
which would place us in a most unfavorable light,
buth before the world and posterity, is, as Lam firwly
convinoed, thut the secession muvewent hus been
chiefly based upon s misszpprebension at the Svuth
of the sentiments of the mujority in several of the
Northern Btates. Let the question be trsnsterred
from politicul assemblies to ihe bullot-box, and the
pevple themselves would speedily redress the serious
grievances whioch the South have suffored. But, in
Houven 8 name, let the trial be mude befure we
plunge into an armed conflict upon the wiere assump-
twon that there is no other slternative,

Aime is a great conservative power, Let us pause
at this momentvus puint, avd affurd the peuple of
both North and Soutt sn opportuaity fur reflection.
Would that SBouth Carotina had been conviuced of
this truth berure her precipitated activn. I there-
tore appeal, through you, to the people of the coun-
try, to deolare in their might, that ** the Union must
aud shall be presscved”’ by all Constitutional mesns.

1 most earnestty recommend that you devote your
selves exclusively to the questiun how this cau be
accomplished in peace All other questions, when
compared with this, sink into imsignilicance. The’
present i3 no time for palliation. Activn, prompt
aolion, is required. A delay in Congress to prusecute
and recummeud u distivet and practical proposition
for cunciliation may drive us to a point from which
it will be slmost impossibie to recede. A common
ground on which conoilistion and harmony may be
produced i8 surely not unattainable.

‘The proposition to compromise by letting the
Nosth have exclusive control of the territory upoun a
certain line, and giving Bouthera institutions pro-
teotion below that line, ought to receive universal
approbation. In itself, indeed, it may not be en-
tirely satisfuotory; but when the alternative is be-
tween a ressonable coucession on both sides, and the
destruction of the Uunion, it is an imputation on
the patriotism of Congress to assert that its mewmbers
will hesitate for a moment. B

Even now the dangeris upon us, In several States
which have not seceded, the forts, arsenals and mag-
azines of the United States huve been seized. 'L'his
is by fur the most serious step ? ioh has been taken
since the commencement of thd troubles. This pub-
lic property has been:left without garrisons and
troops tur its protection, because ne person doubted
ita security under the flug of the country in all the
Btates of the Unign. Besides, our smail army has
soarcely been suflicient to guard our remote terri-
tories against Indian inoursiohs.

r

osn be.p { ur deprived of hife ur libervy in thu
country wihout due prusess ol law.

Maossuchusetls cuntnved the Hartford convention
in the war uf 1314 W sut up & nUrlasrL suuiederativ,
and South Curviius has gul up a seoession couveutivn
t precipitute the davebvidiug Otulus tulw & suudhera
ounlteder,tivn.

Maussacnuserts, in 1814, sent two ambassadors of
the Hardord vouventivs W Waabingtun to dowmand
of Pres deut Muadisvu Lie separativn vi Now Bugiaud
trom the Untou, iu casrylug ou the war.  Willawm
Dullivan sud Harnson uray Uus were the cowwis-
suerd. Mr. Mudion did uob propose W Uang Wew.
But, a3 Mr. Joun Quinoy Adaws days, uf Lo pease
of dheut, the news vl wiluh cuwe while Ll vow-
wissiouers were at Wasulugwan, * the wterpositivn
uf a Kiud Providence averted Lie mosi depiuradis of
catudirophus ’’—* e establishout Of u uvruhera
cuutederaoy.’’ ‘

Soutn Carvlina now follows the example of Massa-
chuseits vy zending fer suwmm w Presidout
Bucnauan, sud Piesideut Buvusuan i3 abused by
Madsacbusells in purlloular bescause Be wun't hauyg
wew fur Lrowdon Without judge or jury!

Now let us 1uquire” what treasou 13, und what the
counstitutivu 3uys ubuut seizing sud Duoging peopio
in this country. ‘Lhe consututivn of the Uuied
States says: * Lreasuon against the Uniwd States
shall consist only in levying war agaiust thew, or
in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and
comturt.”’

Liis last applies only to aiding a foreign enewny
and giving thew aid aud gomfturt, us she Hurttord con-
venuon dud in 1314: :

‘IThe United States not being at war, treason now
can couslst vuly in levying war upon the United
Stutes, and the constitution says thers must by sumne
overt act, proved by twe witnesses. And what is
levying wur is thus defined by the Suprews Court in
the Uunited States vs. Auron Burr: « 1o levy war is
to raise, cleuate, make or carry on war. War can bo
levied only by the employment of wotual furce—
troops must .be embodied, men must be opealy
raised,”’ &o. And the purpuse must be to make
war on the United States. Thus *to march in urws
with a furce marshsled and arrayed, cowuwitting
aots of vivtence and devastation, in order to suwmpel
the resignation of a publio officer, or to render in-
effective an act of Cougress, is high treason,’’ says
Chie! Justice Marshuall.

Lhat wus the nature of the offence which Theodore
Puarser, Weudell Puillips, and their assveiates were
churged with when they iacited the mob in Fansuil
Hall to go tv the court huuse uond rescue Burus, the
fugitive slave, in whish uulawtui euterprise Butch-
elder, one uf the marshal’s deputies, was murdered.
Aund here agaio Soutty Carolina is only tollowiug tnis
example of Massucbusetts in the atiuok upou the
forts, 1t she has really used military foroe to take
them. Thatis treason in the men whu committed
and incited the act, unless Soutt Carolina bas:ag
right to secede trom the Union.  Butitis not treason
in the State, fur & State cannot cummit treason. It
is only treason in the individuals who comumit the
overt aot. And it it be treason or misdemeanor,
where is the authority of the President to ssize or
bang anybody, as the republiosns are insisting he
ought to do, und churge him with being a traitor tor
not doingit? ‘Che constitution is very plain on this
point.” It reads thus:

“'Lhe trial of all orimes shall be by jury, and
such tr al shall be held in the St¢a¢s where the said
orime shall huve been committed."”

¢t No person shull be heid to answer for a crime
uniess on a presentment or indictment of a grand
Jury, nor be deprived of life, liberty or pruperty
without due prucess of law."’

And * the ncoused shall enjoy the right to a public
trial by an impartial jury of the Siats where the
orime has been cowinitted.’’ 'I'hese are the limita-~
tions of thut despotism which certain people so in-
considerately clalm now-a-days fur the Presideat.

If apy citizens or body of men in South Carolina
have Jevied war against the United States they ocan-
not be arraigoed or tried for it any where but in South
Carolina. Lhore must first be un iudictiment found
by a grand jugy in South Carolina. There must be
a District Atlofney to prepure and attest the indict-
ment. There wust be a court to receive it and
arraign the prisoner, and a jury to try hin.

This last was the proteotion which Parker and
Phillips and their assooiates found when they were
indicted for what Lhey called *: free speecb,” in
conneotion with the murder of Batcnelder, aud the
obatruction of the laws of the United States fur the
rendition of fugitive sluves. The President could
not seize them, uoroould they be tried anywhere but
in Maassachusetts; aud though there were ull:the
officers of law here and a graud jury indicted them,
they escauped s trial and got off upun a very smull
technioulity, which was, that tue cummissjvner who
issued his warraot of arrest nad sigoed it ouly com-
missivuer, without eaying what commissioner; snd
the court held that the iudictwent, however drawn,
could ot supply this defiviency, because it could
not go beyond the dessripiion in the warrsnt.

Jusc 8o President Buceninsu has no power to esize
or urraigu or try anybudy in Washiogwou or any-
where else. LI there huve besu auts of trews.n,
they huve beeu cumuntted only in South Carolina.
‘The parties charged wust be tried in thai State by a
Jury of toe State. Lbere is no United Stuted war-
shul to arrest them, uy distrios asttorovy to indiot
them, no grand jury to fiud a bill, nolgeurt to ar-
raiga and wo jury w try thew. How theu ure the
steps to bu tuken which the coustitutbin demands
in every case of ulleged crime? Aud .f.there were
all tbe officers of the cvurt und juries, everybudy
knows that a oourt in Ssuth Carvlins would hold
that the rizht of seseasion ahsolved the party sosused
from nia liability to the laws of the Ugited otates,
andgo jury would couvict.

1€%ould be the siwne in Muassachusetts, if, under
the persvnal liberty biy, # tugivive from labor sh uld
be tuken befors a jury to be triel. No Missachu-
sotts jury could be tound to asree thit he wasa
fugitive slave. [husic is obvious that Massachusetts
und Bouth Ourolina stund in the swme o uegory of
disuuivn and secession, 0 long as thexe laws remain
on her statute book, and so loug ns her poupie resist
aud refuse to exceute the laws of the United States
within her borders.

But it i3 eaid, suppose the Judges and sll the
United States officers have resigned in South Caro-
lina, why don’t:President Buchanaa supply the
vacancies? But what then? He oould find no men
in South Caroliua to atcept the offives, and the law
requires that they shall be uppointed iz the District.
Even if be sent Northeru mea there they would not
be allowed to act, and if they were resisted, then it -
comes back to just where we started from; those
who resisted must be indicted and tried by a courk
and jury in the State. .

If wen of sense wuuld look at the facts and law,
and read the gonstitution, they would see the prao-
tical difficulties in the way of the summmary process
with which they require the President to dea! with
existing difficuities. He can only move the consti-
tutional machinery of government in executiog the
laws. If the machinery is ull broken up in a State,
he cannot invade a State, or send an army there,
to enforoe martial law, unless the Governor or Leg-
isiature call upon him to suppresa issurrection or
d t1, iol

‘Ihe seizure of this property, from all ances,
has been purely aggreasive, and not in resistance. to
any attempt to coerce a State or States to remain in
the Union. At the_beginning of these unhappy
troubles, I determined that no ast of mine should
i the it t in either seotion of the
country. If the political conflict were to end in sivil
war, it was my determined purpose not to commence
it, nor even. to furnish an excuse for it by any act of
this Government. My opinion remains unchunged,
that justice, as well as a eound policy, requires us
atill to seek a peaceful eolution of the questions at
issue between the North and Bouth. KEatertaining

ts to Major And , who commanded the
forts in Charleston harbor, until an absolute necessity
for doing 80 shall make itself apparent, lest it might
upjastly be regarded as a menace of military co-
_ercion, and thus furnish, if not a provocation, at
“least a pretext for an outhreak on the part of South
Carolina. No necessity for these reinforcements
seemed to exist. - : co
I was assured by distinguished and upright gentle-
men from South Carolina, that no attack on Major
Anderson was intended ; but that, on the contrary,
it was the desire of the State anthorities, as much as
it was my own, to avoid the fatal consequences which
must inevitably follow a military oollision. And
here I deem it proper to submit for your information
copies of a communication dated the 28th.of Decem-
ber, 1860, addressed to me by R. W. Barnwell, J.
H Adams, and James L. Orr, Commissioners from
South Carolina, with yé;g d t3, and
da the 3lst of De-

copies of my auswer thereto,
cember. ° = k
In further explanation -of Major Anderson’s re-
moval from Fort Moultzie to Fort Sumpter, it is
roper to state that, after my answer to the South
-Carolina Commiasioners, the ‘War Department. re-
oeived a letter from that gallant officer, dated on the
27th of December, 1860, (the day after this move.
ment.) from which the following is.an extraot :

convinoced me that the authorities of the State de-
signed .to proceed to s hostile act.” [Evidently
referring to the orders, dated December 11ith, of the
late Secretary of War.] ¢ Under this impression, [
could not hesitate that it ‘was 'my solemin duty to
move my command from s fort whioh we-ooald not
grobnbly have held Jonger than fortyeight or sixt;

ours to this one, where my power of resistance is
increased in a very great degree.”’ o

It will be recollected that the concluding . part of
these orders wers in the following terms:, .

“ The smaliness of your force will not permit you,
Eerhapa, to ocoupy more than one of the thrse forts;

either one of them, will be regarded a3 an act of
hostility, and you may then pat your command into
either of them which-you may deem most proper to
increase ita power of resistance. Your are also
authorized to take similar defensive steps whenever
you have tangible evidenos of -a dezign'to proceed to
s hostile aat.” e )
1t is said that serfous appreliensions are to some
extent entertained that the peace of this distriot
may be distarbed before March next. |
it will be my duty to prevent it, and this duty shall
be performed.’ B e E
n conclusion it may boégermitted tome to remark,
that £ have often warned my countrymen of the
dangers which now surround us. ' This may be the
I1nat time I shall refer-to the subjeot officially,—I feel
that my duty hasbeen faithfally though imperfeotiy
performed, and whatever the resait may-ve; I shall
earry to my grave the ortnsuiousness, that I, at least,
mean, well for my country: . T
0 Well IO (Y 00RnNYy AMES BUCHANAN.
Wasnixarox Crry, January 8th, 1861 .

PEOE) -

g ﬁ'&na}on Sl#@#n;.if is
assertod, is to be Seoretary of State in Mr,

Linooln’s administration.

this conviotion, I refrained even from sending rein- |

«'will add, 85 my opinion, that many things | of blood and carnage.

ut-an attack on, or an sttempt to take possession of |

In any event

@g._,ﬁositi'valy-

ic v He can send troops to the forts,
and if. the commissioners of Bouth Carolina re-
quire him to order troops to one or another fort they
assume what does not belong to them. * The Presi-
dent, as commacder-in-chief, is to judge for himself
of the expediency;.and on this point be should
insist, and yield to no threats from South Carolins,
of anybody, if they are made. It is this gquestion
of expediency as to reinforcing the forts ut Charles-
ton which the President has gravely considered.

If Major Anderson has solved the difficulty with-
out bloodshed, 80 much the better. Of what avail
would United States troops have been there if sent,
a3 they must have been, when their presence would
have bronght on a bloody confliet? If:-any were
sent .in such & orisis, an army shounld have
been sent sufficient to conquer Sourh Carolina, aided
' a3'they would be, the moment blood was shed. by
the sympathizing States. That would have been -
oivil war, The President did not bring on this *ir-
repressible copflict,”” and will endeavor tn avoid
staining his hands with the blood of his fellow-citi-
zens in a fratricidal war, It is his purpose (and he
will prove the true patriot and Christian if he suc-
ceeds in doing it) to leave his high office without a
drop of blood having been needlessly shed in this
awtully impending ¢ battle of the States ’’

Mr. Lincoln will then take the responsibility, and,
he has four yearsin which to carry out his policy. ™
If he means peace and union he will recommend
concession and compromise, and a restoration of the
fraternal relations of all the States, and endeavor
to shed no blood to madden the whole gountry. .

In the menntime, Mr. Buchanan must bear all
the unreasoning assaults made upon him, until reason
shall resume her sway and justify the only peace
polioy that could save a civil war, if indeed any
policy can do it. But really it is not'so small a
thing as some people think to esorifice millions of
lives in the attempt of one section of the country
to conquer another section of the country and pre-
serve the Union, as they call it, by bathing it in seas
Let us pause s little while,
study the copstitation, and refiect.

"« THE MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL.”
Thoss who talk so glibly of Southern seces-
sion seem to have forgotten that the records
of Massachusetts legislation bsave in them
resolutions to the following effect :
Resolved, That the annexation of Texas is,
ipso fucto, a dissolusion of the Union,
Resolved, That Texas heing annexed Mas-
gachasetts is out of the Union.
These resolutions stand uorepealed. Yet
this eame Mausachusetts, with her personal
liberty bills, negro suffroge, negro equality,
Jis-theZfountain head and source of all aggres-
sions against the South, and is most loud -
monthed in her denunciations of disunion,
uttered from the same mouths which preached
disunion at the Ifartford Convention,’

Derences aT PENescona ——The “important
post'of Pensadola, Fiorida, is now wel! ggard-
ed.. There is one cvmpany of infantry, with
two vessels of war, at that station. Key
West, aléo another highly important. station
with one of the finest harbors in the world,
and holding the key of thé Gulf of Mexioo, is
ocoupied by a’' soffisient furoe 't protect it
‘agaiost. any- attack the 'revolutionists. can,
makeapon: it; ‘Hawmpton: Roads, the “other

naval etation in the Bouth, is likewitein a
securd position. ) A
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